
June Memory Verse:
 

You make known to me the path of life;
in Your presence there is fullness of joy;

at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

– Psalm 16:11
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PASTOR'S CORNER  BY DAN HENDLEY

Every now and then I want to put in a plug for podcasts that are blessing me and 
may bless you as well. The Burkholders just introduced me to a new one I like called 
The Art of Relationships. I have recently added to my list Warren Smith’s Listening
In, which features interviews with people of interest, mostly believers. My old 
standards include The World and Everything In It, The Briefing, The Dennis 
Prager Show, From the MLJ Archives (sermons by D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones), and 
The Eric Metaxas Show. Only The Briefing gets a complete listen. The others I 
pick and choose depending on subject matter. 

Recently, I heard an interview by Metaxas that I really like. It was with a synthetic organic chemist, 
specializing in nanotechnology, named James Tour. The interview was aired in three parts and may be 
heard at www.metaxastalk.com. Look for podcast dates March 26, April 3, and April 12. Tour offers a 
thrilling testimony of the grace of Jesus in his life and a powerful refutation of claims made by 
non-theistic scientists who make illogical claims about life coming from non-living chemicals. 

Another favorite guest Eric has on is a writer named David Bahnsen. David is the son of a former 
seminary professor and author Greg Bahnsen. Check out his interview on April 20.
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Did you know that DANIEL ASHER HOOVER was born to Ryan and Nicole on 
May 10....that RILEY LAYDEN was born to Jeff and Kayleigh on May 12
....that a single mother cat gave birth to 420 kittens....that JOSH and 
JULIANNA KISH just purchased a new home and are expecting their first 
child in the Fall....that JESSICA MATTSON has graduated from Grove 
City, has married BRYAN THOMAS, and has won a prestigious Fullbright 
Teaching Fellowship to teach in Ecuador after spending the summer in 

Maine....that in 1914 the national tax rate was a flat rate of 1%.... 

that MARGE STAUFFER'S son RICK is moving to Sharon, PA where he will 
be the new pastor at Covenant EPC ....that DUNCAN HOPKINS has moved 
to Montana....that BROOKE and GAYLA HOPKINS just spent a week in 
England with the family of first-born Peter....that "pachyderm" means 

"tough skin" in Greek....that SPENCER MITCHELL, ELIAS BOLIBRUCK, 
MIA WICKARD, and ANYA WICKARD have all just become confirmed 
members of our church....that BEN OSMOND just graduated from Pitt....
that it takes 18 hummingbirds to amount to one ounce....that CHARLY and 
HELGA KLENK have purchased a lot in Adams Twp and are designing their 
new home....that OLIVIA BUIRGE has graduated from Grove City and is 
seeking a teaching position....that only seven women have ever made the 

FBI 10 Most Wanted list....that new Secretary of State, MIKE POMPEO 
is a member of an EPC congregation in Kansas....that DAN HENDLEY is 
attending the EPC General Assembly in Memphis June 20-22....that JEN 
BURKHOLDER now leads an EPC committee on Next Gen Ministries....that 
NYC has 570 miles of shoreline....that MANUP PITTSBURGH is June 9 at 
Victory Family Church (see manupPittsburgh.org)....that June 10 is Grad 

Sunday at NPC.... that JONATHAN SHIRK will preach at NPC June 3....
that the heart of a mouse is smaller than an M&M....that those who read 

the FYI have 11% larger hearts than those who do not?

Did you know these things? I thought you should.... 

Did You Know?
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UPCOMING 
COMPASS EVENTS:

Pig Roast: Wednesday, July 11

Picnic in the Park: Sunday, August 12

Want a chance to show your daughters 
how to build a fire, cook food the old 

fashioned way, or set up a tent?  

Come join us on the Father-Daughter  
Camping trip at Ohiopyle State Park on  

Friday, June 15 – Sunday, June 17. This will  
be a great time of  bonding with other fathers,  

a time filled with fun outdoor activities.  
Cost is $30. 

