
May Memory Verse:
 

Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of 
you speak the truth with his neighbor, for we 

are members one of another.

– Ephesians 4:25
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We look forward to spending time with  

you at the upcoming  
NPC All Day Retreat at Lutherlyn in 

Prospect, PA.
Saturday, May 19

Sign up NOW at the table in the lobby.

Questions? Contact Joyce Kish at joycemkish@gmail.com



Did you know that  BETHANY OSMOND  just became a confirmed member of NPC .... that BONNIE 
GEORGE is likely moving to Texas ….. that Hawaiians live longer than those from any other state ..... 
that JIM LUDWIG played soccer for Bucknell, whose football team won the first ever Orange Bowl in 
1935 ..... that PHIL and NANCY VAN SICKEL are first-time grandparents of an adopted boy - Caleb 
…..that the dwarf willow of Greenland is the world's smallest tree, about two inches in height .... that 
the MCGLOTHLIN FAMILY is moving to North Carolina .....that JON VAN KIRK has been hired as a 
youth ministry intern (part-time) for this summer …..that STEVE BENSON will be leading a weekly 
gathering for college students and young adults this summer.... that GEORGE FOREMAN became 
(for the last time) the heavyweight boxing champion at age 45.….. that May 3 is the National Day of 
Prayer….that ELIZA DUPEE is graduating from Gordon College and has taken a job teaching art at a 
school in Arizona…. that the  DUPEE TWINS ( Jack and Spencer) have already moved out west with 
their brides …. that DAN and  CAROL just spent a week in Greece…. that DENNY KOSKA is ready to 
get back to golfing after his quintuple bypass..... that ARNOLD PALMER shot a 66 on his 66th birthday 
..... that Cuban dictator FIDEL CASTRO was once offered a chance to pitch for the Giants ..... that NATE 
FAIRFIELD'S father taught seminary at Trinity School for Ministry in Ambridge ..... that BROOKE 
HOPKINS' 98 year old father taught at Westminster College ..... that RC SPROUL graduated from 
Westminster ..... that LUKE MATTSON has won the opportunity to study this summer in China ..... that 
ALEX GELB is headed to Wheaton College in the Fall ..... that 50% of dogs get Christmas gifts ..... that 
those who read the FYI are 14% more likely to receive a Christmas gift than those who don't ..…. Did you 
know these things? I thought you should.…. 

Did You Know?

NPC MEN: JOIN US JUNE 9 AT THE MANUP CONFERENCE
BY: DAN DUPEE

When Christian men are fully engaged as friends, 
husbands, dads and coaches, good things happen.  
I’ve heard this kind of thing for years, but it took raising 
four children of our own and writing a book to learn 
it for keeps. As an example, Christian men who are 
emotionally connected to their kids are 25% more likely 
to see them follow in the faith (from Vern Bengston’s book, 
Families and Faith).
I’m commending a Saturday in June to the men of 
North Park Church. The ManUp Conference will take 
place on June 9 at Victory Family Church in Cranberry. 
Speakers will include Coaches Tomlin and Hurdle, 
and a keynote address by Léonce Crump, a pastor from 
Atlanta who spoke for us at Jubilee two years ago and is 
very good. Tunch Ilkin will be the MC, Urban Impact’s 

Ed Glover will have some helpful things to say, and 
there will be some great breakouts, particularly the one 
on teens (ok, that is the one I will lead).  
In addition to great content, ManUp connects men 
from churches all over western Pennsylvania, providing 
fellowship opportunities across denominational and 
racial lines.  
The enemy may tell us that we are irrelevant, weak 
imposters, but the truth is that we are God’s beloved 
sons, called to make a difference in the lives of those 
around us. 
For more information on ManUp, go to http://www.cwvent.
com/events/manup-pittsburgh-2018/ or look for information at 
the Information Counter.
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As we enter the month of  May, I hope you have taken some kind of  step to 
deepen your relationship with the person for whom you're praying. If  you 
have not, there is still time to do so. This is not rocket science; it just takes us being intentional about 
cultivating relationships like we would with anyone else. On the very Sunday we invited the congregation 
to take some steps to deepen their relationship with the person, one of  the people for whom I am 
praying came and asked me to spend an entire afternoon with him doing something we enjoy together. 
I never saw this coming! When we are faithful in prayer, God will open up opportunities where we never 
expected them. Keep your eyes open for what God is doing and tell others when you see Him at work. It 
will encourage them to be faithful in waiting for God's work.

