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ANNUAL CONFERENCES  

Michigan Conference May 30 - 31 Indiana Conference June 7 - 9 

Minnesota Conference May 30 - June 1 Iowa Conference June 8 - 11 

Northern Illinois Conference June 3 - 5 East Ohio Conference June 11 - 14 

West Ohio Conference June 3 - 6 Wisconsin Conference June 15 - 17 

Illinois Great Rivers Conference June 7 - 9   

Midwest Mission was able to collect donations and exhibit at 9 annual conferences this year, 
thanks to the help of many dedicated drivers and volunteers. 
Look for a full report and pictures in next month’s newsletter! 

BLEACHER REMOVAL: DARLINGTON & BLACKHAWK, WI and WHITE HEATH, IL 

Over the Memorial Day weekend, a team of 32 volunteers met at Darlington High School in Darlington, WI to remove 
their wooden bleachers.  Midwest Mission’s Operations Manager, Brad Walton, was on hand to supervise and 
transport the 13,998 pounds of wood that will receive a second life as Midwest Mission school desks.  A second group 
of volunteers was in nearby Blackhawk, WI to remove the bleachers from a school there.  The last week of May also 
brought a donation of 2,812 pounds of bleacher wood from White Heath, IL.  You may remember that in March the 
desk shop was completely out of wood.  Since then we have received wood from 5 different school districts!   
God is listening and he answers prayers in a BIG way!  Thank you to all of the volunteers who made this possible! 

UMCOR HAS ANNOUNCED CHANGES TO THEIR KITS 

UMCOR recently posted updated lists for the Cleaning Kit, Hygiene Kit, and School Kit.  Most notable changes:  
 Sponges are not to be included in the Cleaning Kit  
 $3 is to be included with Cleaning Kits for the receiving depot to purchase sponges and to cover shipping 
 Only fingernail or toenail clippers will be accepted for the Hygiene Kit -  no nail files 
 Backpacks will replace the 2-handled cloth bag for the School Kit.  (If you have 2-handled cloth bags already       

assembled, Midwest Mission will still accept them.) 
 

Please visit www.UMCOR.org or www.midwestmission.org/projects for a complete list of changes. 



The mission of the Midwest Mission Distribution Center is to compassionately help God’s people in need locally, 
nationally and around the world and to offer a center to fulfill the call for service to our neighbors in Christ’s name.  

SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS May YTD 2017 

VOLUNTEERS 181 1,101 2,314 

VOLUNTEER HOURS 2,489 13,372 33,217 

DONATIONS RECEIVED (Pounds) 11,275 220,825 668,703 

SHIPMENTS - International 3 11 29 

SHIPMENTS - Domestic 20 73 201 

DONATIONS DISTRIBUTED (Pounds) 25,165 218,507 909,031 

MAY VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR 

Linda Priest returned for the month of May as our Volunteer Coordinator, after serving at the end of 
February & beginning of March.  Linda is one of our Board Members and lives in Bolingbrook, IL.  
Linda said, “I often times think of the mission center as my home away from home and many of the 
staff as my family/friends. Being there this past month of May was a bit different as I shared in a 
paint job this time. So, when you visit or come to serve in whatever mission capacity you do there, 
the "teeny bopper" has a new look. Hope you like what the staff and I have done. I like to think that 
this center is keeping the focus of mission moving onward as Jesus would have us to do.” 

On May 4th & 5th, the Midwest Mission Board of Directors came together for their Spring meeting.  On Friday evening, the 
board members went through to a “Volunteer Experience”.   It began with the mandatory volunteer safety training, followed by 
a tour of the facility, an introduction to kit building (Layette, School, and Personal Dignity Kits) and a Food Pack experience.  The 
board members took the kits home with them, in addition to brochures and marketing materials for Annual Conferences and 
other promotional  opportunities.  Business was conducted on Saturday morning and included the selection two new board 
members: Rita Gaither-Gant from Indiana and Lynette Johnson from Wisconsin.  The Board also voted on and approved future 
projects and received updates on current projects.  Midwest Mission would like to extend a special thank you to Ned Niemeyer 
and Ron Schobert who have completed their tenures on the Board of Directors, each of them serving a full 9 years.  Thank you 
for your service and your dedication to Midwest Mission! 

BOARD MEETING NEWS 

INTERNATIONAL SHIPMENTS IN MAY 

On Thursday May 10, Midwest Mission delivered 104 School Desks to Scott Air Force Base for shipment to Bogotá, Columbia.  This 
shipment was a joint operation through the U.S. Southern Command and will provide seating for 384 students.  The desks arrived 
three days later and were delivered and assembled by a joint operation of the Columbian and US Military. 

In May Midwest Mission also provided 200 Birthing Kits to a mission team from Lincoln, NE.  The kits will be hand-carried into Haiti 
and will help ensure safer home births for mothers and babies. 

Food Pack Layette Kit Building Lesson 

On a sad note - Midwest Mission has learned of the passing of Rev. Gene Klock, who just joined the Board last Fall.  From his 
obituary:     “Gene L. Klock, age 80, of Rock Falls, IL died Monday, March 19, 2018...Gene was a strong advocate for peace and 
justice...was an active member of Wesley United Methodist Church, and past president of Sterling Kiwanis.  Survivors include 
his wife, Sue Klock of Rock Falls, three daughters, one son, two grandchildren, and several nieces and a nephew.”  

Building Personal Dignity Kits 


