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EVERYONE THEN WHO HEARS 
THESE WORDS OF MINE AND 
DOES THEM WILL BE LIKE A 
WISE MAN WHO BUILT HIS 

HOUSE ON THE ROCK. 
MATTHEW 7:24
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**All events are subject to change due to COVID-19.  
For more up-to-date information check our website www.northparkepc.org**
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FEATURES

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that Jeff, Kayleigh, and Riley Layden welcomed new baby Annalese....that Sam and Maddy 
Karpiak have been living in Ft. Myers in the former home of Bev Slais Hanrahan....that Annie Dupee is back home 
after getting a master’s degree in Scotland....that a White Leghorn in Sri Lanka holds the record by laying 17 
eggs in six hours....that Jonathan Havener is from a family of ten children....that Brian & Melody Gelb now live in 
Katy, TX near Sarah Hendley Valdes and her family....that Charles Dickens' Tiny Tim was originally Small Sam....
that Emily Harrer is teaching online English classes for people in China....that Daniel Harrer had four wisdom 
teeth extracted....that if there is no rooster in a flock, one chicken will stop laying eggs and will crow....that Mike 
& Jeanne Safreed have lived in their home in Cranberry for 46 years, but recently sold it to the township....that 
Jim Childress just turned 90....that a New Jersey White Leghorn in 1956 laid a one pound egg – biggest ever....
that our Easter services will be at 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.…that we will offer Nursery and Kids Worship at the 10:30 
a.m. Easter service....that in 1979 Ken Holtzman of the Cubs pitched a no-hitter without striking out a single 
batter....that those who read the FYI strike out 11% less often than those who do not. Did you know these things?  
I thought you should. 

FEATURES

CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING 
SUNDAY, MARCH 7 | AFTER WORSHIP 
 
Our Winter Congregational meeting will be conducted 
right after worship on Sunday, March 7. This year we 
will be updating you on our financial condition, but 
the only order of business is to elect a Nominating 
Committee. Session is putting forward these for 
approval: Elders — Chad Morley & Brian Altmyer and 
Deacons — Dan Sherwin & Susan Burke, with Pastor 
Hendley as an ex-officio member.

The Nominating Committee handles the approved 
nominations turned in by the congregation and 
presents them, with explanations to the nominees.

HISTORY CORNER  
 
But the worshipers and admirers of these [Roman] 
gods delight in imitating their scandalous iniquities 
and are no wise concerned that the republic be 
less depraved and licentious. Only let it remain 
undefeated, they say, only let it flourish and abound 
in resources; let it be glorious by its victories or still 
better secure in peace; and what matters it to us?... 
Morality has perished through the poverty of great 
men. 
 Augustine of Hippo 
 (354-430 AD) 
 City of God, Book II. 
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BRAVE 
MONDAY, MARCH 22 | 7:00 P.M. | SANCTUARY 
BRAVE stands for Biblical, Respectful, Allegheny Values Encouraged – it is a new ministry in our community designed to assist 
believers in having a positive, godly impact on local school boards, as well as on the County Council. If  you want to know how you can 
make a difference where you live, check out BRAVE on March 22.

FAMILY OF THE MONTH: 
THELMA GROSS 
 
It is my pleasure to introduce to many of  you a hidden gem who 
has been a member of  NPC for over 36 years. You may not have 
seen Thelma Gross since March 2020, because like many others 
she has been isolating and being very cautious. But if  you or a 
member of  your family has asked the church for prayer in the 
last 30 years she probably has prayed for 
you as a part of  the church prayer chain. If  
you’ve been a member for awhile, she may 
have taught you or your children in Sunday 
School. You may have eaten a meal after 
church that she helped prepare with long 
time members like Gloria Moore and Helen 
Menhorn. Maybe you got married at North 
Park while she was serving on the wedding 
committee. 

Thelma was born and raised in Shaler. 
After high school she worked two years for 
Travelers Insurance Company in Pittsburgh. 
Next she enrolled at Slippery Rock where 
she earned an elementary education degree. 
Her life changed when friends invited her to 
a picnic at their house and also invited the 
family across the street. That’s where Bill 
lived whom she met that day and after six years of  dating became 
her husband. For five of  those six years of  dating, Thelma was a 
1st grade teacher in the Pine Richland school district. Maybe you 
were one of  the lucky students that had her.

