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PRELUDE CHORUS 
Though He Slay Me

WELCOME
Scripture of the Month:

Jeremiah 17:9

CALL TO WORSHIP
1 Timothy 1:17

WORSHIP THROUGH SINGING
Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

Yesterday, Today, and Forever
Be Unto Your Name 
Though He Slay Me

PRAYER
APOSTLE’S CREED

Children ages 4 through 2nd grade are 
now invited to Children & Worship in Room 207

OFFERTORY
Please sign in all family members 

on the attendance register. First-time visitors 
are asked to fill out the entire form.

MINISTRY HIGHLIGHT
Katie Burke - Mission to Ireland

PRAYER

SONG
We Believe

GREETING

MESSAGE
“Rotten Record, Rotten Heart”

Pastor Dan Hendley

SONG OF RESPONSE
Just As I Am

BENEDICTION

WELCOME TO OUR 
GUESTS 

We are delighted that you have 
chosen to join us today. Stop by the 
Information Counter in the lobby so 
we can greet you and answer any 
of your questions!
Sunday School - 9:00 a.m.
Worship - 10:15 a.m.

The Nursery is for children ages 3 
and under. It is located to your left 
(off the lobby) where quality care 
is provided throughout the entire 
morning. Nursing mothers have 
a special room—please ask the 
nursery workers.
Parents with Children in Worship 
should know that there are 
helpful resources at the Children’s 
Resource Table in the back of 
the Sanctuary.
Today’s Message is available on 
our website (www.northparkepc.
org), via podcast, and CDs are 
available for a fee of $3.00 by 
filling out a request form in the 
church office.
Hearing Aids which are linked to 
our sound system are available. 
If you wish to try one, stop by the 
Information Counter.
Worship Song Sheets Available
We have paper copies of our 
song lyrics available in the back 
of the sanctuary for those who 
have trouble standing or seeing 
the screen.
Prayer Requests Please submit all 
your prayer requests by calling the 
church office at (412) 367-5000 or 
send an email to Janie at: 
janiekoska@northparkepc.org.

Sunday, February 19, 2017

N                   PORTH ARK
Worship Connect Impact

North Park Church Staff
Office Phone: 412-367-5000 + individual extension

Senior Pastor
Assistant Pastor 
Receptionist
Dir. of Children’s Ministry
Dir. of Student Ministry 
Dir. of Music & Worship 
Communications Secretary 
Office Manager
Dir. of Admin. & Connection 
Maintenance 

Dan Hendley
Ben Burkholder 
Janie Koska
Jill Benson
Taylor Brown 
Brooke Hopkins 
Maggie Morgans 
Diana Rush
Mark Sharpnack 
Tom Loar 

Ext. 222
Ext. 224

Ext. 227
Ext. 233
Ext. 231
Ext. 225
Ext. 230
Ext. 223
Ext. 232

danhendley@northparkepc.org
benburkholder@northparkepc.org

janiekoska@northparkepc.org
jillbenson@northparkepc.org

taylorbrown@northparkepc.org
brookehopkins@northparkepc.org

maggiemorgans@northparkepc.org
dianarush@northparkepc.org

marksharpnack@northparkepc.org

 NORTH PARK CHURCH . 600 INGOMAR ROAD . WEXFORD . PA 15090
WWW.NORTHPARKEPC.ORG / FAX: 412-367-9032

OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY-THURSDAY: 8:30 A.M. - 4:00 P.M. / FRIDAY: LIMITED 

North Park ChurCh EldErs
Brian Altmyer                  (412) 492-0425     brianaltmyer@msn.com
John Faber                 (724) 449-2203              jnfaber@juno.com
Andy Kish                  (412) 492-0314         andykish@gmail.com
Grant McKinney                 (412) 398-0308                    grant.parke@gmail.com
Kevin Sanders                 (412) 737-7774                 sanders5cap@gmail.com
Phil Van Sickel                 (412) 953-9525             phvansickel1@hotmail.com

Sunday, February 19
Sunday School
Worship
Katie Burke Ireland Mission (Room 112)
Trekkers (3rd Floor)
Youth Group (3rd Floor)

Monday, February 20
Women’s Precepts (3rd Floor)

Thursday, February 23
Men’s Breakfast (Holsinger Associates, 117 VIP Drive) 

Sunday, February 26
Sunday School
Worship
Safe Families Meeting (Room 112)
Co-Ed Precepts

9:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
11:50 a.m.
4:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

6:30 a.m.

