
Therefore, since we have been 
justi�ed by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Did You Know

— Dan Hendley

Did you know that Madilyn Marie Kish was born on 
September 30 to Josh & Julianna…that Dan Sherwin and 
Dick Skillen worked in the rain, digging a trench in the 
evening on September 25 to lay wire for our new driveway 
light…..that Grover Cleveland, at age 49, married a 21 year 
old while president….that Jeff Buirge was inducted into 
the soccer Ring of Honor at Slippery Rock University….
that Clark Bedford, the father of Chris Bedford (our bass 
player), was once the music director at All Soul’s Church in 
London where John Stott was pastor….that to escape Earth’s 
atmosphere a spacecraft must travel more than 7 miles 
per second or 25,200 mph…that Wayne Darville recently 
discovered a neighbor’s house on fire while they were still 
inside and came to their rescue….that we are planning to do 
our Christmas Eve services an hour earlier this year (5 & 
7)….that Earth moves through space at 660,000 mph, eight 
times faster than a speeding bullet…..that Jim and Joanna 
Rimmel just became confirmed members of our church…..
that Jim was once the moderator of the EPC General 
Assembly…..that the Rimmel’s son, James, is on the board 
of the CCO…..that the thickest tree on earth, a cypress in 
Mexico has a girth of 137 feet…that Laura Wiggins prepared 
meals for the recent North Park Encounter and the Elders 
and Wives dinner….that the Hopkins home in Cleveland 
Heights sold…..that Michael Kearney earned a degree from 
South Alabama University at age 10….that those who read 
the FYI graduate 11% sooner than those who do not? Did 
you know these things? I thought you should.
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Sunday Wednesday

Connect with our 
Youth Group! 

@NorthParkChurchYouthGroup

@npcyouthgroup

taylorbrown@northparkepc.org

northparkepc.org/ministries/students

6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Youth Group

6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Youth Group

6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Youth Group

#YouthGroup 
November Calendar

No Youth Group due to 
Thanksgiving Holiday

4

11

18

25

          Just as I went to write this month’s “Corner” the news came out that Andrew 
Brunson, the EPC pastor who has been held for two years in a Turkish prison on charges 
of conspiracy against the Turkish president was being released. What a joy to hear of 
this answer to so many prayers! An hour earlier, I heard of the British High Court ruling 
solidly in favor of a Christian baker who faced charges after declining to make a cake 
celebrating gay marriage. Yay! Sometimes in this world, justice (or something like it) 
is done and for that we must be grateful even as we must also guard ourselves against 
expecting it. We know that in places like Pakistan and China and North Korea, there is 
much persecution of believing people happening even as Andrew Brunson has 
returned home. 
          All of this our Lord told us would be happening until He returns. Justice, injustice 
and everything in between. Ultimate justice, for which we long, is not part of what this 
world can offer. The Kavanaugh hearings brought that out. Judge Kavanaugh did not 
receive justice – clearly. Either he was innocent of the charges and unfairly slandered 
before the nation, or he deserved punishment for violating Christine Blasey Ford and 
then lied about it. People have differing opinions on which form of injustice occurred, 
but no one thought justice was served by what went down. Frustrating! And all the 
more reason to believe that there is a God who will one day, in the world beyond, satisfy 
our deep-seated thirst for justice while also magnifying His mercy on those in Christ. 

7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
Middle & High School 
Small Groups @ NPC

7

Pastor Brunson praying over President Trump. 
Photo: Roberto Schmidt/AFP/Getty Images

7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
Middle & High School 
Small Groups @ NPC

28

          It’s here for you this Fall! Great marriage conferences 
are being held on November 2-4 and November 9-11 at the 
Pittsburgh Marriott North in Cranberry Township. Bruce & Janet 
Hess and Tony & Venita Mitchell plan to lead the first weekend, 
with Ray & Robyn McKelvy and Mark & Lisa Schatzman the 
second one. The conferences are hosted by FamilyLife, a 
ministry of Campus Crusade for Christ. Since 1976, FamilyLife 
has led a biblical marriage movement that has helped over two 
million people like you strengthen their marriage and 
family relationships.
          More information is available at the Information Counter 
and at http://www.familylife.com/weekend-to-remember.
          Mark or Rachel Sharpnack would love to speak with you 
more about this opportunity to invest in your marriage. You are 
worth it! Questions? Email Mark Sharpnack at marksharpnack@
northparkepc.org or call him at (412) 367-5000, ext. 223.

