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Mark Your 
Calendar  

 
 

March  1 
 Holy Communion 

Prayer Team Meeting 
Confirmation Class       

 

March 3  
Worship Committee Meeting  

 

March 4 
Preschool Play Day 

 

March 8 

Confirmation Class 
 

March  10 
Lunch Bunch 

UMM Meeting  
 

March 12 
Covenant Place Hymn Fest 

 

March  13 & 14 

 Exit 456  
 

March 15 
Confirmation Class 

Celebration of Music 
  

March 17 
St. Patrick’s Day 

Older Adult Game Day 
Israel Trip  

  

March 23 
Spring Break  

  

March 29 
Confirmation Class  

Info & Prayer Meeting 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

March has arrived and Alabama Springtime is nearly upon us! Spring always 
evokes images of green returning to the trees and flowers and animals    
awakening from their Winter rest. As I think about the flowers blooming and 
animals awakening from hibernation I recall to mind Matthew 6:25-34. 
 

25 "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or 
drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and 
the body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow 
or reap or store away in barns, and yet your Heavenly Father feeds them. Are 
you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying 
add a single hour to your life?" 
 

28 ”And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field 
grow. They do not  labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was 
dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today 
and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you-you of little faith? 31 So 
do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or 'What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 
For the pagans run after all these things, and your Heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 
But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 
34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own.” 
 

As we prepare for the weather to begin to warm and life to return to our home, let us remember 
that God is Sovereign over all this and more! May we make the conscious decision to put aside 
worry and fear and doubt so that we may, instead, focus on all the wonderful things God is doing 
in our Church and Community! Look for needs being met and lives being fulfilled and if you see 
areas where those things are not happening then get out and be the hands and feet of God by 
making them happen! 
 

Trust in the Lord always, dear brothers and sisters, and do not return anyone evil for evil but love 
unconditionally in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

                                                                                                       God be with you all, 
      

 

Student Pastor 
tslaton@gmvumc.org 
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GMV KIDS 

CEC NEWS 

STUDENT MINISTRY  

OLDER ADULT NEWS 
March 10: Lunch Bunch at 11:15am 

March 12: Covenant Place Hymn Fest 10:30am 

March 17: Older Adult Game Day  

Sunday Mornings: 8:30am-Student Life Groups 6th-
12th grades in the Student Room (3rd floor-Room 312) 

Sunday Nights: 5:00pm at the Cork’s House for High 
school students  

Wednesday Nights: 6:30-8:00pm-6th-12th grades in 
the Student Room (3rd floor-Room 312) 

CORNERSTONE RANCH 

Registration opens March 16 

March 13 & 14 

To register                      

contact Amy Sizemore at 

asizemore@gmvumc.org 

GMV CHOIR 

 Music Ministry At Gardendale Mt Vernon UMC: Did God give 

you a love of music, a desire to sing or an ability to play an   

instrument? We would love for you to be a part of the Music 

Ministry at Gardendale Mt Vernon UMC. There are                

opportunities to serve in both services and to be a part of a 

performing group. Contact Ginny Hughes at  

ghughes@gmvumc.org for more information.                                                             

              CEC will have open registration for two          
 year olds and up for our summer and fall      
  2020-2021 school year starting the first    

week in March.  If you are interested, please stop by 
the CEC to fill out registration papers. We are blessed 

to have a growing program.  



GMVUMC Shut In List  
*Please always keep our Shut Ins in your thoughts & prayers*  

Greg Lee   Charles Millican  Glenn Brown  Doyle Harris   Annette Brown  
Mildred Beatty   Jan Biddle   Zelma Hill  Sue Parker  Margaret Jefferson   
Jo Dickinson   J.C. Brown   Joan Oxley   Phyllis Meek  Jim Cook   
Joyce Watkins   Betty Helms  Mildred Glass  Carolyn Barnes    
Melba Millican  Desiree Sherrer  Connie Crawford  Dave Cromes    
Frank Malone   Kenneth Jennings Sam Morrow   Ann Zumbado   
Betty Thompson Kay Wolfe   Annis Whitlow  Frances Heer     

