
April Memory Verse:
 

For by works of the law no human being will be justified in 
His sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.

– Romans 3:20
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Did you know that  SARAH GRACE KUCHMA  just became a confirmed member of NPC .... that 
JONATHAN SHIRK will be in town doing the wedding of Nate Sprunk and Priya Gracyzk then 
will preach at NPC June 3 ….. that there is a Hell, Michigan and a Devil Town, Ohio ..... that DICK 
SKILLEN is freshly retired..... that SCOTT and PAT BARBER are moving to Chattanooga, TN …..that 
Grove City College president PAUL MCNULTY and his wife were in our worship service on March 
18, hanging with the Holts .... that there is a Dumbell, Wyoming and Gay, Oklahoma .....that TACEY 
HOPPER, BILL JACOBS, and JUDY JACOBS have renewed their membership at NPC …..that 
TACEY is planning to sell her Stahlstown home and move to Pittsburgh.... that there is a Boring, Oregon 
and a Defeated, Tennessee.….. that MADDY KARPIAK is an instructor for the NRA and SAM is a 
pistol marksman….that new member GERRY RICHARDSON is a chaplain in a WWII reenactment 
unit…. that BENEDICT IX was elected pope at age 11 in 1032 …. that CAMERON WILKIN 
is planning on joining his sister at Penn State in the Fall…. that KATE BROWN runs her own 
photography business and does many weddings..... that six teenagers are legally running for governor 
in Kansas, but a court ruled that a dog may not ..... that OLIVIA BUIRGE is about to graduate from 
Grove City ..... that MIKE STITT coaches his daughter's basketball team and GRACE is a star ..... that 
the South American basilisk lizard can run a quarter mile on water ..... that JD LAIRD is planning to 
wed this Fall ..... that JEFF and  KAYLEIGH LAYDEN are planning to have their first baby ..... that 
Virginia extends 95 miles to the west of West Virginia ..... that MICHAEL LOCHNER is now a full-
credentialed pilot for Republic Airlines (their youngest) ..... that both PHILIP & CARLA ROOKE and 
PHIL & NANCY VAN SICKEL are first-time grandparents.....that the average person suffers from 200 
colds in a lifetime ..... that those who read the FYI get 17% fewer colds than those who do not? ..…. Did 
you know these things? I thought you should.…. 

Did You Know?
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NORTH PARK ENCOUNTER, APRIL 15
The next opportunity to get a crash course on our church and begin the membership process will 
be Sunday evening, April 15, as Pastor Hendley offers another North Park ENCOUNTER. The 
ENCOUNTER will run from 5:00-8:00 p.m., with a free meal provided. A fast-moving, 
enjoyable evening is our guarantee. The class is designed for adults 16 and over, but all ages 
may come. Childcare is provided. For more information or to signup or email Pastor Dan at 
danhendley@northparkepc.org or signup at the Information Counter in the lobby.



by Brooke Hopkins

Some people are larger than life. To me, throughout my childhood, Billy Graham was 
one of those people. Of course, some people really are larger; Billy was 6’ 2”, and when 
you’re a short, baby-fatted, red-haired urchin, everyone of that stature seems gigantic. 
Since Billy died last month at the ripe age of 99, I’ve been a-thinkin’… 

My father turns 99 in May; he’s an ordained Presbyterian minister and former 
professor of religion at Westminster College. Dad made our family watch the Billy 
Graham crusades religiously on the telly. I was mesmerized by the way Billy could 
captivate huge crowds with his beautifully clear, charming Southern drawl. Thousands 
would leave their seats, answering the call of his simple Gospel message. 

While I can’t remember a time when I didn’t believe in Jesus, I made my first public 
profession of faith at a 1970 Leighton Ford crusade in New Castle’s Scottish Rite 
Cathedral. Leighton is Billy’s brother-in-law, and a fellow evangelist (a Grove City 
College friend of mine used to joke in his best broadcast voice, “Make your next car a 
Leighton Ford!”). I actually didn’t feel the compulsion to “go forward” that night; there 
was no churning, no spiritual battle in my soul; no “altar-cation” as it were. I went with 
a friend who wanted company as he walked the aisle and answered the call. Funny, and 
sad at the same time—he’s since abandoned his commitment to Christ; mine stuck.