Pastor’s Corner by Dan Hendley

by Mark Sharpnack
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Introducing myEoffering by Church Budget
by John Holt 
          With the blessing of the NPC Finance Committee we are moving to a new 
e-giving platform through Church Budget our long time provider of giving 
envelopes. The myEoffering option will save the church monthly fees while 
providing stellar security as well as fast and efficient support for e-giving users. 
Nellie Luther will be getting in touch will all current users in the next few weeks. 
Please keep an eye out for her email. She will assist all current users in the 
transition to the new platform as needed. 
          If you have never considered utilizing e-giving here are several reasons why 
this option may be right for you:

·	 No need to stress about forgetting your check book or need to stop by the 
ATM on the way to church

·	 You can easily set up recurring giving and one time offerings as an 
electronic payment like your other household bills

·	 There should be no fee from your bank for this payment and NPC will not 
be charged a monthly fee for the use of myEoffering

·	 You can sign up for e-giving via the link on our website at northparkepc.
org/resources/give-to-npc or through Church Budget directly at 
members.myeoffering.com

          In whatever method you choose to give, give cheerfully. God loves a 
cheerful giver. The intent is that this e-giving option will eliminate stress or 
disappointment of not giving. We suggest that you approach all your finances with 
prayer and diligence. Take time to prayerfully consider what you have been blessed 
with and what you should be returning to the Lord. Pray over your finances and 
other bills. The Lord is lord over all, including your finances, so turn the stress of 
finances over to the Lord. May you always rest in God’s provision for your life. 

“Not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, 

for God loves a 
cheerful giver.” 

2 Corinthians 9:7b

FROM ONE TO ONE

          In February we began the journey of “From One 
to One” as a congregation. We started by praying 
for one unbeliever in our lives because there is no 
argument or insight that we have which can bring 
someone to faith. Only God can open their eyes. From 
there we took steps to develop deeper friendships and 
ended by sharing our faith. Have you gotten there yet? 
If not, ask the Lord for an opportunity to share your 
faith with your “One.”
          Part of what we hoped to accomplish in “From 
One to One” is to help people see that every little step 
in evangelism from praying for someone to engaging 
them in meaningful friendship is an important step 
in proclaiming our faith. As last fall’s Outreach survey 
indicated, most of us only feel successful in sharing our 
faith when someone comes to faith. That is a really 
high bar, and it leaves most of us feeling defeated 
quite a bit! The truth is, you are successful every time 

Reflections on 2018 
by Ben Burkholder

you are faithful with the opportunity that God provides. 
Sometimes that might be to listen, pray, and develop a 
friendship. On other occasions, that will be inviting them 
to believe in Christ. Even if you feel guilt or remorse over 
not doing all the steps in “From One to One”, can you 
pause right now and rejoice over the times when you 
were faithful to respond to God’s call?
          Do you want to share what God did in your “From 
One to One” journey with others? Come to the service on 
Sunday, November 4 ready to share where you saw God 
at work. We want to celebrate with you.

1. Pray for the advancement of the Kingdom
2. Take your relationship deeper
3. Share your faith
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Instant Potato Drive for Light of Life
by Ben Burkholder
          Each year, Light of Life assembles Thanksgiving 
baskets to distribute to needy families in local 
communities. This year, as a church, we are going 
to help by donating all the needed instant mashed 
potatoes for the Thanksgiving baskets. They are 
looking to assemble 1,300 baskets, which means they 
are asking our church to collect 1,300 boxes of instant 
potatoes (26 oz.). So, on your next shopping run, pick 
up a few extra boxes of instant potatoes and drop 
them off the next time you’re at church. Donations 
will be accepted through Sunday, November 11 at 
the table in the lobby. Do you want to help transport 
the boxes to Light of Life? Email Pastor Ben at 
benburkholder@northparkepc.org.

International Student and Your 
Thanksgiving Dinner
by Ben Burkholder
          Did you know that 75% of international 
students will not enter an American home during 
their time in the U.S.? That means only 1 in 4 enter 
an American home during their tenure here. While 
that is abysmally low, you can do something to 
change that! Consider opening your Thanksgiving 
dinner up to our local international students this 
year. Our family has done this for several holidays, 
and, while it certainly changes the relational 
dynamic, they have been our most memorable and 
enjoyable holiday meals. 

          We look forward to a special time of rejoicing 
in the mercies of our Savior in a communion and 
thanksgiving service at 6:30 p.m. on Sunday, 
November 18. The evening will feature an open mic 
sharing time of how God has been moving and blessing 
us this past year. Plan to join us for this wonderful 
gathering with the entire church family.  
            **No child care for this event**

Did you know we have a 
Facebook page?

Sunday Evening November 18

Connect with us for: 
#MondayMotivation, 

#WorshipWednesday,
Events, Updates, and more!