If  you have taken steps to deepen your relationship, I'm going to ask you to keep doing the same two 
things: 1) keep praying and 2) keep cultivating the relationship. Since we are all at different stages 
of  relationship, this will not be a "one size fits all" approach. However, if  you have a deep enough 
relationship where it feels appropriate to take the next step, I want to encourage you to do the following. 
Ask the person about what they believe. Do they believe God created us? What do they believe is the 
point of  being human? Do they believe there is life after death? The point here is to listen to them. What 
do they really believe? If  you get a chance to share your faith, great. However, if  you just get a chance to 
hear them out and really understand their questions about God, about the world, and about themselves, 
that is a huge success. Now you know where they really are and can pray more precisely about their 
actual spiritual questions. The point here is to take our relationships to a point where talking about our 
faith is a part of  the honest exchange in our relationship.

FROM ONE TO ONE
Taking it One Step Deeper

BY: BEN BURKHOLDER
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SIERRA LEONE UPDATE
BY BEN BURKHOLDER

In partnership with the churches in our Presbytery, 
North Park has been committed to spreading the light 
of God's Word in Sierra Leone, a small country in western 
Africa. Over the past few years, we have financially 
helped build schools, churches, a medical clinic, and 
support an indigenous pastor. This year, the missions 
committee has chosen to contribute financially to the 
funding necessary to start a microloan program whose 
first beneficiaries will be pastors and teachers to help 
them get more training and to help them build houses
for their families. Our church's contribution was essential to helping the program have 
enough capital to pass the government's stipulated requirements. Moreover, starting the 
microloan program is a helpful next step towards getting the non-profit ministry there to 
be self-sustaining for the long haul.  Thanks for partnering with us in taking the light and 
love of Christ to the nations!



Far Above All Dogs
By Brooke Hopkins

Stop me if you’ve heard this one…um, ok, it’s too late: the one about the dyslexic atheist who didn’t believe 
there was a dog. Pure humor, right there. I am part of the vast majority who have seen, and believe in, 
the existence of dogs. I am also one of those, fewer in number, who believe in the God of the heavens, and 
cringe when many elevate the status of dogs far above their appointed position.

Having a dog who just turned three, I’ve had some opportunity to muse on the canine nature, at least 
as reflected in our 115-lb. gentle giant. All of creation points to the glory of the Creator, and our sweet, 
sometimes-obedient pet is no exception. He also, on the other paw, just as clearly manifests the vast gulf 
separating God and His universe. He is, after all, just a dog.

Consider this: Bonhoeffer the Barking Behemoth is faithful. He is concerned for our safety. I’ve seen his 
fury and rage at our perceived enemies (delivery trucks, deer, opossums and raccoons, for the most part). 
As man’s best friend, he constantly desires my companionship, attention, and praise. Our Lord (man’s REAL 
best Friend), in a much more perfect way, is faithful, concerned for our well-being (the full wrath of God 
reserved for the enemies of the cross is at this point yet to be witnessed). He desires our fellowship and 
communion. He loves, even commands, our praise.

A dog has a different sense of time than I. After all, they squeeze seven years into one. Not quite having a 
day be as a thousand years, although it might seem like that to him when he hasn’t had his potty break. 
Dogs also have a heightened sensory awareness—they see, hear, and smell things we don’t. Makes me feel 
like I’m seeing in a mirror dimly, or something. Obviously there’s a reality beyond what I can comprehend. 
Bonhoeffer gets some of it; God, omniscient, omnipotent, and omnipresent—gets it all.

Sometimes our overgrown puppy reflects more of me in the manner I relate to God. The way he eats it up 
when I say, “Good boy!” is probably how I might respond to a “Well done, good and faithful servant!” And, 
Bonhoeffer has no idea what I mean when I say, “I’ll be right back!” Talk about a lack of patience. I turn 
my back and he goes bananas—you’re not leaving me out here?!? All alone?? (translation of the incessant barking 
that follows me into the house). Similarly, I read in the Bible that our risen, ascended, glorified Lord 
promises I’ll be right back. And…He hasn’t returned yet. Even so, come quickly, we plead incessantly.

One of the most tangible signs of Bonhoeffer’s existence is the fact that he sheds. He sheds and sheds and 
sheds. We collect enough hair to start stuffing our own line of custom pillows (pre-ordering available now; 
give us a call). His hair is everywhere, and covers everything—there’s no end to it. And our dear Lord and 
Savior, in the most amazing of graces, also shed. His blood, shed once, covers us and all our everything for all 
time—our sins, shortcomings, pride, lust, rebellion, unbelief. Such love—far greater from my God than from 
my dog. And even a dyslexic will understand: Wow.
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Family of the Month
Daly

BY KELLY LAIRD

FAMILY OF THE MONTH

The Daly family is our current family of the month 
and we’ll begin with a little quiz. Who is traveling 
this month to sing in Italy? Which family member 
has the same first and last name initial? Who grew 
up in Buffalo? Which Daly is a libero? Which family 
member likes to golf? Well, to find out, read on!