I met Billy Graham in 1968, two years before that. My dad, a tremendous networker, 
had become acquainted with him at some point, so he dragged this nine-year-old 
whipper-snapper across the cinder track at Pitt stadium before a crusade meeting to 
introduce me to Billy as he made his way to the podium. I remember shaking his hand, 
and shaking with awe and wonder. Also, around that same time, my brothers were 
attending a prep school on Long Island; they reported that Billy Graham’s son was 
a real troublemaker on campus. I wondered how that could possibly be, that such a 
man of God could produce an outright sinner. Then we had some children of our own. 
Thankfully, Franklin Graham was rescued from that path to perdition, set aright, and 
has since done a pretty good job of taking his father’s mantle.

In 1994, Gayla and I served as counselors for Billy’s crusade at the cavernous Cleveland 
Municipal Stadium. It was a great experience; the fourth night was the first ever 
“Youth Special,” where DC Talk and Michael W. Smith replaced the venerable George 
Beverly Shea and the choir. Quite controversial in those days, but it demonstrated his 
pioneering heart for evangelism. Billy’s assessment of DC Talk: “I don’t understand 
their music, but I’ve looked at their lyrics, and they’re fine.”

So can you imagine the apostle Paul, greeting Billy Graham as he is welcomed into 
Paradise? Two men consumed with the Gospel—one paving the way, and the other 
able to use that foundation, along with the labors of countless other saints, to reach 
215 million people in 185 countries. What a conversation they’d have. Would Paul be 
in awe of Billy? Would this be a Mutual Admiration Society? Or would both of them be 
completely mesmerized by the presence of One who is more amazing—surrounded by 
His glory, before Whom they fall to their knees, singing “Hallelujah?” Or maybe they 
won’t be able to speak at all. I can only imagine.

 Billy, you are a hero
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REACH
Rise Everyday to Acclaim Christ's Holy Word

NPC All Church Retreat at Camp Lutherlyn
May 19, 2018

You have seen the articles about the All Church Retreat and may be wondering, “What does this look like? 
Should I go? Am I really going to connect to some new people?” The answer to this is an overwhelming 
“YES!” The one day retreat will be on Saturday, May 19 at Camp Lutherlyn. Let me walk you through the 
day. See what you think… 

Leave your house around 8:30 a.m. and drive north on I-79 to Portersville. Follow the directions to the main camp.  

9:15 a.m. - Register and relax with a cup of coffee or tea and some fellowship.  

10:00 a.m. - Go to the Dogwood Pavilion with all ages and enjoy God’s glory with a time of acoustic worship.

10:30 a.m. - Pastor Chris White from Gateway Church will share some insight about how we need to Reach Up to 
God before we can Reach Out to others. The children have their own activity.

11:15 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. - Small group time to discuss Chris’s talk. It seems awkward at first, but soon the ice is broken 
and you make some new friends. You are surprised how quickly you are comfortable to share your thoughts and ideas.  

12:15 p.m. - Lunch time. You have the option to either sit in the pavilion to eat your packed lunch or buy lunch in the 
Dining Hall. You talk to some folks you met and find you have many things in common.

1:00 p.m. - Relay races for everyone - Even though you haven’t done some of these races since grade school, it’s fun to 
join your team and laugh.

2:00 p.m. - Free time! What are you in the mood for? Would you like to hike along one of the many nature trails? You 
heard there are some Indian ruins and boulders to explore. Did you bring your fishing rod to try your hand at catching 
blue gill? Would you like to spend a relaxing afternoon talking? 

