
August Memory Verse:
 

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God 
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

– Romans 6:23
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CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING

Plan to stay an extra hour after Worship on Sunday, August 26 for our 
annual Congregational Meeting where we will have election of officers, 
approval of Senior Pastor’s salary, presentation of the budget and more. 

The nursery will stay open during meeting. Young children can join in.
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Did you know that HEATHER SCHOGREN has just been hired as our new 

Communications Designer....that Heather is a 22 year-old graduate of 

N.A. and the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee....that her terrific 

predecessor, ASHLEY GLESSNER, is due to have her first baby in 

September....that bamboo is the fastest growing plant and can grow 2 

inches per hour....that CAROL NELSON, daughter of GAIL was married July 

12....that the MIKHAELS just celebrated the 30th anniversary of their 

wedding which was attended by more than 800 in Cairo....that only one 

in a thousand sea turtles survive to adulthood....that newlywed TRENTON 

VAN OSS was hired to work for SCOTUS nominee Brett Kavanaugh in D.C. but 

may never get to....that Trenton also never got to work for Neil Gorsuch 

who hired him two years ago....that the average cow generates 20,000 

lbs. of manure in a year....that the average dairy cow produces 200,000 

glasses of milk, while drinking 30 gallons of water a day....that CHRIS 

& ANNETTE WU are moving into a bigger townhome and will rent out their 

old one to son Wesley Uhler who is moving back this way with his wife, 

Morgan....that an English Mastiff gave birth to a record 24 puppies in one 

litter in 2004....that we will hold an after worship Hymn Sing on August 

5.... that we begin our school year Sunday schedule on September 9....

that it is impossible to tickle yourself....that PHIL VAN SICKEL is 

a descendant of Abe Lincoln....that MARGE STAUFFER is a descendant of 

Mary Todd Lincoln....that ELAINE LONGJOHN is a descendant of Benjamin 

Franklin....that it is illegal to clean your car with used underwear 

in San Francisco....that DAVID WILLIAMS is a descendant of Jonathan 

Edwards....that BROOKE HOPKINS is a descendant of Charlemagne....that 

KIM HAYTOCK is a descendant of Philip Doddridge, the hymn writer....that 

a record tomato plant grew to a height of 65 feet....that those who read 

the FYI grow 9% higher than those who don’t? Did you know these things? 

I thought you should. 

Did You Know?
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Exciting Next Step for Kitchen Improvements!
By: Terry Meeneghan

During February, many were watching their TV 
screens as Olympic athletes who had been training 
hard for years competed in their respective events. It 
was exciting to see the athletes cross the finish line 
and witness the celebrations around their victories. 
At NPC we have had many hard-working volunteers 
supporting the renovation and improvement of our 
kitchen facilities to better support ministries in the 
Blue Room auditorium. You have an opportunity to 
help us cross our own finish line.

It all started last April when a group of over 30 
volunteers worked hard over a 2 day period to take 
all the utensils out of the kitchen, clean and sanitize 
them, and reorganize all the drawers, counters, 
cabinets, and shelves to make the kitchen more 
functional. The next step involved dozens of workers 
who grabbed buckets, scrub brushes and even steam 
power-washers to scrub down and sanitize all the 
walls, floors, range hoods, cabinets, and counters. The 
brown water dumped down the drains demonstrated 
how much their efforts had accomplished and how 
much dirt was successfully removed. Next came the 
challenging task to take on the floor. It took a lot of 
work over several days as old wax was stripped off, 
the floors were scrubbed, and a new coat of wax was 
applied to protect the cleaned floors. 

Old ranges that had provided many years of service 
and had outlasted their functional life were replaced 
with three new commercial-grade ranges that 
greatly improve the quantity and quality of food 
that can be provided for ministry events. Next came 
much-needed electrical improvements. New outlets, 
new conduit runs, and new electrical circuits were 
installed over a period of weeks that can successfully 
support all the crock pots, electric roasters, and 
electric coffee makers required to support a Blue 
Room ministry dinner. New LED overhead lights 
replaced the old fluorescent lights to make the 
kitchen much brighter and more functional. The 
generous efforts of our volunteers provided needed 
improvements that would have cost many thousands 
of dollars if provided by contractors.

As we near the finish line, the next step is to put a fresh 
coat of paint on the kitchen. The effort will require 
several categories of work activities and many volunteers 
with varying kinds of skills. 

• Finish Carpentry Volunteers: If you have woodworking  
   skills, there is a built-in floor to ceiling wooden shelf 
   unit that needs moldings and other improvements to 
   finish it off. There is also a wooden cabinet with much 
   wasted space that could be tapped into.

• Installation Volunteers: Stainless steel panels from 
   the former range hood system, taken down when the 
   kitchen was steam-cleaned, need to be reinstalled 
   along the back wall. Two volunteers who are familiar 
   with sheet metal screw fasteners could probably 
   complete this job in one day.

