
 Love God...Love Others...Serve The World 

An Evangelism Moment from Pastor Steve 

When have you shared with someone else your testimony of 

Christ’s work in your life? When have you been a part of 

someone professing Jesus as Lord and Savior? When was 

the last time you invited someone to your Sunday school 

class or tribe? When have you greeted a visitor at church? 

When have you offered to pray with someone who is hurting? 

The acronym for the Future Farmers of America is FFA. I like 

to use this acronym in the church to represent Family, 

Friends, and Acquaintances. From now through Easter is the best time of 

the year to invite people to church. All of us know Family, Friends, and Ac-

quaintances (FFAs) who are not a part of the life of the church. Maybe they 

have been wounded by a bad experience in church. Maybe they have just drift-

ed away. Maybe a life tragedy is causing them to have doubts. Maybe they 

have never been in church at all. Maybe they don’t trust the church. Maybe 

they are cynical about life in general. Right now is the best time to invite them 

to “come and see” (John 1:46) what is going on in the life of the church. FFAs 

are the easiest to engage because we already know them. Remember, most 

people do not have a problem with Jesus. It is Jesus’ followers that present the 

biggest problem for them. Can we show them we really love them and that we 

would go the second mile for them (Matthew 5:41)? 

Are we relating with people in a way that communicates the Good News of Je-

sus to them? Are we kind? Are we loving? Are we patient? People are naturally 

drawn to the followers of Jesus who live their faith. People are also naturally 

turned away from Jesus because of bad behavior from those who claim to fol-

low Him. From Christmas to Easter, let’s invite all of our FFAs to come and see 

what God through Christ is doing in our midst, and let’s ALWAYS love them! 

Jesus Loves You! I Love You Too! 
Pastor Steve 
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Mark Your  
Calendar 

 

January 1 
Church offices & FMB  

will be closed 
 

January  3 
No activities 

 
January 8 

Administrative Council 
Meeting 

 
January 9 

Lunch Bunch 
 

Emergency Response  
Training 

 
January 10 

Tribes & Classes Start back 
 

Trustees Meeting 
 

January 11 
Covenant Place  

Hymn Fest 
 

January  16 
Older Adult Game Day 

 
January 17 

FX Dinner & Worship 
 

January 21 
Usher & Greeter Training 

 
January 28 

GIC Prayer Service 
 

Rev. Steve Baccus 
Senior Pastor 

sbaccus@gmvumc.org 



This month’s themes: 

Contact Amy Sizemore at asizemore@gmvumc.org 
for more information about our Children’s Ministry.  

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

CEC wants to wish everyone a 
Happy New Year.  In January 
our Two Year Olds through 
Kindergartners will be having 
a gingerbread hunt around 

Gardendale Mt. Vernon.  This is always a fun time 
for the children to explore the church and have a 
special snack once they find the gingerbread man.   

MISSIONS & OUTREACH 

CEC News 

Global Impact Celebration 2018 
February 2-4 

More info coming soon! 

 
Global Impact Prayer Service:  January 28 
Join us on Sunday, January 28 at 6:00pm in the 
Sanctuary for a time to cover our upcoming Global 
Impact Celebration event in prayer.   

 

 

Jan.9th 2018  
6pm in the  

Fellowship Hall  
 

The United Meth-
odist Men will host  
an Emergency 
Safety Response 
Training. This 
meeting is open to 
all GMV Men. Scott 

Banks of the Gardendale police department will  
conduct this training.  
 

From this training we will establish a Security 
Response Team  and develop an emergency 
action plan that includes active shooter, medical 
and storm response to make GMV as safe as 
possible.  Dinner will be served before the 
meeting.  Cost is $6/person.  Contact the 
church office to make your dinner reservations 
by Jan 5.  

 

For the month of January  
we will be collecting  

canned food that will be 
used during our  

Global Impact Celebration.   
 
 

Donation barrels are located in the  Gym Lobby, 
Fellowship Hall & by the Sanctuary.  

RESPONSE 

CANNED 
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STUDENT MINISTRY 

Thank you to everyone that donated or help make the new youth room possible!! 
We have prayed over and worked hard to provide our students with an updated space where 

they can worship, fellowship and build a stronger relationship with Jesus and each other.   
If you have not had a chance to see the new room, please stop by the 3rd floor & check it out. 

 
Contact Ian Sullivan at isullivan@gmvumc.org if you would like more information about our Student Ministry.  