4:00 - 5:00 p.m. - Songs and skits - This is the part that you heard about last year! You sing a few more worship songs 
and watch the children perform. I wonder what humorous skit Grant McKinney has up his sleeve this year?   

5:15 p.m. - Dinner for everyone at the Dining Hall. You didn’t know camp food could taste so good! The cook has made 
accommodations for food sensitivities. Dinner includes a salad bar and dessert!

6:15 - 6:45 p.m. - The children will have an activity while you will gather together with everyone for another session 
with testimonies from Laura Daly and Dan Sherwin of how God used them to minister to others.
 
6:45 - 7:30 p.m. - Your small group discusses how to put these new ideas into practice

7:45 p.m. - You get your camp chair from your car and sit by the campfire to roast a s’more.  

It was a full day, but you are so glad you came! It’s hard to leave this beautiful place and make a promise to yourself to 
not hesitate to attend next year!

You hate to leave, but the one day retreat officially ends at 9:00 p.m.

Questions? Contact Joyce Kish at joycemkish@gmail.com or call 412-973-4237.
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EVENTS & FUNDRAISERS

&

On Thursday, April 5th from 6:00-7:30 p.m., we are going 
on a road trip to nearby La Roche College for dinner and 
worship. La Roche has graciously invited us to come and 
do a Protestant worship service in their chapel for their 
students, and April offers us a great chance to go as 
welcomed guests into our neighbor's space and invite 
college students to worship Jesus alongside of us. This 
is a wonderful chance for us to express how precious 
Christ is to us in our own neighborhood. Our worship 
service will include Brooke Hopkins on the piano and a 
devotional by Pastor Ben. 

Dinner will consist of pizza, soda, and other appetizers. The cost will be $4 per person 
and $20 per family maximum to cover costs. Signups will be in the church lobby. If you 
or someone in your family has special dietary restrictions, please indicate this is on 
the signup sheet, so we can accommodate. We will also be inviting college students to 
join us for dinner, so be intentional about starting conversations with any college-aged 
people who are around. They are fairly easy to talk to, and you can ask them about their 
studies, their families, and what they hope to do after leaving college. 

Where will this be held? La Roche College is located on 9000 Babcock Blvd, a few miles 
from church. We will be eating in CC Square and then transitioning to the chapel later. 
More directions will be given to all who sign up for the event. 

Questions? Contact Pastor Ben at benburkholder@northparkepc.org.

We're looking forward to a great night of worshipping together in the midst of our community.  
 

Upcoming Compass Events: Tuesday, May 8: Game Night
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Italian 

Cooking For Christ

After service on April 29th, we will be holding our annual 
fundraiser lunch to help raise money for the Youth Group’s 
summer mission trip to Appalachia. During the lunch, we 

will be auctioning off items and gift baskets that were 
donated by local businesses and church members. In 

years past, we’ve auctioned off Steelers’ tickets, Pirates’ 
tickets, a week-long stay at a condo in St. Pete, a football 

signed by Antonio Brown, and much more! 

If you are interested in donating an item, gift card, or gift basket to our silent auction, please 
email Taylor at taylorbrown@northparkepc.org or drop off your donation at our table in the lobby. 

Please sign up to attend this fundraiser in the lobby after service. You can buy tickets at the door 
on the day of the fundraiser but please sign up as soon as possible so we can know how many 
people to expect. Tickets for this event are $10 a person or $40 for a family of four or more. This 

lunch is a key component to our students raising money for their trip 
so we would greatly appreciate any support you can show!



In February we asked everyone in the church to be devoted to prayer for a particular individual to come to 
Christ. Over the past few weeks, I have enjoyed hearing from many as you've shared how God has opened up 
conversations about faith that were completely unexpected. This is precisely the kind of  thing that God does when 
we are faithful to pray. If  you have been faithfully praying thus far, continue in this good work. We never get to the 
place where we don't need God's grace and power, especially when it comes to sharing the love of  Christ  
with others.  

