


March Memory Verse:
 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you, and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem and in 

all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.

– Acts 1:8
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Did you know that  TRENTON VAN OSS  is engaged to marry  JENNIFER BREDEMEIER in Estes 
Park, Colorado on July 28 ….. that  TAYLOR VAN OSS  is engaged to marry  MADISON MURCHAK 
at Phipps Conservatory on May 27 ..... that KIM MYCYK is our new Sr. Camp VBS Director..... that 
the Pittsburgh Penguins entered the NHL in 1967 and their colors were blue and white …..that BETH 
SATARIANO had the lead role of Jasmine in the North Hills Middle School Aladdin drama .... that 
LYDIA and  VIVIAN MILLER had key roles in the production .....that MARIO LEMIEUX made a goal 
on his first shot ever in the NHL …..that BONNIE GEORGE helps prep for Great Awakening coffee 
some Sundays.... that the KOSKAS are recently back from Hawaii.….. that BARB CHILDRESS plays 
the piano..... that in the 1920s Pittsburgh had an NHL team named the Pirates….that new member 
LEE COSTA is a close neighbor of Phil and Carla Rooke…. that JEFF and HEATHER MATTSON are 
both graduates of West Point …. that JEFF now works with computers for the Department of Defense 
at CMU…. that the Penguins hold the record for the NHL's longest winning streak of 17 games in the 
92-93 season..... that HANK LISH played college soccer at Westminster and JEFF BUIRGE played at 
Slippery Rock..... that each member of the Stanley Cup winning team gets to take the trophy home for a 
day .....that those who read the FYI are 6% more likely to win a Stanley Cup than those who do not..…. 
Did you know these things? I thought you should.…. 

Did You Know?
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HOLY WEEK PRAYER & WORSHIP
Once again we will gather to worship and remember the Lord via communion on Maundy 
Thursday, March 29 at 7:00 p.m. Nursery is offered for children 0-3 years old for this one 
hour service.
In addition, Tuesday, March 27 and Wednesday, March 28 we invite you to come out for 
prayer at the church from 8:00-8:50 p.m. in Room 107.

EASTER SERVICES, April 1 at 9:00 & 11:00 a.m.
Plan to join us and invite a friend to an Easter worship celebration on April 1. We will have 
no Sunday School that day, but will hold worship services at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. Both will 
provide Nursery and Children & Worship. If you can assist with nursery for one of the two 
services contact Jill Benson at the church office ASAP.



by Dan Hendley

Which event is most important for the Christian faith – the death 
of Jesus or His resurrection? That is a little like asking whether 
hydrogen or oxygen is more important in the formation of water. 
Both are essential. Both are critical. For some Christians, however, 
the death of Jesus is seen as something like a victory for Satan 
which sets up the miraculous “comeback” by Jesus on Sunday. 
To these, the resurrection story is the big one. For Evangelicals, 
frequently taught about substitutionary atonement, and mindful 
of the completeness of Christ’s sacrifice, the death of Jesus seems 
more central. But clearly, this is one of the both-ands of Scripture. 
The cross is the primary symbol of our faith, but Easter is the 
leading holiday, and both must live large in our thinking. It is 
the resurrection message that predominates in the preaching of the 
apostles in Acts. There the great news is that Jesus is risen from 
the dead and is declared by that miracle to be Lord of all, alive 
with the Father and ready to forgive all who repent. Too often, our 
gospel preaching fails to give the resurrection its central place. We 
tend to be more influenced by the teaching of Paul, in his epistles, 
where he focused much on the death of Jesus as the central act of 
redemption. But the cross and the crown, Good Friday and Easter, 
atoning death and triumphant resurrection must live together within 
our hearts and be for us the central, great, indivisible reality of our 
lives and of all human history. 

 PASTOR'S CORNER
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REACH
Rise Everyday to Acclaim Christ's Holy Word

NPC All Church Retreat
May 19, 2018



REACH
Rise Everyday to Acclaim Christ's Holy Word

NPC All Church Retreat
May 19, 2018

Blessed are those who have learned to acclaim You, who walk in the 
light of Your presence, Lord. They rejoice in Your name all day long; 
they celebrate Your righteousness. Psalm 89:15-16 NIV

We need to preach the Gospel to ourselves each day (reach inward), 
which can deepen our relationship with God (reach upward). But it also 
speaks as an encouragement to engage with others and proclaim God's 
goodness (reach outward).

You won’t want to miss our one day retreat at beautiful Camp Lutherlyn 
in Prospect. You will be encouraged and challenged to share your faith 
in practical ways. Pastor Chris White from Gateway Church will share 
how our daughter church is fueled to spread the Good News of Jesus 
Christ in real and authentic ways in the Slippery Rock Area. There will 
be a time of small groups while children ages 0-12 years old have their 
own activities.

