
Romans 10:9-10 (ESV)

If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, 
you will be saved. For with the heart one believes and is 
justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.

Worship Connect Impact
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Mark Your 
Calendar for 

VBS 2019 
June 17-21

The 2018 North Park Directory  
will be available this month.

The next opportunity to get a crash 
course on our church and begin the 
membership process will be Sunday, 
October 7, as Pastor Dan offers 
another North Park ENCOUNTER. 
The ENCOUNTER will run from 
5:00 -8:00 p.m. with a free meal 
provided. A fast-moving, enjoyable 
evening is our guarantee. The class 
is designed for adults 16 and over 
but all ages may come. Childcare 
is provided. For more information 
email Pastor Dan at danhendley@
northparkepc.org or signup at the 
Information Counter in our lobby.

Sunday, October 7

North Park 
ENCOUNTER
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Did You Know

By Dan Hendley

That Katie Wilkin has transferred from Penn State to Messiah 
and is pursuing a nursing degree…..that Anna Lish is engaged 
to marry Josh Kaiser in summer 2019….that daylight saving 
time was invented by Ben Franklin and it is “saving” not 
“savings”…that Olivia Buirge is now teaching in Guatemala…..
that David Chamberlin has taken a job back in Texas as chief 
marketing officer with SonicWall and his family will follow 
him in December…. that David met his wife Anne while both 
worked for the Family Research Council….that time zones were 
invented by the Railroad Companies…that George Gregory, 
son of Jim and Cindi, was recently installed as co-pastor of 
College Hill Reformed Presbyterian in Beaver Falls…..that 
Leslie Van Newkirk is a graduate of Geneva College in Beaver 
Falls….that Dan Sherwin has rebuilt the ramp into the Blue 
Room….that in 1992 Barbie came out with her own exercise 
video….that Anton Martinez has graduated from college 
and is now working as a civil engineer….that Holly Murphy 
is from Rochester, NY…..that only 1% of the earth’s water is 
drinkable….that Bruce Allison and Sandy Richardson both 
have new knees….that Mike Safreed is on our Safety and 
Security team…..that Lee Costa’s son is an elder at Lighthouse 
EPC in Richmond, Ohio….that Goodyear once made a tire 
entirely from corn….that Brandon and Shelly McGlothlin 
had to evacuate their new NC home when hurricane Florence 
threatened….that Rachel Sharpnack teaches the two-year-old 
Sunday School…..that the panda is not a bear but a very large 
form of raccoon….that Holly Fairfield and Stacy Altmyer 
teach the preschool Sunday School…..that twenty of the first 
thirty presidents had no middle name….that those who read 
the FYI are 14% more likely to have a middle name than those 
who do not? Did you know these things? I thought you should.
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Sunday Wednesday Friday

Connect with our 
Youth Group! 

Connect with Us! 

@NorthParkChurchYouthGroup

@northparkepc

@npcyouthgroup

taylorbrown@northparkepc.org

northparkepc.org/ministries/
students

northparkepc.org

6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Youth Group

10:15 - 11:30 a.m. 
Student Led Worship Service | 
NO Youth Group

7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
Middle & High School Small 
Groups @ NPC

7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
Middle & High School Small 
Groups @ NPC

Fall Retreat

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

  