If  you've been faithfully praying for your person, you may be wondering what you should do next. For one, DO 
NOT STOP PRAYING. There, I had to say that. Now, plan something intentional that will deepen your current 
relationship. Perhaps this is someone you hardly know. Then plan a lunch together. Invite them to a baseball 
game. Plan something that is unthreatening and would be the natural stage of  anyone trying to get to know 
someone else better. Then, go with some questions that you plan to ask them. Ask them about their family. What 
accomplishments are they most proud of ? The goal is to care about them as a person and be genuinely interested 
in who they are.  

Perhaps this is someone you know fairly well. What would it look like for you to deepen that relationship? It could 
involve asking some deeper questions about them: What events have shaped them most? What dreams do they 
have for the future? What regrets do they have about life? Maybe it is asking them about what they believe about 
the world. How did it get here? Is there a God? Then listen to them. What are their reasons for believing this? 
So often we jump to debunking their beliefs before we have understood what has led them to these beliefs. Once 
you've listened to them, pray all the more because now the questions and the barriers that they have are clear. 
Now you know what to pray for more specifically. And...now you have some things to come back to later the next 
time you talk!

FROM ONE TO ONE
Pursuing a Deeper relationship

BY: BEN BURKHOLDER

Stephen Ministry Update
BY: DENISE VELARDE

The Stephen Ministry group has been studying and learning and will continue that 
process through May. By the time you read this article, we will be half-way through 
the course. We will be growing together; learning great tools to care for others; and 
growing to reflect the Scripture: Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if 

there is any consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion,... being of the 
same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose 
(Philippians 2:1-2). Stay tuned for more updates!

Have you heard that North Park has "re-tooled" our Stephen Ministry web page? 

Go to North Park's website www.northparkepc.org 

- Click the "Ministries" tab on the right top 
- Select "Stephen Ministry" 

- Scroll and click to see what's new!  
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Family of the Month
Koska

BY KELLY LAIRD

FAMILY OF THE MONTH

Who could guess that a blind date would translate into 
almost forty-nine years of happiness? Denny and Janie 
Koska are proof of that every day. Let’s learn a little 
more about this avid North Park family.

Both native Pittsburghers, Denny tells us, “Janie and 
I met in 1965 on a blind date set up by one of my 
friends who had met her at Edinboro Lake where she 
was on vacation.”  That date turned into a marriage 
and two children. Their son, Chris, is 42 and his 
interests include Pitt & Steelers football, Kung Fu, and 
scuba diving. Chris and his wife Shelley are both avid 
readers. Chris now works as an Occupational Therapy 
Technician in Harmony. Lori Koska is 33, and her 
main interest is her three cats - Curly, Moe, and JB. 
She is a probation officer for the county of Allegheny. 
For years, Denny worked as a Civil Engineer and Janie 
worked at home, in addition to serving as receptionist 
at our church. They are both now retired.

So what does a typical day look like for this great 
couple? Denny puts it well. For Janie, a typical day 
involves prayer and devotions in the morning, followed 

by a two mile walk with their dog, then a trip to the 
gym. Janie’s number one pastime is sewing and quilting. 
She makes baby quilts for family and many friends, 
along with full size quilts for us and others. She also 
makes many lap quilts for Project Linus, which are given 
to children with significant illnesses. She is also involved 
with making custom pillowcases for Operation Heads 
at Ease which are sent to members of our Armed Forces 
who are stationed overseas. To date, she has made over 
eight hundred pillowcases! For Denny, a typical day 
involves prayer and devotions in the morning, followed 
by that same two mile dog walk, then a trip to the gym 
two to three days a week. Denny is also a reading tutor 
at Light of Life Rescue Mission, two days per week, and 
has helped in the job search program and other activities 
at the Mission. Weather permitting, he plays golf at least 
twice a week, and they both enjoy meeting friends for 
breakfast or dinner on a regular basis.

