
Worship Connect ImpactVolume 139 - December 2018

For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
Philippians 1:21 (ESV)
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Did You Know

— Dan Hendley

Did you know that Joan Castillo has become a confirmed 
member of our church….that Ross Wilkin was named CFO 
of the year by The Pittsburgh Business Times for his work 
at HarbisonWalker International….that comedian Stan 
Laurel was married 8 times but to only 4 wives….that the 
Hopkins have sold their home in Cleveland Heights….that 
Steve and Natalie Karr have sold their old home and are 
building another….that Tim and Alice LaBarre have moved 
into Highpointe at Rebecca, a Senior Living facility where 
John Lengel and Tim Holt live….that Tim Holt volunteers 
at the Western PA Model Railroad Museum….that snails 
take 12 hours to mate and only do it once in a lifetime….that 
Ben Skillen is engaged to marry Brittany Gaito on August 
24 of 2019….that December 16 will be the Chamberlin’s 
last Sunday at our church….that the Paynes are moving 
to Beaver and December 2 is their last Sunday at NPC….
that Greater Los Angeles is bigger than Rhode Island and 
Delaware combined….that Ed Hilderhoff is the youngest 
of seven children….that Nick Piett and Rachael Carey will 
wed at NPC on December 29….that Andy Kish has replaced 
Nellie Luther as the church’s financial secretary….that 
Deion Sanders is the only man to play in both a World Series 
and a Super Bowl….that Lauren Fowler, Carl Shoemaker 
and Bill Jacobs have replaced Judy Brooks and Kelly Stitt 
as offering depositors….that the entire United Kingdom is 
smaller than Oregon….that Alison Sanders has an identical 
twin sister….that Lauren Fowler has a degree in Education 
from Hope College in Michigan….that a woodchuck breathes 
2000x an hour, but only 10x an hour when hibernating….
that those who read the FYI breathe at the same rate as 
those who do not? Did you know these things? I thought 
you should.
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at 5:00 & 7:00 p.m.

Sunday Wednesday

Connect with our 
Youth Group! 

@NorthParkChurchYouthGroup

@npcyouthgroup

taylorbrown@northparkepc.org

northparkepc.org/ministries/students

6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Youth Group 

Jeremiah Zemet is preaching

6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Youth Group

6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Youth Group Christmas Party
Bring a wrapped gift for the gift exchange 

& wear a ugly Christmas sweater. 

#YouthGroup 
December Calendar

No Youth Group

2

9

23

7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
Middle & High School 
Small Groups @ NPC

30

No Youth Group

12

16
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In hopes of securing more balance in our Christmas Eve services, we 
are moving them up an hour this year. The first service, which will offer 
a nursery for those under four, begins at 5:00 p.m. with the later service 
at 7:00 p.m. with no child-care. We are planning for one hour (or less) 
services, with Pastor Dan preaching and great traditional Christmas 
hymnody. Both services will end with a candlelight singing of Silent 
Night. Please plan to come with your family and bring a friend for a 
great evening of Christmas joy and praise as well as a brief 
gospel message.

Please contact Jill Benson if you are available to assist in the nursery 
for the 5:00 p.m. service or for Sunday morning, December 23.



December FYI 2018 | North Park Church                                            4

NPC DECEMBER CALENDAR
December 8 – Saturday: Gingerbread House Construction, Inc. - 3:00 p.m. and 
                                 6:00 p.m. in the Multipurpose Room

December 14 – Friday: Fernando Ortega Concert – Edunations Fundraiser at Memorial        
                         Park – 7:00 p.m.

December 16 – Sunday: Advent Brunch with Children’s Christmas drama replacing     
                Sunday School - 9:00 a.m.

December 16 – Sunday: Caroling at local senior centers and nursing homes - 1:45 p.m.

December 23 – Sunday: Worship - 10:15 a.m. - No Sunday School

December 24 – Monday: Christmas Eve Services - 5:00 p.m. (Nursery provided) and 
       7:00 p.m. (no child-care)

December 30 – Sunday: Worship - 10:15 a.m. - No Sunday School

All ages begin Sunday School anew January 6

On Saturday, December 8, we will have our annual Gingerbread House Construction Party.  This is 
a fun evening of refreshments, storytelling, and making gingerbread houses. It’s also an opportunity 
for you to invite your friends and family, especially ones that don’t come to our church, to experience 
a fun family night and celebrate Jesus’ coming to earth. To better accommodate more guests this year 
(that’s why we need you to invite them), we are offering two separate occasions on the same day:  
3:00 and 6:00 p.m. We anticipate each wave of gingerbread builders to take a little over an hour.  
If you know you’re going to come, please, let Holly Murphy know either by signing up in the lobby or 
by emailing her at hollyeward@gmail.com.