 9:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
11:50 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
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FYI

April Memory Verse:
 

Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that 
God has made Him both Lord and Christ—this Jesus 

whom you crucified.

– Acts 2:36

A PUBLICATION OF NORTH PARK 
EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
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As we get into a new season of nominating officers for our 
church, I am struck by the reality that the decisions we 
make today have consequences well into the future. The 
tragic decay, indeed apostasy, of the mainline Presbyterian, 
Methodist, Lutheran and Episcopal churches, as well as 
their institutions and colleges, can all be traced back to 
decisions made, even at the local church level, to elect 
certain individuals to office who were not called by God 
and were not qualified according to Scripture. Nice, 
respectable persons they likely were – but not men and 
women of God who loved His word and could wisely lead a 
flock toward the Great Shepherd. 

Movement toward apostasy is generally very slow. It is 
incremental. But the reality of it should encourage us to 
prayerfully and cautiously go about the task of finding 
leaders among us to guide our church. The thought that 
North Park Church in 2050 would capitulate to the spirit 
of the age and abandon the gospel is greatly disturbing to 
me. But, so many formerly fine churches have experienced 
that kind of downward spiral. The Lord warns us against 
that very thing in the ancient but living word. In Acts 
28:28f the apostle Paul said this to the elders of Ephesus: 
I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in 
among you, not sparing the flock; 30and from among your own 
selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the 
disciples after them. 31Therefore be alert. 

More than the ministries that we begin, change or cancel, 
what will shape the long-term condition of our church 
is the process of nominating and electing leaders. This is 
where the enemy often finds success and where we must be 
vigilant and faithful, with an eye toward what NPC will be 
in 2050, 2080 and beyond – as long as the Lord tarries. 

Pastor’s 
Corner
 BY DAN HENDLEY
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Did you know that NOAH HENRY MUNGER was born to MARK and JESS on March 19….  

MURDOCK BROWN has been adopted into the family of Taylor and Kate…..that the HOPKINS  

and HENDLEYS are grandparents once again….that ants will not cross a white chalk line….  

that ANDY KISH, BRIAN ALTMYER, DAN SHERWIN and GAIL NELSON were elected to serve on  

our nominating committee for 2017….that JONATHAN HOLT is about to start a new position  

with the US Postal Service….that MYRTLE CORBIN of Texas had four legs and gave birth to  

five children….that SAM BUIRGE and JEREMIAH ZEMET lead a boy’s Bible study….that JOHN  
                                                                                   and  DEB HOLT are heading to  

                                         Hong Kong this month to speak to 

Chinese believers about                 home-schooling….that EDWARD  
MORDAKE had a                                                                                                               face on the back of his 

head that could                                                                                                                not speak or eat,  

but was able to move its eyes and cry…. that we will not be holding our annual Good Friday  

men’s breakfast this year….that April 30 will be our first ever“ LOVE OUR KIDS” Sunday….that  

the GETTYS will be in concert at Memorial Park on April 30….that WILLIAM COBB of Macon,  

Georgia lost 570 pounds in three years and reduced his waistline from 101 to 44…..that  

SHARON HENDLEY runs a home-cleaning business (call 724-759-5721)…..that JEFFand  

KAYLEIGH LAYDEN are planning a three-week tour of Europe this summer….that the finest 

paint-brushes are made from the eyelashes of camels….that BILL HARGEST does the PowerPoint 

slides to go with Sunday sermons…..that several NPC ladies participate in a monthly book-club  

gathering at the church….that KELLY LAIRD is a Duke fan….that WILSON KETTLE died at 102, 

leaving 11 children, 65 grandchildren, 201 great grand-children, and 305 great-great  

grandchildren for a grand total of 582 living descendants….that those who read the FYI  

have 21% more living descendants than those who do not? 

Did you know these things? I thought you should. 

Did You 
   Know? 

BY DAN HENDLEY
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Compass: Passover Seder
APRIL 13, 6:00-7:45 P.M. 
IN THE BLUE ROOM (SEE PAGE 10)

Beautify Our Kitchen
APRIL 21 & 22 9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.
KITCHEN (SEE PAGE 9)

Officer Nominations 
OPEN APRIL 2 – MAY 7 (SEE PAGE 11)

APRIL 2017 AT NPC

Spring Week of Prayer
APRIL 10 – 14, 6:30-7:15 A.M. (NPC)

We have set aside the week before Easter, beginning April 10  
as a special week of worship and prayer. In addition to the 
other events that week, we will be holding special prayer 
meetings at the church Monday through Thursday from 6:30-
7:15 a.m. Please join us when you can. When you cannot, use 
the prayer guide for this special week to join with your church 
family in expressing our dependence on God and our longing 
for His kingdom. 