The Koskas are involved in ministry too. They both work 
on the Tender Ties team here at NPC, making prayer 
calls. Janie is involved in the COMPASS team, is a 
Greeter, and serves at the Information Counter. Denny 
has been the liaison for North Park with the Light of 
Life Rescue Mission for twenty-five years. He is also the 
Communion Coordinator and an Usher. Wouldn’t you 
say they are very active and busy for retired folks?

There’s so much more to this great couple, but we’re 
running out of space! So, when you see Denny or Janie 
next, ask them about the following: How they came to 
North Park Church, their care group experience, where 
they live and their yellow Labrador, Sammie. Also check 
out their favorite scripture passages: Proverbs 3:5-6 and 
Galatians 6:9.

On Friday, March 23, Denny had a successful quintuple 
bypass surgery. We rejoice at all the Lord has done as he 
recuperates! Please continue to lift Denny and Janie up 
in prayer as he continues to heal.
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VBS 2018 
JUNE 18 - 22

Sharing the Gospel through Splash Canyon
Inviting friends, neighbors and acquaintances to VBS 2018

By Jill Benson
Planning for VBS 2018 is underway! All campers will enjoy a morning schedule that includes theme-based, 
Gospel-centered Bible, missions, craft, recreation and squad time. After lunch, senior campers will continue the 
fun with an off-site trip to Urban Air trampoline park, electives, and field day. Both camps will enjoy water day 
activities on Wednesday.  

Through all of these activities, two points will be reinforced:
 1. On life’s wild ride, Jesus is by our side.
 2. All the promises of God find their Yes in Jesus. (2 Corinthians 1:20)

I would encourage you all—youth, child, parent, grandparent—to think of one person that you can invite to 
VBS this year. VBS provides a great opportunity to reach out to unchurched neighbors, friends, coworkers, and 
classmates. We spend time singing, playing games, making crafts, and enjoying ourselves, all while learning 
about God’s love for each of us.  

Some people will be excited to send their children to camp so they can learn more about Jesus through a creative 
theme like Splash Canyon. Some people will be excited to get a week of “childcare” for $35 (junior camp) or $50 
(senior camp). Some people will be enticed by the ‘’extras” like the trampoline park, and some people will be 
excited about fellowship time with other believers.  

Perhaps all of the above motivations apply, and that’s ok. Whatever the reason, let’s get kids registered for camp! 
Our prayer for VBS is that God will work in the life of each camper and draw each child to Himself throughout 
the week. God meets us where we are. Don’t assume your unchurched neighbor will say no or that your friend 
will be attending VBS at his/her home church.  Just ask.

We have a stack of postcards on our VBS table in the lobby--these are the perfect way to spread the word about 
VBS as everything the person needs to know is right on the card. I would encourage every person in our church 
to take one postcard to give to someone they know.

Last year, I gave a postcard to our neighbors who we had known for under a year. I didn’t know much about 
where their faith was or if they’d be interested, but I figured it doesn’t hurt to ask. Both of their kids came to 
VBS and had a blast! The week of VBS their mom posted on Facebook how wonderful the program was and told 
her mom friends to be sure to check it out for next year. As a result, my neighbor has now recruited a group of 
women that are eager to register for VBS!

You never know the impact your invitation can make. Spend some time in prayer about who God might be 
leading you to ask this year. Then pick up some postcards in the lobby and just ask!  
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Family of the Month
Koska

BY KELLY LAIRD



   

UPDATES

Once again we have the opportunity as a church body to work with the Head of our church to select 
those who are being called to serve in church office. As Presbyterians we look to elect qualified persons 
for the office of elder and deacon. Elders are those who govern and shepherd the members of the church. 
Deacons lead in key areas of service: mercy, maintenance, and hospitality. Scripture describes both 
positions and the qualifications for each in I Timothy 3. Please read this portion of God’s word carefully 
and pray about those who come to mind as qualified candidates. You do not need to speak with the 
nominee ahead of time.  Just submit your nomination on the appropriate form in the box at the table in 
the lobby. Your elders will filter the nominations, train potential nominees, interview them carefully and 
present a slate for election in late August. 