On August 14, 1965, Bill and Thelma Gross were married. A 
few years later they were blessed with their daughter Valerie who 

now is the head librarian at the Penn State extension campus 
in Hazelton, PA and married to Dan. Their son Bill is an IT 
manager for a company in North Carolina. He married Christy 
and has given Thelma her only grandson, Jackson, who is now a 
teenager.  
 
Thelma enjoys listening to music and reading when she has time. 
She marvels at God’s creation including the birds in her backyard 
and the pretty snow on the trees. She keeps her mind sharp by 
doing crossword puzzles. 

 
Bill and Thelma joined North Park EPC 
on November 11, 1984 when Jim Morrison 
was our pastor. She can fondly remember as 
do I, the buckets we had on the floor in the 
“Blue Room” to catch the water as it dripped 
down through the leaking roof. Other fond 
memories include working with Elaine 
Longjohn and Annetta Lang on the wedding 
committee. Her husband Bill was part of  
the “Tuesday Turtles” that did repairs and 
building projects around the church. After 43 
years of  marriage Bill passed away in 2009.  
 
After this pandemic is over and Thelma 
returns to her 2/3’s of  the way back pew in 
the first section on the left where she sat with 
husband Bill and teenage children Valerie 

and Bill for many years, then just Bill, and now maybe with 
Annetta, say hello.

Thelma gave me three favorite verses instead of  one and each 
one of  them is lengthy. I challenge you to look up and read each 
one in the order that she gave them to me. They paint a picture 
of  how someone can grow to become the mature Christian that 
Thelma is and we can aspire to become. - Jim Ludwig

1 Corinthians 10:13 | Isaiah 41:10 | Deuteronomy 29:29
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WORSHIP
VBS 2021 FAITHLAB VOLUNTEER  
OPPORTUNITIES STILL REMAINING 
 
SCIENCE PROJECT LEADER – Organizes materials and directs squads to run a science project each day. A fairly easy job, this 
person literally presses play and pause on videos and directs squads to carry out Science projects. All supplies will be ordered for this 
leader, who must organize them, ready for each group each day. The Science Project Leader will have a few helpers.

WORK CREW LEADER – Oversees the work crew and makes sure that all of  camp is supplied with any equipment and supplies 
that are needed. Much of  this job will be done the day before supplies are needed. Clean up and any odd jobs will be given to the  
work crew. 
 

CHANCEL CULTURE 
 
Provocative title! you think. Only, umm…what’s a “chancel?” Maybe he doesn’t use spellchek. I 
get it. Not a word we use much anymore, so most people don’t recognize it. Like how 
they’re naïve about nave, or they have a memory lapse about apse. A chancel is the 
section in the front of  a formal/traditional church’s sanctuary where the minister and 
the choir are placed; the nave is the rectangular, central part of  same sanctuary where 
the congregation sits, and the apse is an alcove of  sorts, off to the side, with a domed 
or arched roof, containing the altar.

I had a self-proclaimed comedian friend whose routine was to tell jokes and 
immediately explain them, before you had a chance to respond. Often, in a restaurant, 
he would pick up a salt shaker and say, If  I hit you with this, would it be “assault and battery?” You see (points to the salt shaker), a salt shaker, and the 
word “assault,” and… So I cringe a bit at having to explain the title, much as everyone cringed at my friend.

Prior to our current Cancel Culture, those churchy words I mentioned were culturally canceled in modern evangelical assemblies 
due to changes in architecture and worship styles, rendering them obsolete. For instance, at North Park we have a stage instead of  
a chancel; no apse (not even one for your iPhone), and it would be a stretch to call our seating area the nave. But if  you allow me to 
resurrect the usage for a moment to make a not-so-subtle point, I’ll promise not to include any more jokes, like The pastor told a joke 
and the choir loft. You see, the loft is where... Nope, none of  that. Parish the thought.

So, a bunch of  years ago we lived in the good-ole-days of  Americana where people agreed on morals. They didn’t necessarily sin 
less, but probably hid it better. There was a universal paradigm of  right and wrong, good and evil, and a general acceptance that the 
Bible told us so. That understanding held sway for many years, but over time we drifted from the Source of  our morality, and became 
moralists instead. Subsequent generations of  children grew up with a slowly eroding connection with the fundamentals of  our faith, 
and they have been left in a relativistic post-modern quagmire, ever suspicious of  dogma.

