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Lent – Day 1: Ash Wednesday, February 14, 2018 
 
 
Joel 2:12-17: Yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your 
hearts, with fasting, with weeping, and with sorrow; tear your hearts and 
not your clothing. Return to the LORD your God, for he is merciful and 
compassionate, very patient, full of faithful love, and ready to 
forgive.  Who knows whether he will have a change of heart and leave a 
blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink offering for the LORD your 

God? Blow the horn in Zion; demand a fast; request a special assembly. Gather the people; 
prepare a holy meeting; assemble the elders; gather the children, even nursing infants. Let the 
groom leave his room and the bride her chamber. Between the porch and the altar let the 
priests, the LORD’s ministers, weep. Let them say, “Have mercy, LORD, on your people, and don’t 
make your inheritance a disgrace, an example of failure among the nations. Why should they 
say among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’” 
 
 Matthew 6:16-18: “And when you fast, don’t put on a sad face like the hypocrites. They distort 
their faces so people will know they are fasting. I assure you that they have their reward.  When 
you fast, brush your hair and wash your face. Then you won’t look like you are fasting to people, 
but only to your Father who is present in that secret place. Your Father who sees in secret will 
reward you. 
  
 From Ashes to Harvest 
I have shared this story many times, but I remember helping my grandfather cut down trees 
and pull up stumps to clear for planting. We piled up all the trees and stumps and burned them, 
and then we spread the ashes out all over the ground. We grew some fine watermelons in the 
enriched soil. Lent reminds us of our own mortality and gives us 40 days of reflection and 
repentance. Ashes have a long history in Jewish and Christian worship as a symbol of mortality 
and repentance. As we go to Ash Wednesday Worship today to have ashes imposed upon our 
foreheads, let’s take to heart the advice of God through Joel: “Return to me with your 
hearts…tear your hearts and not your clothing,” and the advice of Jesus, “When you fast, brush 
your hair and wash your face.” The ashes on our foreheads are not applied to appear holy to 
others. They are an outward sign, for us, of what is happening in our hearts and souls. Let’s 
gather today to pray, to repent, and to have ashes smeared on our heads. Then, let’s go home 
and wash our faces in the knowledge that God looks upon our hearts and not our outward 
appearance. May God take our brokenness and transform it into abundant life in the Kingdom. 
May we be able to move from ashes to harvest as our repentance brings forth life and 
resurrection. May God give us a holy season of Lent. Amen. 
  

- Pastor Steve 
 
 
 
 



Lent – Day 2: Thursday, February 15, 2018 
 
  
Acts 2:46-47: Every day, they met together in the temple and ate in their homes.  They shared 
food with gladness and simplicity. They praised God and demonstrated God’s goodness to 
everyone. The Lord added daily to the community those who were being saved. 
 
We Miss You 
 
If I could write a letter to a fellow Christian who no longer attends church, it would go 
something like this: 
 
Dear Brother and/or Sister, 
 
We miss you, we need you, and we wonder why you quit church. Were you hurt by someone 
there? Haven’t we all been hurt by someone else…at work…at home…at the gym…our family? 
Did you quit your job, leave home, quit working out, or abandon your family? Probably not. We 
are all guilty of our humanness. We are all hypocrites. We are all sinners in need of God's grace 
and forgiveness. The place of repentance and repair can be at the church altar.  
 
Is sleeping late or catching up with chores more important than worshiping with other 
Christians on a Sunday morning? How are you doing in life alone as an “independent Christian” 
outside the fellowship of believers with no help from anyone else? Do you miss the 
encouragement, comfort and love you receive from your Christian brothers and sisters?  
 
Please know that we miss YOU when we gather together to draw closer to our Father God, His 
Son our Savior, and refill ourselves with the Holy Spirit. We miss YOU as our community of 
believers draws together in prayer for each other, for revival in our homes, community, country 
and the world. We need YOU to pray with us for a move of the Holy Spirit among us as we 
devote ourselves to others, gaining strength to fulfill the great commission. We need YOU 
because we cannot tackle this world alone, without the support of other Christians. We all need 
loving fellowship with a body of believers, most commonly called “the church.” Please come 
back.  
 
We love YOU, 
The Church 
 
My prayer: God, please convict our Christian brothers and sisters who are not active to join us in 
church this Sunday. We need revival and the strength You can give us as we worship You 
together in your Spirit and in your truth. Amen. 
 

- An Anonymous Contributor 
 
 



Lent – Day 3: Friday, February 16, 2018 
 
  
Colossians 3:15:  And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in 
one body; and be thankful. 
 

Peace 
I'm not really sure that I can exactly write a devotional, but I feel God leading me to tell about 
His peace in my life. I have been blessed with many things in my life that I do not deserve. 
Having a wonderful Christian family is one of them...not only my immediate, but extended 
family who are faithful followers of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
I have an amazing career and of course, a supportive church family. All of these blessings are 
great and you would think, with all of them, that I would have discovered God's peace before. It 
wasn't until I went through the absolute darkest of days...when I knew that I could not do 
anything humanly possible to change my circumstance, that I truly felt the peace of God.  
 
As I have finally, in my life, surrendered myself to the Lord, I wonder why it took me so long to 
want His peace. I knew that I loved God, believed in Him, and I have accepted Jesus Christ as my 
Lord and Savior, but I had not ever allowed Him to be in charge of every part of my life. I guess I 
was trying to control many things myself. I can say now, and mean it with all of my heart that 
God is good, all the time....even in the darkest of days...He is the peacemaker...the only One 
who is in control. Always be thankful and peace will rule your heart! Thank you Jesus! 
  

- An Anonymous Contributor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lent – Day 4: Saturday, February 17, 2018 
 
  
Luke 5:27-32:  Jesus saw a tax collector named Levi sitting at the customs post. He said to him, 
"Follow me." And leaving everything behind, he got up and followed him. Then Levi gave a great 
banquet for him in his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and others were at table with 
them. The Pharisees and their scribes complained to his disciples, saying, "Why do you eat and 
drink with tax collectors and sinners?" Jesus said to them in reply, "Those who are healthy do 
not need a physician, but the sick do. I have not come to call the righteous to repentance but 
sinners." 
  
Sinners 
Someone has said to me before, in jest, “Preacher, if it were not for sin you would be out of a 
job!” My response was, “I know, and I am trying really hard to work myself out of my job.” Sin is 
fascinating. How “church folks” often define sin when compared and contrasted to how Jesus 
defines sin is fascinating. When we (church folks) define sin we often think of an adulterer, a 
prostitute, an addict, a thief, etc. The “church folks” wondered why Jesus sat and ate with such 
sinners. Jesus said to them, “DUH!! Why do you think I came?!” (This is my interpretation, of 
course). Who has the greater sin?  - The tax collectors and sinners, or the self-righteous church 
folks who were looking down their long noses at Jesus and his dinner companions? 
 
We most often find Jesus hanging out with women caught in the very act of adultery, tax-
collectors who were skimming money to pad their own pockets, and fishermen who were 
deemed by the religious elite to be “unclean.” We most often find Jesus hanging out at 
Celebrate Recovery meetings, down at the County Jail, and at the Salvation Army. He even hung 
on a cross between two thieves. When one of them came to the hard realization of his own sin 
he asked Jesus, in the last hours of his life, “Lord, remember me.” To which Jesus replied, 
“Today you will be with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43). Let’s also not forget that he looked at the 
whole crowd from his place on the cross, lifted his eyes toward heaven and said, “Father forgive 
them, for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34). He said this for the benefit of the Roman 
soldiers who gambled for his clothes, AND the “church folks” (the religious leaders) who 
instrumented his death and stood their mocking him. No matter what “type” of sinner we are, 
we are all still sinners. We all need a Savior, and he came to save us ALL. 
 
Lord Jesus, we all need to be saved from our sins – even those of us who look down our long 
noses at other sinners. We repent. We seek forgiveness. We seek reconciliation. We seek a 
changed life. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience. Amen. 
 

- Pastor Steve 
 
 
 
 
 



The Lord’s Day: Sunday, February 18, 2018 
 
2 Timothy 3:14-17: But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed 
knowing from whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the 
sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  All 
Scripture in breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped 
for every good work..   
 
Blessed 
What a blessed life I have had.  When I think of growing up in a Christian home with parents 
that taught me, my sister and brother about Jesus, I feel such an overwhelming sense of 
gratefulness. I also feel a sense of responsibility. It is such a privilege to have the opportunity to 
share this devotion. In 1966 my home church was having a revival close to the season of 
Easter.  During that time we had many “revivals.”  We went to church every Sunday morning 
and evening, and on Wednesday evenings. It seems like almost everyone went to church during 
that time - at least in my neighborhood. It was such a delightful experience from my 
recollection.  We had Vacation Bible School and great Sunday School teachers. We felt very 
loved and cared for. Anyway back to the revival: I cannot recall exactly who the revival preacher 
was, but I do remember that I felt such a strong desire for salvation that I could hardly wait to 
get down the aisle and talk with the preacher about asking Jesus to come into my heart. I felt so 
happy and I was crying; it was so strange because I was happy but I was crying. I was six years 
old at the time but I understood that I was a sinner and I needed a Savior to forgive me of my 
sins. I wanted to become a Christian. 
 
We had many opportunities to learn more about the Bible and to serve the Lord. We had Bible 
drills and discipleship training. I helped with Children’s Church and helped with the bus 
ministry. As I got older I was involved in the youth choir and enjoyed going to youth camps. We 
had mission organizations and we learned about missionaries all over the world and prayed for 
them. We even got to meet missionaries and hear them speak. Because of these wonderful 
experiences and because of the amazing grace extended to me by Jesus dying to save me from 
my sins, I want to serve Him and worship Him.  
 
There is nothing to compare with having a growing relationship with Jesus. There are so many 
things that Jesus has done in my life it is hard to isolate one incident, but because salvation is of 
paramount importance, I just wanted to express how Jesus saved my soul. It is all about the 
free gift of salvation and how that changes everything in life. When you think about eternity 
there is nothing more important than salvation thru the blood of Jesus. 
 

- An Anonymous Contributor 
 
 
 
 



Lent – Day 5: Monday, February 19, 2018 
 
Matthew 25:41-46: Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Get away from me, you who will receive 
terrible things. Go into the unending fire that has been prepared for the devil and his angels. I 
was hungry and you didn’t give me food to eat. I was thirsty and you didn’t give me anything to 
drink. I was a stranger and you didn’t welcome me. I was naked and you didn’t give me clothes 
to wear. I was sick and in prison, and you didn’t visit me.’ “Then they will reply, ‘Lord, when did 
we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison and didn’t do anything to 
help you?’  Then he will answer, ‘I assure you that when you haven’t done it for one of the least 
of these, you haven’t done it for me.’ And they will go away into eternal punishment. But the 
righteous ones will go into eternal life. 
  
Driving Out Fear 
In Matthew 25 Jesus proclaims blessings and eternal life for those who feed the hungry, give 
drink to the thirsty, welcome strangers, clothe the naked, and visit the imprisoned. He 
proclaims eternal fire for those who do not, because in refusing to help them we have refused 
to help Jesus himself. The condemned will ask him, “Lord, when did we see you in such great 
need?” Jesus’ answer indicts us all to some degree: “I assure you that when you haven’t done it 
for one of the least of these, you haven’t done it for me.” 
  
We tend to act and react out of fear much of the time. We listen to negativity in the news. We 
get all caught up in politics, and often propaganda, and it scares the daylights out of us. We fear 
anything and anyone who is different from us. We see many national and world leaders react 
out of fear. When we live fearful lives we are suspect of everyone. Instead of taking the risk to 
help another human being, we just tend to stay out of everyone else’s life. We put extra locks 
on the doors, and on our hearts. We make sure we have plenty of ammunition in our guns, and 
in our words and actions. We look at those who are hungry, thirsty, naked, sick, homeless, and 
in prison with great suspicion. We tell ourselves, and others, that if they were not so lazy (or 
evil, stupid, and ignorant) they wouldn’t be in such a condition. Fear paralyzes our concern and 
love for others. Fear makes us do things that followers of Jesus shouldn’t do, not do things we 
should do, and say things we shouldn’t say. Compassion and concern goes out the window 
when we live our lives in fear. 
  