Sign up at the Information Counter 
in the lobby. If  you have questions, 

contact Dawson Haytock  
at dhaytock@gmail.com.

Father-Daughter 
Camping Trip

Lebanon Here We Come!
By: Ben Burkholder

From June 24 to July 2, we will be sending a 
short-term missions team comprised of Grant 
and Deborah McKinney, Diana Rush, and Ben 
Burkholder to Lebanon. We would like to request 
your prayers during this time.

This is a vision trip for the purpose of exploring 
how the Lord might be calling North Park Church 
to be engaged in Lebanon going forward. We will 
be visiting one of our missionary families, Robert 
and Joyce Hamd, and evaluating how we might 
be a part of expanding their ministry throughout 
Lebanon. As you are likely aware, the Syrian 
refugee crisis is one of international scope, but it 
also presents a prime opportunity for the kingdom 
of God. Pray that God would show us what He is 
doing in Lebanon, give us direction for how to be 
invested in these ministries going forward, and 
how North Park can best position itself to impact 
the world for Christ.  

We look forward to telling you about it later!



Don't Forget 
     to Log out

to hit it with the hammer to get‘er going again. Then there’s our car; so many sensors, we have to be careful 
what we say and think when we’re driving (cue the spooky music).

The computer age has indeed forced us to live and think differently. Via the internet, we all have myriad 
accounts for social media, shopping, finance, and fun, with innumerable IDs and un-memorize-able 
passwords. Even here, at NPC, our church copier is cybernated. Once I accidentally typed my account 
number at the wrong place, and it started printing several thousand copies of my staff report. Can’t use those 
extras anywhere, anyhow…

I’m pretty much ok with logging into accounts, mainly because my smart computer with all its memory can 
recall those passwords. However, logging out is another matter, one I often forget. My Mac won’t update 
its software until I log out of all my open programs, and it has the audacity to make me go through and 
save everything first. Logging out of accounts, especially when your finances are involved, is an important 
security measure to take because of all those hackers out there. Log out of your bank’s website and close your 
browser, or else you’ll find that your house is in foreclosure by the time you get home from work.

So, this all got me thinking…isn’t there a related Bible verse? What, you say? The Bible doesn’t mention 
computers? Ok, wiseacre, what about when Eve’s “Apple” was a part of the greatest “crash” in human 
history? A stretch; sorry for that. But wait; check out Matthew 7:4-5: “…How can you say to your brother, 
‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when there is the log in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the 
log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye.” See, right 
there. Log in, log out. Okay, I know, it means something else. But just like, with this computer age, we are 
commanded to log out. And I think we all know why—it has to do with security. Eternal security. 

We tend to have 20/20 vision when it comes to seeing the areas of improvement that others need to make, 
but we are completely blind to the damage caused by the big telephone pole swinging around every time 
we turn our heads. This log, caused by the “virus” called sin, which infects all of us, is only remedied by 
confession to, and forgiveness from, our Lord God, through the cleansing grace offered in the sacrifice of 
His son Jesus Christ. And there we are, all re-booted and reset. Clean and ready to restart.

On my computer, I log out by using the keystrokes Shift-Command-Q. I like to think the Q stands for Quench; 
and logging out always reminds me to repent, and shift command of my life to God; who has quenched the law’s 
loud thunder. Let us (all!) love and sing, and wonder!!
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BY BROOKE
HOPKINS

Isn’t it amazing how virtually everything is computerized nowadays? 
Our family needs a new water softener; we’ve seen options that are 
remotely programmable, from the convenience of your home, so no trips 
to the garage. And, our washing machine is on the fritz; there are three 
different ways to reset it and/or find the error codes. But, there’s no place



Stephen Ministry Update

If you are reading this article that means that you can pray for our LAST training class for 
our Stephen Ministers – YEA! It has been a long 4 months, but we have learned together and 
grown together in brotherly/sisterly love for one another. Our brains are in overload but the 
tools we have learned are priceless in dealing with those hurting in and out of the church.  