North Park Church October 2018 Calendar*

#YouthGroup October 2018 Calendar*

  1 
9:00 a.m. - Women’s 
Precepts

                       15 
9:00 a.m. - Women’s 
Precepts

                       22 
9:00 a.m. - Women’s 
Precepts 
6:00 p.m. - Compass 
Event

                      29 
9:00 a.m. - Women’s 
Precepts

             8   7 
9:00 a.m. - Sunday 
School
10:15 a.m. - Worship

                       14  
9:00 a.m. - Sunday 
School
10:15 a.m. - Worship

                       21 
9:00 a.m. - Sunday 
School
10:15 a.m. - Worship 
4:30 p.m. - Trekkers

                       28 
9:00 a.m. - Sunday 
School
10:15 a.m. - Worship

  2 
6:30 p.m. - Women’s 
Evening Bible Study

             9 
6:30 p.m. - Women’s 
Evening Bible Study

                       16 
9:00 a.m. - New Hope  
6:30 p.m. - Women’s 
Evening Bible Study

                       23 
6:30 p.m. - Women’s 
Evening Bible Study

                      30 
6:30 p.m. - Women’s 
Evening Bible Study

                       31

                       17 

                       10 
9:15 a.m. - MOMS

                      24 
9:15 a.m. - MOMS

                       25 
6:30 a.m. - Men’s 
Breakfast 
6:00 p.m. - Alpha

                      26 

  3              4 
6:30 a.m. - Men’s 
Breakfast 
6:00 p.m. - Alpha

                        11 
6:30 a.m. - Men’s 
Breakfast 
6:00 p.m. - Alpha

                       18 
6:30 a.m. - Men’s 
Breakfast 
6:00 p.m. - Alpha

            19

  5 

                       12                        13

                      20

                       27

             6 

*Calander is subject to change

6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Youth Group

6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Youth Group

7

14

21

28

24 26

10



Earth Angels - Stephen 
Ministers Offer Emotional 
and Spiritual Support in 
Times of Trouble* 
by Beth Francis emfrancis@naplesnews.com 
 Mary Larrabee’s life was a mess. 
Her marriage had just ended in 
divorce, she underwent two major 
surgeries, and then her grown son 
was murdered. 
 “As a friend of mine put it, the 
manure truck just kept backing 
up and dumping on me,” Larrabee 
said. Then she heard about Stephen 
Ministry at her church. 
 The ministry matches specially 
trained members of a congregation 
with people going through a tough 
time. Nationwide, more than 10,000 
churches representing more than 150 
different Christian denominations 
offer Stephen Ministry.

“It enriches the  church to 
have this consistent outreach 

available to anyone in the 
community who needs help.”

 Larrabee was matched with 
Stephen Minister Kathy Ames, a 
fellow member of North Naples 
United Methodist Church, and the 
two met once a week for more than 
a year.
 “She would hold my hand and let 
me spill out my heart,” Larrabee said 
of Ames. “I call her my earth angel. 
She really helped me through a hard 
time in my life. She didn’t give me 
specific advice as much as she just 
listened to me and validated 
my pain.” 
 Now that the formal Stephen 
Ministry relationship has ended, the 
two remain friends. 
 “I will always be grateful to her 
for all of her prayers and all that she 
did to help me,” Larrabee said.
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Mary’s story explains exactly what 
the benefits are of having a one-
on-one relationship with a Stephen 
Minister. 
 No need is too great or too small, 
we want to walk with you during the 
difficult times. 
 If you are going through a hurtful 
time, whether it is a death of a loved 
one, divorce, illness, you just moved 
to town, financial problems, or any 
other situation you might need help 
– our Stephen Ministry Team is here 
to help. Remember this is STRICTLY 
CONFIDENTIAL – between you 
and your Stephen Minister and our 
referral  
coordinator, Mark Sharpnack. 
 If you want additional 
information or want to request 
a Stephen Minister for support 
and care, contact Mark Sharpnack 
via email: marksharpnack@
northparkepc.org or Phone: (412) 
367-5000, ext. 223
*Copyright © 2002 by the Naples Daily News in 
Naples, Florida. Reprinted with permission.
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Mary Larrabee and Stephen Minister Kathy Ames

 What needs and problems facing 
our city and suburbs most need to be 
known? Light of Life was once asked 
this question and consequently 
filmed a documentary called Eye 
of the Needle which addresses the 
opioid addiction that has plagued 
Allegheny County in recent years. 
 After the meal at our next 
Compass event, we will begin by 
showing the documentary, and then 
move into a panel discussion with 
Light of Life personnel who have 
been personally affected by and 
minister to people affected by 
this epidemic. 
 Since the content and discussion 
will likely be more mature, we will 
have alternate programs for children 
that night if parents would wish 
to remove their children from the 
discussion portion of the evening.
 In addition, we as a church will 
be gathering 1,300 boxes of instant 
potatoes for Light of Life’s annual 
Thanksgiving baskets, which go to 
needy families in our city. Please 
bring them to the event that night or 
to the church beforehand to support 
the work that Light of Life does.  
 The main portion of the meal will 
be a variety of scrumptious soups. 
People attending the event should 
bring a salad, appetizer, or dessert to 
share based on their last name: 
 A-F: Salad | G-O: Dessert | P-Z: Appetizer
 

Eye of the Needle -  A 
Documentary Featuring 
Light of Life Sponsored by 
Compass 
by Ben Burkholder

When will all this happen? The  
event will be held on Monday, 
October 22 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. in 
North Park Church’s Multipurpose 
Room. Childcare will be available for 
children 0-3. Alternate programming 
will be available for children 4 
and up.