I am reminded of the words of the old apostle, There is no fear in love, but perfect love drives 
out fear, because fear expects punishment. The person who is afraid has not been made perfect 
in love (1 John 4:18). It is my prayer that we all may be made perfect in and by the love of God, 
because we have a lot of fear to drive out. We have a lot of hurting people that need to know 
the love of God in very real and concrete ways. Amen. 
 

- Pastor Steve 
 
 
 
 



Lent – Day 6: Tuesday, February 20, 2018 
 
JUST PRAY 
 
How many times have I gotten the answer “just pray” when asking someone what can I do for 
them following a tragedy in their lives.  It has bothered me for a while now because while that 
is an automatic answer, I thought it was incorrect. See,“just” leads one to think that there is 
nothing else one can do. Prayer is first and foremost what we can and should do. Taking an 
issue to God is our greatest privilege and who better to seek help from than the Creator of the 
Universe?  So I did a little research and “goggled” the meaning of “just”.  The definition that 
shed light on my belief defined “just” as :”exactly, precisely, absolutely, completely, totally, 
entirely, perfectly, utterly, wholly, thoroughly”.  So the next time the phrase “just pray” passes 
my lips or is heard by my ears, I will NOT consider it as a last resort but as an “exactly, precisely, 
absolutely, completely, totally, entirely, perfectly, utterly, wholly, thoroughly” way to speak to 
my God on someone’s behalf. What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! 
  

- Cathy Harris 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Lent – Day 7: Wednesday, February 21, 2018 

Every day is a new fresh day that we start. Sometimes things do not go as we wish. Be mindful 

that you have a purpose and our Lord has a plan for you; that is why you are here. God will help 

you fulfill that purpose and His plan for you. We are to live our purpose and go with faith in our 

Lord, and His plan for us will come to pass. Praise be the name of the Lord! 

Psalm 57:9: I will praise thee, O Lord, among the people: I will sing unto thee among 

the nations. 

When we reach out in love, we never know whose life we might affect. Have a Blessed Day! 

- Sue Mulroy 

 

 

 

 



Lent – Day 8: Thursday, February 22, 2018 

 

2 Corinthians 5:17: Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed 

away; behold, new things have come. 

Have you ever done home renovations?  Well The past few weeks we have been smack in the 

middle of making some changes to our home and to say it has been fun would be a complete 

lie.  My husband and I have fought, we have felt out of sorts, out of routine, uncomfortable.  All 

of those feelings that come along with change.  So a few days ago I was up to my eyeballs in 

sheet rock dust and paint fumes and out loud I said "God there is something to learn from 

everything that happens in our lives.  What should I be learning from this?” I don’t know that I 

was really expecting an answer. I honestly just asked the question out of frustration.  But He 

answered loud and clear.   

He immediately revealed to me how WE are so much like a home under renovation.  We begin 

with a plan and we have in our heads what the results will be.  Much like our own lives we can 

see our futures before us.  We know the college we will attend, we know how many kids we will 

have, what type of house we will live in- and then boom!  Something changes and our entire 

world is rocked.   

This is what we realized when we started working at our house.  We had a plan, but each day 

something else would be revealed that would change that plan.  Even worse, we’d usually find 

something else that needed to be fixed!  Something that had been hidden, or that we had 

gotten so used to, we didn’t realize that it was even an issue.  Gosh, doesn’t this sound like our 

lives? It does mine!  I’ve realized I am like a house that is under constant renovation.   

Sometimes I can do a quick fix, throw on a new coat of paint- and for a while- things will seem 

better.  But if I really want to see change- Im going to have to do some more work.  I'm going to 

need to go deeper in order to find the true cause of the problem, and for the most part it’s 

never easy. Its tiring, it takes time, it hurts, it stresses relationships, but it is needed.  In order to 

get to where I need to be, to get to where God wants me to be- the work has to be done.  And 

the results, oh wow the results.  Just like our newly renovated bathrooms- they are beautiful, 

they are worth it and they are a constant reminder of how far they’ve come.  Is there an area in 

your life that needs to be renovated?  We serve and amazing contractor who is ready to help us 

do the work.   

- Amy Sizemore 

 

 

 

https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/2-Corinthians/5/17


Lent – Day 9: Friday, February 23, 2018 

 

Prayer and Others 

My friend asked me to pray for her husband who had been recently diagnosed with stage 4 

cancer. Now the long road of treatment is beginning, coupled with both emotional pain and 

courageous hope. My heart goes out to this wonderful man who brings so much joy to others.  

Among his woodworking talents, he carves beautiful wooden crosses which he gives away, or 

sells at a low cost, for those who insist on paying. I have three of these.  

Thinking about those crosses, shaped with such love, has given me a new direction for my 

prayer life. I confess to feeling that my prayer life has shifted into second gear. It often seems to 

be a one-way conversation. I am constantly being disrupted by an unquiet mind. Prayer is a 

relationship that takes a lot of work, but sometimes I pray for seconds at a time rather than 

minutes at a time. I need the self-discipline to nurture my payer relationship and to dialogue 

with God more frequently.  I need to be more aware of the presence of God throughout the 

day. 

And these crosses will help me do that. From now through Lent I will wear one of those crosses 

throughout each day.  Since I typically don’t wear neck ornaments during the week, I will be 

aware of the cross as it swings and moves. That will serve as a frequent reminder for me to stop 

and pray for the health and wellbeing of my friends, and to trust God to hold them in his hands 

as they face these challenges.    

My prayer life should not end with the “amen.” Another prayer focus during Lent will be to turn 

my prayer life into grace in action.  As I pray for their healing, I can also bring comfort and cheer 

to others through writing cards, calling, visiting, and taking food or a surprise packages. For 

many people these area normal, everyday gestures. I realize that I focus more on tasks and 

assignments and not enough on warm-hearted actions that make a difference for others.  

During Lent I intend to nurture and develop my prayer life and to begin a lasting change. I 

expect that praying for others will become a regular, frequent occurrence. More than that, it 

will propel me to begin growing and sharing God’s love and concern in greater, more tangible 

ways.  

- Anne Jolley 

 

 

 

 



Lent – Day 10: Saturday, February 24, 2018 

 

Lenten Blessings through Groups 

As I ponder over the most feasible way to remove things that get in the way of my 

relationship with God, I wonder if Lent can be a time when groups work together to build a 

deeper relationship with God and one another? Working in unity to accomplish a common 

purpose might bring additional blessings and commitment to each member. 

Think about our purpose as classes, small groups, or tribes, and what things prevent us from 

attaining this purpose. What common focus could our groups work on during Lent? These 

examples can give some ideas and possibilities. (Don’t limit yourself to these, however.) 

1. Grow in our personal prayer life, Scripture reading, and worship. 

2. Increasingly study, understand, and internalize biblical truths. 

3. Establish a setting to share and exchange information and ideas about Bible truths. 

4. Create a safe and risk-free class environment where everyone is heard and accepted. 

5. Learn about and understand our Methodist doctrine and history.  

6. Build deeper, more caring relationships with one another. 

7. Actively share God’s love in the community.  

8. Find places of service within the church. 

9. Help unsaved members accept Jesus as Savior and Lord. 

10. Be a strong support for one another in times of crisis and need.  

11. Have an active, well thought-out, and intentional ministry plan. 

12. Set up the room to provide a welcoming appearance and a friendly environment. 

 

Each of these goals is valuable and needed in a group that seeks to be committed disciples of 

Jesus. Now think of your group. Which ONE of these does your group need to work on most 

during the Lenten season? (Note: Focusing intently on just one thing for this short period of 

time will be more effective than focusing on several at once.)   

 

- Anne Jolley 

 

 

 



The Lord’s Day: Sunday, February 25, 2018 

 

John 21-15-17: When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do 

you love me more than these?”“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.”Jesus said, “Feed 

my lambs.” Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”He answered, “Yes, Lord, you 

know that I love you.”Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” The third time he said to him, “Simon 

son of John, do you love me?”Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you 

love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.”Jesus said, “Feed my 

sheep.  

As a follower of Christ I love the season of Lent. It is when we, as true followers of Christ, have 

the opportunity to really shine for Jesus.  In this passage Jesus asks Peter if he loves Him three 

times.  I would like to share with you what I hear the word of God saying to me and to all of us 

through this scripture.  Jesus asks Peter, “Do you love me,” and Peter answers, “Yes Lord; you 

know that I love you,” and Jesus replies, “feed my lambs.”  I think when we become followers of 

Christ, He asks us to do the same thing by showing the people of the world the light of Christ 

within us.  We do that by being the hands and feet of Christ and by doing His will over our own. 

The second time Jesus asks Peter, “Do you love me?” Peter answers, “Yes Lord, you know I love 

you.”  Jesus replies, “Take care of my sheep.”  You may wonder. “How do I do this? How are we 

to take care of Jesus’ sheep?” We do this by doing things for people we know and people we 

come into contact with in our daily walk. The third time Jesus asks Peter, “Do you love me?” 

Peter is hurt, and he says, “You know I love you.” Then Jesus says, “Feed my sheep.”  We may 

be asking ourselves, “How do we do this?”  We do this by sharing God's word with others and 

by sharing what God has done for us. 

I would like to share with you what I believe Jesus is telling me. He is asking, “Farris do you love 

me?” and I am answering, “Yes Lord, you know I love you.”  Then Jesus says, “Feed my lambs.”  

Again Jesus asks me, “Farris do you love me?” and again I say, “Lord You know I love you.”  

Once again Jesus instructs me to care for His sheep. What does Jesus mean when He asks me to 

do this? I think he is asking me to care for others in every possible way. So I always offer a smile 

to the people I meet. I ask them how they are doing, and when I depart I tell them to have a 

blessed day. You would be surprised how it makes them feel! This, my brothers and sisters, is 

what Jesus is asking us to do. 

Prayer for today: Most gracious Lord, we come to you with open hearts and open minds so that 

we can be the disciples you want us to be.  Let us be a lighthouse in the world because You are 

the lighthouse keeper. We ask all this in Jesus name. Amen. 

- Farris A. Cason 

 

 



Lent – Day 11: Monday, February 26, 2018 
 
“Lent Re-Imagined” 
 
Luke 9:23  And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross daily, and follow me. 
Romans 8:1   There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 
Galatians 5:24  And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.  
1Peter 4:1  Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the 
same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin; 
 
As a young Christian, I didn’t understand the concept of Lent. I wondered what the big deal was over a 
40 day period in which I couldn’t have the thing that I had committed to do without until Easter 
morning. I considered Lent to be one of the “traditions of men that make the Word of God of no effect” 
(Matthew 15:6; Mark 7:13). For years, I never attempted to “try my hand at” Lent. . .…until I became a 
United Methodist in 1993. Even after I had been at Pelham UMC for a few years, I never committed to 
giving something up for Lent. But the year came when I finally decided to participate. I decided to give 
up soda pop. I lasted 3 days. I tried to give up chocolate the following year. I don’t think I lasted longer 
than 24 hours on that one. These and other failures I am not remembering made me face some 
uncomfortable things about myself; such as, I don’t seem to have a lot of follow-though in doing what I 
want to get done. Every spring for a few years it was the same cycle: a brave effort of self-denial (in my 
own estimation), followed by an intensified desire for the would-be abstained substance, the inevitable 
cave-in---and then intense self-condemnation. I disliked Lent, because it only made me feel bad about 
me. But gradually my opinion of Lent began to change. 
 