• Wall Scrubbing Volunteers: To ensure the paint 
   adheres to the walls and provides years of service, the 
   walls and wooden cabinets will need to be scrubbed 
   with a special cleaning solution. Many volunteers will 
   be required for this important task to reach our goal of 
   completing the work in one weekend.

• Wall Painting Volunteers: A primer coat and one to 
   two finish coats will be required to provide an updated, 
   fresh clean look. The walls, range hood areas, and 
   wooden cabinets will all be painted. Given the extent 
   of the work and the required level of effort, the 
   task will be broken down into reasonably sized areas. 
   Volunteers are needed who have a steady hand for 
   brush edging, who have skills with a paint roller, who 
   work well on a ladder near the ceiling, and those who 
   prefer to keep their feet on the floor.

The work schedule will need to work around Blue 
Room events and can be flexible to accommodate to the 
availability of volunteers. If you are interested in helping 
Team NPC cross the finish line on the kitchen project, 
contact Terry Meeneghan, Deacon and Building and 
Grounds Team member, at (412) 364-1840. 
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Family of the Month
Arnold

BY KELLY LAIRD

FAMILY OF THE MONTH

Say hello to Bob, Lisa, Will, Elizabeth and Rebecca. 
Bob is a manufacturer’s representative for Arnold 
& Associates and has been since he graduated 
from college in 1982. Lisa has worked as the office 
manager (very part time) since 2007. Their office is 
in their home. Lisa grew up in McCandless, about 
two miles from where they live. She graduated from 
N.A. and Duquesne. She went to paralegal school in 
Philadelphia, moved back to Pittsburgh, and worked 
at a law and investment firm until they had Will. Bob 
grew up in Jamestown, NY. He went to Grove City 
College, moved to Pittsburgh after graduation and 
has lived here since. They’ve lived in McCandless 
since 2007. 

Lisa and Bob have a great “How did you meet?” story! 
In Lisa’s words, “We met at Kinko’s on McKnight 
Road in 1994. Bob was there photocopying work 
papers. I was there photocopying a Bible study that I 
was leading for high school girls. My copy machine 
jammed and Bob came over to help me out. We 
started talking and realized we had a few mutual 
church friends.” He asked her out and they were 
married thirteen months later in September of 1995.

Bob and Lisa are both involved in ministry at the 
church. Here since May 2013, Lisa volunteers with 
VBS each year and in the nursery. She also worked 
together with Bob in youth ministry for twenty-two 
years at another church. Bob has worked in Youth 
Ministry for almost thirty-four years. He currently 
works as a Youth Leader at NPC. He works with the 
high-school students on Sunday night and has led the 
High School Sunday School for the last three years. 
Mentoring, discipling, and investing in high school 
students is one of Bob’s greatest joys.    

Bob and Lisa have three great kids too. Will is 20. 
He works for Jason’s Deli as a delivery driver. He is 
very active at Amplify Church in the Strip District. 
Elizabeth is 17 and is a senior at Eden Christian 

Academy. She plays on the varsity girls’ volleyball team. 
Eden has a co-op with Vincentian Academy for fast 
pitch softball and Elizabeth plays on that team too. 
She also has played for the North Hills Warpath Travel 
Fast Pitch Softball Team since 2015 as a pitcher. She 
hopes to play softball in college. Rebecca is a 6th grader 
at Eden Christian Academy. She enjoys basketball and 
volleyball. Bob has coached Elizabeth in softball since 
2009. He is the Varsity Softball coach for Vincentian 
Academy and the head coach of the North Hills 
Warpath Travel 16U Fast Pitch Softball Team. He has 
also coached middle school volleyball and elementary 
basketball at Eden Christian Academy, coaching 
Rebecca’s basketball team this past winter. The last two 
members of the family are Pacer and Dakota. These 
are their dogs, a Beagle mix and Australian Shepherd/
Dachshund mix, adopted in the last few years.   

The Arnolds are in a care group. Their care group 
consists of the Laydens, their parents, and other 
longtime friends from another church. They’ve been 
meeting together since 2011. Please pray for the Arnold 
family, that they will continue to make an impact for 
Christ in all of the different areas that they serve.
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A Tribal Missions Experience Made Easy!
Wayumi Weekend Retreat

  By: Ben Burkholder

Have you ever wondered what it was like to be a tribal 
missionary, braving the difficulties of jungle living? Or what it’s 
like to tell people who have no access to modern appliances and 
gadgets about Jesus? You can now have that experience without 
ever leaving our great state of Pennsylvania! 

On October 19-21, we are going to be taking a group from 
our church to have a simulated missionary experience in 
northcentral Pennsylvania. We will be leaving from the church 
on Friday, October 19 at 2:00 p.m. and returning on Sunday, 
October 21 by 5:00 p.m. As a part of the simulation, you will get 
to walk through a mock tribal village, converse with the villagers, 
and hear from experienced missionaries about the painstaking 
efforts they take to present the Gospel in the people’s own 
language. Your view of missionaries will never be the same!