Questions? Email Pastor Ben at 
benburkholder@northparkepc.org



 How ‘bout those Steelers! Remember that Browns 
game? All those turnovers gave Cleveland their first 
non-loss in many moons. The takeaway from that game: 
too many giveaways, I guess. Pittsburgh’s philanthropy 
with the football doesn’t translate into victory 
very often. 
 I listened to the game as I drove to a conference 
in Nashville, hosted by Getty Music, entitled Sing! I 
spent 2 ½ days with over 7500 other music directors, 
pastors, musicians, singers, and average joes, enjoying 
great teaching from John Piper, Ravi Zacharias, Tim 
Keller, Ligon Duncan, Alister Begg, John MacArthur, and 
countless others. 
 We had tremendous worship with Keith and Kristyn 
Getty and their band, Shane and Shane, Phil Keaggy, 
Laura Story, Matt Redman, a 300+ voice choir, orchestra, 
and many others. And, there was a giveaway! A random 
drawing with the prize being a couple of guitars valued 
at $3500.00, won by some lucky stiff from California. 
 And then, there were the takeaways. I had many 
more than the Browns had on September 9, much to the 
relief of those who approved my conference budget for 
this year. I’ll share some here; the rest I will hopefully 
integrate into the work that I do, for the glory of God. So, 
here’s my giveaway of some takeaways:
• The conference’s theme was on the Psalms—known 

as God’s Hymnbook, it is rich with descriptions of 
God’s glory as well as being, in Calvin’s words, “an 
anatomy of all parts of the Christian soul.” Luther 
called the Psalms “a little Bible.” 

• When you put 7500 people who like to sing in a room 
together, it can be a taste of heaven, I’m guessing.

• The Psalms help clear our vision of the glory of God, 
and they can keep us from being naïve about the 
possibilities of the emotions of fallen people. They 
teach us how to “rejoice always” (Phil. 4:4) in the 
midst of “unceasing anguish” (Rom. 9:2).

• John Piper’s hair was a bit on the wild side. John 
MacArthur’s, like said werewolf at Trader Vic’s, 
was perfect.

• The heart can only go as high in worship as it goes 
deep in theology.

• Nashville’s “strip” is Broadway, and if you stand in 
the middle of the street, you can hear the live bands 
playing in all the clubs and restaurants at once. Not 
that I recommend it.

• The Psalms tell us we are chosen and blessed by God, 

not to make us happy and comfortable, but to show 
His glory to the nations. There are over 6000 people 
groups—2.8 billion people, who have not heard the 
gospel. There were more believers at this conference 
than in all of Turkey (<6000).

• Psalm 39 and Psalm 88 are the only ones that do not 
end with hope or praise.

• Phil Keaggy can PLAY that guitar! And he looks 
rather fetching in his jaunty black herringbone 
sailor’s cap.

• God COMMANDS us 39 times in the Psalms to sing! 
And another 32 instances is the resolution “We will 
sing.” Are YOU singing??

 Okay, enough for now. More to come as we explore 
what it means to worship our great God. Just one last 
thought regarding takeaways—if I toss my iPhone to my 
wife, but one of our kids intercepts it, would that be an 
Apple turnover?
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 My daughter returned to school a little over a month 
ago. Back-to-school means buying school supplies, 
clothing, and all kinds of odds and ends to make sure our 
children have what they need to go to school. This year, 
I was stunned to learn that North Allegheny was giving 
her an iPad to take home. 
 While our children have all kinds of educational 
opportunities, and most of us are able to purchase items 
for them to go back to school, some children don’t even 
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Giveaways 

Takeaways

a
n

d

by Brooke Hopkins

Broadway, Nashville Strip

Bob, Jordan, and Devon Kauflin leading worship.  