I finally realized that  to deny yourself something you enjoy and value is only a private act of worship of 
the One Who sees everything (remember how Hagar called Him “The Living One Who Sees Me”?), and 
not a vacuous religious practice that makes me uncomfortable. Lent is about saying to Christ Jesus 
through your actions, not merely in words:  “Because You denied Yourself food and human company in 
the wilderness for 40 days; because You chose to lay aside Your power and clothe Yourself in humanity 
(John 1:14) to reconcile all things back  to Yourself (Colossians 1:20)---including me; because You could 
have called twelve legions of angels to deliver you from Pilate and the Sanhedrin (while simultaneously 
overthrowing the tyranny of Rome as You did it) (Matthew 26:53)—yet, You endured the shame of the 
Cross (Hebrews 12:12), while You nailed the list of everything the devil has ever accused me of to that 
cross (Colossians 2:14)--- because of all those things, I choose to deny myself this trivial desire in grateful 
memory of everything You did for me.” 
 
So, in all the moments that will come when the desire for “that thing”---whatever it is---will  flood your 
will, impelling you to indulge “just once”, remember that you purposed to do without that thing, not for 
“religious practice”, or to be “participating in Lent”, but because you love Him. After all, He first loved 
you. If you will do this, the power to overcome that wave of desire will be there. He promised us it 
would be. 
 

- Martia Wilson 
 

 



Lent – Day 12: Tuesday, February 27, 2018 
 
Psalms 29: 11: “The Lord will give strength to his people. The Lord will bless his people with 
peace.”  
 
On November 13th, I had complete shoulder replacement surgery.  On the night before my 
surgery, I was in the home of my goddaughter, Kathy Huthchison, who was caring for me. We 
were talking and watching TV, when eventually the conversation shifted to church and worship 
and the importance of music. We discussed both traditional and contemporary music. I told 
Kathy, in recent years, I had grown to prefer contemporary over traditional.  She was very 
surprised and asked me why.  I shared with her how the words spoke to my heart in a special 
way that traditional music did not seem to do.  As an example, I asked her to Google the song 
“Oh, the Love of Jesus” because it has become one of my favorites. We sat for quite some time 
enjoying several different artists sing this beautiful song and being blessed each time. 
 
The next morning, as we arrived at the hospital for my surgery, I tried to act in control; but I 
was very nervous, a little teary, and, honestly, I was a little scared. I was take to a holding room 
where they gave me my gown, checked my vitals , and gave last minute instructions.  
Eventually, they came to take me to surgery.  As the nurse was preparing to put me to sleep, I 
realized that she was humming a familiar tune.  I asked her what she was humming, and she 
said she had no idea , but that she had been humming it for several days. I smiled and told her 
that she was humming a song called  ”Oh, the Love of Jesus”. WOW! At that moment, I knew 
that my Heavenly Father, the Creator of the Universe, was very real. Through the nurse 
humming that beautiful song, the Lord was letting me know that He loved me so much and was 
with me.  Needless to say, I went to sleep smiling 
 
Gracious and Comforting Savior, thank You for Your perfect timing, Your faithfulness, and Your 
reassurance that You are always with us. Amen. 
 

- Carolyn Smith 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lent – Day 13: Wednesday, February 28, 2018 
 

Change is Painful Sometimes 

Hebrews 4:12: “For the word of God is alive and active.  Sharper than any double-edged sword, 

it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and 

attitudes of the heart.”  

In Sunday School GMV Students have been talking about why the Bible matters, why the Word 

of God is important in our daily lives.  One of the verses we have focused on in this series is 

Hebrews 4:12.  The Bible is not just a book of historical figures or a book that tells us how to be 

a good person but the Bible is God’s Word and it is ACTIVE. That means that it causes change 

and sometimes change is painful.  If we look at the illustration above, we see that God’s word 

penetrates us to our core and is meant to cause permanent life change and change sometimes 

is incredibly hard.  Turning from our previous ways can be incredibly difficult and can 

sometimes be something we don’t want to do but God’s word stirs us to change.  So I want to 

encourage you in this Lenten season as you spend time in God’s word if you feel God stirring 

you to change, listen.  Though change can be hard and change can be painful sometimes; 

change for God is always worth it.  We may not know why a change is occurring but God will 

use it.  I pray that as God stirs our hearts to change that we as Christians have the courage and 

strength to step out and do it because though change is incredibly hard sometimes, a change 

for God is worth it. 

- Ian Sullivan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lent – Day 14: Thursday, March 1, 2018 

Proverbs 3:5-6 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;  
in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.”  
  
This passage is one of the most quoted or referenced when we want to “explain away” 
something we don’t understand. This verse has been etched on my heart many times recently.   
 

The past several years I have watched my grandmother drift away due to Althizmer’s disease. If 
you have ever experienced a loved one that has this horrible disease, you know it’s a long, hard 
goodbye.  Each day she drifts a little farther away and it brings new challenges to her caregivers 
and family.  My grandmother is a woman of strong faith and took care of my bed bound  
Grandfather for many years.  I have watched her love him (true love– the messy kind that 
doesn't involve roses) with all her heart until he passed away.  She has always been on the go 
with her friends and very involved in our church. Her life has always been a testimony to her 
faith.  She is now in the end stages and is unable to speak, walk and she can barely eat.  
Sometimes when I look into her eyes it seems she’s not even there and her soul has already left 
this world. She is missing that sparkle she once had.  
 

 I have questioned why such a godly women that lived her life devoted to God and her family & 
friends would have to suffer from Althizmers in her final years. But then God reminds me that 
my Mammaw was always someone I admired and she taught me a lot about life, true love and I 
watched her live out her faith– something that I strive to do daily.  He also reminds me that 
even though she can’t tell me “I love you” or give me a big hug with her boney little hands– she 
is still teaching me compassion, patience, gentleness and reminds me to not take anyone or any 
moment for granite because your life can change at any moment.   But most of all she is 
teaching me to trust in the Lord and not try to figure everything out.  God knows what he is 
doing and he is the only one that can see the whole picture.  And all the things that make us ask 
“why” one day will all be clear in the light of God’s love.   
 

 You may be facing a dead end right now– financial, emotional, physically, spiritually, 
 Relational– but God can see a path that you don’t even know about. If you will trust God and 
keep on moving forward in faith, even when you don’t see a way or can’t understand the 
situation, he will make a way and remind you that one day you will stand in the full light of 
eternity and view the big picture.  You’ll see God’s purpose behind the path He specifically 
chose for you. So for now choose to trust God in any situation and submit to him so he can 
guide you through every step of this life.  
  
 - Rachel Hodges 
  

 

 

 

 

 



Lent – Day 15: Friday, March 2, 2018 

 

Forgiveness…hmmmm.  It’s a decision, an action, an act of obedience, a pre-requisite to Grace, 

not a feeling.  Ok, but….  It’s hard!  At least it’s hard to WANT to do it!  Some time ago I had a 

person in my life who was a real source of contention.  Not only did this person not like me, but 

she was working against me in a way that hurt my relationship with someone else who was very 

important to me.  In the midst of my angst about this situation, I felt a direct command from 

God that I was to pray for her.  Ugh!  Not pray that she would change, or that she would be 

different or disappear, but I was to pray FOR her—as though I really liked her and wanted the 

best for her.  Wow!   

Well, I pray best by writing in a journal.  I had a routine of reading my Bible and devotions and 

then writing in my prayer journal in the morning.  But, the craziness of my life at this particular 

time had given me an excuse to get out of this habit.  So, in order to truly do what I knew God 

was telling me to do, I had to pick up this practice once again.  (God is sneaky like that!)  I began 

to read my Bible and devotions and to write my prayers in my journal again, and each day I 

would pray for this person.  No, I didn’t really want to at first, but I prayed for her health and 

well-being, for her to feel God’s Presence and His Peace in her life, to be joyful, to be happy.  

Through this process I learned that you CANNOT pray for a person daily and remain angry and 

negative toward them.  I did forgive her the harm she had done to me, and I did begin to try to 

be open to her, congenial.  Because of who she was I could not realistically cut her out of my 

life without hurting someone else.  She did not respond to me immediately, that took years.  

But I no longer carried the pain of anger and resentment that I had before I started praying for 

her.  My forgiving her may have made no difference to her, but it made a huge difference to me 

and my sense of Peace with my Savior.  And, I have never stopped my morning devotion time 

again.   

As Easter approaches, may we remember the sacrifice of Christ in order that our sins can be 

forgiven, and may we ask the Holy Spirit to help us forgive anyone who has hurt us. 

“If you forgive others their sins, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you don’t 

forgive others, neither will your Father forgive your sins.”  Matthew 6: 14-15 

- Laura Dunson 

 

 

 

 

 



Lent – Day 16: Saturday, March 3, 2018 

 

In the 90s Matt Redman wrote an amazing song titled, “The Heart of Worship”. This song was born from 

a time of fasting in their church. This type of fasting was different from what you may think a true 

fasting is, music was stripped away and they simply came together and worshipped God acapella. The 

pastor at the church realized that music had become a production for his congregation with the lights, 

sound and other theatricals. People had turned the worship aspect into an idol. It is so hard to believe 

that a person could take worship and turn it into an idol, but most anything in excess can become an 

idol. Psalm 29:2 NLT says, Honor the Lord for the glory of his name. Worship the Lord in the splendor of 

his holiness. Therefore, they went through a time at their church when they would come together and 

just sing the praises to God without a background of music. 

God recently laid the example of their church on my heart and it made me question the intention of our 

hearts. What are we doing when we come together to worship? Are we there for ourselves? Did we 

come to church because it’s the right thing to do? Is it a chance to get together with our friends and 

socialize? Are we giving God an offering of worship when we are there? Do we spend time worshipping 

God outside of church or is that the only time we are giving to God? If I am honest with myself, there are 

times when I am guilty of just going through the motions.  

As many Christians do, I go through times of not giving God any of my time except for his one hour on 

Sundays. And yet I want God to show up when disaster strikes, and I want him to show up immediately! 

The sad thing is that God does show up immediately, it may not be in the way I wanted him to show up. 

But when he doesn’t show up the way I expected, I think, “Well God is not here, He’s not coming to my 

rescue”. Truly, he is there and always has been there but I haven’t been quiet long enough to know he is 

there. I haven’t spent the time with him to recognize his presence. And if I can’t recognize his presence 

then how in the world can I understand what he is trying to say to me because I can’t hear him? 

The good news is that even though we don’t spend the amount of time with God we should, he 

absolutely loves it and shows up every time we stop to think of him. He is such a gracious God that he 

stops to listen to our wining, arguing, weeping, and joyful shouts of praises and prayers to him. But he 

longs for so much more than that. He wants us to talk to him the way we talk to our friends and spouses. 

He wants us to rely on him for our every need so he can make us stronger.  

During this Lenten season, I am going to be intentional about my time with God. Just as I have 

conference calls every single day for work, I am going to put God in my daily calendar and set the time 

aside for our conference call. It is time that I strip away everything else and meet with God to get to 

know him better so he can work through me.  

Create in me a clean heart, O God. Renew a loyal spirit within me. Do not banish me from your presence, 

and don’t take your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and make me willing to 

obey you. Psalm 51:10-12 

- Ashley Smith 

 

 



The Lord’s Day: Sunday, March 4, 2018 

Matthew 6:7-15: And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they 
will be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you 
need before you ask him. “This, then, is how you should pray: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed 
be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today 
our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.” For if you forgive other people when they sin 
against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive others their 
sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. 
 