All people need to bring is one can of vanilla icing per person to serve as the glue 
and cement for their tasty creations. Other building supplies will be provided by 
donors. If you’d like to donate candy for the gingerbread houses, drop off your 
donations at the table by the library on the first floor. See the table in the lobby 
to sign up.

Finally– Please pray about whom you should invite!

Gingerbread House Construction, Inc



Family Devotions 
Continuing Your Advent Traditions by Jill Benson

Who’s ready to plan out their post-Advent devotions? I know what you’re thinking…Jill, we only just 
started our Advent devotions. I know it’s early, but in 25 days, Advent will be over. If you don’t have another 
book or reading plan lined up, then your family devotions will end with the season. I strongly encourage 
you to think now about what will come next, to build on the habit you’ll form during Advent and allow your 
Advent devotions to spring board into year round family devotions.

This is why I’m giving you a list of what to do next at the beginning of December. There are 71 days or 10 
weeks between Christmas and the start of Lent. I encourage you to plan that portion of time. Build a habit 
of family devotions with Advent and then continue it until the season of Lent. Then you can jump right into 
Lenten devotions with your routine already set. Here are some suggestions of things you could do:

If you read The Jesus Storybook Bible during Advent: First, keep reading The Jesus Storybook Bible. You 
should have 20 stories left at the end of Advent so it will take just under 3 weeks to finish. Then, I would 
recommend reading Thoughts That Make Your Heart Sing by Sally Loyd-Jones. This was written to be a book 
of hope for the author’s niece, who was being bullied. It includes 101 “simple-yet-profound thoughts on 
faith.” If you do two a day, you’ll finish in time to start Lenten devotionals. Or you can do one a day and still 
have some left to continue after Easter.

If you read Unwrapping the Greatest Gift or The Christmas Countdown during Advent, try one of these two 
resources: 1.) The Radical Book for Kids: Exploring the Roots and Shoots of Faith by Champ Thornton. I read 
through this on my own last year and was extremely impressed. This is described as, “a fun-filled explorer’s 
guide to the Bible, church history, and life for boys and girls.” I would say this book is suitable for ages 5 
and up. Some will see this more as a reference book, but I’d encourage you to read it from front to back, 
as there is so much great information here. There are 67 articles total in the book, so you should be able 
to finish the entire book between Christmas and Lent if you do one article a day or 2.) The Ology by Marty 
Machowski. From the book’s description: “What adults might describe as a beautifully illustrated storybook 
of systematic theology, the kids discover to be a story of adventure, mystery, and wonder that leads them 
to the truth about God, themselves, and the world around them. Truth is for kids, not just for adults! So 
The Ology gives kids of all ages a beginner’s theology book to help them understand who God is and how 
we, as His children, relate to Him.” This is a great resource, designed for six-year-olds through pre-teens. It 
includes 71 lessons in Theology, so if you do one a day, you will perfectly bridge the gap between Christmas 
and Lent!
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If you read Christ in Christmas during Advent: Try The Biggest Story: How the Snake Crusher Brings us Back 
to the Garden. Kevin DeYoung first wrote this story as a sermon for an evening service. Since it was close to 
Christmas he decided to do something different and write, with language he would use with his children, 
a summary of the greatest story ever told. My husband and I went through this with our children last year 
and found it to be an extremely helpful resource for gaining an overview of the Bible. Our kids were 2 and 
4 when we read it, but any age can learn from DeYoung’s summary. There are ten chapters in this book so if 
you do a chapter a week, this will take you from Advent to Lent.

We have two copies of each of these resources available for parents to borrow. 
Contact me at jillbenson@northparkepc.org if you’re interested in borrowing one of these books.
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Are you interested in supporting the work Edunations is doing 
in Sierra Leone? This Christmas season you have another 
opportunity to keep bringing Christian education to various 
villages in Sierra Leone, including Rokassa, the village 
in which North Park has helped build a medical clinic, 
church, and school.  

What is more, you get to do all of this while listening 
to the beautiful music of Fernando Ortega. The 
benefit concert will be held on Friday, December 
14 at 7:00 p.m. at Memorial Park Church on 
8800 Peebles Road, Allison Park, PA. Admission 
is free. Register at EduNations.org/benefit-
concert. We’d love to see you there!