This one day retreat will include some favorite highlights from 
previous retreats:
 • Worship time with all ages
 • Teaching time
 • Testimonies
 • Small groups 
 • Skits 
 • Free time for hiking, fishing, basketball, volleyball, etc.
 • Relay races with all ages
 • A campfire with s’mores 

We will start the day with registration at 9:00 a.m. There are options 
for lunch (bring your own, cook your own on charcoal grills, or eat in 
the dining hall) and everyone will have dinner in the dining hall.  

Mark your calendar for this special day. 
Registration begins March 25 and ends April 15.

Would you like to join the planning team or have questions?
Contact Joyce Kish at

joycemkish@gmail.com or call 412-973-4237
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Father-Daughter      

Spring Dinner    & Dance

UNDER

 

THE
 

SEAD a ncing
     

 
 

The Father-daughter relationship is 
a precious bond. The Men's Ministry 

would like to promote this relationship 
by sponsoring "Dancing Under the Sea," 

a Father-Daughter Spring Dinner and 
Dance on Saturday, March 17, 2018 

from 6:00 - 9:00 p.m. 

There will be a catered dinner, dancing 
and a DJ, games, prizes, and more!

Fathers decide how old their daughter 
should be to attend, but elementary 

through high school-age girls are 
encouraged to come. No age limit on 
fathers! We would also encourage you 

to invite other dads (neighbors, friends, 
brothers) and their daughters to attend. 

The cost for the event will be $35 for 
members and regulars of North Park 

Church. Any guest invited will be covered 
by the Men's Ministry.

Please sign up at the Information Counter 
by March 12. 

Questions? Contact Dawson Haytock at
dhaytock@gmail.com



SPRING SUNDAY SCHOOL
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HOLD FAST - HEBREWS
with Andy Stites

Spring Sunday School

R.C. Sproul once said, “…if, for some reason, I could have only one book from the entire Bible, I would 
choose the book of Hebrews.” One of the things that elevates Hebrews is how it so beautifully bridges the 
Old Testament to the New Testament. In this class, we will “fix our eyes on Jesus” as we seek to understand 
how He is better in EVERY single way and how He is the fulfillment of every promise. Together we will 
strive to HOLD FAST to Jesus, our hope and the anchor of our souls!

MARRIAGE: A JOURNEY OF REDEMPTION
with Ben and Jen Burkholder

In the context of marriage, we live out both the most extraordinary and most ordinary moments of our 
lives. With increasing years, marriage becomes commonplace, and we are tempted to lose sight of the 
extraordinary call of mirroring Christ's love for the church (Ephesians 5:25-27). What would it look like 
to call forth the glorious uniqueness God has placed in our spouse and live in an intimate union with one 
another? Let's journey together through the ordinary and extraordinary work of redemption God is doing in 
and through our marriages.

BECOMING TECH-WISE
with Adam Bright and Chad Morley

Technology is everywhere, and it can be immensely beneficial. However, unless we put technology in its 
proper place, it can put us in a place that hurts us, our relationship with God, and the people around us. In 
this class we will be discussing how to put technology in its proper place in both our family's and our own 
lives based on the book The Tech-Wise Family by Andy Crouch, which is not required for the class.

FLAWED YET FAITHFUL 
with Gary Laird

Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human 
standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of the world to 
shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong (1 Corinthians 1:26-27).
When we consider the great heroes of the Bible, we sometimes feel that we can't possibly compare to those 
men and women. We're too young. We're too old. We have health issues. We don't have economic means.  
We struggle with sin....and the list goes on and on. Yet, when we dig into their stories, we see their flaws 
and difficulties AND their faithful service to the Lord. We see that they really were no different than you or 
me...yet God still used them for great things! Each week, we'll profile a different person from the Bible, take 
a look at their life, and draw encouragement from their stories.

March 11 - May 20



Many of  you have been faithfully praying for one or more non-Christians in your life. Stay faithful 
in prayer. It is the easiest thing for us to give up because it can seem unproductive. It might seem 
like we would be more useful doing something else. There will be time for doing things, but we can 
be busybodies for Jesus and still miss the most important thing. Martha once implored Jesus to tell 
her sister Mary to help her with the household tasks instead of  sitting at Jesus' feet. Rather than 
reprimand Mary, Jesus responded, "Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things; there 
is need of  only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her" 
(Luke 10:41b-42). Sitting in prayer is never a waste. There is nothing more profitable to do.