Your current ruling elders (8) are: Gary Laird, Nabil Mikhael, Kevin Sanders, Brian Altmyer, Phil Van 
Sickel, John Faber, and Andy Kish. Of these, no one is serving an expiring term and we anticipate that 
all will continue. Our Session has determined to limit the active Session to nine ruling elders. This means 
that going into this election season we have one open spot that may be filled.

Your current deacons (11) are: Nicole Bright, Gail Nelson, Dan Sherwin, Stacy Tessaro, Pat Hargest, 
Rachel Sharpnack, Denise Velarde, Jim Ludwig, Terry Meeneghan, Susan Meeneghan, and Doug Reed. 
Of these, only the term of Pat Hargest is expiring. She will rotate off the diaconate unless re-nominated 
and re-elected. We are open to the addition of several new deacons as the Lord leads. Most of their work 
is now done in three committees. 

North Park Elders are expected to: 
 • Be engaged in a NPC small group or equivalent both prior to and during his active season   
     as an elder
 • Have a recognizable area of service in the church prior to becoming an elder
 • Be available to attend at least two-thirds of anticipated session meetings
 • Be a male adult member in good standing 

North Park Deacons are expected to: 
 • Be a male or female adult member in good standing
 • Have a history of service in the church prior to becoming a deacon
 • Be available to attend at least two-thirds of anticipated deacon meetings

Officer Nominations
April 8 - May 6 
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CARE CALLS ARE COMING 
Part of our church's mission statement is connecting with one another in Caring 
Community, and the Care Call Ministry is one way we are working toward that 
goal. Members of the deacon Mercy Team and a few additional volunteers reach 
out twice yearly to church members who aren't involved in a care group. This 
contact provides the opportunity to share concerns or needs and be prayed for by 
our deacons and elders. Please welcome these upcoming calls as we endeavor to 
care for one another in the body of Christ.



Officer Nominations
April 8 - May 6 

ManUp Pittsburgh,  June 9
The sixth annual ManUp Pittsburgh event 
will be held on Saturday,  June 9 from  
7:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. at Victory Family 
Church.  Men can come get recharged 
concerning their callings as fathers and 
husbands and leaders. Good opportunity 
to invite a son or a friend.  
See more at www.ManUpPittsburgh.org.

Are you frustrated by the polarization in our current 
world? Do you wish to have a conversation without 
it degenerating into polarizing stereotypes? Or, do 
you want to know how to share the Gospel without 
becoming entangled with all of the talking points of 
our day? If so, this conference is for you.  

Undivided is an interactive workshop offering 
practical tools for how to understand, love, and seek 
unity with others in a world that seems determined 
to divide and conquer. Biblically based in our Gospel 
identity, this 6-hour workshop wrestles with the 
complexities of “us versus them” thinking and offers 
solutions for everyday life. This workshop has been 
thoughtfully constructed with our own formation 
and growth in Christ in mind by Debbie and Curt 
Swindoll, along with Monica Green.

We are hosting this event in the Multipurpose Room 
at North Park Church on Saturday, 
April 14 from 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

Registration is $25, which includes lunch and 
conference materials. Register online now at:
https://www.graftedlife.org/undivided.

Yoga is a form of physical exercise that 
involves stretching, balance, and light strength 
training. In fact, doing yoga can provide much 
of the same health benefits one receives in 
physical therapy.

On Tuesday evenings from April 10th 
through June 12th, Eugene Rynkowski will 
again be offering beginning yoga classes in 
the Blue Room. There will be a modest fee of 
$25 for participants that will be split between 
NPC and the North Hills Food Bank. 
Anyone interested in joining for all or a  
part of the time should sign up at the 
Information Counter. 

Questions? Contact Eugene at
 eugeneryoga@yahoo.com.
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Spring Yoga
BY BEN BURKHOLDER