North Park Encounter
APRIL 9, 5:00-8:00 P.M. (NPC)

The next opportunity to get a crash course on our church  
and begin the membership process will be Sunday evening, 
April 9, as Pastor Hendley offers another North Park 
Encounter. The Encounter will run from 5:00-8:00 p.m., 

Easter Services
APRIL 16, 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.

Plan to join us and invite a friend to an Easter worship 
celebration on April 16. We will have no Sunday School that 
day but will hold worship services at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. 
Nursery and Children & Worship will be provided for both 
services. If you can assist with Nursery for one of the two 
services contact Jill Benson at jillbenson@northparkepc.org 
or call her at (412) 367-500, ext. 227 ASAP.

Into The Buddhist Mind
APRIL 1, 5:30-7:30 P.M. 
IN THE BLUE ROOM

with a free meal provided. A fast-moving, enjoyable evening 
is our guarantee. The class is designed for adults 16 and over, 
but all ages may come. Childcare is provided. For more info 
or to sign up write to Dan at danhendley@northparkepc.org 
or sign up at the Information Counter in the lobby.
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Youth Group Schedule for April
6:30-8:30 P.M.
Youth Group 

7:00-8:30 P.M.
High School 
Small Groups 
(church)
Middle School 
Girls’ Group 
(Wu’s)

7:00-8:15 P.M.
Middle School 
Boys’ Group
(Fairfield’s)

2  
5 

6 

6:30-8:30 P.M.
Youth Group

NO Youth Group
due to Easter 

7:00-8:30 P.M.
High School 
Small Groups 
(church)
Middle School 
Girls’ Group 
(Wu’s)

9 
16 
19 

20 

23 

30

7:00-8:15 P.M. 
Middle School 
Boys’ Group 
(Fairfield’s)

11:45 A.M.-12:45 P.M.
Italian Cooking for 
Christ Fundraiser
6:30-8:30 P.M.
Youth Group

6:30-8:30 P.M.
Youth Group

Italian Cooking for Christ
APRIL 23, 11:45 A.M.-12:45 P.M.

After service on April 23, we will be holding our annual 
fundraiser lunch to help raise money for the youth group’s 
summer mission trip to Providence, RI. During the lunch, 
we will be auctioning off items and gift baskets that were 
donated by local businesses and church members. In years 
past, we’ve auctioned off Steelers’ tickets, a week-long stay 
at a condo in St. Pete, a football signed by Antonio Brown, 
and much more! If you are interested in donating an item, 
gift card, or gift basket to our silent auction, please email 
Taylor at taylorbrown@northparkepc.org or drop off your 
donation at our table in the lobby. You can sign up to 
attend this fundraiser in the lobby after service. You can 
buy tickets at the door on the day of the fundraiser but 
please sign up as soon as possible so we know how many 
people to expect. Tickets for this event are $10 a person 
or $40 for a family of four or more. This lunch is a key 
component to our student’s raising money for their trip so 
we would greatly appreciate any support you can show!

5



MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS

Earlier this year I had the privilege of volunteering for a 
month at Memorial Christian Hospital in Bangladesh. 
Bangladesh is a poor, overcrowded, Muslim country, a place 
where the needs far outweigh the means to provide for 
them. Serving in Bangladesh is hard. The country is dirty 
and overcrowded. The people who come to the hospital 
are often very sick, and the resources to care for them 
are limited. The work is never easy in Bangladesh, but I 
had great joy in serving there. The joy was not in what I 
could do in this poor place, but what God is doing. God is 
working in Bangladesh.

It can be hard to serve in a Muslim country. There are 
restrictions on sharing the good news; yet God is not to be 
restricted. When a 13 year old girl came in hemorrhaging 
from her menstrual period and spent a week with us as 
we tried to control and diagnose her bleeding, she and her 
mother had many chances to hear the truth… watching the 
Jesus film, talking to our local workers, reading books.  The 
good news was planted. God is working in Bangladesh.  