We are asking for your continued prayer support as we make the next step  
in the implementation of this ministry.

Prayer requests are:
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• Praise for God’s provision during this training time and the “soft gentle voice” of our 
Lord that was always guiding us through this process

• For the Stephen Leaders to honor God first in all they do for this ministry and have 
a humble and willing spirit to serve our Lord

• Successful scheduling of our bi-monthly Peer Supervision group meetings

• Care Receiver awareness – that people will now step forward requesting the need for 
care and a desire to have a Stephen Minister assigned to them to walk alongside 

• Mark Sharpnack as he steps into the Referral Coordinator position. He will be 
connecting the care receiver with a Stephen Minister

• For a time of refreshing for all the Stephen Leaders at the close of training and for 
fresh ideas for the continuing education of the group

• For the next group of Stephen Ministers and Stephen Leaders to come forward with 
a desire to serve in the ministry

A special thank you for all of you who 
committed to and are continuing to pray for 

this ministry as we go forth to honor God and 
serve our faith family. We love you.

BY DENISE VELARDE



MUGS & MUFFINS

P
Do you ever wish that you could know what it’s like to be a woman after God’s own heart?  
I think that there is a way in which you can!  

God, in His abundant mercy and grace, has given us the precious gift of His word. And, in His 
word, we find truth. We find the truth of who we are and how we came to be, but we can find 
even more than that. In fact, Proverbs 4:21-22 says, “Don't ever forget my words; keep them 
always in mind. They are the key to life for those who find them; they bring health to the whole 
body.” Wow! What a tremendous promise! God’s word provides us with the key to life!

Right in the middle of God’s word, we find the book of Psalms. Matthew Henry says about this 
book, “We have now before us one of the choicest parts of the Old Testament, wherein there 
is so much of Christ and His gospel, as well as of God and His law, that it has been called the 
summary of both Testaments.”

Many of these Psalms are credited to King David, the one Paul called, “a man after God’s own 
heart.” And, here, in the book of Psalms, as R.C. Sproul once claimed, we get to “eavesdrop on 
a saint having a personal conversation with God.”  

So, let’s go straight to the source and “revolutionize our devotional life, our family patterns, 
and the fellowship and witness of the church” (Willem VanGemeren) because, “in the Psalms, 
we have a collection of 150 prayers that were inspired originally by the Holy Ghost. And if you 
want to know how God is pleased and honored in prayer, why not immerse yourself in the 
prayers that He Himself has inspired?” (R.C. Sproul)

This is what we will be doing on Wednesday mornings throughout the summer at Mugs 
and Muffins. We will plunge into Psalms of lament, thanksgiving and hymns, and we will 
eavesdrop on saints having intimate conversations with our Abba Father in hopes of coming 
closer to attaining that title—“a woman after God’s own heart.”

You are invited to join us in this holy endeavor! We will meet in Room 111 each 
Wednesday from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., beginning June 27 and continuing 
through August 8 (EXCEPT for July 4). Each week, we will focus on a different Psalm,  
so join us when you can. We know many are in and out throughout the summer!  
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Mugs & Muffins
2018 Psalms

BY AMBER STITES



Family of the Month
Smalley

BY KELLY LAIRD

FAMILY OF THE MONTH

It’s June and time for a new family of the month. This 
month, we celebrate the Smalley family - Jeff, Kristen, 
Will, Ben and Natalie. This fun group, including 
their Boxer, Charlie, lives in the Franklin Park area. 
They are heavily involved in the athletics side of 
North Allegheny school district, where Jeff works 
and coaches. Let’s take some time to get to know the 
Smalleys!  

