
The Ten Commandments 
Commandments 1 and 2 



Deuteronomy 5: 6-10 

I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods 
before me.  

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of 
anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not 
bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am 
a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to 
the third and fourth generation of those who reject me, but 
showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those 
who love me and keep my commandments. 

 



The First Commandment 

You shall have no other gods before me. 



To have a god is nothing else than to trust and believe 

in that one with your whole heart…To have. God, as you 

can well imagine, does not mean to grasp him with your 

fingers, or to put him into a purse, or to shut him up in 

a box.  Rather, you lay hold of God when your heart 

grasps him and clings to him.-Luther 



al panay 

• Before me, that is, in front of me. 

• Beside me, that is, alongside me. 

• Besides me, that is, in my place. 

• Over against me, that is, in hostile confrontation with me. 

• All of the above… 



The Shema 

• Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your might. Keep these words that I am commanding you 
today in your heart.Recite them to your children and talk about 
them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie 
down and when you rise. Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix 
them as an emblem on your forehead, and write them on the 
doorposts of your house and on your gates.-Deuteronomy 6: 4-9 



The oneness of the reality that grounds existence, God, is what keeps 

life from being chaotic and divided beyond the limits of human 

management.  In the face of the multiple pulls and dimensions of 

human life and experience, human existence is held together and in 

order by that one and absolute object of our allegiance and loyalty.   

 

We do not find conflicting claims on our ultimate allegiance, only on 

secondary interests and loyalties.  It is possible to deal with these 

secondary claims if we have a sense that our ultimate and full 

allegiance is directed toward one alone. 

 

The demand of the Shema (and the first commandment) is, therefore, 

finally not just a demand.  It is also what makes human life possible.  

All claims on human life are relativized and subsumed within the one 

total claim of God so that the demand is ultimately the gift of grace.-

Patrick Miller 



The First Commandment in the NT 

• When the devil quotes Psalm 91 to urge Jesus to throw himself 
down from the pinnacle of the temple so that God will send angels 
to catch him, Jesus quotes Deuteronomy 6:16: “do not put the 
Lord your God to the test.”  And when the devil offers him al the 
kingdoms of the world if he will simply bow down and worship 
him, Jesus then quotes Deuteronomy 6:13, “The Lord your God 
you shall fear/worship; him you shall serve.”  The first 
commandment, in both its prohibitive and positive forms, is Jesus’ 
guide.   



1 Corinthians 8: 4-6 

• Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know 
that ‘no idol in the world really exists’, and that ‘there 
is no God but one.’ Indeed, even though there may be 
so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are 
many gods and many lords— yet for us there is one God, 
the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we 
exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all 
things and through whom we exist. 



Paul has glossed “God: with “the Father,” and “Lord” 

with “Jesus Christ,” adding in each case an explanatory 

phrase: “God” is the Father, “from whom all things and 

we to him,” and the “Lord” is Jesus the Messiah, 

“through whom are all things and we through him.”  

There can be no mistake: just as in Philippians 2 and 

Colossians 1, Paul has placed Jesus within an explicit 

statement, drawn from the Old Testament’s quarry of 

emphatically monotheistic texts, of the doctrine that 

Israel’s God si the one and only God, the creator of the 

world.-N.T. Wright   



The Second 
Commandment 

You Shall Not Make For Yourself an Idol 



Deuteronomy 4: 15-20 

• Since you saw no form when the Lord spoke to you at Horeb out of the 
fire, take care and watch yourselves closely, so that you do not act 
corruptly by making an idol for yourselves, in the form of any figure—the 
likeness of male or female, the likeness of any animal that is on the 
earth, the likeness of any winged bird that flies in the air, the likeness of 
anything that creeps on the ground, the likeness of any fish that is in the 
water under the earth. And when you look up to the heavens and see the 
sun, the moon, and the stars, all the host of heaven, do not be led 
astray and bow down to them and serve them, things that the Lord your 
God has allotted to all the peoples everywhere under heaven. But 
the Lord has taken you and brought you out of the iron-smelter, out of 
Egypt, to become a people of his very own possession, as you are now. 



Both God’s immanence and transcendence are breached 

or violated when human beings seek to make some 

representation of the Lord.  Scripture more than once 

suggests that God has some form or image…The Lord 

speaks to the people out of fire, a powerful image, 

something bright and visible, capable of being seen and 

illuminating; but it is also dangerous and untouchable, a 

reality that is not subject to being ‘made’ or handled in 

any way. Nor is it in the form of any likeness.   To make an 

image is indeed an effort to domesticate God, to tame the 

fire and control it.  Making an image of God is like playing 

with fire. It is dangerous; one is sure to get burned.-Miller 



As the most extended biblical interpretation of the Second 

Commandment, Deuteronomy 4 makes several points.  One is 

that the Lord alone determines how God shall be seen, 

revealed, known and accessible…Thus Israel’s modes of worship 

are given not made.    

 

What is also explicit in Deuteronomy 4 is the realization that 

the way in which God will be available and known to God’s 

people is through the word.  These verses accent the voice in 

the fire. God is available to the community through the word 

spoken by God, not by any visible form.  The focus of the 

church on the Bible and on preaching is rooted in this 

claim…The line between Deuteronomy 4 and John 1 is obvious.  

A theology is rooted in this biblical interpretation of the 

Second Commandment and becomes the obvious and necessary 

way of interpreting the revelation and presence of God in 

Jesus Christ.-Miller 



The Second Commandment and Money 

• Idol making is closely associated with silver and gold…The 
simplicity of the worship of the Lord is revealed in Exodus 20:24, 
“you need make for me only an altar of earth.”  The idols are one 
of the first and primary objects of avarice and greed against which 
the 10th commandment warns.  Making idols, therefore, is seen to 
be tied to an economic situation of wealth and affluence, which 
gives a particular and quite concrete twist to Jesus’ words about 
not being able to serve both God and mammon.   



The Second Commandment and Theology 

• Theologians and clergy may be especially susceptible to idolatry 
by developing images, theological systems, and constructions of 
God that objectify the transcendent and make us deceive 
ourselves into thinking that we can see God theologically, with 
our concepts if not our eyes…The Second Commandment 
relativizes and criticizes every linguistic and theological system 
we can imagine.   



Tillich’s Protestant Principle 

• The Protestant principle, in name derived from the protest of the 
‘protestants’ against decisions of the Catholic majority, contains 
the divine and human protest against any absolute claim made for 
a relative reality, even if this claim is made by the Protestant 
church.  The Protestant principle is the judge of every religious 
and cultural reality, including the relgiion and culture which calls 
itself ‘Protestant.’-Tillich 
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