It can be hard to provide medical care in a low resource 
country. Many times I felt inadequate for the work before 
me. I was honored to use my skills, but humbled because 
often my skills were not enough. People are really sick. The 
surgeries are hard. There are no consultants to call on for 
input. Babies die. But somehow in the midst of this there is 
joy. There is opportunity to show the love of Christ. There is 
the chance to realize that I am just a tool, an empty vessel. 
Without Christ I am nothing.  Sometimes people who 
shouldn’t get better do get better. Sometimes people who 
come to the hospital for physical needs find the Provision 
for their great spiritual need. God is working in Bangladesh.

It can be hard to serve in a dangerous country. In July 
2016 terrorists bombed a café in the capital city of Dhaka, 
Bangladesh. No longer is this small country off the radar. 

In some ways the terrorist event of last year has resulted in 
further restrictions in the work of the gospel. When five of 
us went to visit the children in the Chittagong Hill tracts, 
we were escorted by eight policemen, a direct result of last 
year’s tragedy. Supposedly they were there to protect us, but 
being escorted by the police meant restrictions on our work 
and words and ministry. We had to act like tourists since 
that was the only reason we were allowed to even visit the 
area. Yet God is working. Hundreds of poor children live in 
the hostels and receive education and Bible teaching. God 
is not to be restricted. One foreign worker shared how a 
village had resisted having anyone come and preach prior 
to the events of last year. After the terrorist attack, they said 
“Please come.” God is not to be restricted. God is working 
in Bangladesh.

Many of you prayed for me during my time in Bangladesh, 
and for this I am so very thankful. Please continue to pray 
for the people of Bangladesh. They desperately need Jesus.  
Five times a day the Muslim call to prayer is broadcast from 
the minarets, but the truth of Jesus is going forth as well, 
not via a loudspeaker five times a day, but in the hearts of 
people. In one of the poorest and overcrowded countries in 
the world, God is working.

God is working 
in Bangladesh
 BY CHRIS CIRUCCI
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Blankets for 
Refugees Update

BY BEN BURKHOLDER
Thank you, North Park Church, for your generosity 
and support of Ryan and Kelly's work among refugees. 
Altogether we raised $4,770, which will allow them to 
continue the blanket project for the rest of the 2016-2017 
winter season!

Here is a note from Kelly regarding the impact of this 
ministry on the refugees:

"Dear Friends,
Thank you so much for your generous contributions to 
our work with the Blanket Project. I wanted to share a few 
short stories to give you an idea of the personal impact 
we are seeing on some of the ladies we work with. At one 
of our group meetings, one of the ladies kept smiling 
and finally said, "Haven't you noticed my new coat?" We 
said, "Wow, yes, that's very nice." (It was an old coat that 
she had bought at a second-hand store for about $5.) She 
then explained to us that when they fled the war four years 
before, it had been summer and so she had no coat with 
her. And every year, as any mother does, she saw to her 
children's needs first. Because of the blanket project and 
the money she earned, this was the first year that she had 
$5 to buy herself an old coat. And she wore that old coat 

with such pride and dignity. Another lady bought herself 
and a daughter a woodstove to heat their room. And yet 
another, sat quietly crying while she worked her yarn and 
told me that without the work, without "the wool in her 
hands" she would spend all her time thinking about her 
children's future, about the things she had seen, about 
loved ones who had died, about her own aches and pains. 
She said that with "the wool in her hands" she could stop 
thinking about all that for a while. You all have been a 
big part of this. Your contributions will cover more than 
a month of our program. In addition, to helping to meet 
the needs of these ladies, you are helping to give us the 
opportunity to meet with them, to know and love them, 
to share with them and to pray. I can definitely say that 
this project has been as much a blessing to those of us 
working it, as it has been to the women involved. Again, 
I thank you."

On behalf of the missions committee, we are thankful 
for your generosity, which has allowed us as a church 
to continue making an Impact. These donations have 
offered both a tangible, physical need and given them an 
opportunity to share the life-changing message of Jesus.  
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VBS 2017: 
Galactic Starveyors
Registration for Galactic Starveyors is OPEN! 

BY SHELLY MCGLOTHLIN
Some people will be excited to get a week of “childcare” 
for $35 (junior camp) or $45 (senior camp).  

Some people will be enticed by the ‘’extras” like 
our new Carnegie Science Center activity or the 
trampoline park, and some people will be excited 
about fellowship time with other believers.  

Perhaps all of the above motivations apply, and that’s 
ok. Let’s get kids registered for camp!  