@northparkepc

          We have two ways you can connect with 
international college students. The first is through a local 
international ministry called PRISM. They are looking for 
host families and their deadline is November 14, 2018.  
You can sign up on their website: www.pghcommission.org/
holiday-hosting.html. 
          In addition, we also have opportunities to host 
international La Roche College students. If you would 
like to host students from La Roche, email Pastor Ben at 
benburkholder@northparkepc.org.



Family Advent Resources
by Jill Benson

          Advent is a time to wait and anticipate the coming of Christ. A wonderful way to do this as a family is by 
working through an Advent devotional. Sitting down, each day, to engage this time of waiting as a family, 
can be a great reminder for our children of what we wait for and why we celebrate Christmas. Here are �ve 
of my favorite Advent resources, which cover a variety of ages:

The Jesus Storybook Bible Advent Cards (Sally Loyd-Jones)
This is a free printable resource that goes with The Jesus Storybook Bible. Each day you read one story from 
the Bible represented by di�erent cards with images from the Bible. This is great for young kids as it's short, 
but meaningful. The readings move through the Old Testament, anticipating Christ with each story. Printed 
copies of this will be available starting November 11 at the Advent Resources table in the lobby. Contact Jill 
if you don’t have a copy of the Jesus Storybook Bible.

Unwrapping the Greatest Gift: A Family Celebration of Christmas (Ann Voskamp)
This goes along with the Jesse tree if you're familiar with that Advent tradition. Each day it provides a Bible 
reading, a devotional, thoughts to discuss and a family activity. You can use your own Jesse tree ornaments 
or print di�erent options from Ann Voskamp's website (instructions are in the book for this). Contact Jill if 
you’re interested in borrowing a copy of this book for Advent. We have two copies available. There will also 
be copies of the printed ornaments at the Advent Resources table starting November 11.

Christ in Christmas: A Family Advent Celebration (James Dobson et al.)
This is a free resource we're able to o�er. These will be available at the Advent Resources table, starting 
November 11. This includes a devotional for each Sunday in Advent and a scripture reading for each day in 
Advent. The Sunday devotionals include a scripture passage, a song, the devotional and a family activity. 
Some reviews say that this is best for older children, but it's free so you are welcome to take one and adapt it 
slightly for younger kids. 

The Christmas Countdown: Creating        Days of New Advent Traditions 
for Families (Margie Harding)
One of the things I like about this Advent devotional is that each day includes an adult challenge and a child 
prompt. Each week also has an overarching theme. In addition to the child and adult prompts, each day 
includes a scripture reading, a key verse, a devotional and a family activity. Many of the days also include a 
Christmas carol you can sing together as a family. Contact Jill if you’re interested in borrowing a copy of this 
book to use during Advent. We have two copies available.
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The Family Tree of Christ Advent Cards (Amy Gannett)
This is a new resource, just released October 15. If you aren’t familiar with Tiny Theologians 
(https://tiny-theologians.com) products, they are a line of discipleship tools for the youngest members 
of God’s household. The Family Tree of Christ Advent Cards loosely follow Matthew’s genealogy of 
Christ. Each card has a Bible reading on a character, a brief explanation, and questions for re�ection, all 
of which emphasize God’s promise to send a Savior, who will make all things right. They are geared for 
ages 4-12. We have two copies of these available for families to borrow. Email Jill if you’re interested.

          Most of these start on December 1 so it’s great to start thinking now about which resource you 
might like to work through as a family this year. Be sure to check out the Advent Resources table, which 
will be available November 11 through December 2. Feel free to email Jill (jillbenson@northparkepc.org) 
if you have any questions about these resources or if you would like some suggestions of which might 
be best for your family.
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New Hope Christmas Store Tree 
by Ben Burkholder

          It is our privilege once again to partner with our former church plant, New Hope Church, located 
on the North Side in the “New Hope Christmas Store.” Through our church’s donations, low-income 
families on the North Side are able to afford presents for their children that they would not be able to 
purchase otherwise. In addition, this ministry connects them to a local church in their neighborhood 
for ongoing support and connection.  
          Starting on Sunday, November 18, the New Hope Christmas tree will be in the lobby. Those 
wishing to donate can take an ornament marked with the age and gender of a child and purchase 
an appropriate gift. Donations will need to be returned to the church by Sunday, December 9. If you 
are unable to grab an ornament, gift cards and cash donations can also be given. In addition, we will 
be collecting new winter hats, gloves, scarves, and socks that will be distributed at no expense to 
the participating families for their children ages 1-15. There is also a need for at least two people 
from North Park Church to assist with the event itself on Saturday, December 15. Perhaps this could 
be a community service project for your care group! Please stop by the table to see the different 
opportunities we have to make a positive difference at the New Hope Christmas Store. 
          If you wish to assist with the delivery of the gifts or help with the store, please contact Janie 
Koska at (412) 367-8381 or janeckoska@yahoo.com.



