
N o r t h    P a r k 
C      H      U      R      C      H 

WORSHIP  CONNECT  IMPACT 

January 2017                   Volume 116 
A Publication of North Park Evangelical Presbyterian Church 

Ecclesiastes - led by Adam Bright 
 

What is the point of work here on earth? Why do we continue to run in the rat race of life? How should we respond to 

the emptiness that surrounds us? We will discuss these questions and more as we read through the book of Ecclesiastes 

with the help of a study guide edited by J.I. Packer, which is not necessary for class participation. 

 

What do Presbyterians Believe? - led by Jim Yoder and Phil Van Sickel 
 

If God died for all and every person, why are not all saved? If God has elected only some for salvation, does that make 

Him less than holy in your thinking? Shouldn’t everyone have an equal opportunity? After all, this is America. What 

about predestination? If God freely and unchangeably ordained everything that comes to pass, does that mean that He is 

the author of evil? These are some of the questions that will be offered for discussion in the Westminster Confession 

Sunday School Class. Come and see. 

 

Under Our Skin: A Christ ian Discussion on Race - led by Jeff Smalley 
 

Can race relations ever get better? This is the question we will be asking as we discuss Under Our Skin, a book  

written by Ben Watson. In a country aflame with the fallout from the racial divide is there hope for honest and healing 

conversation? We hope to finally come to understand each other on issues that are ultimately about so much more than 

black and white. In Under Our Skin, Watson draws from his own life, his family legacy, and his role as a husband and 

father to sensitively examine both sides of the race debate and appeal to the power of the Gospel. 
 

*Please sign-up at the Information Counter if you plan to attend.  Purchase of the book (roughly $15.00) is necessary to participate. 

 

Becoming a Contagious Christ ian Community - led by Ben Burkholder 
 

Did you ever wish sharing your faith with others felt more natural? Have you ever found yourself wondering how you 

could bring your faith to your workplace but didn't know where to start? In this class we are going to be looking at the 

barriers that keep us from being contagious witnesses and see how God's power can help us overcome them. This is not 

primarily about the nuts and bolts of sharing what the Gospel is but about becoming the kind of people who maximize 

the opportunities that God puts in front of us. 

Winter Sunday School 
2017 

January 8 - February 26 



Pastor’s Corner 
by  

Dan Hendley  

 
 

Contents 
Front Page 

  2017 Winter Sunday School Classes 
 

2  Pastor’s Corner 
January Memory Verse 

3  Welcome to Compass 
Progressive Dinner 

4  Campus Advisory Team 
Paradoxology 

5  Did You Know? 
Furniture Donations Wanted 
Save the  Date: All-Church Retreat 

6  Youth Group Schedule 
Children’s Sunday School Highlight 

7  NPC Family of the Month 

   

   

   

   

2 

For a current look at the NPC calendar, 
 click the calendar link above the  

 newsletter link on the web. 
 

North Park Church 
600 Ingomar Rd. 

Wexford, PA 15090 
412-367-5000 

 

www.northparkepc.org 

Back  Page 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

So, Wednesday November 30 
marked the end of an era. It was 
the last day on which the 
Pittsburgh Tribune Review 
published its print edition of  
the paper. Now, one has to go 
online to get the local news  
from them or subscribe to the 
Post-Gazette. I decided to stop 
getting a printed paper. For me, 
it was kind of sad. I learned to 
read as a child by perusing the 
sports and comics sections of 
the Orlando Sentinel (morning) 
and the Ocala Star-Banner (evening). As an adult, I have always 
had the local paper to read, often over a meal. Eventually, the 
news section became more important than the sports and 
comics but I continued to read every section – at least picking 
the articles that pulled me in.  
So, here are my farewell awards to the newspapers of my life:  
(1) Worst reporting – Ocala Star-Banner, a.k.a The Star Blunder. I 
was in the paper many times while growing up but my name 
was usually misspelled. Same with other members of our family. 
But, you can still google us and read articles about the Hendleys 
from this paper but try spelling “Hendley” a variety of ways.  
(2) Best editorial writer – Larry Guest who wrote for years for 
the Orlando Sentinel – always interesting, routinely funny and 
often insightful.  
(3) Favorite cartoons – My heart wants to say, “Peanuts” 
because it was the cartoon of my childhood, but for certain 
seasons I preferred “Calvin and Hobbes” and “The Far Side.” It 
was not rare for me to read “The Far Side” with total puzzlement 
about why it was “funny” but when it was good, it was very 
good.  