Our prayer for VBS is that God will work in the  
life of each camper and draw each child to Himself 
throughout the week. God meets us where we are. 
Don’t assume your unchurched neighbor will say no 
or that your friend will be attending VBS at his/her 
home church. Just ask.

Invite people to VBS. Be contagious in your excitement 
for camp and for Christ. If cost or transportation is 
a roadblock to your guest, offer a ride to and from 
camp or explain that our church offers scholarships for 
families in need of financial assistance.

Pray about who God would have you invite. Then, do 
it! You never know what impact that invitation will 
have on a child—on earth or in eternity.

TO REGISTER: 
visit http://northparkepc.org/vbs/register 
Payment and registrations can both be 
submitted online.  

All campers will enjoy a morning schedule that 
includes theme-based, Gospel-centered Bible, 
missions, craft, recreation and squad time.  

After lunch, senior campers will continue the fun 
with an off-site trip to Get Air trampoline park, 
an astronomy activity from the Carnegie Science 
Center’s “Science-on-the-Road” program, an 
additional elective (for a total of three electives  
this year!), and the traditional water and track and 
field days.  

THROUGH ALL OF THESE ACTIVITIES, 
TWO POINTS WILL BE REINFORCED:

1.  God who created everything wants                 
    a personal relationship with us!

2. Our “Mission Possible” is to take the  
    good news of God’s great love to             
    the ends of the earth!

HERE IS YOUR MISSION, SHOULD YOU 
CHOOSE TO ACCEPT IT:
Invite someone.  
VBS provides a great opportunity to reach out 
to unchurched neighbors, friends, coworkers and 
classmates. We spend time singing, playing games, 
making crafts, and enjoying ourselves, all while 
learning about God’s love for each of us.  

Some people will be excited to send their children to 
camp so they can learn more about Jesus through a 
creative theme like Galactic Starveyors.

CHANGES TO EXPECT THIS YEAR FOR 
VBS 2017:

t     All campers and their families are now           

        eligible for a family maximum of $100          

        when registering. The cost of VBS should not  

        become restrictive for larger families, and it  

        is our hope that this change will be a  

        blessing to our congregation and the  

        guests we choose to invite. Make sure to  

        share this change as you invite families with  

        multiple campers.

t     Senior Camp is excited to present “Science  

        on the Road” programs entitled “Rockets”  

        and “Robots vs. Humans.” Instead of traveling  

        to go bowling, this year we’ll be bringing  

        in the Carnegie Science Center to present  

        these exciting topics to our campers. Both  

        programs include hands-on experiments  

        and the opportunity to tie into our  

        curriculum—God is our Creator! We are made  

        in His image—certainly not robots! And He  

        has given us creative abilities, too!  

t     Senior campers may choose three electives.  

        In order to more fully make use of our  

        Lifeway curriculum in the morning, we’ll be  

        adding a craft/recreation rotation—three  

        days of recreation and two days of craft, in  

        addition to Bible, Mission and Squad Time.  

        This moves electives to the afternoon and  

        allows kids to choose from three of our  

        exciting options. Thank you, electives  

        volunteers, for making this possible!
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Over the next year, the Deacon Hospitality Team will be 
working to beautify our kitchen. We will be undertaking 
lots of general cleanup, some small repair projects, painting, 
updating appliances, and other various minor improvements. 
All of these smaller projects will add up to one big beautiful 
kitchen in which to work. 

A clean, more useful kitchen for our church body and 
congregational events will enhance and support our 
current ministries such as:

t     Monthly Compass Ministry dinners
t     Women's Connection events, including the    
      Christmas Tea
t     Vacation Bible School Luncheon

It will also benefit other groups such as Community Bible 
Study and Blackburn Study Center and it will provide 
future opportunities for us to use and enjoy our kitchen. 
Our existing kitchen provides great structure and will be the 
foundation upon which we create our Kitchen 2.0 version.  
For many years, our kitchen has seen a lot of use, and now it is 
time for it to receive some much needed tender loving care. 

This will be done in phases, the first of which is general 
cleaning. We need to remove the built-up dirt, grime and 
kitchen grease from our sinks, counters, cabinets (inside and 
out), walls, floors, and appliances. This requires lots of elbow 
grease and we are counting on you.

On Friday, we will wash all dishes and kitchen items and 
put them in the Blue Room. On Saturday we will tackle 
the kitchen itself. Then the clean items and dishes will be 
returned for more organized, user-friendly access. 