I Don’t Need a Thing 
Donna Jo and I like to go for rides in the car. Well, actually she would rather go in the pick-up 
truck. We don’t go any place in particular. We just like to ride and talk, especially if it is a 
beautiful day. As we passed by a grocery store on the way home from one of our rides Donna 
asked, “Do you need anything from the store?” What a simple question, but at that moment, 
for whatever reason, it struck a chord in me. Donna and I were married at the tender ages of 19 
and 18. We celebrated our 39th wedding anniversary in December. Our son and his family are 
making a life of their own. We have two happy and healthy granddaughters. I still have both of 
my parents and Donna still has her Dad and a wonderful step-mother. God has seen us through 
sicknesses, surgeries, college and seminary. I have the privilege of preaching and teaching the 
gospel of Jesus as often as I please. I count no person to be my enemy, and my friends are too 
numerous to count. My reply to Donna’s question was, “Sweetheart, I don’t need a thing.” 
 
My prayers are simple these days, because my blessings are great. I think Jesus likes “simple.” 
His disciples often tried to complicate things, to compete with others with big and impressive 
words and actions, and he always called them back to himself. When we pray let’s honor His 
name, pray for the Kingdom to come, and ask for nourishment only for the day ahead. Let’s ask 
for our sins to be forgiven, and to be able to forgive others for theirs, to be preserved from 
temptation and delivered from evil. The beauty and simplicity of the Lord’s model prayer never 
ceases to amaze me. In it is the beauty and simplicity of the life we live in Christ. Let’s stop 
trying to over-complicate it, and when we do, let’s ask for forgiveness, restoration, and 
strength. 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

- Pastor Steve 
 
 
 



Lent – Day 17: Monday, March 5, 2018 
 

Psalm 46:10: He says, "Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I 
will be exalted in the earth." 
  
  
Be Still 
Many years ago, I was outside raking leaves on a beautiful Autumn day. I paused to rest for a 
moment, and to my surprise, heard a train horn in the distance. I tried to recall where the 
closet train track would be to where I lived, realizing that the closest one was about 12 miles 
away. After listening to the train's horn for awhile, I went back to my raking still pondering how 
I heard the noise from so far away.  
  
Then I had the epiphany:  
  
When the trees are leafless sound travels better. When our ears are covered we cannot hear, 
and when they are uncovered we can hear everything around us.  It is the same with people 
today and the busyness of our daily lives. When we are too busy, we tend not to hear what God 
is saying to us or when He calls us.  When we uncover our ears we hear much better. When we 
stop or pause in our busy lives, it is then we hear God. 
  
In this season of Lent, I hope you will stop; pause; be still! When we are still and surrender to 
God, we find peace when the Earth gives way, the mountains fall, or the nations go into an 
uproar causing kingdoms to fall.  When life gets overwhelming and busyness takes precedence, 
stop! Be still and know that God is omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient, holy, sovereign, 
faithful, infinite, and good!   
 

- An Anonymous Contributor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lent – Day 18: Tuesday, March 6, 2018 
 
 
Luke 11:27-32: As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in the crowd called out, “Blessed is 
the mother who gave you birth and nursed you.”  He replied, “Blessed rather are those who hear 
the word of God and obey it.” As the crowds increased, Jesus said, “This is a wicked generation. 
It asks for a sign, but none will be given it except the sign of Jonah. For as Jonah was a sign to 
the Ninevites, so also will the Son of Man be to this generation. The Queen of the South will rise 
at the judgment with the people of this generation and condemn them, for she came from the 
ends of the earth to listen to Solomon’s wisdom; and now something greater than Solomon is 
here. The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, 
for they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and now something greater than Jonah is here. 
 

A Sign 
“This is a wicked generation.” It is ironic that Jesus said these words in the first century, 
because we often hear the same thing about our 21st century world. Jesus said this “as the 
crowds increased.” Jesus’ words and actions attracted a lot of people. Well, until he said 
something to them that was hard to hear. One of the ladies present made a remark about how 
cool it would be to be Jesus’ mother. His reply was. “Nah. The coolest thing is to actually hear 
and obey the word of God.” Jesus was trying to teach them about the Kingdom of God, warn 
them about Satan, and teach them the importance of prayer and all they could think about was 
how cool it would be to be related to him. Good grief! No wonder Jesus called them “wicked.” 
Jesus’ response is one way to thin out the crowd. 
 
I was reminded this morning that people pay hundreds, even thousands, of dollars each month 
for a personal trainer to yell at them, make them sweat, and work their fingers to the bone to 
become physically fit, yet they refuse to invest in their own spiritual welfare or the ministry of 
Christ’s church. We are always looking for a sign, something cool, something that will impress 
someone else. We have one sign. As Jonah was in the belly of the fish for three days and then 
spit up on the shore, Jesus was in the tomb for three days and then burst forth from the tomb. 
For some reason we are not very impressed with that. Maybe it’s because we can’t post a selfie 
with the resurrected Jesus on Facebook. Spiritual muscles don’t show. We can’t brag about it. 
We want a sign. How ironic. What a wicked generation. 
 

Lord of resurrection and life, we are truly a wicked generation. Forgive us of our pride and 
complete selfishness. Help us to hear the words we don’t want to hear. Help us to repent. Help 
us to follow. Amen. 
 

- Pastor Steve 
 
 
 



Lent – Day 19: Wednesday, March 7, 2018 
 
 
Matthew 5:20, 48: “…..unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the 
teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven…..Be perfect, therefore, 
as your heavenly Father is perfect.” 
 

Sin and Perfection 
The religious leaders of Jesus’ day had a lot to say about the Law of Moses, and there were a lot 
of laws. Jesus reminds them, in verse 17, that he came to fulfill the Law, not abolish it. He goes 
on to say, “Yep, the law says murder is bad but I’m trying to tell you that if you are simply angry 
with a brother or sister, you are in danger of judgment. Yep, adultery is wrong but I am trying to 
let you know if you have lusted after someone you are still guilty. Oh yeah, you shouldn’t get 
divorced, but don’t get on your high-horse about it because just about all of you are guilty of 
some sexual sin or another.” 
 
So, sin is not just a deliberate act, but a deliberate thought. If we sin in our hearts and minds we 
have still sinned. The Law of Moses, as described by the religious leaders, described sin as an 
action. Jesus describes sin as something much deeper – simply thinking about it or harboring it 
in our hearts puts us in danger. So, unless we understand this then our “righteousness,” like the 
righteousness of the religious leaders, is not worth a lot and we are in danger of not entering 
the Kingdom. 
 
We all have a heart problem. Just because we wear long robes or hold positions of authority, it 
doesn’t mean we are immune to sin or exempt from judgment. We are ALL sinners because our 
thoughts betray us before God. Jesus ends this chapter by saying, “Be perfect as your heavenly 
Father is perfect.” In the Greek, this is the word telios. It means “complete” or “mature.” As 
there is no contradiction in God, there should be no contradiction in us. I’m still working on this 
one. How about you? 
 
 

O Lord our God, our thoughts truly do betray us. We may not be sinners in word or in deed, but 
we are sinners in our hearts and minds. Give us your Spirit that we may not sin against you. Help 
us to grow into complete and mature followers. In the name of Christ our Lord, Amen. 
 

- Pastor Steve 

 

 

 



Lent – Day 20: Thursday, March 8, 2018 
 

Matthew 5:43-48: Jesus said to his disciples: "You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love 
your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those 
who persecute you, that you may be children of your heavenly Father, for he makes his sun rise 
on the bad and the good, and causes rain to fall on the just and the unjust. For if you love those 
who love you, what recompense will you have? Do not the tax collectors do the same? And if 
you greet your brothers and sisters only, what is unusual about that? Do not the pagans do the 
same? So be perfect, just as your heavenly Father is perfect." 
 
 
Even Our Enemies 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a pastor who was imprisoned and killed in Nazi Germany, wrote these 
words: “Loving your enemy is the supreme demand in all of Scripture, and to pray for your 
enemies. By prayer we go to our enemy’s side and we stand with him and plead for him to 
God.” 
 
Well, what exactly should we pray for our enemies? We can always pray that they might come 
to know Christ. Maybe they already know Christ and we are the ones with the bigger problem. 
We might need to pray for ourselves. We can pray that God would bless their lives and help 
them, and that our own hearts would be softened. I could pray for God to give me the strength 
to forgive them; now that is a tall order. Through love and prayer for my enemies, God might 
help me see His grace and strength in my life in ways I have never seen before. 
 
I think in order to do this we must understand love as an action, not a feeling. Most often we do 
not feel like doing anything we do not want to do, anything that pushes us outside of our 
comfort zones, anything that requires sacrifice of ourselves. We are commanded to love our 
enemies. We do not have to enjoy it. Love is an act of the will that places another person’s 
welfare above my own…..even the welfare of my enemy. 
 
Lord Jesus, I realize this is a matter of obedience to You. Names have come to mind that I am 
accepting as work of Your Spirit. Help me to pray for my enemies. Help me to count on You to 
give me guidance on how I can love them. Give me strength in this endeavor, and give me 
peace. Amen. 
 

- Pastor Steve 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lent – Day 21: Friday, March 9, 2018 
 
 
Matthew 17:1-9: After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, 
and led them up a high mountain by themselves. There he was transfigured before them. His 
face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. Just then there appeared 
before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to 
be here. If you wish, I will put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 
While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This 
is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!” When the disciples heard 
this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. But Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” he 
said. “Don’t be afraid.” When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus. As they were 
coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, “Don’t tell anyone what you have seen, until 
the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 
 

Transfiguration 
Do you ever wonder what heaven talks about? Here Elijah and Moses, who had gone on to their 
heavenly reward centuries ago, show up to talk to Jesus about his finished work of salvation 
that was about to be accomplished on the cross. The transfiguration is a marvelous story about 
the presence of grace, and it comes in the form of a person. Old John says, “The Law comes 
through Moses, but grace and truth come through Jesus Christ” (John 1:17). Moses represents 
the Law, and Elijah is a representative of the prophets. The Old Testament is full of lawyers and 
prophets but they all bow to the way of grace! When Peter is witness to such a spectacle he 
offers to build three tabernacles – one each for Jesus, Moses, and Elijah. In so doing he is trying 
to put the Law and the prophets on equal footing with Jesus, but God spoke from heaven and 
emphatically said we are to listen to Jesus, not Moses or Elijah. We cannot elevate anything to 
the level of God’s grace, not even the Law and prophecies! 
 
When Moses came back down from Mount Sinai the people ran away from him (Exodus 20:18), 
but when Jesus came back down the mountain after his transfiguration, the people ran to meet 
him (Luke 9:37). Where the Law scares us away from the presence of God, grace draws us 
toward the Savior! 
 

Lord Jesus, thank you for the transfiguration. In it you have given us a glimpse of your glory. 
Help us to listen to you. Help us to come to you. Help us to love you more fully, as you love us. 
Show us the way of grace. Amen. 
 

- Pastor Steve 
 
 
 
 



Lent – Day 22: Saturday, March 10, 2018 
 
 

John 6:53-55, 60, 66-69: Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the 
Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my 
blood has eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day. 55 For my flesh is real food and my 
blood is real drink. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in 
them…..  On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can accept 
it?”…..  From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him.  “You do 
not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve. Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to 
whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.  We have come to believe and to know 
that you are the Holy One of God.” 
  
  
Will You Also Leave? 
Sometimes the early Christians would be accused of cannibalism. “This is my body broken for 
you. This is my blood given for you.” These are the words of Jesus at the Last Supper, the words 
we speak when we come to the Table of the Lord in our worship services. When Jesus informed 
the disciples that He was the bread of heaven, and that unless they ate his flesh and drank his 
blood they could have no part in him, well, it was hard to hear. Many people turned away from 
following Jesus. Sacrifice is hard - hard to do, and hard to understand. 
 
Jesus asked the twelve, his inner circle of followers, “Will you also leave?” Peter’s response 
shows so much faith: “Lord, to whom shall we go?” Can anyone else heal our infirmities? Can 
anyone else give us such comfort? Can anyone else care for our souls? Can anyone else offer us 
so great a salvation? When things are hard, and when things are hard to understand, to whom 
else shall we go? Jesus has the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and know that 
He is the Holy One of God. 
 