Back to School in
Sierra Leone
by Ben Burkholder



have a school to go to. That is the case in Sierra Leone. 
 North Park Church has partnered with other churches 
in our presbytery to reach a collection of villages in 
Sierra Leone. We have been intentionally focused on 
the village of Rokassa where we have helped to build 
an elementary school in a Muslim neighborhood. The 
children who have gone through the elementary school, 
unfortunately, have no other school to go to. At present, 
they are using the church as their school until something 
can be built for them. 
 This is where we get to do something about it. 
Starting on September 30 and continuing for the first 3 
weeks in October, we are raising money to help build the 
next school for the children in Sierra Leone, so they can 
continue their education as they grow older. The total 
project costs about $40,000 and our goal is to raise over 
half of that from North Park Church. 
 Right now we have an anonymous donor who is 
willing to donate $15,000 toward this. Can you help us 
make it to $20,000 or even match the current pledge? 
 While we pride ourselves regarding the quality of our 
schools in the North Hills of Pittsburgh, let’s help other 
children have a school that they can attend.

The current school which has been outgrown, and the church.

 If you’ve been to worship at North Park Church lately, 
you’ve noticed a singer who loves to raise her hands and 
really gets into it. That would be Rhoda Grossman! Let’s 
learn more about this fun lady! 
 Rhoda is a Christ-follower above all. But on top 
of that, she is also a daughter, sister, aunt, Human 
Resources Administrative Assistant, product of the 
Slippery Rock Schools and a very musical family. Where 
do we start? Let’s go back to the beginning. 
 Rhoda grew up in Butler County with a mother, 
father, sister, and brother. She attended Slippery Rock
Normal school, held at the now Slippery Rock U. 
 One of her fondest memories was being bussed to 
Slippery Rock Presbyterian Church every Wednesday 
mid-morning, for bible study. (Can you even imagine 
that today?) 
 The family was very musical. Here’s what she says 
about them. “We were a family who loved good ‘ole 
western “hoe down” square dancing. My dad had perfect 

pitch hearing and never learned to read music, but 
played the fiddle in many square dance bands, and won 
many a fiddle contest.” 
 “My mother, in her young adulthood, sang on the 
radio in Wheeling, WV, with Little Jimmie Dickens and 
she was a wonderful whistler. My brother played steel 
guitar, and called for square dances occasionally.” 
 “My sister played the accordion, and me, well, I took 
about 6 years of lessons to play the electric organ. I am 
afraid I have been away from that for too, too long, but 
music was a great part of our family life.” What a 
great upbringing! 
 Rhoda attended BC3 in her twenties but had to quit 
to care for her dying mother, ailing father, and the 
family home. 
 She now resides in Economy Boro (since 2003) and 
works in Leetsdale at a division of Almatis, Inc. She 
focuses on benefits administration along with many 
other important tasks. She even worked for nine years as 
a Tupperware Home Parties Unit Manager. 
 At NPC, you can find Rhoda on the worship team as 
well as at the women’s luncheons. She has served in the 
past with Sonshine & Compass Ministries. 
 Rhoda believes that everything happens for a reason.  
“Sometimes we think we should have other plans for 
ourselves, but God is the leader. So my prayer is that God 
provides opportunities for me to learn to be more like 
Jesus, in everything that I do, everywhere I am, all 
the time.” 
 One more thing about this nifty lady, Rhoda loves the 
great outdoors and animals in particular. She has helped 
an elderly widowed cousin care for her horses.  Her 
family had many pets - even a lamb, flying squirrel and 
wild bunnies! At present, she owns two cats - Smokey, 
an 18-year-old long-haired Blue Maine Coone and an 
8-year-old Snowshoe Siamese named China, both 
rescue pets. 
 So, say hello to this interesting lady, Miss Rhoda 
Grossman! You’ll have an interesting conversation, 
for sure!
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Rhoda Grossman 
by Kelly Laird



Birthdays

anniversarIes

Spencer Mitchell 
Lisa Moriconi 
Olivia Hopkins 
Lucy Benson 
Andrew Glancy 
Robert VanderWeele 
Kate Brown 
Jonathan Mycyk 
Bethany Mitchell
William Smalley 
Mary Warmbrodt 
Jeff Fowler 
Adele Radacsy 
Hope Wiggins
Carol Miskell 
Christie Wilkin 
Shelly McGlothlin

2
 

3 
 

4 
 
 

5 
12 

 
16 

 
20 
23 
24 
31

Grant & Deborah McKinney 
Jonathan & Chloe Havener 
Chuck & Judy Brooks 
Edward & Jan Muzyn 
Rick & Connie Rivero  
Mark & Rachel Sharpnack 
Dale & Laura Wiggins 
Henry & Lisa Lish 

1 
2 
5 
8 
9 

12 
19 
20

Connect With Us!

@northparkepc

northparkepc.org


