
July Memory Verse:
 

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

– Romans 3:23
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PASTOR'S CORNER  BY DAN HENDLEY

By the time this is published I will have completed my written dissertation which is the next-to-last 
element of my doctoral program with Reformed Theological Seminary. For this I am very grateful 
and relieved. I began this program in early 2011, attending eight classes, with much reading and 
homework. After that I have been working on the dissertation part exclusively for a couple of years, 
utilizing my two weeks of study leave annually for this purpose. Still before me lies an oral defense of 
my work which will happen before a team of professors. I know neither when nor where that will occur 
but anticipate it happening before 2019. 
    
The work I have done is on the selection of leaders for God’s people. It starts with a Biblical study 
of how God and His people chose and established leaders in the Old Testament, then the New 
Testament. From there I look at the early church, post apostles, at the rise of the position of pastor as 
we know it and how pastors were selected. Then the same study was done for the early Reformation 
churches in Europe between 1550 and 1700. The final portions relate more specifically to the selection 
of pastors for local churches in contemporary USA and especially within Presbyterianism. I have 
written a guidebook for elders in churches looking for a pastor and another for search committee 
members who are engaged in such a search. These I hope to market in some way and disseminate to 
conservative Presbyterian bodies in a pastor-search mode. 
   
Calling me Dr. Dan would be premature, but I will let you know when it is official and I am done-done. 
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Did you know that WESLEY JOHN LUKAS was born to RICH & KIRSTIN on 
June 18....that NICK CAREY won the Penn Mutual “Life of Significance” 
Award for 2018 as a rugby player devoted to helping others and was written 

up in the Post-Gazette....that Nick’s sister, RACHAEL CAREY, just 
became a confirmed member of our church as did her fiancé NICK PIETT 
as well as JONATHAN & CHLOE HAVENER....that New York City has 570 
miles of shoreline....that we are once again looking for a part-time 

communications designer....that BEN BURKHOLDER just climbed Half-Dome 
in Yosemite with his brother....that TODD MURPHY recently went hiking 
and camping with his brother in Zion National Park....that the word prince 

becomes plural when you add an S and singular again when you add another 

S....that ANNIE DUPEE has graduated from Grove City and is starting a 
new job at Wesley Family Services in Wilkinsburg....that JON VAN KIRK 
and DREW LONGJOHN will be roommates at Grove City in the Fall....that 
among army ants the “general” is always female....that RACHEL MATTSON 
is working in Florida for the summer and heading to the University of 

Georgia in the Fall....that AMBER STITES, JESS O’BRIEN, ALISON 
SANDERS and BETH HENDLEY attended the Gospel Coalition’s Women's 
Conference in Indianapolis in June....that 73% of the fresh water in the 

world is in Canada....that DOUG MALCOLM’S book, Virginia Valley, 
is now available on Audible....that new member GERRY RICHARDSON is 
heading up the installation of a handicapped-accessible bathroom in our 

Blue Room in July....that the Titanic cost $3 million to build while the 

movie cost $100 million....that JOAN CASTILLO’S daughter ISABELLA 
has graduated from Lincoln Park Performing Arts School and is headed to 

Ohio Wesleyan....that bullfrogs close their eyes when they jump....that 

those who read the FYI are 14% less likely to close their eyes when they 

jump than those who do not. 

Did you know these things? I thought you should. 

Did You Know?
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By: Ben Burkholder

Pig Roast
            and 

Movie Night
A pig roast is coming to a church near you on 
Wednesday, July 11 at 6:00 p.m.! If you have been 
looking for a less intimidating event to invite 
your “From One to One” person to, this is it! This 
will be a casual atmosphere with games, good 
food, and a family friendly movie. We will begin 
cooking the hog early that morning and will also 
have steamed corn to go with it. Since we expect 
a large number of visitors as well, we are asking 
North Park families to bring a side, salad, or 
dessert capable of feeding 12 people
 (A-L: side or salad; M-Z: dessert).  

In addition to the food and games, we will also 
be showing the movie Wonder from 7:30-9:30 
p.m. If you have questions about content or age 
appropriateness, feel free to contact Pastor Ben 
at benburkholder@northparkepc.org.

Finally, with sadness, I also want to let you know 
that this will replace the annual Chili Cook Off 
that we’ve been doing for a number of years. 
Thus, if you’ve usually invited your friends to the 
Chili Cook Off in the past, invite them for our hog 
roast. We’d love to have them join us.

Sign up in the lobby and grab some invite cards 
to share with your friends at work. We look 
forward to seeing you there!