Edunations Benefit Concert: 
Featuring Fernando Ortega
by Ben Burkholder
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On Sunday, December 16 from 9:00-10:00 a.m. in the Multipurpose Room, we will be holding a Christ-
mas brunch for everyone to enjoy. It will be a casual time of eating and either getting to know new people 
at church or catching up with old friends. At the end of the time, we’ll enjoy the children’s play. You won’t 
want to miss the chance to be together as a church family. If you’re not in the habit of making it to the Sun-
day school hour, I encourage you to do so on December 16.

To make the event enjoyable for those in attendance, we are going to need people to help with set up, clean 
up, and preparing food. If you’d like to be a part of the day, please, sign up at the table in the lobby or email 
Pastor Ben for more details at benburkholder@northparkepc.org.

Christmas
Brunch

Christmas is a time that many of us will enjoy special time with family and friends. Unfortunately, not 
everyone is able to do so. Many folks are confined to assisted living and skilled care facilities, without 
family and friends. This can be a lonely time for them. Visiting with these folks and singing with them 
the carols that we all love is a wonderful opportunity to brighten their day. It really doesn’t matter how 
well you sing, it simply matters that you share your time and your joy. And bring the kids. Folks love to 
see the little ones. This is a wonderful opportunity for the entire family to be a blessing. 

We are scheduled to carol at 3 area senior homes (Cumberland Crossing, Stonebrook Village, and 
Wexford House) all within 10 minutes of the church. They have all expressed their appreciation for us 
coming and are eagerly waiting for us.
 
On Sunday, December 16, we will meet at the church at 1:45 p.m., get our assignments and song 
sheets, and depart to sing and visit. We will be finished by 3:00 p.m., with enough time for you to get 
home to watch the Steelers game with the Patriots.  

We are also looking for persons/couples to serve as “leaders/coordinators” for each of the teams. You can 
sign-up to carol at the Information Counter or contact Ben Burkholder at benburkholder@northparkepc.org.

by Ben Burkholder

Christmas 
Caroling

by Ben Burkholder
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…there’s a show a’comin’.…(if you want to hear a great version of that song, check out the blues duo Sonny 
Terry and Brownie McGee. The whole album is killer. Just sayin’).

So they say you can’t see the forest for the trees. Whoever They are. I think They are a bunch of ageless, 
bearded, wizard-looking creatures sequestered in a castle somewhere deep in the mountains of Genovia (see 
The Princess Diaries), sitting around and brainstorming all these sayings, as they nod knowingly at each 
other, silently affirming their secret truth: “We are They.” Oh! What’s that? Off the subject, are we? Right…
back to the forest we go. 

If 2019 were a forest, we can at this point of the year easily lose sight of its promise and prospects due to 
the trees—in this case, Christmas trees. Consumed with having a holly jolly Christmas this year, we aren’t 
necessarily making all the preparations we could for next year. 
 
Well, here’s a huge wakeup call: in late January, the monthly Compass event will feature a talent show, 
starring YOU! You’ll want to be dusting off your didgeridoo (ask the Wilkin family), perfecting your piano 
piece, drilling that dance number, refining your comedy routine, and warming up your warbler so you are 
ready for the big day. Whatever your act may be: juggling, whistling, emoting Shakespearean sonnets, a 
Beatles cover band, or willy-nilly-Milli-Vanilli, you are encouraged to share it with us.

So when is the show to be held? At this point, in accordance with Matthew 24:36, “…concerning that day 
and hour no one knows.” Sometime soon we will have more details worked out—the main thing now is to 
make sure your Rachmaninoff is rock solid and Poulenc is polished when the big day comes. 

Your performance doesn’t have to be overtly sacred, but it should be clean and edifying. Any questions? 
Check with Brooke Hopkins at brookehopkins@northparkepc.org or Ben Burkholder at  
benburkholder@northparkepc.org. 

Get ready.

Do you eat at Chick-fil-A? Well now you have an even better reason than good food 
and customer service!  

We are starting a new initiative with the local Chick-fil-A stores (McKnight, Wexford, 
and Cranberry locations) that will turn your frequent visits to CFA into sandwiches for 
Light of Life’s Outreach team.  That’s right, all three of these locations have agreed to 
give us a sizable percentage of money spent by the members of our church toward free 
chicken sandwiches for Light of Life. What we need you to do right now is save all of 
your CFA receipts and put them in the box at the Information Counter.  

Next spring, once we have a sizable amount, we will “cash” them in and order a large 
quantity of free sandwiches to assist with Light of Life’s Outreach team. My hope is 
to schedule a time for some of us from North Park to join them in handing out the 
sandwiches at various homeless camps across the city.  Stay tuned for more details as 
that part gets planned. For now, Eat Mor Chikin!

by Ben Burkholder

by Brooke Hopkins
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What’s an IRA Charitable Rollover to NPC?
This article isn’t for everyone. If you are not over 70 ½ and have a traditional IRA, you can skip this 
article and go straight to the Did You Know article for other interesting facts. 