January Memory Verse 

For God gave us a spirit not of  
fear but of power and love and  
self-control. 2 Timothy 1:7 
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Beginning in January 2017, the new ministry called Compass will be offering 

monthly events that are designed to foster a more connected community at  

North Park Church. Our goal is to host monthly gatherings that will cultivate deeper 

community, provide opportunities for specialized teaching and training, and offer 

ways of impacting our community through outreach. See the following section for 

the first of these gatherings coming to a church near you in January 2017. 

Compass 
Welcome to 

A new ministry  

New Ministry Set to Kick-off! By Ben Burkholder 

Progressive Dinner 
Wednesday, January 18, 2017 from 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

Do you enjoy meaningful conversations with others over dinner? Have you ever wanted to be 

more connected with other people from North Park? If you answered “yes” to either of these, then 

we have just the occasion for you, served up by some of your good friends at North Park Church. 

We will be holding a progressive dinner, featuring three luxurious courses of scrumptious food. 

What is more, you get to do this in the company of the friendly people of North Park! 

 

In addition to sharing some tasty food, our evening will also be devoted to introducing Compass, a 

new ministry at North Park Church that seeks to foster contagious Christian community in our 

church body and stimulate us to reach out to our neighboring community. We hope you are able to 

join us for the inaugural event. 

 

What to Bring: Lasagna will be provided as the main course by other grateful volunteers and  

families are asked to bring an appetizer or a dessert based upon their last name. See below: 

 

   Last names A-K:   Bring an Appetizer 

   Last names L-Z:    Bring a Dessert 

 

Childcare will be provided for ages 4 and under. For those children that will be in childcare, please 

feed them before coming. Children 5 and up will participate in the dinner. Further directions will  

be provided at the event. Please sign-up at the Information Counter and see Pastor Ben for  

additional information or email at benburkholder@northparkepc.org. 
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Whether or not they like the movie, most  
Christians can at least identify with the premise 
of the 1991 film The Matrix, with its portrayal of 
reality being something quite different than it  
appears. Beyond the movie’s depiction of a  
normal modern-day existence lies the real  
truth, that all humans are trapped in these nasty 
pod-like thingies that use us as a power source. 
 

Christians likewise understand our world to be 
not the ultimate reality, and the Bible provides 
many examples of this sort of paradoxical  
thinking to try to get us to look beyond the here 
and now. We read that Jesus is a Lion, but He  
is also a Lamb. He is a Lamb, but also our  
Shepherd. He is Alpha and Omega—beginning 
and the end. He tells us the first shall be last, 
and the last shall be first. He also says that  
whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever 
loses his life for Jesus’ sake will find it.  
Head-spinning stuff. 
 

Of course, we can’t apply this too literally. If your 
house is on fire, you don’t smile knowingly and 
call the plumber. You can’t explain to the police 
officer that in the ultimate reality you were NOT 
45 mph over the posted speed limit. I can’t tell  

my wife that I took her to the Bahamas for a  
winter getaway—in my mind—and have her love 
me for it.  
 

Our brains are strange thingamabobs. They can 
create their own Matrix-like realities that vary so 
much from what is true and real that their owners 
wander into all sorts of calamities. The famous 
mathematician John Nash (Russell Crowe’s  
character in A Beautiful Mind) found the need to 
deal with this, and we do too, if we are to walk by 
faith and not by sight.  
 

People who seem to see something different than 
our universally perceived reality are viewed as 
disturbed, frightening or even dangerous to our 
humanistic/scientific world. I wonder what sort of 
psycho-analytical sensationalism Elisha would 
have ginned up in our day because he saw all 
those horses and chariots of fire on the mountain 
(2 Kings 6:17). Then there are all those other 
wild-eyed men of God listed in Hebrews 11 who 
jaunted around with the notion that their ID cards 
listed a different planet as their home residence. 
Imagine that. They should be locked up! Most of 
them were. 
 

One of our children used to sit at the dinner table 
as a toddler and stare out the window up into the 
sky, completely oblivious to all our attempts to 
connect and regain attention. I always wondered  
if that particular child saw something we didn’t, 
and we liked to believe that God, who delights to  
reveal things to babes (Matthew 11:25), was  
having a little happy time with our young one.  
 