Travel costs to and from will be covered, but there is a registration cost 
of $79 for those 13 and older ($35 for those under 13), which can be 
paid at sign up or at the location. Lodging will be in twin beds, in dorm 
style apartments. Please bring a sleeping bag or your own bedding. 
Meals will be eaten there together.  

Are you wondering if this would be a great experience for your children? 
Since there will be periods of lecture mixed with other cultural 
experiences, the weekend is recommended for those second grade 
or older.  

Questions? Contact Pastor Ben at 
benburkholder@northparkepc.org 

You can also go to the following website: 
https://ethnos360.org/mission-trips/wayumi/weekend-retreats

Sign up in the lobby or email Pastor Ben at your earliest convenience 
as space is limited and will fill up quickly.

PICNIC IN THE PARK
BY: BEN BURKHOLDER

For August’s Compass event, we are heading to North Park after 
the service on August 12. We will gather at the Garner Pavilion along 

Ingomar Road. Our grill masters will have the charcoal burning and start 
serving hot dogs at noon. We ask that everyone coming bring something to 
share according to your last name:  A-F: Desserts; G-O: Sides; and P-Z: Salads.

During the meal, some special missionary guests (names withheld for security) will be sharing 
about what God is doing in the Middle East. I have been immensely encouraged by what God 
has been doing through their ministry, and you won’t want to miss it.  

We’ll bring some yard games from the church, but please feel free to bring your favorite yard 
games to play with others like corn hole, ladder golf, etc. You can also come with all of your 
favorite things to do at North Park like biking, kayaking, etc. There is a restroom and play 
ground within easy walking distance of the pavilion as well. Come enjoy the park with others 
from the church. We look forward to seeing you there!

Directions from the church: Take a right at the church entrance 
onto Ingomar Rd. Travel 1 mile on Ingomar Rd. As the road takes 
a long bend to the right, Garner pavilion will be on the left. 
Pull into the next little driveway. Someone will direct you 
where to park once there.

Questions? Email Pastor Ben at benburkholder@northparkepc.org. 
Please sign up at the table in the lobby, 

UPCOMING EVENTS
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Youth Group Schedule for August
6:30 - 8:30 P.M.
Summer Sunday #7
Grant & Deborah McKinney's House 
4800 Andrews Drive
Gibsonia, PA 15044

11:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.
Summer Bible Study
Jeff & Ellen Longjohn's house
112 Buehner Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15237

6:30 - 8:30 P.M.
Summer Sunday #8
Jeff & Ellen Longjohn's house 
112 Buehner Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15237

11:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.
LAST Summer 
Bible Study
Jeff & Ellen Longjohn's house
112 Buehner Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15237

    12

16             

6:30 - 8:30 P.M.
LAST Summer Sunday
John & Joy Zemet's House 
191 Sunset Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15237

NO Summer Sunday

     19

 
26

7

OVERHEARD AT STEPHEN 
MINISTRY TRAINING

UPDATES & SCHEDULES

Carla
    Jim
        Manny
        Mushira
    Nancy
Rachel

We are so proud of each one of you for adding to our training 
and learning through these 50 hours of education. You all did 
excellent! We love you and look forward to serving with you!

Denise, Mark and Susan 
SM training has been such a blessing. I've thoroughly 

enjoyed getting to know and growing closer to my fellow 

SM in training and the Stephen Leaders. Through the 

teaching and interactive role playing I've learned about 

boundaries, being assertive, reflective listening, empathy 

and trusting in God for the results in a caring relationship.

Before training I thought Stephen Ministers would be people 

that counseled and helped people in difficult times. Through 

training, I learned that my role as a Stephen Minister is to 

come beside someone, to listen, to care, to be there. We do 

not cure anyone or tell them what to do. We ask questions and 

listen, and God does the healing. As we abide in God, we can 

be used as His instruments to care for members of His body. 

I have learned so many better ways to listen and support someone who is struggling. I also have been so blessed and learned so much by working with and getting to know the other people who are involved with the Stephen Ministry.

We are part of a caring revolution that is transforming 
millions of lives with Christ’s love – one person, 
one caring visit at a time. Do you realize how 
counter cultured that is? Most people today are 
too busy to offer care, too busy to sit down with 
someone who is hurting to allow them to share 
their thoughts and feelings. Yet that is exactly the 
kind of care that hurting people need and exactly 
the kind of care we have been equipped to provide.

This was the most extensive and detailed 
training I have experienced. I feel better 
prepared to step out in faith to serve as 
a Stephen Minister. I wish there was more 
time to discuss the “practice” cases – I 
learned a lot from them and they were 
enjoyable. I learned to listen better and 
walk in faith with great excitement to see 
how God will heal those we will be caring for. 

The Stephen Ministry training process is so well thought 
out-tested and proven through many years. Our trainer and 

leaders were so patient, encouraging and understanding. I am 
humbled to have received such valuable life skills in sharing 
Christ's love and understanding to people in crisis. We never 

know when we will require such care ourselves - a real practical 
revelation of "the body of Christ" taking care of itself.

Through the Stephen Minis t r y t raining , I  have learned how to unders tand more and par tner with people who 
are going through hard t imes.