So to start, the family includes Joe, Laura, Erin 
and Paige. Joe owns and runs DALYSource, Inc., 
with Laura working with him out of their home in 
Hampton. Joe is a manufacturing sales rep.  They 
started this together in 2005, ten years after they 
married after meeting in Tyson’s Corner, VA through a 
dating service. Laura also works part-time at Women’s 
Choice Network as the coordinator for abstinence 
education in Allegheny City high schools. Joe is an 
usher at church and serves regularly at Light of Life. 
Laura’s main ministry is WCN, though she has served 
in many capacities over the years - a few search teams, 
A&P committee and chief archery expert for our 
summer camp. Joe and Laura both enjoy golf in their 
free time as well as traveling and watching Blacklist.

Did you know that Laura grew up right in this area, 
Ingomar? And, she graduated from Penn State with a 
major in Psychology/Business, aka Human Resources/
Personnel Management.  Joe, however, grew up near 
Buffalo, NY in a town called Lockport, just off the 
Erie Canal. He graduated from Georgetown with a 
major in Finance. Once married, Laura and Joe lived 
and built a home in Maryland. Another fun fact, Carol 
Dupee was Laura’s college roomie for a summer-term 
and stayed in touch. When Joe and Laura decided to 
move to Pittsburgh, Carol recommended NPC and 
the family has never left.  

The family also includes two very special ladies - Erin 
and Paige. Erin is 21 and a Jr. Music Therapy major at 
Indiana Wesleyan in Marion. Her interests are travel 

and anything musical. While at IWU, Erin has been a 
part of a very talented traveling Chorale that in May will 
travel throughout Italy and sing in Venice, Florence and 
Rome, including a children’s home where the kids who 
live there are undergoing chemotherapy. Paige is 19 and 
finishing her freshman year at RIT, Rochester Institute 
of Technology in Rochester, NY. Paige plays on the 
women’s volleyball team in the libero position (back line 
specialist), and is a Biomedical Science major. Paige has 
a part-time job in the biomedical sciences cadaver lab. 
(She thinks, “They’re dying to get in there! LOL!”) Paige 
worships at Grace Fellowship in Rochester, referred to 
her by her Summer’s Best Two Weeks mentor.  

The last Daly is Dixie-dog Daly. As Laura puts it, “We 
have a very whiny, spoiled rotten, ten-year-old Springer 
Spaniel...who loves Michele Moir when she comes to 
work for us, because Michele brings huge dog bone 
treats...Dixie also loves Nancy Van Sickel and Tirzah 
Hopkins when Dixie goes on overnights with them! It 
bears mentioning, that we had, once upon a time, a beta 
fish that Paige named Sam…. after Sam Buirge.”

So there’s your brief snapshot into the lives of this busy 
family. How did you do on the quiz? Five out of five? If 
not, take a few minutes to say hello and get to know one 
or more of the Dalys!
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VBS 2018 
JUNE 18 - 22

VBS Mission: Clean Water through Healing Haiti
By Jill Benson

One of my favorite elements of VBS is our camp mission. I love it because we aren’t only presenting the gospel 
to our VBS campers, we’re also giving them a way to live out the gospel. For our camp mission this year, we’ll be 
focusing on clean water to go along with our Splash Canyon Theme.

According to UNICEF, only 30% of Haitians have access to safe drinking water and adequate sanitation. Clean 
water affects everything. Without clean water, even well-fed children can die from malnutrition, resulting from 
parasites and bacteria in their water (healinghaiti.org). Our camp mission this year will be collecting donations 
for Healing Haiti Clean Water Delivery in Cite Soleil.

Healing Haiti runs 3 loads of water a day per truck, six days a week, 52 weeks per year to Cite Soleil, the poorest 
slum in the Western Hemisphere. Each truck carries 3500 gallons of water. These trucks take water to the 
poorest of the poor—people living on less than $1/day. There are no wells in this area, as you hit salt water if you 
drill for a well. Without access to water from Healing Haiti, many impoverished families would be forced to pay 
money they don’t have for clean water. 

Joy is the best word to describe the Haitian people as a water truck arrives at Cite Soleil. As soon as they see the 
water truck drive into the area, they begin celebrating. Individuals fill the largest items they have full of water to 
carry back to their homes. For them, clean water means they can keep themselves and their kids healthy. This is 
something we take for granted every day. We turn on a faucet and immediately have access to clean water. But 
many in Cite Soleil wouldn’t have access to clean water if it weren’t for Healing Haiti.