Lord Jesus, we want to follow you but sometimes it is hard. Sometimes life throws so much at us 
that we get scared and confused. Sometimes we want to go away from you. Sometimes our 
faith fails us. Forgive us, we pray, and free us for joyful obedience. Lord, we confess that there is 
no one else to go to but you. Strengthen us by your broken body and your shed blood. Let us 
participate in your resurrection. Amen. 
 

- Pastor Steve 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Lord’s Day: Sunday, March 11, 2018 
 
 
Matthew 23:1-12: Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, “The scribes and the 
Pharisees sit on Moses' seat, so do and observe whatever they tell you, but not the works they 
do. For they preach, but do not practice. They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear,  and lay them 
on people's shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to move them with their finger.  They 
do all their deeds to be seen by others. For they make their phylacteries broad and their fringes 
long, and they love the place of honor at feasts and the best seats in the 
synagogues and greetings in the marketplaces and being called rabbi by others. But you are not 
to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you are all brothers.  And call no man your 
father on earth, for you have one Father, who is in heaven. Neither be called instructors, for you 
have one instructor, the Christ. The greatest among you shall be your servant. Whoever exalts 
himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted. 
 

The Heart of a Servant 
One of the things concerning me most about the today’s Christian Church in America is that 
many churches are built on a foundation of selfishness and entitlement. Like the Pharisees, we 
enjoy believing the church will not survive without us, that we have earned the right to get our 
way, and that our interpretations are the most correct. We like to appear righteous before 
others, and we like for people to greet us with titles of respect and admiration. Jesus’ warning 
to us is poignant: “Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will 
be exalted. The faith that Jesus proclaims is about finding ways to serve, and to be a servant to 
others - to put others first, to put ourselves last, to consider others as equals no matter their 
standing, to understand that other people’s opinions and thoughts are as important as our 
own.  
 
Jesus did not just criticize the faith of the scribes and Pharisees with words. He showed them, 
and us, what real love, humility, and service looks like. Jesus demonstrated the exact same 
selfless, genuine, and authentic love that he demands of us. He was flogged, mocked, tortured, 
and executed for God and for us, not for himself. It was not some selfish egotistical stunt to 
gain fame and fortune. He loved God and us with his life and his death, and that is exactly what 
he asks of us. 
  
  
Lord, help us to have a servant’s heart – to love you and each other fully, to listen to you and 
others, to desire only to know you in your steadfast love, to love others as we love ourselves, to 
be happy with who we are in you, and not to desire the titles the world offers. Amen. 
 

- Pastor Steve 
 
 
 



Lent – Day 23: Monday, March 12, 2018 
 
 
Jeremiah 18:1-10: Jeremiah received the LORD’s word: Go down to the potter’s house, and I’ll 
give you instructions about what to do there. So I went down to the potter’s house; he was 
working on the potter’s wheel. But the piece he was making was flawed while still in his hands, 
so the potter started on another, as seemed best to him. Then the LORD’s word came to me: 

House of Israel, can’t I deal with you like this potter, declares the LORD? Like clay in the potter’s 
hand, so are you in mine, house of Israel! At any time I may announce that I will dig up, pull 
down, and destroy a nation or kingdom; but if that nation I warned turns from its evil, then I’ll 
relent and not carry out the harm I intended for it. At the same time, I may announce that I will 
build and plant a nation or kingdom; but if that nation displeases and disobeys me, then I’ll 
relent and not carry out the good I intended for it. 
 

In the Potter’s Hands 
The rabbis called Jeremiah “the Weeping Prophet.” They said 
he began wailing the moment he was born. When 
Michelangelo painted him on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel, 
he presented him in a posture of despair. He looks like a man 
who has wept so long he has no tears left to shed. His face is 
turned to one side, like a man who has been battered. His 
shoulders are hunched forward, weighed down by the sins of 
Judah. His eyes also are cast down - as if he can no longer bear 
to see God’s people suffer. His hand covers his mouth. He does 
not want to speak, but God’s words are like a fire in his bones. 
 
Those of us who have been in church and Sunday School for a 
while are familiar with the story of Jeremiah at the potter’s house. God can deal with us like a 
potter deals with his clay. God can reform and reshape our brokenness to his glory and our 
benefit, or God can cast us aside. God will change direction depending upon our response. He 
can be ready to bless us, but carry out harm against us if we displease him. He can be ready to 
destroy us, but instead bless us if we turn our hearts back to him. The news for the nation of 
Judah was not good. So Jeremiah brought the news, and he wept. During this season of 
repentance, may God break our hearts and bring us to repentance. May the Spirit enable us to 
place ourselves in the hands of the Potter, and be made anew. 
 

O Lord, we are in your hands as surely as the clay is in the hands of the potter. Remold us, Lord, 
and reshape us. Do not cast us from your presence, but forgive us, restore us, and give us the joy 
that come from your salvation. Amen. 
 

- Pastor Steve 
 



Lent – Day 24: Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

 

Luke 16:10-14: “Whoever is faithful with little is also faithful with much, and the one who is 
dishonest with little is also dishonest with much. If you haven’t been faithful with worldly 
wealth, who will trust you with true riches? If you haven’t been faithful with someone else’s 
property, who will give you your own? No household servant can serve two masters. Either you 
will hate the one and love the other, or you will be loyal to the one and have contempt for the 
other. You cannot serve God and wealth.” The Pharisees, who were money-lovers, heard all this 
and sneered at Jesus. 
  
  
You Cannot Serve Two Masters 
What does it mean to love money? It does not mean to admire the green paper or the silver 
coins. To know what it means to love money, you have to ask, “What is money?” Money is a 
very powerful symbol that can acquire for us all the goods and resources this physical world has 
to offer. The more money we have the more we can acquire. Money gets us what we physically 
need and desire. Often we cheat, steal and “fudge” a little on business deals so that we can get 
our hands on more money. Money, however, can acquire nothing from God. Zip. Zilch. Nada.  
  
Money is not the currency of the Kingdom of Heaven. God deals in the currency of GRACE - the 
love of God we cannot earn, do not deserve, and cannot buy. God offers it as a gift, freely. But, 
we have to be willing to receive it, and we cannot receive if we are not in a place - spiritually 
and otherwise - where we can receive it. “Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and 
he who has no money, come, buy and eat” (Isaiah 55:1). Money is the currency of human 
resources. So the heart that loves money is a heart that pins its hopes, and pursues its 
pleasures, and puts its trust in what human resources can offer. The heart that loves God, on 
the other hand, pins all its hopes and trust in the gift God freely offers that empowers and 
comforts us in the world, and offers us eternity in the next world. 
  
Love of money is the alternative to faith in God’s redemptive purposes through his grace. 
Therefore the love of money, or trust in money, is the flip side of unbelief in the promises of 
God. Jesus said, “No one can serve two masters. . . . You cannot serve God and money.” 
And…the religious leaders sneered at Jesus because they were money-lovers. Ironic. Sad. 
Tragic. What do we love most? Who do we love the most? 
  
  
Lord Jesus, help us to love you above all else, trust in you above all else, and be in the place 
where we can receive your free gift of grace. Amen. 
 

- Pastor Steve 
 

 



Lent – Day 25: Wednesday, March 14, 2018 

 

Philippians 3:13: Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: 
forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead…. 
 
 
A Forward Glance 
 
 
One of my favorite southern authors, Lewis Grizzard, once said, “As I have more time behind 
me now than in front of me, I spend more time looking backwards than I do forwards” (That’s 
not a direct quote, but it is pretty close). This was especially true for him. He had a bad heart, 
you see, and he knew his life would probably be shorter than most. He was right. He died at the 
age of forty-seven. He was not bitter about his state in life.  As a matter of fact he approached 
life with a great deal of humor. His books and articles relate a rare poignancy and honesty. He 
once said of his heart condition, “If it had not been for my bad ticker I would have been 
repelling from a helicopter in Viet-Nam, and some guy in black pajamas would have been 
shooting at me” (Again, not a direct quote, but close). We need forward thinkers, no doubt 
about it. However, I think one of our biggest problems as a society is that we do not stop long 
enough to reflect upon our past, both the good and the bad of it. How do we know where we 
should go if we cannot appreciate and learn from where we have been? So, taking my cue from 
Lewis, I shall reflect. Then, taking my cue from old Paul, I’ll try to look forward…a hard thing for 
an old guy, but we’ll see how it goes. 
 
 
O Lord, as our brother and your servant, Paul, said, we do not count ourselves as having 
attained any degree of success, but we will do everything we can to learn from the past, and 
look into the future you have prepared for us. Amen. 
 

- Pastor Steve 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lent – Day 26: Thursday, March 15, 2018 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18:  Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for 

this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 

 

Rejoice always? Pray continually? Give thanks in all circumstances?  These are not always 3 easy 

things to do at once.  Sometimes we can find it difficult to rejoice and give thanks when we are 

experiencing hard times, yet in hard times we turn to prayer.  When things in our lives are good 

and feel normal, we forget to pray and give God thanks for his faithfulness.  God cares about 

the condition of our hearts in every season.   

Prayer is our weapon and is essential for revival within you and within the church.  Praying 

continually (without ceasing) is a God-consciousness that we are to carry with us at all times.  

The lack of prayer will cause us to depend on ourselves, but unceasing prayer is dependence 

upon the Father. 

Jesus often stopped everything he was doing in order to pray.  Be real with God.  Give Him your 

hopes, thanksgiving, worries and frustrations.  He cannot take away the things we want to 

continue to control.  Be faithful to God and He will work out the details.   

“Solitude is the furnace of transformation.” – Henri Nouwen 

 

- Debbie Moore 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lent – Day 27: Friday, March 16, 2018 

 

1 Corinthians 13:4-7: Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade 

itself, is not puffed up;  does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no 

evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, 

hopes all things, endures all things.  

LOVE 

"Love suffers long...is not provoked..." Hmmm... People so often disappoint us. Many truly 

desire to follow Jesus, but every day life in this broken world lures them off the path. Often 

they just plain lie, not only to people who have trusted them, but to themselves. Sometimes 

those of us who have been following Jesus for a while tend to be incredibly harsh to those who 

have let us down, betrayed our trust, lied to us. I have to be careful. Sometimes I can teeter 

back and forth between holiness and self-righteousness, so I have to make a special effort to 

keep kneejerk responses at bay.  

I have to admit it is incredibly painful to be betrayed, but let's remember anger is often the 

natural result of the pain. I decided, a long time ago, if I am going to be mistaken when dealing 

with those who have betrayed my trust, I am going to be mistaken on the side of offering too 

much grace, rather than on the side of rendering too much judgment. "Love suffers long...it is 

kind...believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things." My hope is that all of us will come 

to a place of honesty, confession, repentance, and then forgiveness. There comes a time when 

accountability is a must, when judgment must be made and folks must bear the consequences 

of their actions. No argument there. I will trust the Holy Spirit, and my brothers and sisters in 

Christ, to guide me to when that time comes. Until then I just want to offer long-suffering grace 

- as difficult as that may be. I thank God for those in my life who have offered it to me when I 

needed it the most, because I have been a liar and a trust-breaker too. "We have all sinned and 

fallen short of the glory of God." Seems like I read that somewhere.  

 

O Lord, help us, by your Spirit, to be longsuffering and kind, not puffed up, not rude, 

unprovoked, always seeking the good of others. Enable us to rejoice in the truth, bear all things, 

believe all things, hope all things, and endure all things by the strength of your steadfast love. 

Amen. 

 

- Pastor Steve 

 
 
 



Lent – Day 28: Saturday, March 17, 2018 

 
Exodus 34:27-28: The Lord said to Moses: "Write down these words because by these words I 
hereby make a covenant with you and with Israel." Moses was there with the Lord forty days 
and forty nights. He didn't eat any bread or drink any water. He wrote on the tablets the words 
of the covenant, the ten words.  
 