We’ll mix it up this month and go completely out of 
order. Let’s start with Ben, who turns ten this month. 
Ben enjoys playing sports and reading. He plays the 
viola and teaches himself tunes on the piano. Ben, 
according to Mom, is by far the best dancer in the 
family and a lover of gemstones. Next up is mom, 
Kristen. Originally from Fairview, PA, near Erie, 
Kristen is a stay-at-home mom who works part-time 
at Blackburn Study Center teaching literature and 
history. This likable lady can be found running the 
house and playing chauffeur throughout the week.

Natalie is next, at seven years of age. After being 
dragged, ahem, I mean, brought to her brothers’ 
countless games, Natalie is finally getting to play her 
own sports now and loving it. Natalie wants to be a 
vet, artist, singer, and mommy when she grows up. It 
should be interesting to watch her grow and see what 
she settles on! Will is the fourth Smalley we’ll focus 
on this month. Will is thirteen and enjoys playing 
sports ( Jeff coached him in three sports this school 
year) and going to their family camp. Will is an avid 
reader and has been interested in attending the US 
Naval Academy since he was in Kindergarten. Last, 
but certainly not least, is Jeff. This transplant from 

Lockhaven, PA, is a guidance counselor at Marshall 
Middle School, now in his sixteenth year. Jeff enjoys 
exercising and spending time with God before work. 
During the school day he can be found talking with 
students in the hallways between classes and playing 
Bruce Springsteen over the loudspeaker. After school 
you can find Jeff on some type of athletic field as he 
coaches football, basketball, and baseball.  

There really is SO much more to this lively family. 
Maybe I should start expanding to two pages!?! So, 
if you run into a Smalley, choose from the following 
instant conversation starters - *Grove City’s historic 
win over W&J that Jeff was part of… *VBS.... *2000, 
the year Jeff & Kristen were married… *Good News 
Club…. *Haiti and the Pittsburgh Kids Foundation… 
*Philippians 2:14… *their former care group and the 
adoption process. Thanks Smalleys! 
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VBS 2018 
JUNE 18 - 22

Cover VBS in Prayer
By Jill Benson

VBS month is here! June 18-22 our church will be filled with over 100 campers, ready to spend their 
days learning about Jesus. Here are a couple final ways you can help us in the coming weeks:

 • Join our decorating team! All you have to do is show up and help decorate. We’ll need help Saturday,  
   June 16. Email Jill at jillbenson@northparkepc.org if you’re interested in helping. 
 
 • Bring in snack donations. Any non-perishable items should be dropped off at the VBS table by the 
    Sunday before VBS. Contact Kim Haytock at khaytock@yahoo.com to coordinate delivery of 
    perishable items.
 
 • Pray! There are so many ways you can cover VBS in prayer. Here are just a few to get you started:

Pray for:
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So much planning and prep-work goes into this week. Pray that God would use all of that work to bring 
these kids into a relationship with Him. Pray that our campers would truly understand that all the 
promises of God find their, “Yes,” in Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 1:20, our camp memory verse).

The VBS Directors: Jill Benson is the Camp Director, Kim Mycyk is the Senior Camp Director and 
Kelly Stitt is the Junior Camp Director. Pray for strength and moments of rest for these committed 
individuals during this extremely busy time. 

Our VBS Counselors and Aides: We have 10 head counselors and 10 aides helping with Senior Camp, 
and 6 head counselors and 12 aides helping with Junior Camp. Pray that these volunteers would model 
Christ to our campers—that they would be filled with joy, patience, and love for their squads.

Our VBS Volunteers: Pray that our Bible teachers would be empowered to speak words of truth and 
would point our campers to Christ. Pray that our recreation leaders would have endless amounts of 
energy. And that our craft leaders would point the children to Christ through their creativity. Pray that all 
of our volunteers would help these children grow closer to God.

The Logistics of VBS: That all the behind the scenes details would fall into place so that camp would run 
smoothly. Pray for the work crew and for Grant McKinney, who will lead the work crew, as they spend a 
busy week doing all the set up and tear down work for our VBS activities.