And this is how we are to be. Heavenly minded 
enough that our reality is transported to the new 
Jerusalem, the new heavens and the new earth, 
and praising our heavenly Father for revealing the 
promise of the New Reality to us. So hard to do 
with all the trouble and strife afoot in our daily 
lives. But something to strive for; a necessary  
re-focusing for this New Year. And maybe it  
will be a way for me to justify why I keep  
losing my keys. 
 

Are you interested in site improvements for our North Park Church (NPC) campus? We are 
blessed to have a nice setting near beautiful North Park, and it no longer looks like Wal-Mart 
will be built across the street. We are looking to make an assessment of our facility to evaluate 
where best to make improvements and would like your input.  
 
We are forming a Campus Advisory Team (CAT) to advise our new Director of Administration  
& Connection. A short ten minute CAT information meeting will be held on Sunday, January 15 
immediately following the Sunday Service. This meeting will provide men and women who 
might be interested in joining the CAT with some additional background and we will set the 
date of the first CAT meeting in early February. 

4 C a m p u s  A d v i s o ry  T e a m   



 
 
 

 

 
 

Did you Know?  
 

Did you know that David Williams, David Arnold, Lydia Miller and 
Daniel Satariano have recently become confirmed members of our 
church…..that the elders of NPC will be retreating January              
20-21…..that the average price of a ticket for a 2016 World       
Series game at Chicago’s Wrigley Field was $3,870…… that Ben 
Burkholder recently attended the annual conference of the 
Evangelical Theological Society in San Antonio…..that Taylor and 
Kate Brown recently attended a national youth ministry conference  
in Cincinnati…..that 32% of millennials believe more persons were 
killed under G.W. Bush than were killed by Josef Stalin who killed 40 
million or so of his own citizens….that record crowds attended our 
Gingerbread House Construction event in December…..that Paul 
Spangler has been busy replacing batteries and bulbs in our 
emergency lights…..that Steve Karr is doing mucho painting around 
NPC…..that the Federal government spent over $9 billion last year 
paying via Medicare for a single, expensive drug called 
Harvoni….that Stacy Tessaro is a card-carrying member of the 
Mushroom Club of Western PA…..that Josh Kish is director of 
operations for Integrity Well Services and has been sky-diving in 
New Zealand…..that D. Trump got 40% of the vote in Allegheny County, 67% in Butler, and 15% in 
Philadelphia…..that D. Trump’s home in Palm Beach, FL has 58 bedrooms…..that new member David 
Arnold worked for the Trib-Review until it shut down its print edition….that Easter comes late this year – 
April 16….that peanut shells are used to make kitty-litter and fire logs….that the fear of getting peanut 
butter stuck to the roof of your mouth is called Arachibrityraphobia….that those who read the FYI are 
19% less likely to suffer from Arachibrityraphobia than those who don’t? Did you know these things? I 
thought you should.  
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As I sit looking out the window at the winter 
snow, I think about how nice it will be in the 
spring! I have always enjoyed a walk in the 
woods, the music of a babbling brook, and 
campfires. Add that to the joy of being away 
from the everyday chores at home (no  
cooking or cleaning!) and sharing God’s  
Word and worship with friends, I can’t think  
of a more perfect place this side of heaven. 
That’s why I am looking forward to the  
All Church Retreat on May 19-21, 2017.  
If you have never experienced a retreat, I  
encourage you to attend. It is a sweet time  
of relationship building, relaxation, and a  
time to draw close to God. The part I  
don’t like is leaving those mountaintop  
experiences. Laurelville is a beautiful place! 
Please start to prayerfully consider adjusting 
your May calendar so you have an open 
weekend to attend. Registration begins in 
March. We are looking forward to spending 
time with you! 

by Joyce Kish for the All-Church Retreat Team 

All-Church Retreat  
Mark your calendars for the  

Looking for a place to go with that old furniture 

but you just can't bring yourself to throw it 

away? Do you have a mattress that you cannot 

get rid of and don't want to pay to take it to a 

landfill? If so, the Blessing Board is a local    

ministry just for you. They specialize in providing 

household furniture for those in need, but they 

make sure the Gospel is shared with each    

person that receives a piece of their furniture. 