BROKEN 
 
I dropped my favorite coffee mug. It had a painted imprint of my oldest granddaughter's hand 
from when she was three years old. As I swept up the shattered mug I shed a tear at the loss of 
the precious possession. I know she can make another one for me, and there will be lots of 
handmade gifts for me in the future, but she will never be three again. It reminds me of my own 
brokenness. It reminds me of how often I break precious things. It reminds me of my constant 
need for God's forgiveness, and the forgiveness of the people I love, and who also love me. It 
reminds me of how I desperately need to offer forgiveness, and of how I desperately need to 
receive it. 
 
God gave Moses the tablets of His testimony on Mount Sinai. God wrote the commandments 
on the stones with His very own hand. When Moses came down the mountain he observed the 
people worshiping a golden calf, and in anger he intentionally broke the tablets. We break a lot 
of things. Sometimes accidentally, and sometimes on purpose. God called Moses back up the 
mountain. For 40 days and nights Moses carved the tablets himself. He fasted. He must have 
prayed. God didn't do the work of reconciliation for him. Moses had to "make things right" 
himself, but God never abandoned him. He was with him. Always. He forgave him. 
 
Today I am wondering if, in my brokenness, I have broken the heart of God, or the heart of 
someone I love, someone who is fragile, someone who is struggling. It might not have been 
intentional, but I might have done it nonetheless. I need to make it right. God is not going to do 
it for me, but I know He will never abandon me. He is with me. Always. He will forgive me. He is 
with you. Always. He will forgive you, too. 
 
 
O Lord, I am so broken. Put me back together. Give me another chance. I know there are things I 
need to make right. Lead me to a place where I can make amends. Forgive me. Help me to ask 
for forgiveness. Empower me to forgive others. I ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is one with You and the Holy Spirit, One God forever and ever. Amen. 
 

- Pastor Steve 
 
 
 
 



The Lord’s Day: Sunday, March 18, 2018 

Deuteronomy 9:25-29: I lay prostrate before the Lord those forty days and forty nights because 
the Lord had said he would destroy you.  I prayed to the Lord and said, "Sovereign Lord, do not 
destroy your people, your own inheritance that you redeemed by your great power and brought 
out of Egypt with a mighty hand. Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Overlook 
the stubbornness of this people, their wickedness and their sin. Otherwise, the country from 
which you brought us will say, 'Because the Lord was not able to take them into the land he had 
promised them, and because he hated them, he brought them out to put them to death in the 
wilderness.' But they are your people, your inheritance that you brought out by your great 
power and your outstretched arm."  
 
ANGER & INTERCESSION 
 
Many years ago a married man in a congregation I served had been having an affair with his 
neighbor's wife. When the cheating man's wife discovered this she kicked him out of the house. 
I would have too. When he came to talk to me he said, "Well preacher, I've lost my wife, my 
girlfriend, and a place to live all in one day." His callous and selfish remark made me angry. I 
replied, "Well, just be glad I'm not Moses, because if I were I would gather the church together; 
we would stone you to death and then stack a big pile of rocks on your dead body as warning to 
other cheating husbands!" I was not feeling very pastoral at the moment. I later repented and 
helped this cheating husband and his wife find a professional marriage counselor. As their 
pastor I prayed for them and prayed with them through a difficult and long reconciliation. 
Praying for her was no problem. Praying for him, I must confess, was not easy. 
 
It is hard for us to imagine God as being angry, but there are several instances in scripture when 
He was ready to pour out his wrath on the Hebrew people. Moses interceded in prayer for the 
people for forty days. There were times when Moses was ready to throw up his hands in 
surrender too, and give up on these stubborn and wicked people. We, as fallen human beings, 
are a mess. God, as angry as He was, and Moses, as frustrated as he was, continued to 
intercede on behalf of the people. It was often a difficult and long reconciliation. Praying for 
them couldn't have been easy. Forgiving them must have been even more difficult. 
 
Today I am going to intercede in prayer for those with whom I am angry. It is not going to be 
easy, but it is necessary. We are all lost without grace and forgiveness, and there have been 
many times I have been forgiven when I really didn't deserve it. Who does? I am glad God does 
not give us what we deserve. I fear we would all be in trouble…..me included. 
 
O Lord, I am angry. You already know this because you know all things. As difficult as it is, I 
intercede for the ones with whom I am angry - in the name of Jesus. Forgive them, Lord. Restore 
them. Forgive me, Lord. Restore me. I am a mess, too. This I ask in the name of Jesus our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

- Pastor Steve 



Lent – Day 29: Monday, March 19, 2018 
 
 
Exodus 16:33-34: Moses said to Aaron, "Take a jar, and put one full omer of manna in it. Then 
set it in the Lord's presence, where it should be kept safe for future generations." Aaron did as 
the Lord commanded Moses, and he put it in front of the covenant document for safekeeping.  
 
Psalm 77:11: But I will remember the Lord's deeds; yes, I will remember your wondrous acts 
from times long past.  
 
 
 
REMEMBERING GOD'S PROVISION 
 
At one time some friends gave us a one-eyed Chihuahua named Chi-Chi. When Chi-Chi would 
receive a treat or a dog biscuit he would find a place right up next to the foundation of the 
house and he would bury it. There were treats buried all the way around the outside of the 
house. Chi-Chi was never convinced that we were going to make sure he was fed every day, so 
he hoarded morsels of food. 
 
In our getting, gaining, and hoarding are we forgetting that all good things come from above? 
Are we forgetting that all blessings ultimately come from God? When the children of Israel 
were being fed with manna from heaven, Moses ordered a jar to be filled with manna and 
placed with the sacred writings so that future generations would be reminded of God's 
provision during forty years of dwelling in a barren desert. 
 
Today I am going to be thankful for God's provisions, God's blessings. I am going to ask 
forgiveness for my forgetfulness, and I am going to remember. 
 
 
O Lord, so often we forget that all good and joyful things come from you. Forgive us and help us 
to remember how far you have brought us, and how far you will take us. Help us to live as 
thankful people, as generous people, as trusting people. In name of Jesus, Amen. 
 

- Pastor Steve 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lent – Day 30: Tuesday, March 20, 2018 
 
 
Numbers 13:1-2; 25; 31-33: The Lord said to Moses, "Send some men to explore the land of 
Canaan, which I am giving to the Israelites. From each ancestral tribe send one of its 
leaders."...At the end of forty days they returned from exploring the land...But the men who had 
gone up with him said, "We can't attack those people; they are stronger than we are." And they 
spread among the Israelites a bad report about the land they had explored. They said, "The land 
we explored devours those living in it. All the people we saw there are of great size. We saw the 
Nephilim there. We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same to 
them." 
 
 
MISSING THE PROMISED LAND 
 
Henry Ford said, "Problems only exist for solutions." Cervantes wrote Don Quixote while in jail. 
John Bunyon wrote Pilgrim's Progress while in jail. When Thomas Edison invented the 
phonograph, he was almost completely deaf. It amused him that other people had to shout to 
talk to him, saying, "A man who has to shout can never tell a lie." Comedian, Milton Berle, said, 
"If opportunity doesn't knock, build a door."  
 
It is an amazing thing to me that God didn't just command the Israelites to enter the promised 
land. Instead He told Moses to send men from each tribe into the land to explore it and come 
back with a report. They explored the land for forty days. When they returned ten out of twelve 
of the spies said it just couldn't be done. As a result they had to wait forty years to finally enter 
the land. By the time the forty years had elapsed the original generation of former slaves had 
died in the desert, and the next generation entered the land. The first generation missed their 
opportunity 
 
It seems God will test our faith, and God will not take us into new territory if we are faithless. 
God will give us opportunity to change our hearts and minds, or God will wait for us to die and 
give those opportunities to someone else. God has all the time in the world. God is eternal after 
all. How many opportunities are we missing because we are scared or stubborn? I will pray for 
courage today. I want to be able to enter the promised land - to see problems as only 
opportunities for solutions. 
 
 
Lord Jesus, we are often faithless. Increase our faith. We are often scared. Give us courage. We 
often miss opportunities to accomplish your will because we are stubborn. Forgive us. Enable us 
see more clearly the path you have set before us. In the name of Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

- Pastor Steve 
 
 



Lent – Day 31: Wednesday, March 21, 2018 
 
 
“Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God- this is true and proper worship.  Do not conform to the 
pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able 
to test and approve what God’s will is- his good, pleasing and perfect will.” Romans 12:1-2 
 
 
OUR PURPOSE 
 
Do you ever question what God’s purpose is for you in a specific situation or in life in general.  I 
know many times I face this question, “God what am I supposed to do?”  For DNOW this year 
we focused on God’s purpose for our lives and the verses in Romans 12 were our theme verses.  
Many times in life we question how to handle things or where to go next.  A lot of times we ask 
people around us or people closest to us how to handle situations without even going to our 
creator, our God.  God gives us specific instructions all over the bible to handle situations but 
not every situation you face in life is specifically addressed in the Bible but God doesn’t leave us 
hanging in these situations.  If we use Romans 12:1-2 I believe it will give us a starting point for 
every situation we face.  What if we woke up every day and faced every situation as a living 
sacrifice for God and chose to look different than the world around us?  I believe that we would 
handle these tough and difficult situations we face a whole lot differently and our purpose for 
doing things would drastically change.  So I encourage you in this Lenten season to look 
different than the world around you and wake up every day knowing we can worship our God 
by being His light in the world to others. 
 

- Ian Sullivan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lent – Day 32: Thursday, March 22, 2018 
 

 
 

- Angel Dahlgren 
 



Lent – Day 33: Friday, March 23, 2018 
 
 

LINGERING PAIN 

 

Then I would still have this consolation - my joy in unrelenting pain - that I had not denied the 

words of the Holy One.  Job 6:10 

 

Lingering pain, whether emotional or physical, drains you of your energy.  It begs for 

attention.  A sound in your mind that you can't seem to silence or a movement in your body 

that sends waves, pangs, or throbs that enslave your mind can be exhausting.  Job was at that 

point in this verse.  He wanted it to stop, but it just wouldn't.  How he describes his feeling 

while in this state is joy.  What!?  You see, one of the things I admire about Job is his 

focus.  Whatever the circumstances he faces, he focuses on God.  He wants an end to the pain - 

demands an end - and during that fight he focuses on God's word and how he can stay true to 

it.  The pain is still there, but he clings to the Lord's words to make sure he continues to aim 

himself in the right direction during a time that could have been his ultimate undoing.  During 

Lent, when we take time to reflect on our lives and how we are living them, lingering pain may 

try to blind us, if we allow it, to make us focus too much on penance and abstinence and not 

enough on spiritual renewal. 

He prays to God and finds favor with Him he sees God's face and shouts for joy; he is restored 

by God to his righteous state.  Job 33:26 

Praise the Lord! 

 

- Pam Ansardi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lent – Day 34: Saturday, March 24, 2018 

 

Each Lenten season brings back special memories, as I was baptized into the family of Christ just before 

Ash Wednesday in 2014 at the age of 47.  While I grew up in a very good, middle class American family, 

we did not go to church.  Nevertheless, my parents taught me many of the core ethical and moral values 

that my Christian friends learned.  Even though I attended small, Baptist-affiliated schools for much of 

my childhood, I never really “bought in” to Christianity or even the existence of God.  During my college 

years, I majored in microbiology, which reinforced my link between truth and data.   My wife, Pam, 

started attending GMVUMC in the late 1990’s, while I mostly looked on from the outside, not 

understanding the “need” for a Christian label to be a decent, loving person. In 2007, Pam went off to 

the very first Royal Family KIDS Camp.  Not long after, I started attending church regularly, although I 

didn’t really accept what I was hearing.  In 2012, I volunteered with the camp as the Child Placement 

Coordinator and later started attending camp so I could work with the kids directly.  Somewhere in this 

period, I accepted the basic philosophical arguments for the existence of God, and I hoped that God was 

good and loving; however, I still didn’t believe that Christianity had any unique hold on truth.   