I encourage you to think about donating to our VBS mission this year:
 
 • $ 25 pays for 1 load of water (3500 gallons)
 • $ 75 pays for 3 loads of water (10,500 gallons) for an entire day
 • $ 150 pays for 3 loads of water (21,000 gallons) over 2 days
 • $ 450 pays for 3 loads of water (63,000 gallons) over one week
 • $2000 pays for 3 loads of water (273,000 gallons) for an entire month

So every little bit helps! Campers will be encouraged to bring in money to contribute the week of camp as well. 
Please also be praying for our camp mission, that campers would have a heart for those without clean water, that 
this would be a way we could partner with Healing Haiti to be a light to a hurting place and for the people living 
in Cite Soleil.
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OPEN TABLE

As many of you know, North Park Church has been involved with a ministry known as Open Table for 
about 4 years. NPC is completing our third Table (with Mike, a single man coming out of the Light of 
Life Mission on Pittsburgh’s north side). This latest Table included Kelly Stitt, who served as the leader 
of the team, Deborah Furey, Connie Rivero, Jim Warmbrodt, Adam Bright, and Bruce Allison. Overall, 
seventeen individuals from NPC (including several couples) have participated as table members. Open 
Table is a relational model of ministry, and our time together with Mike has been mutually rewarding and 
edifying, as we have all deepened our connection with one another.

Table members invest what they have learned on their life journeys and connect to their personal networks 
in their congregations and community to provide skill building, services and door opening in coming 
alongside people in poverty – called Brothers and Sisters – assisting them in developing and implementing 
plans that focus on economic sustainability and wholeness. The Open Table model moves us from a 
“transactional” relationship with our Brothers and Sisters in poverty to a “transformational” relationship. 

The Open Table motto is
Igniting human potential is simple: Relationship

So what does it look like? 
Table volunteers bring with them their vocational and life experiences along with their personal and 
professional networks to a Brother or Sister for approximately one year. Together, with the Brother and 
Sister, the Table develops and implements a customized LifePlan to empower the Brother or Sister to live 
into the human potential God gave to them.

The Table works through the LifePlan together with the Brother or Sister to establish goals, 
accountability, and an overall mutually agreed upon implementation strategy. Each person is assigned 
to provide leadership to a specific area of the plan (such as education, employment, spirituality, housing, 
transportation, etc.), but always work as a team. Table members are typically “generalists” and “life 
experienced”, and are not expected to be “experts” in any particular discipline. Perhaps most importantly, 
the Table members learn that relationship is key in helping someone succeed and is the main ingredient for 
true transformation. 

Once life has stabilized for the Brother or Sister and meaningful positive networks have been established, 
Tables transition into an After Plan, through which Table members and Brothers or Sisters are able to 
remain in supportive, yet less formal community together. This is the current status of the table with our 
brother Mike.

Connecting with Light of Life Mission (www.lightoflife.org) through Open Table provides NPC yet 
another opportunity to better collaborate with a vital local ministry we have supported over the years, 
as Open Table provides a natural extension of support for individuals completing their time with Light 
of Life. It would be great to see additional individuals who “graduate” from Light of Life given an 
opportunity to connect with us and continue the process of change. BUT, in order to continue with this 
impactful ministry, more NPC individuals will need to serve as Table Members!! Do you think God is 
calling you to be involved? Please be in prayer and if you would like to learn more about how you 
can become a Table member, simply contact Pastor Ben at benburkholder@northparkepc.org.

The primary role of table members is to: 
1) Develop a trusting and honest relationship with the “Brother” or “Sister” 

2) Connect them with the resource networks in our own lives and within the life of the church 

 : Transformational Assistance 
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Youth Group Schedule for May
7:00 - 8:30 P.M.
Small Group
High School and Middle 
School Girls at the Church 

6:30 - 8:30 P.M.
Youth Group

6:00 P.M. - 9:00 A.M.
Youth Group Overnight
at the Church

NO Youth Group
Due to Mother's Day

7:00 - 8:30 P.M.
Small Group
High School and Middle 
School Girls at the Church  

6:30 - 8:30 P.M.
Youth Group
Last meeting for Spring

     13

16   

   20

NO Youth Group
Due to Memorial Day    27
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GAME NIGHT
WHETHER CARD GAMES, GROUP GAMES, OR PLAYING VOLLEYBALL IS YOUR THING, COME JOIN 
US FOR THE NEXT COMPASS EVENT! GAMERS OF ALL AGES ARE WELCOME, AS THERE WILL BE 
FUN PLANNED FOR ALL!  

DINNER WILL CONSIST OF CHICK-FIL-A SANDWICHES AND CHICKEN STRIPS ALONG WITH THE 
FOOD PEOPLE BRING TO SHARE WITH OTHERS. COST WILL BE $2 PER PERSON WITH A $10 
MAXIMUM PER FAMILY.

WHAT TO BRING:
 - Something to contribute to the meal
  A-H: Appetizer
  I-P: Salad
  R-Z: Dessert
 - A favorite board, card, or tailgate game you want to share
 - You and your best game face!
WHEN: Tuesday, May 8 from 6:00-8:00 p.m.
WHERE: North Park Multipurpose Room (aka the Blue Room)

To give us accurate numbers, please, sign up in the lobby or email Pastor Ben at 
benburkholder@northparkepc.org.