You can assist this ministry simply by donating 

any unwanted furniture that you might have.  

You can drop off donations at their main     

warehouse on 140 Pennsylvania Ave, Oakmont, 

PA 15139 or they can pick a donation up at your 

house for a modest $25. You can find out more 

about the items they accept on their website, 

http://www.blessingboard.org/donate, where you 

can also schedule a pick up at your location. 

Furniture Donations  

                        Wanted! 
by Ben Burkholder 
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Youth Group Schedule for January 2017 

 
“We were created to enjoy the glory of God. But as sinners we fail to treasure Him as we should. Our hearts are full of 
sin and we stand in need of a Savior. This chronological study on redemption explores the incomparable greatness and 
worth of God, the desperate condition of helpless sinners, and the all-sufficient work of Jesus Christ to redeem sinful 
people.” This is how the Children Desiring God website describes the, Jesus, What a Savior! curriculum. This is the 
study that our 5-6 year olds have been working through with Ms. Bonnie George and Ms. Susan O’Leary. As they have 
studied Adam and Eve, Abraham, and the Ten Commandments, they have learned of their need for a Savior. Studying 
God’s creation of the world and the birth of Christ, they have learned of the Savior who came for them and of the God 
who sent him. What important content for these kids to explore! 
 

Many of the stories they have studied are familiar to this group, but each week God has shown up in amazing ways 
showing them new things about the story. Some fun facts about this group of kids: They love to color! Each week they 
engage the story as they color in their workbooks and engage and connect with their teachers as they share about their 
week. They are great helpers! They are all eager to volunteer to help with snack and to pass our papers at the end of 
class. Also, each week one of the kids says the blessing over their snack time. 
 

This is such a great bunch of kids that they are even teaching one of their teachers. Ms. Bonnie George shared with me 
that this class has been teaching her that God’s timing is everything and has inspired her to spend quality time getting to 
know her class. In her words, “Time is short and precious and I want to enjoy all that He has given me to the fullest!” I 
am thanking God for this wonderful class, their desire to know God and wonderful Sunday School teachers that take the 
time to get to know our North Park kids! 

    Sunday School Highlight:  Jesus, What a Savior!      
By Jill Benson 

 

Summer Missions Trip (July 29 – August 4): 
 

This summer we will be taking a team to Providence, Rhode Island through Praying Pelican  
Missions (the organization that ran our trip last year). We chose Providence because it is a  
post-Christian area and only 7% of the population identifies as Protestant. This is a city that  
desperately needs to be shown the love and grace of Jesus Christ. There are a variety of  
ministries we can perform in Providence such as a VBS camp for local children, service  
projects, street evangelism, and much more. Taylor will be leading an informational meeting  
about this trip for parents and students in the middle of January. The date of this meeting will be 
determined very soon. If you are interested in hearing more about this trip, either email Taylor at 
taylorbrown@northparkepc.org or attend the informational meeting in January.  

Winter Retreat (February 24 – 26):  
 

Our youth group will be attending the  
EPIC Winter Retreat, which is run by  
the Presbytery of the Alleghenies. Many 
other youth groups from EPC churches 
in our region will be participating in this 
weekend. This retreat will include  
worship, great speakers, breakout  
sessions, a dodge ball tournament, and 
much more. This retreat is open to all of 
our students (6th – 12th grade). The cost 
of the trip is $95. Please contact Taylor 
at taylorbrown@northparkepc.org if your 
student wants to sign-up for this amazing 
weekend of fellowship and fun.  

 

January 1 - No Youth Group due to the holidays.   

January 8 (6:30-8:30 p.m.)  – First Youth Group of 2017!  