Why does God want us to pray when He knows what we desire anyway? I am not always sure why 
God works the way He does, but I have come to believe that God wants us to be in prayer so that 
when He acts we know it is His doing and not our own. Already I have heard testimony that God 
has met some of  the prayers that you have prayed for your non-Christian friends, coworkers, and 
neighbors. When we began the "From One to One" Venture, God laid a particular coworker on 
Gail Nelson's mind to commit to prayer. During that week, the coworker, who had not engaged in 
much discussion about faith with Gail before, came to Gail and asked for prayer as she navigated 
some difficult circumstances in her life because she knew Gail was a Christian. This is just the 
beginning, and I wait with eager expectation to see how God meets us in our prayers, bringing 
opportunities to share Christ's love in word and deed to those closest to us. If  you have a story you 
want to tell others about where God is at work in your prayer for others, let me know.

Mid-March
Coming in the middle of  March we are going to take a new step in the "From One to One" 
Venture as a congregation. We will each take steps to cultivate a deeper relationship with the 
person for whom we are praying. It might be going out for breakfast, a play date at the park, or 
inviting their family over for dinner. The point is to care about them as a person and get to know 
them more personally.  So think creatively. What can you do concretely this month that would 
help you know and understand the other person, what they believe about the world, and even God 
better? Of  course, we are not going to stop praying. We are going to continue with prayer and 
never journey beyond our need for prayer.
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FROM ONE TO ONE 

March 2018
BY: BEN BURKHOLDER



Family of the Month
Gail Nelson

BY KELLY LAIRD

FAMILY OF THE MONTH

Say hello to a very well-loved member of our church, 
Gail Nelson. This kind lady is a deacon and serves on 
the A & P committee, greets us with a friendly face, 
and leads the Emergency Prayer Connection. Let’s get 
to know Gail a little better.

Gail lives in McCandless and works in Wexford after 
growing up in Ellwood City, about forty-five minutes 
from the ‘Burgh. She attended Grove City College. 
She had heard good things about North Park Church 
and when she walked through the door, it felt like 
home. She became a member in 1985. Gail works at 
Hefren-Tillotson throughout the week and on the 
weekend can be found helping her mom. 

Family includes her daughter Carol and Carol’s dog, 
Ozzy, whom she spends a considerable amount of 
time caring for. Carol teaches first grade at McIntyre 
Elementary School and is engaged to be married this 
summer.  

Gail is in a care group with Adele Radascy and the 
Faber, Pinkerton, and Kendall families. Gail shares that 
the group has provided “a wonderful experience to grow, 
share, and find mutual support with such committed 
Christians!”

Gail’s favorite scripture passage is from John 1:14, which 
says, “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among 
us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten 
from the Father, full of grace and truth.” Please pray for 
Carol’s struggle with Lupus and for Gail’s mother, who 
is in frail health. You probably don’t need to seek her out 
because Gail will likely say ‘Hello’ to you first!
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VBS 2018 
JUNE 18 - 22

Save the date for VBS 2018, Splash Canyon! We’re looking for people to join us as we discover God’s promise on 
life’s wild ride.

As we study the stories of Moses, Joshua, Naaman and Paul, children will learn that no matter the 
circumstances, God is with them—no matter the circumstances, God is faithful and through Jesus, our Savior, 
gives us life. “Life is full of thrills and spills; we may not know what’s around the bend, but God does! At Splash 
Canyon, kids discover that, on life’s wild ride, Jesus is by our side.” (splashcanyon.cph.org). 

Though it seems far away, VBS will be here before we know it. Please begin to think about how you might like 
to help. Read below for the different volunteer roles we are looking to fill. VBS wouldn’t be possible without the 
many volunteers that step up each year—thank you so much for considering filling one of these roles! 
We’re so excited for you all to join us at Splash Canyon in just four months!

I am excited to be a camper at VBS. Registration opens March 1. You can register at northparkepc.org/vbs/register 
or by picking up a paper form at the VBS table in the lobby. 

I am eager to lead campers as a counselor or aide. Counselor and Aide applications are now available. Deadline 
for submission is April 8. You can access the volunteer applications at northparkepc.org/vbs/volunteer or pick up a 
copy at the VBS table in the lobby.

I feel called to run a Mission, Bible, Craft, Recreation or Snack rotation for campers. Contact Kelly Stitt for 
Junior Camp and/or Kim Mycyk for Senior Camp (contact information below) to talk about opportunities to 
serve.

God gifted me with a special skill or talent, and I’d like to run a Senior Camp elective. Contact Kim Mycyk 
(contact information below).

I would love to be a VBS prayer warrior. Talk to Beth Hendley or sign up at our VBS table to receive prayer 
requests and updates.

I love praise music and want to join the Worship Rally team. Contact Brooke Hopkins to join his crew.

I want to help, but am not available the week of VBS. We have lots of opportunities to help outside of the VBS 
week. We’ll need help decorating the church the weekend before VBS and cleaning the following weekend. 
We’ll also be looking for help with our kick-off and celebration events. And we are always in need of food 
donations for snacks. Contact Jill Benson, if you’re interested in helping in one of these ways.