Please join us. Remember to bring your gloves, your favorite 
bucket and scrub brush, and 5-10 of your closest friends! We 
will also have cleaning supplies on hand. And a lunch team 
will take care of preparing lunch for us. So, come, help  
us beautify our kitchen!

Beautify  
Our Kitchen 
Work Day
Sponsored by your Diaconate's 
Hospitality Team
FRIDAY   APRIL 21, 9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.
SATURDAY   APRIL 22, 9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.
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Childcare will be available for children 0-3. Please be sure 
to feed them before coming. For children 4 years old to 2nd 
grade (traditionally in Children in Worship), they will have 
a separate program for the first half hour, but they will join 
the adults when the eating commences and for the rest of 
the evening's program.  

WHEN:  Thursday, April 13, 6:00-7:45 p.m.

WHERE:  Multi-Purpose Room 
                 (i.e. “Blue Room”)

COST:  $8 per adult and $4 per child

APRIL COMPASS

Coming to a church near you on Thursday, April 13, North 
Park Church will be holding a Passover Seder that you 
won't want to miss. The evening will feature a partially 
catered dinner, traditional Passover practices of both ancient 
and modern origins, and an engaging explanation of the 
meal and its symbolism by our very own Len Siger. Space, 
unfortunately, will be limited so be sure to sign up early.  

To help cover the costs for the meal, we will be selling meal 
tickets in the church lobby on the Sundays preceding the 
event (see the costs below). Please stop by the table in the 
lobby to pay in advance. 
 

Compass: 
Passover Seder
Coming to a church near you on Thursday, April 13, 
North Park Church will be holding a Passover Seder 
that you won’t want to miss.
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Once again we have the opportunity as a church body to 
work with the Head of our church to select those who are 
being called to serve in church office. As Presbyterians 
we look to elect qualified persons for the office of elder 
and deacon. Elders are those who govern and shepherd 
the members of the church. Deacons lead in key areas 
of service: mercy, maintenance and hospitality. Scripture 
describes both positions and the qualifications for each 
in I Timothy 3. Please read this portion of God’s word 
carefully and pray about those who come to mind as 
qualified candidates. You do not need to speak with the 
nominee ahead of time. Just submit your nomination on the 
appropriate form in the box at the Information Counter. 
Your elders will filter the nominations, train potential 
nominees, interview them carefully and present a slate for 
election in late August. 

YOUR CURRENT RULING ELDERS (6) ARE:

Grant McKinney, Kevin Sanders, Brian Altmyer, Phil 
Van Sickel, John Faber, and Andy Kish. 
Of these, Grant McKinney is serving an expiring term 
and must be re-nominated and elected if he is to continue 
to serve. Our Session has determined to limit the active 
Session to nine ruling elders. This means that going into 
this election season we have four open spots that may 
be filled.

YOUR CURRENT DEACONS (10) ARE: 

Nicole Bright, Gail Nelson, Dan Sherwin, Chad Morley, 
Beth Morley, Stacy Tessaro, Pat Hargest, Rachel 
Sharpnack, Terry Meeneghan, and Susan Meeneghan. 

Of these, the terms for both Morleys, both Meeneghans 
and Stacy Tessaro are expiring. They will rotate off the 
diaconate unless re-nominated and re-elected.  We are open 
to the addition of several new deacons as the Lord leads. 

NORTH PARK ELDERS ARE EXPECTED TO: 
t     Be engaged in a NPC small group or   
         equivalent both prior to and during     
       his active season as an elder.

t     Have a recognizable area of service 
   in the church prior to becoming  
        an elder.

t     Be available to attend at least two-        
       thirds of anticipated session meetings.

t     Be a male adult member in good  
       standing. 

NORTH PARK DEACONS ARE EXPECTED TO: 
t     Be a male or female adult member in  
       good standing.

t     Have a history of service in the church  
       prior to becoming a deacon.

t     Be available to attend at least two- 
       thirds of anticipated deacon meetings.