My conversion to Christ happened unexpectedly.  The scientist in me almost wishes I could point to the 

one apologetic argument, the one piece of evidence that finally did the trick.  But honestly, there wasn’t 

one.  It was a spiritual moment, and it happened on a chilly Sunday afternoon in February as dozens of 

us exhausted consignment sale volunteers were walking unsold items out to sellers’ cars.  Truth shined.  

I have often wondered why God grabbed me at the end of a church consignment sale.  I think He knew I 

had reached the end of an education period where not only words revealed truth, but also the life 

transformations in those doing Christ’s work.  I had seen Pam bloom from someone who really wasn’t 

interested in working with children to directing a summer camp for foster kids.  I saw friends put aside 

their American comforts to help bring the church to desperately poor people in Peru.  I saw a retired 

Pastor step into our church as an interim and eloquently speak to us in words that didn’t seem to be his 

alone.  I saw exhausted sale workers sacrifice time and energy year after year, raising money for God’s 

work.   

I have also re-asked myself about the “need” for Christianity when there are plenty of loving, moral, 

ethical, and sacrificial people around the world who don’t claim Christ.  I believe that all good things, 

and all love, come from God and through Christ, even when we don’t know or acknowledge Him.  When 

we acknowledge and take on Christ, we do good things, but the power of the Holy Spirit energizes our 

work and fuels transformation, continually steering us toward the source of all that is loving and good.In 

Matthew 5:14, Jesus tells us that we “are the light of the world,” and in Matthew 5:16 he instructs us to 

“let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in 

heaven.”  During Lent, God reminds us to resist the temptations of the world, as Jesus defied Satan 

during his 40-day trial.  As a former agnostic skeptic, I can’t emphasize enough how important it is for 

Christians to be light, allowing Christ to transform us through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  Trust me.  

The nonbelievers, the skeptics, the fence sitters, and the curious are watching.  You never know when 

some small sacrifice, some kind word, or some evidence of a changed life might be the “hands and feet” 

of God tipping a nonbeliever into their consignment sale moment of revelation!   

- David Ansardi 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

The following devotions are all written by 
by our Senior Pastor 

 
Rev. Steve Baccus 

 
These focus on the daily events of the last week of Jesus’ 

life before his crucifixion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



The Lord’s Day: Palm Sunday, March 25, 2018 

 
 

Jesus Comes Victoriously to Jerusalem  
Luke 19:28-44: 28 After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to 
Jerusalem. 29 As he approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the 
Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, 30 “Go to the 
village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which 
no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why 
are you untying it?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it.’” 32 Those who were sent ahead 
went and found it just as he had told them. 33 As they were untying the colt, 
its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34 They replied, “The 
Lord needs it.” 35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and 

put Jesus on it. 36 As he went along, people spread their cloaks on the road. 37 When he came near the 
place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise 
God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen: 38 “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the 
Lord!” “Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, 
“Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” 40 “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” 41 As 
he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it 42 and said, “If you, even you, had only known 
on this day what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes. 43 The days will come upon 
you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in on every 
side. 44 They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not leave one 
stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God’s coming to you.” 
 

 
 
A lot of things speak to me in this text, but what speaks loudest is this:  Two 
processions entered Jerusalem on that spring day over 2000 years ago. One was a 
peasant procession, the other an imperial procession. From the east, Jesus rode a 
donkey down the Mount of Olives, cheered by his followers. Jesus was from the 
peasant village of Nazareth, his message was about the kingdom of God, and his 
followers came from the peasant class. On the opposite side of the city, from the west, 
Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor, entered Jerusalem at the head of a column of 
imperial soldiers. Jesus’ procession proclaimed the kingdom of God. Pilate’s proclaimed 
the power of the empire. The two processions embody the central conflict of the 
following week that led to Jesus’ crucifixion. Jesus’ procession deliberately countered 
what was happening on the other side of the city. Pilate’s procession embodied the 
power, glory and violence of the empire that ruled the world. Jesus’ procession 
embodied an alternative vision, a vision that comes from God. This contrast, between 
the kingdom of God and the kingdom of Caesar, is central to the story of Jesus. The 
confrontation between these two kingdoms continues through the last week of Jesus’ 
life. The questions that beg to be answered are, “In which procession do we find 
ourselves?” and “Are we more impressed by the power of the empire, or the coming of 
God’s Kingdom in a way we did not expect?” 
 
 



A Prayer for Passion/Palm Sunday 
Almighty God, you sent your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to suffer death on the 
cross. Grant that we may share in his obedience to your will through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and 
ever. Amen. (The United Methodist Hymnal, #281) 
 

 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Lent – Day 35: Monday of Holy Week, March 26, 2018 
 

Jesus is Anointed at Bethany 
John 12:1-11: Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, 
where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 Here a 
dinner was given in Jesus’ honor. Martha served, while Lazarus was 
among those reclining at the table with him. 3 Then Mary took about a 
pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet 
and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the 
fragrance of the perfume.4 But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, 
who was later to betray him, objected, 5 “Why wasn’t this perfume sold 

and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages.” 6 He did not say this because he cared 
about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what 
was put into it.7 “Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save this perfume for the 
day of my burial. 8 You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have me.” 9 Meanwhile 
a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and came, not only because of him but also to see 
Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 10 So the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus as well, 11 for 
on account of him many of the Jews were going over to Jesus and believing in him. 
 
 
Mary’s gift to Jesus was extravagant. Judas was correct; pure nard was expensive.  
Whatever Mary's intentions, whatever her personal thoughts or feelings in this selfless 
act of devotion, Jesus sees it in reference to his coming death. There is no reason to 
think Mary knew the full import of what she was doing any more than Caiaphas would 
know the full depth of what he would soon say (John 11:49-51). The people around 
Jesus are acting for their own reasons, yet they caught up in a story they do not fully 
understand. They are doing and saying things with significance beyond their imagining. 
Mary in her devotion unconsciously provides for the honor of Jesus’ burial. Judas in his 
selfishness will unconsciously bring about his Lord’s death. Are we aware of the 
significance of our own words and actions? Do we most often act out of devotion to the 
Master, or out of selfishness? What impact do our words and actions have on our 
selves and others? How do our words and actions impact the story of Jesus in our lives, 
and in the lives of others? 
 

 
 



A Prayer for Monday of Holy Week 
For Guidance: O God, just as we look in the mirror to see any soiled spots on our 
face, so let us look to you in order to understand the things that we have done 
amiss. We are like a reed shaken in the wind; we are inexpressibly weak. Leave 
us not to ourselves, but dwell in our hearts and guide our thoughts and actions. 
Amen. (United Methodist Hymnal, #366) 

 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Lent – Day 36: Tuesday of Holy Week, March 27, 2018 

 
Jesus Predicts His Death 
John 12:23-36: 23 Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified. 24 Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and 
dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 
25 Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in 
this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever serves me must follow me; and 
where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves 
me. 27 “Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from 
this hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. 28 Father, glorify 
your name!” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify 
it again.” 29 The crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; others 
said an angel had spoken to him. 30 Jesus said, “This voice was for your 

benefit, not mine. 31 Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven 
out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33 He said this to show the 
kind of death he was going to die. 34 The crowd spoke up, “We have heard from the Law that the Messiah 
will remain forever, so how can you say, ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up’? Who is this ‘Son of Man’?” 
35 Then Jesus told them, “You are going to have the light just a little while longer. Walk while you have the 
light, before darkness overtakes you. Whoever walks in the dark does not know where they are going. 
36 Believe in the light while you have the light, so that you may become children of light.” When he had 
finished speaking, Jesus left and hid himself from them. 
 
 
“Unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains a single seed. But if it 
dies, it produces many seeds.” These words are often used at funeral services. They 
speak of resurrection. This is why we should practice calling a funeral “A Service of 
Death and Resurrection.” Jesus is speaking profoundly when He speaks of his death 
and resurrection, and the power they have to “drive out the prince of this world.” He also 
revisits John’s proclamation in chapter one, when he proclaims we are to become 
children of “light.” Do I have faith to know that in death there is a resurrection? Do I live 
as a child of light in a world darkened by sin? 
 

A Prayer for Tuesday of Holy Week 
Prayer for a New Heart: Thou who art over us, Thou who art one of us, Thou who 
art: Give me a pure heart, that I may see thee; a humble heart, that I may hear 
thee; a heart of love, that I may serve thee; a heart of faith, that I may abide in 
thee. (United Methodist Hymnal, #392) 



Lent – Day 37: Wednesday of Holy Week, March 28, 2018 
 

Jesus Predicts Judas’ Betrayal 
John 13:21-32: 21 After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit 
and testified, “Very truly I tell you, one of you is going to betray me.” 
22 His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them 
he meant. 23 One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was 
reclining next to him. 24 Simon Peter motioned to this disciple and 
said, “Ask him which one he means.” 25 Leaning back against Jesus, 
he asked him, “Lord, who is it?” 26 Jesus answered, “It is the one to 

whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.” Then, dipping the piece of bread, he 
gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. 27 As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him. So 
Jesus told him, “What you are about to do, do quickly.” 28 But no one at the meal understood why Jesus 
said this to him. 29 Since Judas had charge of the money, some thought Jesus was telling him to buy what 
was needed for the festival, or to give something to the poor. 30 As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he 
went out. And it was night. 31 When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is 
glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once. 
 
 
Some of us know how devastating it is to be betrayed by someone we love. Some of us 
may have been the betrayer at one time or another. Jesus shares a holy meal with his 
closest followers, and He washes their feet. Then He predicts that one of them will 
betray him. John is especially full of disdain for Judas. I get the impression John, as 
compared to the other gospel writers, dislikes Judas the most. In the chapel in 
Founder’s Hall at Athens State University in Athens, Alabama (my alma mater) there is 
a wood carving of the second coming of Christ. In the background are carved twelve 
stars that represent the twelve Apostles. One star, the one that represents Judas, is 
carved half-way on and half-way off the carving. The artist did this intentionally, 
wondering if even Judas may have found forgiveness. After all, haven’t we often 
betrayed the Lord with our own self-centeredness? Would I, given the same 
circumstance, have been a Judas? Would you? 
 
 
 

A Prayer for Wednesday of Holy Week 
For True Life: Govern all by thy wisdom, O Lord, so that my soul may always be 
serving thee as thou dost will, and not as I may choose. Do not punish me, I 
beseech thee, by granting that which I wish or ask, if it offend thy love, which 
would always live in me. Let me die to myself, that I may serve thee; let me live 
to thee, who in thyself art the true life. Amen. (United Methodist Hymnal, #403) 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Lent – Day 38: Holy Thursday, March 29, 2018 
 

Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial  
John 13:27-38: 27 As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him. So 
Jesus told him, “What you are about to do, do quickly.” 28 But no one at the meal 
understood why Jesus said this to him. 29 Since Judas had charge of the money, 
some thought Jesus was telling him to buy what was needed for the festival, or to 
give something to the poor. 30 As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he went 
out. And it was night. 31 When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is 
glorified and God is glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the 
Son in himself, and will glorify him at once. 33 “My children, I will be with you only 

a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you 
cannot come. 34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 36 Simon Peter 
asked him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus replied, “Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you 
will follow later.” 37 Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 38 Then 
Jesus answered, “Will you really lay down your life for me? Very truly I tell you, before the rooster crows, 
you will disown me three times! 
 