If you are over 70 ½ and have a traditional IRA, you may want to consider what is called a direct 
charitable rollover gift, also known as a Qualified Charitable Deduction (QCD). Basically, any amount of 
your Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) from your Individual Retirement Account (IRA) can be sent 
directly to North Park Church as part of your charitable giving. There is more to this than this update can 
provide, but we wanted to let you know of the opportunity. 

An explanatory document is available at the Information Counter. If you are considering a QCD gift, 
please see Mark Sharpnack to receive something for you and your advisor. 

NPC recognizes that it is God who stirs your heart to giving for the advancement of His kingdom, not the 
IRS. We appreciate your giving, no matter the tax consequence, since through your gifts, lives are changed.

Women of NPC, save the date for our Woman’s Retreat at Antiochian Village
Friday night March 22 - Saturday March 23, 2019

Our theme is “Being Transformed” 
Details coming in January

For more information please email Norma Lamperski at normal2148@gmail.com 
or Joyce Kish at joycemkish@gmail.com.

Women’s Retreat
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Chris and Janet Lochner are the stars of our Family of the Month this month. Long-time North Park Church 
members, Chris and Janet both grew up in Shaler. They met in high school as members of the Track team, but 
their relationship really developed while both attended the University of Pittsburgh, after Chris transferred 
from Slippery Rock. They married in April of 1984. They’ve lived in Hampton since 1991. Chris and Janet, 
“came to attend NPC when Dan Lacich was Pastor and at the time we were looking for a church with a strong 
commitment to the teachings of the Bible and that had a strong children’s education program.” The couple has 
three grown children, a son-in-law and a pet.

Erin (31) lives in Coraopolis and works as a respiratory therapist for AGH. She is married to Bryant who works as 
a maintenance technician. Alex (28) works at a local Wal-Mart in the Shippensburg area where he lives. Michael 
(26) flies as a pilot for Republic Airlines. Michael is also working on a degree at LaRoche and lives in Dormont. 
So, Chris and Janet are empty-nesters. Thankfully, they are kept company by their fifteen-year-old Shih-Tzu, Chloe. 

How do these two keep busy? They are both busy workers! Chris has been employed by the Township of 
Hampton for thirty-two years. Janet has been a medical technologist at UPMC for thirty-six years and has 
recently taken a job in the histocompatibility lab. She takes blood samples and does genetic and other testing. 
They also keep busy by being one of the friendly faces who greet you regularly and Janet also serves in the 
nursery. You can find Chris serving on the Hampton Rotary club as well. They are also long-time Pitt football 
season ticket holders.

So, next time you are greeted by these two friendly folks, tell them that you read about them in the FYI and that 
you love Janet’s favorite scripture verse. Check it out!

But I am like an olive tree flourishing in the house of God; I trust in God’s unfailing love 
forever and ever. For what You have done I will always praise You in the presence of Your 

faithful people. And I will hope in Your name, for Your name is good.
Psalm 52:8-9

Lochner
by Kelly Laird



Nativity Word Search 

The Christmas Story
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INN  

JOSEPH

SHEPHERD

STABLE

DONKEY

BETHLEHEM

WISE MEN

GIFT

SON

ANGEL 

GOLD 

SHEEP 

MANGER 

STAR 

MYRRH 

STRAW 

GOD 

ANIMALS

And in the same region there were shepherds out 
in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were filled with great fear. 10And the angel said to 
them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of 
great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto you 
is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you 
will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying 
in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel 
a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and 
saying,14“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

Luke 2:8-14 (ESV)



1 Patricia Schaefer
 Natalie Smalley
2 Joan Castillo
3 Daniel Satariano
5 Elaine Longjohn
6 Judy Brooks
 Katie Wilkin 
 Nadia Wickard
 William Jr. Wickard
9 Laura Dzadovsky
14 John Holt
15 Scott Dzadovsky
 Jennie Mycyk
16 Todd Murphy
 Christine Mikhael

19 Lorraine Lippert
 Frank Librich
20 Wade Leakey
21 Denny Koska
 Jim Baldauff
22 Chad Fairfield
23 Jon Gay
 Aubrey Mitchell
24 Nancy Van Sickel
 Abigail Buirge
25 Nicole Hoover
27 Kristin Brown
31 Laura Wiggins
 Anna Fowler

11 James & Mary Warmbrodt
12 Gary & Kelly Laird
 Bill & Pat Hargest
14 Jane & Paul Anzaldi
27 Chris & Annette Wu
 Timothy & Rosemary Craft


