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Let’s Start Here…

With Jesus and His Followers







John 17:9-11: I am asking on their behalf; I 

am not asking on behalf of the world, but 

on behalf of those whom you gave me, 

because they are yours. All mine are 

yours, and yours are mine; and I have 

been glorified in them. And now I am no 

longer in the world, but they are in the 

world, and I am coming to you. Holy 

Father, protect them in your name that you 

have given me, so that they may be one, 

as we are one. 



1 Corinthians 12:23-25: and those members 
of the body that we think less honorable 
we clothe with greater honor, and our less 
respectable members are treated with 
greater respect; whereas our more 
respectable members do not need this. 
But God has so arranged the body, giving 
the greater honor to the inferior member, 
that there may be no dissension within the 
body, but the members may have the 
same care for one another. 



Ephesians 4:1-6: I therefore, the prisoner in 
the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of 
the calling to which you have been called,  
with all humility and gentleness, with 
patience, bearing with one another in love,  
making every effort to maintain the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace.  There is 
one body [church] and one Spirit, just as 
you were called to the one hope of your 
calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
one God and Father of all, who is above 
all and through all and in all. 



Number of Christians Worldwide

6.7 Billion people on earth.

- 2.2 Billion are Christian

- 1.1 Billion Christians (half) are Roman 

Catholic.

- 300 Million are Orthodox (Greek, Syrian, 

or Russian)



There are 33,000 Protestant 

denominations (or sectarian churches)

- 250 million “Pentecostals”

- 110 million Baptists (of some sort).

- 75 million Methodists (12 million of these 

are United Methodists)

- 75 million Presbyterians (of some sort)

- 75 million Anglicans

- 65 million Lutherans



Other Religions Worldwide

- 1.6 billion Muslims

- 1.6 billion Buddhists

- 950 million Hindus

- 750 million claim no religion

- 232 million tribal religions

- 150 million atheists

- 24 million various other Asian Religions

- 15 million Jews

- 500,000 Wiccans



• The number of Christians is declining, 

most all other religions have stable 

numbers – except for Muslims…they 

are growing in number.



Mark 3:25:  And if a house is divided 

against itself, that house will not be 

able to stand.



Ecumenical

• ec·u·men·i·cal (ky-mn-kl) also 

ec·u·men·ic (-mnk)adj.

• 1. Of worldwide scope or applicability; 

universal.

• 2. Of or relating to the worldwide Christian 

church.

• 3. Concerned with establishing or 

promoting unity among churches or 

religions.



Rome & Constantinople



Constantine 

the Great

(272 – 337 AD)

&

Licinius

“Edict of Milan”

February of 

313 AD



Saint Augustine

354-430 AD

Greatly 
Influenced 
Christian 
Thinking

“Original Sin”

“Just War 
Theory”



393 AD – Synod of Hippo approved the 

New Testament Canon of Scripture and 

the Septuagint (Greek Old Testament)

1546 AD – Council of Trent approves the 

Roman Catholic Canon.

1563 AD – The 39 Articles of the Church of 

England

1647 AD – The Westminster Confession 

(British Calvinism)

1679 AD – Synod of Jerusalem (Greek 

Orthodox Church)



325 AD – Council of Nicea adopted the 

Nicene Creed (UMH #880) as a statement 

of faith.  It is accepted by Eastern 

Orthodox, Assyrian Church, Oriental 

Orthodox, Roman Catholics, Lutherans, 

Anglicans, Presbyterians, and 

Methodists.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED (UMH # 881) –

Some say it was originally formulated by 

the apostles themselves under 

inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  Most 

scholars trace it to the 1st and 2nd

centuries.  Accepted by all of the above, 

and by some Baptists.



The First Seven Ecumenical Councils:

1.   1st Council of Nicea (325)

2. 1st Council of Constantinople (381) – revised 
the Nicene Creed – repudiated some heresies.

3. Council of Ephesus (431) – Discussed the 
nature of Virgin Mary, repudiated some 
heresies, reaffirmed the Nicene Creed.

4. Council of Chalcedon (451) – Affirmed a creed 
which affirmed the hypostatic nature of Christ 
(that Jesus was fully human and is fully divine)

5. 2nd Council of Constantinople (553) –
condemned some heresies and affirmed the 
Theopaschite Formula (one of the Trinity 
suffered in the flesh)

6. 3rd Council of Constantinople (680) –
condemned some heresies – matters of the 
canon

7. 2nd Council of Nicea (787) – Restored the 
honoring of icons



Martin Luther

1483 – 1546

Key Influence 

in the 

Protestant 

Reformation

“95 Theses”

Protestant



John Calvin

1509 – 1564

Systematic 
Theology

“Institutes of 
Religion”

“5-Point 
Calvinism”



Reformed Thought seeks to preserve 

the ATTRIBUTES of God.  God is:

1.  Omniscient (all-knowing)

2.  Omnipresent (all places)

3.  Omnipotent (all-powerful)



The 5 Points of Calvinism

Total Depravity

Unconditional Election

Limited Atonement

Irresistible Grace

Perseverance of the Saints



The “Horrible Decree”

“Predestination we call the eternal decree of 

God, by which He hath determined in Himself 

what He would have become of every 

individual of mankind. For they are not all 

created with a similar destiny; but eternal life 

is foreordained for some, and eternal 

damnation for others.” 