HONORARIUMS & MEMORIALS 
 
 

 
    

   

MISSIONS 

Thank you to every volunteer, every mission partner, every 
person that helped make GIC 2020 a success. We were able 

to pass out 165 bags of food, distribute 43,000 lbs. of           
potatoes to the community & 30 different food agencies and 

provide diapers for 108 children. We received a total of 68 
pledges for a total of $67,994 to our goal of $100,000. If you 
would like to support our mission partners for 2020, cards 

are available in the church lobbies or church office.           
Make sure you mark your calendar for the upcoming         

Missions Yard Sale APRIL 3-5!  

I would like to extend a huge THANK YOU to the GMV Contemporary 

Praise Team and especially to my Sound and Media volunteers for the 

most successful Global Impact Celebration opening night ever! It could not 

have been pulled off without all of you. You guys are simply the best team 

bar none! All the talent on stage (including our very own Contemporary 

Praise Team) and all of GMV's mission partners that spoke on the risers 

sounded great and looked great. And that spotlight - It was, well...spot on. 

Considering all the moving parts that had to be juggled around to            

accommodate four - yes, four -  different musical groups,  it could not 

have gone better. I consider myself blessed to work with each and         

everyone of you.   

Milton Hoff, Director of Media Ministries, GMVUMC 

In Memory of Sue Gravlee  
by Jerry & Linda Clark, Reggie Stephens and Sharon Stephens  



SAVE THE DATES 

 

 

Please be in prayer for our group in Israel 

March 17th-March 27th   

Steve Baccus  

Danny & Laura Dunson 

Jim & Diana Jeffreys 

Kelly Tipler  

Doug & Pam McKinney  

Ron & Leticia Orcutt 

Sue Mulroy 

Joan Reynolds   



RAY’S RAMBLINGS 
                              I am so glad to be serving here as your Associate Pastor.                               

              Pastor Steve has tasked me with helping him primarily by  
                     providing oversight to the areas of administration, discipleship 
      and evangelism. One of my roles is to identify problems and 
              with the help of the team, to develop solutions. In the         
      discipleship arena, only 33 out of 100 of our regular attenders 
              connect in a Sunday School Life Group. (I did not include other 
              Life Groups because they primarily consist of those in SS Life 
              Groups.) When compared to total membership that numbers 
drops to 20 out of 100 people. It’s no surprise that our average attendance has 
dropped by 100 in the last 3 years, but the saddest component is that we’ve only 
had 4 baptisms and 5 professions of faith in the past 12 months.  

 
Therefore, we are in the process of developing a solution which will be part 

of the Congregational Care Ministry, which I call Care Teams and we are         
currently recruiting Care Team Servants. Each Care Team Servant will serve a 
team of approximately 10 people (care team) who are not involved in a Life 
Group…Sunday School or otherwise. Their role is to contact each person on their 
team at least once monthly to provide information about upcoming activities,    
encourage them to be involved in a Life Group, offer prayer, love and care. Think 
of this as Christian Caregiving. My prayer is that ultimately these care teams will 
become Life Groups. So, if you haven’t already, join us in doing your part in    
building the Kingdom 

       In His Service, 
        Ray 
 

 



805 Crest Drive                      
Gardendale, AL 35071 

Attendance Report  

     2/2 2/9 2/16 2/23    
 

 

9:30 Worship: 213 197 204 178 
 

11:00 Worship: 185 166 163 202 

 

Kid’s Worship: 19 19 26 27 

 

Total Worship: 417 382 393 407 

Church Office Hours:  

Monday-Thursday 8:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Fridays 8:00 am–12:00 pm 
 

Church Office:                 205-631-7631 

Care line:              205-631-0811 

Child Enrichment Center:  205-631-0433 

 

We have several ways you can receive the 
Family Connection… 

 Our Website                                             
(under worship-sermon series)        

 Email        Mail 
If you would like to change the way you are 

receiving the Connection,                          
please email Jennifer at  
jattaway@gmvumc.org. 

  

 