I have a heart to help, but I’m not sure where I fit. No problem—we have roles suited for all of our volunteers. 
Contact Jill Benson to talk about where you might serve.
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Jill Benson, VBS Director - jillbenson@northparkepc.org or 412-367-5000 ext 227
Kelly Stitt, Junior Camp Director - kellyastitt@yahoo.com 
Kim Mycyk, Senior Camp Director - kmycyk@gmail.com
Brooke Hopkins, VBS Music Director - brookehopkins@northparkepc.org

Family of the Month
Gail Nelson

BY KELLY LAIRD



MINISTRY UPDATE

On January 28 a team of elders and missions 
committee members visited Gateway EPC, 
a church that North Park Church planted in 
2007 to reach college students. To accomplish 
this, they meet Sunday mornings on Slippery 
Rock University's campus. It was gratifying to 
see that the original vision for the church plant 
was indeed being fulfilled. Over 100 students 
from Grove City and Slippery Rock  
were there!  

On this same day, Gateway was commissioning 
17 college students into leadership in their 
various ministries on the campus and in the 
church. In response to seeing the number of 
student leaders Philip Rooke commented, "It 
is encouraging to see the number of young 
people involved in the leadership." Carla 
Rooke likewise writes of this experience, 
"What an encouragement to witness and 
join in the commissioning of a large group 
of students so committed to the ministry of 
Christ.... This is the next generation filled with 
passion and commitment." While we hear a 
lot about college students leaving the faith, 
Gateway was a refreshing example to  
the contrary.

Andy and Joyce Kish, who have visited 
Gateway periodically since its beginning, 
noted that there has been continuous 
development as "Chris (Pastor Christ White) 
and his staff prayerfully adjust their ministry 

programs based on student need and dynamics 
of their congregation." One of the important 
dimensions of Gateway's ministry to college 
students has been the employment of a 
CCO campus minister who leads a weekly 
discipleship meeting and develops student 
leaders throughout the week. For the past year 
and a half, North Park Church has financially 
supported this CCO campus minister (Sam 
Levy) in partnership with other churches in 
the Presbytery. Your gifts to the ministry of 
North Park are indeed bearing much fruit.

You may be wondering if a church focused on 
college students is viable for the long term, 
but we met several people who had stayed at 
the church long after they left college. Phil 
Van Sickel writes, "I was very encouraged by 
the young man who sat at lunch with us with 
his young daughter. He came to Gateway 
as a student from Grove City College and 
now has made Gateway his home church. I 
believe there are a couple more folks in that 
category and that is a recipe for longevity. 
That fits right in with their vision of being a 
community church that is fully integrated with 
the college." Thus, we were encouraged on a 
number of fronts. Not only did we witness 
the discipleship of college students, we also 
discovered that several of them had committed 
themselves to the long term life of the church.  

Gateway in Slippery Rock:
Successfully Reaching the Next Generation

BY BEN BURKHOLDER
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Information Meeting 
on the Importance of 

Initial Impressions 
and Safety & 

Security at NPC
Sunday, March 11 

after Worship in Room 112

Purpose:
Inform Sunday morning ministry team 
members on their role in first impressions of 
our guests and Safety & Security of all 
at NPC.

Informational Presentations  
(10 minutes each):
Importance of Initial Impressions of NPC  
 - Pastor Ben Burkholder
Significance of Safety & Security at NPC  
 - Deacon Dan Sherwin

Who should attend?
• Ushers
• Information Counter Team
• Greeters
• Great Awakeningers
• Safety & Security Team
• Anyone wanting to hear more about   
 the Safety & Security plan at NPC

Questions? Contact Mark Sharpnack at 
marksharpnack@northparkepc.org

Are you frustrated by the polarization in our current 
world? Do you wish to have a conversation without 
it degenerating into polarizing stereotypes? Or, do 
you want to know how to share the Gospel without 
becoming entangled with all of the talking points of 
our day? If so, this conference is for you.  

Undivided is an interactive workshop offering 
practical tools for how to understand, love, and seek 
unity with others in a world that seems determined 
to divide and conquer. Biblically based in our Gospel 
identity, this 6-hour workshop wrestles with the 
complexities of “us versus them” thinking and offers 
solutions for everyday life. This workshop has been 
thoughtfully constructed with our own formation 
and growth in Christ in mind by Debbie and Curt 
Swindoll, along with Monica Green.

We are hosting this event in the Multipurpose Room 
at North Park Church on Saturday, 
April 14 from 9:00-3:30 p.m. Registration is $25, 
which includes lunch and conference materials. 
Registration will soon be live at 
https://www.graftedlife.org/undivided.