& 

American Pies
One of our very own, Lisa Andersen-
Umaña is once again hosting a fun 
event with gourmet coffee and pies. 
Come hear how God continues to be at 
work in her ministry as she coordinates 
and oversees Christian camps in Latin 
America and has been doing so for 35 
years. Did I say there would be good 
food present too? You won't want to 
miss hearing about what is happening 
in Latin America.

The event will be on Monday, July 
30 from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. In the past 
North Park has been privileged to host 
this event. However, this year, it will 
be held at Memorial Park Church's 
Fellowship Hall, 8800 Peebles 
Road, Allison Park, PA 15101. 

Please, RSVP to capacitacion@ccial.org 
by July 15 if you plan to attend.  



2018 NPC Volunteer 
Painting Project

2018 will mark the fourth consecutive year that volunteer painting projects have been 
implemented to improve the exterior appearance of our original building, which NPC 
purchased in 1983. This year our volunteer team will tackle the north side of the 
building, the concrete block wall that faces the sanctuary lobby and is visible from the 
lobby window. The work efforts will be coordinated and led by our Deacon Building 
and Grounds team.

Weather permitting, the work is scheduled for Saturday, July 21. Rain dates will be 
July 28 and August 4. Lunch will be served, and all materials will be provided. The 
power washing, crack sealing, and other prep-work will have been done in advance. To 
promote safety, the steep grassy slopes at the base of the wall will have been regraded 
to provide a ledge to work from. 

We will need 7 to 9 painting volunteers. This year ladders are not required and 
therefore all volunteers will keep their feet on the ground. The work will be done 
with brushes, rollers, and extension handles. 

If you are interested in helping, a signup sheet is located on the Information Counter 
along with an information handout that provides details on the needed scope of 
volunteer services. Please talk with Terry Meeneghan in the lobby, send him an 
email at meeneghantj@gmail.com, or give him a call at (724) 612-1364 if you have 
any questions.
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Family of the Month
Murphy

BY KELLY LAIRD

FAMILY OF THE MONTH

It’s summer and school’s out! But soon enough, our 
highlighted family will be gearing up to get ready for 
another year, since two of them are teachers! Say hello 
to the Murphy family - Todd, Holly, Kayla, & Ryan!

School has been an integral part of the Murphy’s lives. 
Todd, who teaches second grade in the Pine-Richland 
school district, met Holly, who also teaches elementary 
school but in the North Hills school district, at 
Richland Elementary. These two have a great passion 
for teaching and working with children. Currently 
Holly is enjoying maternity leave. When she returns, 
she will be starting a new role - elementary Reading 
Specialist. The Murphys just celebrated ten years of 
marriage last month!  

However, there is so much more to this couple than 
lesson plans and the topic of education. Todd grew 
up in Bethel Park and attended the University of 
Pittsburgh.  Holly grew up in Rochester, New York 
and attended Grove City College. After looking 
around for a little while, once they found NPC, they 
knew immediately that this was where they wanted 
to be. Everyone was so friendly, and they loved the 
thought of their future kids growing up in this church 
body.  

Speaking of kids, let’s talk about the little Murphys. 
Kayla Grace is three and a half years old and just 
finished her first year at Memorial Park Preschool 
and loved every minute of it!  Ryan just turned one 
this summer. The kids have a pet fish named, “Nemo.” 
The Murphy family is part of a care group with the 
Bolibrucks, Sanders, Fowlers, and McGlothlins. They 
have also been part of another group earlier in their 
time at NPC. They say, “We have developed such great 
friendships and are so blessed to be a part of it.  It 

is wonderful having consistent fellowship with other 
Christians, friends, and peers who are in the same stage 
of life and navigating all of life’s ups and downs.”

Holly and Todd also have a passion for Outreach and 
sharing their faith, serving on the Outreach Team 
with Bruce Allison for years. Todd now serves on the 
Compass Team and Outreach Team. Holly serves as 
emcee and volunteers in the nursery. She has enjoyed 
being a part of MOMS Group this year while on 
maternity leave. She also enjoys participating in Mugs 
and Muffins throughout the year and other Women’s 
Ministry Events. 

One last word about the Murphys - they have a favorite 
saying. “Happiness depends on happenings, but joy 
depends on Christ!”  We hope that you have been 
encouraged by reading about this joyful family!
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VBS 2018 
Splash Canyon

By Jill Benson

We had the pleasure of sharing the gospel with 125 campers at VBS this year. Our VBS camp verse 
(see above) is a good summary of what our campers learned. We talked about all the ways God says 
yes to us, as we learned about Moses, Joshua, Naaman, Paul and Jesus. Here are the main points from 
each day:
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• Monday: God is with us.
• Tuesday: God gives us eternal life.
• Wednesday: God is faithful.
• Thursday: God gives hope.
• Friday: Jesus is our Savior!