BEFORE 



Lille Mae Akers   Junior Hughes  Josephine Beard  Midge Hunter   Sue Gravlee 
Mildred Beatty   Ernest Sellers   Jan Biddle   Zelma Hill  Sue Parker 
Margaret Jefferson Faye Blaylock   J.C. Brown   Joan Oxley   Phyllis Meek  
Nolene Leopard  Joyce Watkins   Peggy Camp  Harriett Griffin  Mildred Glass  
Ann Zumbado   Edith Cole   Carolyn Lyon  Connie Crawford  J.T. Lyon  
Dave Cromes   Doris Cruce   Frank Malone   Kenneth Jennings Sam Morrow  
Reuben Downer  Christine McCurry    

GMVUMC Shut In List  
*Please always keep our Shut Ins in your thoughts & prayers*  

THANK YOU 

In memory of  
Sue Jarvis by Peggy Wick 

Betty Shelton by the Ambassador’s Sunday School Class 
Shirley Scroggins by Albert Butland 

HONORARIUMS & MEMORIALS 

Thank you church and the "Magnificence Seven", 
from our church that serve every Thursday, Helping 
With Homework: Joan Reynolds, Carolyn Smith, 
Mary Lou Hughes, Mike & Phyllis Vines, Mel Shaw & 
Jimmy Stewart.  
The shoes that was donated from Kids Kingdom 
sale, were given away on a sunny day in November. 
Many little feet now have new shoes & they are so 
proud of them, showing them off , "Look new shoes". 
One elderly gentleman, in his late 70's , cleans up 
around the park, and lives in a shack.  He was pick-
ing up trash around the office, I ask, "senor you 
need zapatos"? Si, he replied, we had 1 pair of adult 
male boots left, they fit him perfectly. His face lit up 
in a smile so big. He said, " he wish he could af-
ford  a Bible in Spanish  to read at night ". We have 
many Bibles in Spanish at the mission, I gave Austin 
the key he came  back with the Bible. The old man 
hands shook as he took the Bible and smiled from 
ear to ear. You never know when you reach out in 
love, who you will touch.  
 

The toys that were donated from the sale will serve 
as Christmas to many that have a very lean & bare 
tree. The 5 bikes & 2 scooters were  placed at the 
office with Linda, the realtor. She would give them 
out to the families that were most destitute for their 
children to have a wonderful Christmas. There are a 
few CASA children living there also. 
 

Merry Christmas Church, thank you for your loving 
kindness and hearts for your fellowman to reach out, 
"Down The Street", mission.  
Sue Mulroy 
 

Thank you to everyone that  bought gifts or made a 
donation to assist families with Christmas this year.  
Overall we helped 21 children through the church 
office!!    
GMV Staff 

Administrative Council Meeting  
Monday, January 8 at 6:00pm in the Sanctuary. 

 

This is an open meeting to the congregation that 
meets quarterly.   This meeting provides a time of  
visioning, planning, implementing and evaluating 
the mission and ministry within the church along 
with going over budgets and the finances.  
 

It is a time for each ministry of GMV to discuss and 
update the congregation on events and to vote on 
various issues.  
 
 
 

USHER & GREETER TRAINING 
Sunday, January 21 2:00pm in the Gym. 

If you are an usher or greeter in any of our services 
or would like to be involved in this very important 
ministry, please join us for training on Sunday, 
 January 21 at 2pm in the Gym.  We will be training 
on emergency response, and overall duties as a 
Usher or Greeter to make GMV the best  it can be! 
To serve as a User or Greeter this training is  
mandatory.  Contact Jim Jeffreys in the church 
office for more information.  



.  

 

Join us Wednesday, January 17 for a night of  
worship, skits, games, scripture and family!  

 

Dinner will be served starting at 5:30pm.  
 

Contact the church office or fill out your connection card on  
Sunday morning to make your dinner reservations by  

noon on Monday, January 15. 
 

Adult $6/each  Child $4/each 

FX has moved to the  

3rd Wednesday of each month! 
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Attendance Report  

  12/3 12/10 12/17  

         Combined Service  

8:30 Worship:  72 82 

9:45 Worship:  216 192 
11:00 Worship:  181 166 
Kid’s Worship:  47 49 
Total Worship: 389 516 489 

2017 Stewardship Report 
Needed YTD:  $1,632,547.00 
Received YTD:   $1,409,947.00 
 
2017 Faith Promise Pledges 
Projected Budget:  $109,650.00 
Received YTD:  $89,669.00 
 
2017 Capital Fund Pledges 
Needed YTD:  $139,800.00 
Received YTD:  $113,478.38 

Church Office Hours:  

Monday-Thursday 8:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Fridays 8:00 am–12:00 pm 
 

Church Office:                  205-631-7631 

Care line:                            205-631-0811 

Child Enrichment Center:                205-631-0433 

www.gmvumc.org 

The Church and FMB  
will be CLOSED 

December 25-26  
& January 1 