Officer Nominations
Open April 2 – May 7
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Signups for the All-Church Retreat 
May 19 – 21 are off to a great start! The Team 
has been working hard encouraging people 
to attend and planning a fantastic weekend! 

t     There will be children’s activities while we have     
        our sessions. Children will join us singing 
        worship songs then leave during the lecture and   
        Small Group time.

t     A nursery will be provided during session time.

t     In order to cut down on staffing, all adults are     
        asked to volunteer for one hour during the  
        weekend. Sign up early at the registration table  
        to get your first choice of available slots.

t     Each adult is to bring one food item. This will   
         include items for the campfires, breakfasts,    
         or snacks. Please sign up for one item at the  
         registration table.

t     You have the option of eating a continental    
         breakfast at the Solar House or eating a hot    
         breakfast at the Dining Hall for $8.50 per person  
         each breakfast.

t     Camping is available. $20 per night with no   
         hook-up
    – $24 per night with water and electric  
                   hook-up
    – $30 per night for RV hook-up
    – The bathhouse is available for their use   
       which includes showers. 

t     Meals in the dining hall are $8.50 for breakfast,    
        $11.00 for lunch, and $13.50 for dinner for adults  
        and half price for children 4-11.  

t     Everyone is invited to join us for a continental   
        breakfast at the Solar House. 

t     If you would like to have a roommate, check the      
         list at the registration table for other singles.

t     There is a great recreation building with  
         basketball courts, a pool table, and many other   
         activities.  

t     Laurelville has some of the prettiest hiking trails   
         in the Laurel Highlands area, including a cave!

t     With a whole afternoon of free time, you are   
         welcome to just relax and take a nap!

t     If you like sports, you won’t want to miss the all   
        church Kick Ball game Saturday after lunch!

t     If you like to laugh, you won’t want to miss the    
        skits Saturday night!

t     An All-Church retreat is a great place to really   
        get to know people that you don’t usually get a       
        chance to talk to on Sunday morning!

t     Learning and discussing biblical truths while in  
        God’s creation is uplifting!

t     Bonnie George builds a great campfire!

t     Keep in mind, if you don’t have time for a meal    
        Friday night, we will have hot dogs at the   
        campfire.

t     You can donate to or request assistance from our  
        scholarship fund.

t     The hardest part of going on a retreat is usually  
         leaving the mountaintop experience!

Any questions?  Contact one of the Team 
Planning members 

Joyce & Andy Kish

Lisa Arnold 

Adam Bright

Jen Burkholder  

Beth Hendley

Norma Lamperski

Rachel Sharpnack

Dick & Sandy Skillen,  

Amber Stites  

Joe Wanninger

NPC All-Church Retreat
HERE IS SOME ADDITIONAL INFORMATION TO HELP YOU DECIDE TO JOIN US:

* Lunch on Saturday will be in the Dining Hall     
  and NOT the Solar House12



Family of the 
Month - Rowans
BY KELLY LAIRD

FAMILY OF THE MONTH

I have the best job! Each month, I get to interview and 
know people here at North Park Church via the Family 
of the Month articles. This month, I’m going to introduce 
you to two people “new to me” and hopefully you’ll enjoy 
getting to know too! Meet the Rowans!

Paul and Jean Rowan actually grew up on the same street 
but didn’t really know each other, thanks to her brother 
“hiding her away” from his friends. Here’s their story. Paul 
was born in Akron, Ohio, moved to Cincinnati, and then 
onto the suburbs of New York City, before landing in 
Pittsburgh to begin high school. Jean was born in Hibbing, 
Minnesota where her father worked for US Steel in the 
taconite mines of the Mesabi iron ore range. Jean moved 
with her family to Nassau, Bahamas at an early age, and 
then to Pittsburgh in junior high school. Becoming friends 
with Jean’s older brother Dan, Paul and Dan worked 
together at West View Park at age fifteen and were both 
on the North Allegheny soccer team in its nascent seasons 
through their senior year. Dan was protective of his sister, 
so Paul and Jean did not meet until much later after 
graduating from high school. Dan somehow kept all of 
his buddies from meeting Jean. Still, as it turned out, Jean 
and Paul were both aware of each other’s existence, and 
evidently with some mutual, but undeclared, interest. One 
summer when home from college in Michigan, and having 
a day off from work, Paul noticed Jean washing her car 
in front of the family home. Dan, being in the Merchant 
Marine Academy, was out to sea. Paul decided to “lend 
assistance” to the car washing operations and that was the 
first time Paul and Jean met and subsequently went on a 
first date. What a great story!

The rest of the story is just as interesting. This couple 
eventually married and have one daughter, Janet Wheeler 
Rowan, who lives with them currently until she and her 
fiance’ marry this coming August. They also share their 
house right now with Janet’s dog Louie.