 
Jesus shares a holy meal with his closest followers. He washes their feet. He predicts 
Judas’ betrayal. And then he predicts Peter’s denial. This is big, strong, outspoken, 
impetuous, faithful Peter. This is Peter “the rock.” Peter is not nearly as ready as he 
thinks. He claims he will lay down his life for Jesus, but he does not know his own heart. 
He loves Jesus, but his love is imperfect. Despite his own estimate of his devotion, his 
love is still too selfish and he does not yet have the guidance of the Spirit. The Lord will 
bring Peter to a place of maturity, and Peter will indeed give his life for his faith in 
Jesus…but not at this point in the journey. He will deny the Lord as the Lord dies for 
him. The poor showing of Peter, Judas and the other disciples at this point can be an 
encouragement to us in our immaturity. The Lord is incredibly patient. Indeed, He truly 
is love, and His mercy endures forever. Thank God for his amazing grace! How do I 
need to mature in my faith? What about you?  
 

 
A Prayer for Holy Thursday 
For Holiness of Heart: Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart. Here is the 
citadel of all my desiring, where my hopes are born, and all the deep resolutions 
of my spirit take wings. In this center, my fears are nourished, and all my hates 
are nurtured. Here my loves are cherished, and all the deep hungers of my spirit 
are honored without quivering and without shock. In my heart, above all else, let 
love and integrity envelop me until my love is perfected and the last vestige of my 
desiring is no longer in conflict with thy Spirit. Lord, I want to be more holy in my 
heart. (United Methodist Hymnal, #401) 

 
 
 



Lent – Day 39: Good Friday, March 30, 2018 
 
It is hard to reflect on Good Friday without reading the whole story (below). I would 
encourage you to read it aloud. Read it to yourself, or your family, or your friends. Read 
it to anyone who will listen. I still cannot read it without getting emotional. I hope the 
story always has this effect on me. Jesus rode into town victoriously on Sunday, but by 
Friday he had been betrayed, denied, falsely arrested, railroaded into an illegal trial, 
touted by a blood-thirsty mob, scourged beyond recognition, nailed to a tree, and buried 
in a borrowed tomb. But, as S.M. Lockridge so famously said, “It’s Friday. Jesus is 
hanging on the cross. The disciples are questioning. What has happened to their King? 
But it’s only Friday…and Sunday’s coming.”  Are we ready for Sunday? 
 

Jesus Is Arrested 
John 18:1-14: When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his 
disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley. On the other side there 
was a garden, and he and his disciples went into it. 2 Now 
Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had 
often met there with his disciples. 3 So Judas came to the 
garden, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials 
from the chief priests and the Pharisees. They were carrying 
torches, lanterns and weapons. 4 Jesus, knowing all that was 
going to happen to him, went out and asked them, “Who is it 

you want?” 5 “Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the 
traitor was standing there with them.) 6 When Jesus said, “I am he,” they drew back and 
fell to the ground. 7 Again he asked them, “Who is it you want?” “Jesus of Nazareth,” 
they said. 8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. If you are looking for me, then let 
these men go.” 9 This happened so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: “I 
have not lost one of those you gave me.” 10 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it 
and struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off his right ear. (The servant’s name was 
Malchus.) 11 Jesus commanded Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup 
the Father has given me?” 12 Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and 
the Jewish officials arrested Jesus. They bound him 13 and brought him first to Annas, 
who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. 14 Caiaphas was the 
one who had advised the Jewish leaders that it would be good if one man died for the 
people. 
 
Peter’s First Denial 
John 18:15-18: 15 Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. Because this 
disciple was known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the high priest’s 
courtyard, 16 but Peter had to wait outside at the door. The other disciple, who was 
known to the high priest, came back, spoke to the servant girl on duty there and brought 
Peter in. 17 “You aren’t one of this man’s disciples too, are you?” she asked Peter. He 
replied, “I am not.” 18 It was cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they 
had made to keep warm. Peter also was standing with them, warming himself. 
 
 



The High Priest Questions Jesus 
John 18:19-23: 19 Meanwhile, the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and 
his teaching. 20 “I have spoken openly to the world,” Jesus replied. “I always taught in 
synagogues or at the temple, where all the Jews come together. I said nothing in secret. 
21 Why question me? Ask those who heard me. Surely they know what I said.” 22 When 
Jesus said this, one of the officials nearby slapped him in the face. “Is this the way you 
answer the high priest?” he demanded. 23 “If I said something wrong,” Jesus replied, 
“testify as to what is wrong. But if I spoke the truth, why did you strike me?” 24 Then 
Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 
 
Peter’s Second and Third Denials 
John 18:25-27: 25 Meanwhile, Simon Peter was still standing there warming himself. So 
they asked him, “You aren’t one of his disciples too, are you?” He denied it, saying, “I 
am not.” 26 One of the high priest’s servants, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had 
cut off, challenged him, “Didn’t I see you with him in the garden?” 27 Again Peter denied 
it, and at that moment a rooster began to crow. 
 
Jesus Before Pilate   
John 18:28-40: 28 Then the Jewish leaders took Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of 
the Roman governor. By now it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial 
uncleanness they did not enter the palace, because they wanted to be able to eat the 
Passover. 29 So Pilate came out to them and asked, “What charges are you bringing 
against this man?” 30 “If he were not a criminal,” they replied, “we would not have 
handed him over to you.” 31 Pilate said, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your 
own law.” “But we have no right to execute anyone,” they objected. 32 This took place to 
fulfill what Jesus had said about the kind of death he was going to die. 33 Pilate then 
went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king of the 
Jews?” 34 “Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?” 
35 “Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “Your own people and chief priests handed you over to 
me. What is it you have done?” 36 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, 
my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my 
kingdom is from another place.” 37 “You are a king, then!” said Pilate. Jesus answered, 
“You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and came into the world is to 
testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” 38 “What is truth?” 
retorted Pilate. With this he went out again to the Jews gathered there and said, “I find 
no basis for a charge against him. 39 But it is your custom for me to release to you one 
prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you want me to release ‘the king of the Jews’?” 
40 They shouted back, “No, not him! Give us Barabbas!” Now Barabbas had taken part 
in an uprising. 
 

Jesus Sentenced to Be Crucified  
John 19:1-16: 19 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2 The soldiers twisted 
together a crown of thorns and put it on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe 
3 and went up to him again and again, saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!” And they slapped 
him in the face. 4 Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews gathered there, 
“Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge 



against him.” 5 When Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, 
Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!” 6 As soon as the chief priests and their officials 
saw him, they shouted, “Crucify! Crucify!” But Pilate answered, “You take him and 
crucify him. As for me, I find no basis for a charge against him.” 7 The Jewish leaders 
insisted, “We have a law, and according to that law he must die, because he claimed to 
be the Son of God.” 8 When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid, 9 and he went 
back inside the palace. “Where do you come from?” he asked Jesus, but Jesus gave 
him no answer. 10 “Do you refuse to speak to me?” Pilate said. “Don’t you realize I have 
power either to free you or to crucify you?” 11 Jesus answered, “You would have no 
power over me if it were not given to you from above. Therefore the one who handed 
me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.” 12 From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, 
but the Jewish leaders kept shouting, “If you let this man go, you are no friend of 
Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar.” 13 When Pilate heard this, he 
brought Jesus out and sat down on the judge’s seat at a place known as the Stone 
Pavement (which in Aramaic is Gabbatha). 14 It was the day of Preparation of the 
Passover; it was about noon. “Here is your king,” Pilate said to the Jews. 15 But they 
shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!” “Shall I crucify your king?” 
Pilate asked. “We have no king but Caesar,” the chief priests answered. 16 Finally Pilate 
handed him over to them to be crucified. 
 
The Crucifixion of Jesus 
John 19:16-27: So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. 17 Carrying his own cross, he went 
out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha). 18 There they 
crucified him, and with him two others—one on each side and Jesus in the middle. 
19 Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: JESUS OF NAZARETH, 
THE KING OF THE JEWS. 20 Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was 
crucified was near the city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. 21 The 
chief priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but 
that this man claimed to be king of the Jews.” 22 Pilate answered, “What I have written, I 
have written.” 23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them 
into four shares, one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment 
was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom. 24 “Let’s not tear it,” they said to 
one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.” This happened that the scripture might 
be fulfilled that said, “They divided my clothes among them and cast lots for my 
garment.” So this is what the soldiers did. 25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, 
his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.  26 When Jesus saw 
his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to her, 
“Woman, here is your son,” 27 and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time 
on, this disciple took her into his home. 
 

The Death and Burial of Jesus  
John 19:28-36: 28 Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that 
Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar of wine vinegar was there, 
so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it 
to Jesus’ lips. 30 When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, 
he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 31 Now it was the day of Preparation, and the 



next day was to be a special Sabbath. Because the Jewish leaders did not want the 
bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs broken 
and the bodies taken down. 32 The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the 
first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other. 33 But when 
they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 
34 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow 
of blood and water. 35 The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is 
true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe. 
36 These things happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones 
will be broken,” 37 and, as another scripture says, “They will look on the one they have 
pierced.” 38 Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph 
was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders. With 
Pilate’s permission, he came and took the body away. 39 He was accompanied by 
Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a 
mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. 40 Taking Jesus’ body, the two 
of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with 
Jewish burial customs. 41 At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, 
and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. 42 Because it was 
the Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 
 

 
A Prayer for Good Friday 
Good Friday: Almighty God, graciously behold this your family, for whom our 
Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed into the hands of sinners, and to 
suffer death upon a cross; who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, One 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 (United Methodist Hymnal, #284) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lent – Day 40: Holy Saturday, March 31, 2018 
 

The Guard at the Tomb 
Matthew 27:62-66: 62 The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the 
chief priests and the Pharisees went to Pilate. 63 “Sir,” they said, “we 
remember that while he was still alive that deceiver said, ‘After three 
days I will rise again.’ 64 So give the order for the tomb to be made 
secure until the third day. Otherwise, his disciples may come and steal 
the body and tell the people that he has been raised from the dead. 
This last deception will be worse than the first.” 65 “Take a guard,” 
Pilate answered. “Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how.” 
66 So they went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the 
stone and posting the guard. 
 

 
Jesus lay dead in the tomb. Guards are posted. It’s Passover, a holy time for the 
Hebrew people. They are forbidden by their religious laws to be fooling around with 
dead bodies at Passover. They had to get rid of Jesus before Passover. They had to get 
him off the cross before Passover. They had to get him out sight, and out of mind. He 
had caused them enough trouble. Ironic. Well, They ain’t seen nothin’ yet. Sunday’s still 
coming. So again, let’s ask, “Are we ready for Sunday? Are we sure?” 
 
 

A Prayer for Holy Saturday 
O my God, I am heartily sorry for having offended Thee, and I detest all my sins 
because I dread the loss of Heaven and the pains of Hell; but most of all because 
they offend Thee, my God, Who art all-good and deserving of all my love. I firmly 
resolve, with the help of Thy grace, to confess my sins, to do penance, and to 
amend my life. Amen. 
(Roman Catholic, “Act of Contrition”) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Behold the Savior of Mankind 
 
Behold the Savior of mankind 
nailed to the shameful tree; 
how vast the love that him inclined 
to bleed and die for thee! 
 
Hark how he groans! while nature shakes, 
and earth’s strong pillars bend! 
The temple’s veil in sunder breaks, 
the solid marbles rend. 
 
‘Tis done! the precious ransom’s paid! 
“Receive my soul!” he cries; 
see where he bows his sacred head! 
He bows his head and dies! 
 
But soon he’ll break death’s envious chain 
and in full glory shine. 
O Lamb of God, was ever pain, 
was ever love like thine? 
 
From The United Methodist Hymnal, #293. Written by Samuel Wesley, the father 
of John and Charles. This is one of the few relics of his papers found after the fire 
destroyed the Epworth rectory (parsonage) on the night of February 9, 1709. 
That same night young John was rescued from the flames as a “brand plucked 
out of the burning.” 

 
________________________________________________________________ 
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