(Inst. III. 21.)



John Knox

1510 – 1572

Founder of the 

Presbyterian 

Church

Calvinist in 

Theology



Huldrych Zwingli

1484-1531

The Reformation 

in Switzerland



Some Beliefs from the Reformed 

Tradition

- “Sola Scriptura” ( Scripture Alone )

- Systematic Theology

- Predestination

- Perseverance of the Saints

( Eternal Security )

- Resistance to the Baptists

(re-baptizers)

- 2 Sacraments – Holy Communion &

Baptism



Ana-Pedo-(Baptist) Beliefs

- 2 Ordinances ( no sacraments ):  

The Lord’s Supper & Baptism

- “Believers” Baptism only –

immersion only

- Re-baptism is no problem

- Lean toward literal interpretation 

of scripture

- Eternal Security

- Most reject predestination



A Couple of Scriptures

Genesis 27:11: “My brother Esau is a hairy man,” 

Jacob reminded her.”

John 3:17: “ For God did not send his Son into the 

world to condemn the world, but to save the world 

through him.”



The Calvinist Conundrum (If God is truly loving, and 

God truly does the choosing)

1. God truly loves all persons.

2. Truly to love someone is to desire their well being 

and to promote their flourishing as much as you 

can.

3. To truly love someone, desire their well being, and 

promote their flourishing means to desire they be 

in a right relationship with God.

4. God, in his sovereignty, could choose ALL 

persons to be in a right relationship with himself.

5. Therefore all will be saved.



Consistent Calvinism

“When we say that God is sovereign in the exercise 

of his love, we mean he loves whom he chooses. 

God does not love everybody.”

- Arthur W. Pink, Calvinist Theologian

(as quoted by Jerry Walls)



Consistent Calvinism

“If God had elected to save everyone without 

exception, all would certainly be saved. But God 

never had the slightest intention of saving 

everyone. That is what the doctrine of election 

means in the first place: God chooses some but not 

all…That God may have reasons of his own for 

saving me and not my father (who, as far as I know, 

died an atheist), may well be so, but it is certain I 

did not supply him with those reasons.”

- R.K. McGregor Wright



Inconsistent Calvinism

- Man is a responsible moral agent, though he is also 

divinely controlled. Man is divinely controlled, 

though he is also a responsible moral agent.

- The reality of human moral agency and 

responsibility in a world where God is Lord is one of 

the mysteries of creation, which we reverently 

acknowledge, but do not pretend fully to 

understand.

- J.I. Packer



Inconsistent Calvinism

- Accept it for what it is and learn to live with it. 

Refuse to regard the apparent inconsistency as 

real; put down the semblance of contradiction to the 

deficiency of your understanding.

- J.I. Packer

- In these circumstances, what is the difference 

between and apparent inconsistency and a real 

one? How do we know what is called an antimony 

might not turn out to be a real inconsistency?

- Paul Helm



Summary of Inconsistent Calvinism

(According to J.I. Packer)

1. Only the elect can accept the offer of salvation.

2. Not all are elect.

3. Not all persons can actually accept the offer of 

salvation and be saved.

4. God makes a bone fide offer of salvation all 

persons.

5. A bona fide offer is one that can actually be 

accepted by the person to whom it is offered.

6. All persons can actually accept the offer of 

salvation and be saved.



Ambiguous Calvinism

“There is the general call, by which God offers all 

equally to himself through the outward preaching of 

the word – even those to whom he holds it out as a 

savor of death, and as the occasion of severer 

condemnation. The other kind of call is special, 

which he deigns for the most part to give to the 

believer alone…Yet sometimes he also causes 

those whom he illumines only for a time to partake 

of it; then he justly forsakes them on account of 

their own ungratefulness and strikes them with 

even greater blindness.”

- John Calvin (Institutes, 3.24.8)



Misleading Calvinism

“When I have preached or lectured in Reformed 

circles, I have often been asked the question, ‘Do 

you feel free to tell unbelievers that God loves 

them?’ From what I have already said I have no 

hesitation in answering this question from young 

Reformed preachers affirmatively: ‘Of course I tell 

the unconverted that God loves them.’

- D.A. Carson



The Way God May Love the Unconverted

According to Calvinism

1. God’s providential love over all he has made.

2. God’s salvific stance toward all the created world.

3. God’s particular, effective, selective love toward 

his elect.



The Only Real Difference

Between CALVINISTS and

UNIVERSALISTS

1. Calvinists believe God has chosen to save SOME

of us.

2. Universalists believe God has chosen to save ALL

of us.



A Fundamental Difference

Calvinists say:  God is sovereign. Therefore, all 

scriptures that support God’s sovereignty carry 

more weight than the scriptures that speak of God 

love.

Arminians say:  God is love.  Therefore, all scriptures 

that support God’s love carry more weight than the 

scriptures that speak of God’s sovereignty.