Professionally, this couple is well-qualified! Jean is a 
Nurse Practitioner at UPMC Oakland, where she serves 
primarily the needs of lung transplant and general 
pulmonary patients. Paul is a founder of Windurance 
LLC beginning in 2000 and serves as the Director 
of Engineering. With offices in Moon Township and 
manufacturing operations in Oil City, Windurance 
designs and builds servo electric blade pitch actuator 
components and systems used on utility scale and 
community scale wind turbines. These involve real-time 
embedded computer controls and power conversion 
electronics for servo mechanism control. They have both 
attended multiple universities and colleges and would 
enjoy telling you about them.

When not working, you can find Paul and Jean involved 
in a variety of activities. They both serve on the usher team 
here at NPC.  They lead a core group at CBS on Monday 
nights. Both Paul and Jean work both at the office and 
at home. Jean is an active swimmer and Paul plays tennis 
and guitar. They enjoy using the Baierl YMCA’s facilities. 
During the summer, you can find them sailboat or bike 
riding downtown.

Jean and Paul have been attending North Park Church 
since about 2012, after the suggestion that they would 
appreciate the preaching of the pastor at NPC, which they 
do! Jean’s favorite scripture passage is Psalm 55:6, “Oh, 
that I had the wings of a dove! I would fly away and be at 
rest.” From her days in the Bahamas, she was especially 
fond of the song by the same name, never realizing 
until much later that is was based on that Psalm. Paul’s 
is a combination of two verses - Jeremiah 17:8 “Like a 
tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the 
stream…”, and Psalm 62:6 which says, “I shall not be 
moved.” I hope you enjoyed getting to know this couple 
from Ingomar, Paul and Jean Rowan!
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Repeat signs came about when composers became too 
lazy to write out the same passage a second time, so they 
invented this symbol (quite accidentally, when Robert 
Lowry inadvertently sneezed while typing out Fanny 
Crosby’s lyrics on that newfangled machine, the typewriter, 
in 1860. Rather than owning up to his mistake, he cleverly 
claimed it was a simpler way to repeat the chorus. Ok, I 
made all that up).

When musicians see this sign, they know to go back and 
re-perform everything within its boundaries. Occasionally, 
musicians will miss the sign, much like a third base coach 
putting up his hands for the runner to stop and not round 
third and head for home. The musician might plow on 
ahead into the next section all by himself, while the rest 
of the orchestra obediently went back for the repeat. 
Maybe that’s what happened to the 3rd trombonist in the 
community band concert who asked the 2nd trombonist, 
“What piece are we playing next?” The other replied, “The 
Stars and Stripes Forever.” Our confused hero: “That’s what 
I just got done playing!” 

So, with this article’s title we would read, “rest assured: rest 
assured.” See how it works? What might it mean? Well, we 
can “rest assured” (have confidence; not fret) that the future 

||: Rest Assured :||
BY BROOKE HOPKINS

is completely in God’s hands (i.e., the “rest” of history is 
“assured” based on our faith in His sovereign decree and 
biblical promises). As an aside, when I tell our wonderful 
bass player, Chris Bedford, to “fret not,” he gets out his 
Fender Fretless and wails away. Without a worry, 
mind you.

Also, and to our great joy, we can “rest assured” that our 
“rest” is “assured.” We have an assurance of salvation 
because of the finished work of Christ on the cross. 
Romans 8:1 assures us that there is no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus, and Hebrews 4 tells us that 
the promise of entering His rest still stands, and it awaits 
those of us who believe. But when the guilt of sin raises 
doubt and fear in our hearts, even the strongest of us can 
sometimes question our eternal future. God’s Word, along 
with great hymns of the faith, bring encouragement: 
“When darkness seems to hide His face; I rest in His 
unchanging grace.” “Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 
into every troubled breast; let us all in Thee inherit, let us 
find Thy promised rest.” Because of the cross, “My faith 
has found a resting place—not in device nor creed: I trust 
the ever-living One—His wounds for me shall plead.” 
“In the cross, in the cross (could have used the repeat 
sign there!), be my glory ever; ‘til my raptured soul shall 
find rest beyond the river.” “Stayed upon Jehovah, hearts 
are fully blest; finding as He promised, perfect peace and 
rest.” “When shall I reach that happy place, and be forever 
blessed; where shall I see my Father’s face, and in His 
bosom rest.” So, have faith, sing on, and rest. Assured.

We have an assurance of 
salvation because of the 

finished work of Christ on 
the cross. 

“
”

ARTICLE OF FAITH
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