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CHANGE: Parent CUE 

We’re Teaching This: 
Do you every wonder if your life would be better with just a little more money? Of course you 
have! Maybe you want to buy more clothes, more music, or maybe you want to go to a concert 
with your friends.  Wanting money is a no-brainer. But is that all there is to it? Is our only role with 
money to spend what we have and want more when it’s gone? As students, it’s easy to feel 
powerless when it comes to cash. Someone else pays the bills. Someone else makes the 
decisions. But what if I told you that you have more power than you realize? You have the power 
to help your family, change your habits, and even impact others in a big way. The truth is, money 
matters. Right here. Right now. And when you choose to change the way you think about it, God 
can do some big things in you and even bigger things through you.  

Think About This: 
Remember when you couldn’t wait a certain TV show came on? Or you couldn’t wait to get the 
new album by your favorite artist? Or you couldn’t wait for someone to get off the phone so you 
could talk to your friends? These days, it seems like waiting and anticipation are long gone. 
Movies and tv are on-demand. Downloads are instant. Friends are just a click away.  

While these conveniences aren’t bad, the get-it-now mentality can easily drift into other areas of 
our life. We want a new phone before the contract is up. We want a new iPad, even when the old 
one works fine. The faster we get something new, the faster we expect to receive other 
things. And, especially for students, it becomes easy to mistake, “I want it now” for “I deserve it 
now”.    

In his blog post, Pace Yourself, Pace Your Kids, author Tim Elmore says, We must figure out how 
to pace our students, exposing them to measured amounts of possessions and appropriate 
experiences as they mature. In other words, if we give our students everything they want now, 
there will be nothing to look forward to later.  He goes on to offer some advice to parents, 
struggling to help their student master the art of anticipation: 

1.  Pace the sequence of possessions and experiences, allowing for a bigger and better 
one, as they mature. For instance, you might plan…a trip across the U.S. when they're in 
middle school and a trip overseas when they're in high school. 

2. Don't fall into the trap of comparisons. Other parents may win brownie points with their 
kids because they give them too much, too soon. Those kids are "wowed" in the moment, 
… may have difficulty managing expectations as young adults 

Pacing what we give our students, allowing anticipation to build, is certainly not easy. But it does 
help them learn to be content with what they have, right here and right now.  

From http://growingleaders.com/blog/pace-pace-kids-2/ 
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Try This 
Nothing can help a student be content with what they have more than noticing what they have. 
Often, students have no idea how much money goes into everything that is provided for them. 
Things like electricity, water, clothing, and transportation. Consider inviting your student to join 
you as you work on the family budget. He or she can… 

1. Ask for his or her help with the math.  
2. Ask for input on where the family could save money.  
3. Ask students to help you find a way to be more generous.  

Not only will it help students to see where money goes on their behalf, but seeing a real budget, 
in a real house, can help them make wise choices with their own money as they enter adulthood.  
Get connected to a wider community of parents at www.orangeparents.org.  
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