For all the promises of God find their Yes in Jesus.
-2 Corinthians 1:20

Campers learned that on life’s wild ride, Jesus is by our side. Because God fulfills His promises 
through Christ, we’re able to call upon Jesus as our Savior in all the difficult moments of life.

Our campers also had a chance to show the love of Christ to others through our Camp Mission. 
Campers brought in money to donate to Healing Haiti for their water truck delivery with Cité 
Soleil. We started the week with the goal to raise enough money for 80 water trucks, but we hit 
that goal by Tuesday so we had to keep raising our goal. By the end of the week we had collected 
enough for 574 water trucks!

All of this was made possible by a team of volunteers to which we want to extend a HUGE 
THANK YOU! It takes close to 100 volunteers for VBS to run smoothly. I don’t have the space to 
list them all here, but I do want to especially thank our VBS Junior and Senior Camp Directors, 
Kelly Stitt and Kim Mycyk. These women put in so many hours pouring over the details of VBS 
to make sure everything ran smoothly. We couldn’t do VBS without them and are so grateful for 
all of their work. We were also blessed to have Grant McKinney run our work crew again this year. 
Without Grant and the work crew we wouldn’t have any of the supplies we needed throughout 
the week so we’re very grateful for him and his team of helpers. Finally, thank you to the whole 
congregation for your support with prayer, donations and inviting your friends. 
Campers heard the gospel because of your help! Thank you all so much!
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FROM ONE TO ONE
Handling Difficult Questions about Your faith

By: Ben Burkholder

If you've courageously asked your "From One to 
One" person about his or her faith, you might have 
heard some reasons for why he or she believes 
differently from you.  Perhaps you're wondering 
about how you would explain why you believe what 
you believe. If you have faced a question already 
or perhaps anticipate one and you would like some 
guidance, come join us July 8 immediately after the 
service in Room 112 (11:00-11:45 a.m.). 

We will have personalized coaching available 
to help you navigate some of the concerns and 
difficult questions that you either have or most 
likely will encounter as you faithfully engage the 
people for whom you've been praying. We hope to 
see you there! 

Questions? Email Pastor Ben at 
benburkholder@northparkepc.org.

MISSIONARY 
PRAYER NIGHT

BY: BEN BURKHOLDER

At North Park Church, our mission is to impact the world in word and 
deed. One of the ways we do that is through supporting missionaries 
that are actively involved in seeing people both near and far impacted 
by the Gospel. While our missionaries definitely need financial resources 
to do their work, I have often found that they are even more desirous of 
fervent prayer on their behalf.

On Tuesday, July 31 from 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. we are going to be 
gathering together to intercede on behalf of the work that our 
missionaries are doing. Please, come join us in Room 112 as we go to 
work on our knees for the sake of the kingdom.

PRAYER TIME
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Youth Group Schedule for July
6:30 - 8:30 P.M.
Summer Sunday #3
North Park Church 

11:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.
Summer Bible Study
Jeff & Ellen Longjohn's house
112 Buehner Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

6:30 - 8:30 P.M.
Summer Sunday #4
Steve & Jill Benson's house 
2443 Linden Drive
Allison Park, PA 15101

11:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.
Summer Bible Study

Through July 20
Missions Trip to 
Rainelle, WV

NO Summer Sunday
Due to the Missions Trip

6:30 - 8:30 P.M.
Summer Sunday #5
Jeff & Barb Buirge's house 
395 Sunset Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15237

    12

14

15             

22

11:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.
Summer Bible Study

6:30 - 8:30 P.M.
Summer Sunday #6
Ross & Christie Wilkin's house 
823 Wellington Drive
Seven Fields, PA 16046

   26

29
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The intermittent rain didn’t put a damper on the All Church Retreat. We 
had a little foretaste of heaven with the worship (thank you Nicole and 
Adam Bright and Susann and David Pinkerton), fellowship, and challenging 
teaching from Chris White from Gateway Church. The small group time was 
especially engaging while the children had a lesson about “Fishers of Men” 
with Rachel Sharpnack. It didn’t matter that we walked through puddles, 
dodged raindrops and felt some breeze. We marveled at God’s creation from 
beautiful wildflowers to frogs while hiking on the trails. The testimonies 
from Laura Daly and Dan Sherwin inspired us to share our faith. We had some 
fun relay races (thanks Dan Sherwin and Dick and Sandy Skillen). To top off 
the day with a campfire with s’mores was a perfect ending (thank you Joe 
and Joyce Wanninger). Thank you to everyone who helped make the retreat 
a success including all those caring for the children and registration (thanks 
Norma Lamperski). It was a blast!

A FORETASTE OF HEAVEN
BY: JOYCE KISH

UPDATES & SCHEDULES