The Safety of our Campers: Pray that sign in and sign out would go smoothly. Pray for no injuries  
or illnesses.

For all the promises of God find their Yes in Jesus.
-2 Corinthians 1:20
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NPC SESSION REPORT
These first four months of 2018, your elders have been happy 
to be able to focus on the future of our life and ministry as a 
church. Three things, among others, have been addressed in 
our meetings.

1. Future leadership – in addition to approving officer 
nominees, we have prayerfully assessed and discussed whom 
the Lord may be raising up among us as future leaders and 
how they can be developed.

2. Campus needs – along with our terrific deacons, we are 
trying to prioritize and plan for the future needs of our grounds 
and facilities. We have major problems regarding drainage and 
the upper parking lot which we are addressing.

3. Summer ministry – we were pleased to add a couple of 
men as short-term employees of our church. Steve Benson 
accepted our invitation to conduct college-aged ministry 
this summer and Jon Van Kirk will assist Taylor as a student 
ministry intern. 

That’s right! This summer, we are hosting two separate teams of Praying Pelicans Missionaries. For 
the past several summers, the youth group has been doing missions trips to other parts of the U.S. 
with this same organization where they stay with local churches and do ministry in the area. This 
summer, we are going to be a host church for Praying Pelicans as they do ministry in the Pittsburgh 
area, like serving with Kids Meal Network, promoting New Hope Church’s VBS, and doing projects 
for ministries and those in need.  

This provides two ways to get involved for us as a church. First, people who would like to volunteer 
and work alongside these teams, even if just for a morning or afternoon, can do so. Connect with 
Pastor Ben or Taylor Brown if you’re interested.  Second, you can be involved by providing a meal for 
them. This would include purchasing the food (you’ll be reimbursed), cooking it, and delivering it 
to the church. You can even join them if you wish for dinner! If it’s a bigger job than you’re used to, 
grab a few friends or your care group and join forces.  

The first group, a group of about a dozen, will be staying at our church from June 23-29. The second 
group, close to 40 people, will be staying here from July 7-13. If you would like to help out with the 
meals, please, see the sign up sheet in the lobby.

THE PELICANS 
ARE COMING!

PRAYING PELICANS
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Youth Group Schedule for June
NO Youth Group 

Graduation Sunday  
Come celebrate our  
graduating seniors as they  
are honored during the  
Sunday morning service. 

6:30 - 8:30 P.M.
Summer Sunday #1
Rich and Sue Timmer's house
9401 Venango Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15237

11:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.
Summer Bible Study
Jeff and Ellen Longjohn's 
house. Join us as we will be 
studying God's Word,  
playing games, and  
hanging out together.
112 Buehner Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15237

NO Youth Group
Due to Father's Day

    14

   

   17

6:30 - 8:30 P.M.
Summer Sunday #2
North Park Church  

11:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.
Summer Bible Study
Jeff and Ellen Longjohn's 
house. 112 Buehner Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15237

    24

28
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Congrats to our 
Graduating seniors

Eden Christian Academy 
 Alex Gelb - Wheaton College for Actuarial Science
 Cameron Wilkin - Pennsylvania State University for Food Science 

Hampton 
 Rachel Mattson - University of Georgia for Biochemistry

Homeschool
 Scott Giebel - Slippery Rock University for Park and Resource Management
 Tirzah Hopkins - Working for Praying Pelican Missions

North Allegheny
 Sam Buirge - Grove City College for Mechanical Engineering
 Ryan Earle - University of Pittsburgh for Chemical Engineering
 Anna Fox - CCAC with the goal of teaching ballet
 Jon Van Kirk - Grove City College for Biblical & Religious Studies

North Hills 
 Drew Longjohn - Grove City College for Biology
 Connor Milavec - Southeastern University for Sports Marketing