Hanging of the Greens
          It’s that time of year again! Our annual Hanging of the Greens 
will be on Tuesday, November 27 at 9:00 a.m. Join us and get in the 
Christmas spirit as we decorate our church in celebration of the birth of 
our Savior. Please let us know if you will need childcare. Also, feel free 
to bring a light snack to share. Coffee will be provided.  
          Any questions or need for childcare please contact Kim Haytock at 
khaytock@yahoo.com or Rachel Sharpnack at sharpy4@verizon.net

          For many of us, the Christmas season brings busy schedules, frantic shopping, hours of baking, and loads of 
stress. But as we all know, this is not what Christmas is truly about. 
          The world tells us we need to have the perfect gifts, to put up gorgeous decorations, and to attend all the 
parties, and it’s easy to get caught up in the pressure of creating the perfect Christmas. But this year at our Tea, 
we want to encourage you to transform the way you approach one of the busiest seasons of the year. 
          Join us (and invite a friend) as we have an evening of fellowship, food, carols, and relaxation along with 
a short program entitled Emmanuel: The Holy One that Makes Us Whole that will give us confidence through 
scripture and dance as we seek to transform the way we think and feel about Christmas. 
          Please sign up at the Information Counter starting on November 11. Invitations will be available to 
distribute to family and friends as well.

Novemeber 30, 2018 | 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. | Multipurpose Room 
Bring your own teacup and an appetizer or desert to share. 

Transforming Christmas Women’s Christmas Tea
And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image 

from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.
2 Corinthians 3:18
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by Kirstin Lukas



   
          Our yearly Gingerbread House Construction Co. will happen on Saturday, December 8 in the 
Multipurpose Room. New for this year, though, is that we will offer two different times: 3:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.! 
The reason behind this is that we want this to be even more of an outreach event. In the past, we barely fit our 
available space. This year, we want to invite more people to the event, and need your help to do so. That’s why 
we’re telling you ahead of time so you can invite your neighbors and friends. Please pick up invitations in the 
lobby. Questions? Email Ben Burkholder at benburkholder@northparkepc.org.

Gingerbread House Construction Co.

Save the 
Date!

Calling All 

Winter Warblers!
          What does “B.C.” stand for? Before Christ? Bill 
Clinton? British Columbia? Butler County? No, indeed! 
It stands for Big Choir! Behemoth Chorus! Beautiful 
Carols! Bellowing Choristers! Belting Crooners! Before 
Christmas! 
          Come join the choir for special music to be 
performed during Worship on Sunday, December 16. 
This “Big Choir” will rehearse the three Thursdays 
prior (November 29, December 6 & 13), and a fourth 
rehearsal will occur prior to Worship on December 16. 
If you need to miss a rehearsal, you have the option 
of coming to the regular Worship Team rehearsals on 
the Wednesdays prior to those dates. Also, we’d love 
to have you sing with us on Christmas Eve for our 
services that evening. Please email Brooke Hopkins at 
brookehopkins@northparkepc.org for more details. 

November FYI 2018 | North Park Church                          8

by Ben Burkholder 

by Brooke Hopkins



Alfred & Patricia Schaefer 
Kevin & Alison Sanders 
Natalie and Steven Karr 
Jim & Gloria Baldauff 
Dan & Beth Hendley 
Mike & Jeanne Safreed 
Brandon & Shelly McGlothlin

3 
5 
13 
16 
17 
20 
27

Beth Hendley
Mike Safreed
Gerry Richardson
Henry Lish
Laura Osmond
Grace Wu
Luke O’Brien
Elizabeth Haytock
Colin Longmore
Jim Gregory
Charles Klenk
Davey Pinkerton
Nellie Luther
Susann Pinkerton
Chad Morley
Diane Grajcar
Austin Dzadovsky

1 
2 
 
3 
5 
6 
 
8 

 
10
 
13
14
15
16 
19

21
22

24
25
26

27

28
29

30

Kathy Schadel
Joshua Laird
Mark Altmyer
Kirby Morris
Jeffery Buirge
Carl Shoemaker
Anna Warmbrodt
Edward Muzyn
Pat Hargest
Diane Glancy 
Jessica O’Brien 
Steve Benson
Rachel Sharpnack
Marge Stauffer 
Autumn Glancy
Oliver Benson
Carol Dupee
Holly Murphy 

Birth days

Anniversaries