January 11
 
(7:00-8:30 p.m.) – High School Small Groups  

January 15
 
(6:30-8:30 p.m.) – Youth Group 

January 22 (6:30-8:30 p.m.) – Youth Group  

January 25
 
(7:00-8:30 p.m.) – High School Small Groups 

January 29
 
(6:30-8:30 p.m.) – Youth Group  
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NPC Family of the Month 

Our first family of the New Year is the McKinneys! 
We have Grant, Deborah, Miles, Claire and Hazel! 
This young family lives in Gibsonia now, though not 
natively from the area. Grant grew up in Philadelphia 
and Deborah in Frankfort, Ohio. Grant is a math 
teacher at Hampton High School and Deborah  
teaches at home. She was the assistant youth  
director at our church up until 2008. Grant and Deb 
met at Grove City College, working together in two 
campus ministries. They dated during Deborah’s  
senior year and after when she moved to work in 
Pittsburgh while Grant finished up his student  
teaching during his senior year. They would meet  
at a nice “halfway point” to see each other every  
Sunday - North Park Church! In fact, they were  
engaged right in North Park (the park, not the 
church!) on a cold day in February of 2004, so the 
first to hear their big news were their Sunday School 
classmates! (Their class was on marriage of all 
things!) The McKinneys married in October of that 
same year and have been here ever since! 
 

Let’s learn a little about the younger McKinneys, 
starting with the littlest - Hazel who is five years old. 
This little lady enjoys “being crazy,” and doing school 
work (just like EVERY teacher’s child does). She  
also enjoys climbing trees and playing dress-up. 
Sounds like a fun girl! Claire is in the middle at age 
seven. Claire likes math and drawing, making food 
and being the “assistant-mom”. The oldest of the  
McKinney kids is nine-year-old Miles. Miles loves to 
read, do schoolwork, build with Legos and play with 
his sisters. What a great group of kids! Also in this 
fun family are some chickens, the family pets.   
 

Grant and Deborah are deeply involved in ministry  
at North Park Church. They both are blessed to  
enjoy Precepts on Sunday nights. Deborah has been 
working in student ministry for several years and 

Grant teaches middle school Sunday School in  
addition to serving as an Elder and head of our  
personnel committee. They both have “a heart for 
students and seeing the next generation grow in  
their faith to impact the world around them.” The 
McKinneys also facilitate a care group that includes 

the Stites, Miller, Munger and Dupee families.   
Of their care group, they say, “It has been a     
great blessing over the past four years with  
these families. Some of the most meaningful times  
have been around meals while we fellowship and 
corral children. We have worshipped and cried  
together and I consider it pure joy to be with them 
in community. We are currently going through a 
DVD series on the book How We Love. 
 

I hope you enjoyed learning a little about this great 
family, the McKinneys. Please pray for them when 
you think of them, especially for wisdom in family 
matters. Pray, too, for Grant to be a good witness 
as a public school teacher and to have a more  
intimate relationship with Deborah as he becomes 
more self-aware and humble with how he views 
himself. In addition to I Corinthians 1:9, Psalm 23, 
and Galatians 1:10 here’s another favorite scripture 
verse of the family: 
 
“He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And 
what does the Lord require of you? To act justly 
and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your 
God.”  Micah 6:8 

By Kelly Laird 

The McKinney Family 



If you would like your name included on the birthday/anniversary list (in each month’s FYI), please make sure you have 
filled out a card with your family’s information. These are available at the Information Counter.  Human error does occur, 

so please let us know if we misprint your information. 

    January 5   Daniel & Beth Fox  

    January 8  Jeff & Lauren Fowler 

    January 23   Philip & Carla Rooke 

anniversaries 

January 1  Sally Hilderhoff   January 14   Mike Stitt 
January 1  Julianna Kish   January 14  Haley Dzadovsky 
January 2  James Yoder   January 15  Kim Zaiser 
January 3  Brandon Gilbert   January 16  Jonathan Laird 
January 5  Pam Miller    January 16  Janet Lochner 
January 6  Christopher Gingrich  January 17  Virginia Cooper 
January 6  Mushira Mikhael   January 18  Alana Stites 
January 7  Hunter McGlothlin  January 20  Colin Bright 
January 7  Susan Meeneghan  January 22  Scott Barber 
January 7  Rob O’Brien   January 22  Lucy Fischer 
January 9  Ruth Lengel   January 22  Amelia Gilbert 
January 10  Joyce Wanninger   January 24  Chris Wu 
January 11  Suzanne Lish   January 24  Rosemary Craft 
January 12  Brandon McGlothlin  January 27  Jeff Longmore 
January 12  Lisa Arnold    January 27  Anna Fox 
January 12  Kim Mycyk    January 27  Nick Carey 
January 13  Evan Miller    January 27  Will Fowler 
January 13  Benjamin Osmond  January 28  Dawson Haytock 
   