Johannes 

Gutenberg

(1400 – 1468)

Perfected the 

movable type 

printing press

“The Gutenberg 

Bible”
Ability to disperse the 

Bible in print greatly 

increased



John Wycliffe

(1320’s - 1384)

Fore-runner of 

the Reformers

Translated the 

Bible into the 

language of 

the people.



THE METHODISTS
(Our Basic Beliefs)

Steve Baccus



King Henry VIII

(1491-1547)

Breaks from 

the Catholic 

Church



Mary I

(1516-1568)

“Bloody Mary”

Tried to 
reinstate 

Catholicism.

Had many 
Protestants 

killed.



Elizabeth I

(1533-1603)

“The Virgin 

Queen”

Reigned for 40 

years.  Church 

of England 

took its form.  

She never 

married.



King James I

“The 1611 

Authorized 

Version of the 

King James 

Bible”



John Wesley

1703 - 1791

Charles Wesley

1707 - 1788



Jacob Arminius

(1560-1609)

Dutch Reformer

“Synod of Dort”

(1618)



Lutheranism

The Christian
Family Tree

Catholicism

The Early 

Church

Orthodoxy

Presbyterianism

Anglicanism (C.O.E.)

Baptists

Methodists

Pentecostals



Some Beliefs of Methodists

- Practical Theology

- Scripture conditioned by Reason, 
experience, and tradition

- 2 Sacraments – Baptism and Holy 
Communion

- Original sin, Justification by 
Faith, Holiness of Heart and Life

- “Free Grace”

- “Means of Grace”

- The activity of the Holy Spirit



- Practical Theology -

Practical theology is the practical 

application of our faith to everyday life.  

4 key questions and tasks in practical 

theology are:

1. What is going on? 

(descriptive-empirical task)

2. Why is this going on?

(interpretative task)

3. What ought to be going on? 

(normative task)

4. How might we respond?

(pragmatic task)



Methodist thought affirms the ATTRIBUTES 

of God:

1.  Omniscient

2.  Omnipresent

3.  Omnipotent

However…The attributes of God 

cannot conflict with the NATURE of 

God…

1.  GOD IS LOVE… ( I John 4 )

2.  For God so LOVED the world

( John 3:16 )



Some Important Methodist Beliefs

I.  The Human Condition & Our Need for Divine 
Grace

A.  Original Sin (“Imago Dei”)

B.  God’s Grace

1.  Prevenient Grace

2.  Justifying Grace

3.  Sanctifying Grace

II.  The Lordship of Jesus Christ and the Work of 
the Holy Spirit



A.  Original Sin (“Imago Dei”)



“The Image of God”

and Human

Sinfulness

The

Greatest

Good

The

Greatest

Evil

What will

become of

“Konflicted

Kevin?”

Kevin is capable of, 

and influenced by

the greatest good.

Kevin is capable of, 

and influenced by

the greatest evil.

Does Kevin have hope 

because of the 

presence of God’s 

Prevenient Grace? Is 

God at work in him 

despite his sinful 

nature?

Is Kevin Totally 

Depraved, and 

therefore without 

hope, and totally 

dependent upon God’s 

choosing?



Some Important Methodist Beliefs

I.  The Human Condition & Our Need for Divine 
Grace

A.  Original Sin (“Imago Dei”)

B.  God’s Grace

1.  Prevenient Grace

2.  Justifying Grace

3.  Sanctifying Grace

II.  The Lordship of Jesus Christ and the Work of 
the Holy Spirit



III. Our Tools for Successful Christian Living

A.  Tradition

B.  Experience

C.  Reason

D.  Scripture (primary)

IV. The 4 Great Evangelical Doctrines

A.  Repentance

B.  Justification

C.  Regeneration

D.  Sanctification



V. The Meaning and Significance of the 

Sacraments

A.  Baptism

B.  Holy Communion

VI. The Nature and Mission of the Church

A.  The Maintenance of Worship

B.  The Edification of Believers

C.  The Redemption of the World



VII. Three Big Themes

A.  The Kingdom of God

B.  Resurrection

C.  Eternal Life

VIII. The Chief Mark of the Christian Life:

- LOVE -



John Wesley said:

“I feel my heart strangely warmed…”

“I awoke this morning and, ‘Jesus, Master!’ 
was in my heart and on my lips.”

“The grace or love of God, whence cometh 
our salvation, is free in all, and free for 
all.”

“If your heart is as my heart, take my 
hand!”

“…In essentials, unity;  in non-essentials, 
freedom.”

“There is no holiness outside of social 
holiness.”

“The best of all is God is with us.”



Our statements of Belief come from:

- The Holy Bible

- The Articles of Religion

- The sermons of John Wesley

- The journals of John Wesley

- The hymns of Charles Wesley

- The Book of Discipline

- The Traditions and Beliefs of the whole 

church down through the centuries



Beliefs we hold in common with all 

Christians:

- God is revealed as Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit (Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer)

- We are saved by grace through faith in 

Jesus Christ

- The Church exists for at least 3 reasons:

1.  To WORSHIP God through Christ

2.  To BUILD UP Believers in faith

3.  For the SALVATION of the world