Still, they look at the world around them and see all the fallenness; guided by voices of  social media, progressive education, and 
advocacy journalism – voila! – a whole new perspective of  right and wrong emerges. The Great Awakening has been replaced by The 
Great Woke. Activists actively proclaim their sincerely-held views, and if  anyone speaks out against them, they are canceled. Twitter-
pasted, if  you will.

So the chancel – where ministers preach and choirs sing—is where God’s truth is proclaimed. Likewise it is imperative that all the people 
of  God boldly engage the Woke Folk with the gospel that leads to salvation. We might lose our social media accounts (maybe not a bad 
thing), or suffer worse persecution, but remember that we, through Jesus, have the words of  eternal life (John 6:68). If  God is for us, 
who can stand against us (Romans 8:31)? The word of  the Lord stands forever (Isaiah 40:8). We can counter the Cancel Culture with the 
Chancel Culture, with the power of  God’s Word through the Holy Spirit. - Brooke Hopkins
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YOUTH GROUP 
SCHEDULE 
 
MARCH 7 
Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
North Park Church 

MARCH 10 
Small Groups 
7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
North Park Church 

MARCH 14 
Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
North Park Church 
 
 

MARCH 21 
Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
North Park Church 
 
 

MARCH 24 
Small Groups 
7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
North Park Church 
 
 

MARCH 28 
Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
North Park Church

COUNSELORS AND AIDES – Works directly with squads all day, leading them 
through stations and biblical themes and develops a personal relationship with campers. 
Must be available all day, every day of  camp.

WATER DAY VOLUNTEER – Helps run a station specifically on Water Day. Does 
not necessarily need to get wet himself/herself.

PRAYER TEAM - Prays for the varied aspects of  VBS. A prayer team member will 
receive communications from the Prayer Team Leader over the several months leading 
up to camp. Then this team will commit to praying for VBS with its specific needs.

ELECTIVE LEADERS – Leads small groups of  children through a specific skill 
or talent during Monday & Tuesday of  camp. Past examples have been sports like 
basketball, soccer, Nukem’ ball and dance, as well as crafts like sewing, woodworking and 
hand lettering.

HELPERS –Many other people are needed as extra sets of  hands for various things 
throughout camp. We always need folks to check the campers in and out each day, 
keeping our safety system in check. We will also need people to volunteer to work in the 
nursery, so others can help while their children are lovingly cared for. 
 
Applications to volunteer are DUE by APRIL 4. Contact a director today to step up 
and volunteer!

Kelly Laird – Director 
kellylaird@northparkepc.org 
Alison Sanders – Senior Camp Director 
alitwin05@hotmail.com 
Kim Mycyk – Junior Camp Director 
kmycyk@gmail.com

WANTED 
VBS PICTURES

Do you have some oldies but goodies? Have you been 
around North Park long enough to have some great, old VBS 
pictures? Or even pix from 2019! I’d like to use these pictures 
for promotional purposes, maybe even share them with the 
congregation! If you have any great shots, new or old, please 
scan and send to Kelly Laird before the end of April.



7 MARCH 2021 NPC FYI

WORSHIP

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR SPRING 2021 
STARTS SUNDAY, MARCH 7 | 9:00 a.m. 
 
As we turn the calendar into March, we have some exciting new adult Sunday school offerings for you. These classes all begin on 
March 7 and continue to May 23. We hope and believe that these classes will be useful for your own growth in the faith during this 
season of  time. Don’t miss out on another opportunity to grow and learn together! 
 
THE PILGRIM'S PROGRESS: A CHILDREN'S STORY? 
TEACHER: GARY LAIRD 
 
When I first became a Christian in my early 20's, I came across a little book called Pilgrim's Progress. When I asked people about 
it, most told me that it was a story they had read as a child, so I mistakenly dismissed it as a children's novel and moved on to more 
serious Christian literature. Two summers ago, I came across Pilgrim's Progress again - and started reading it. Boy, was I wrong! I was 
intrigued by the spiritual depth of  this allegory and surprised by how much applies to the world we live in today. There is a lot to reflect 
on and be challenged by in this little treasure!  Join us as we dig into this definitely not-just-for-kids story and travel with Christian on 
his journey to the Celestial City; and learn some important lessons of  our own along the way! 
NOTE: To get the most out of  the class, you will need to obtain a copy of  The Pilgrim's Progress.    

EXPLORING CHRISTIAN FAITHFULNESS IN A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE 
TEACHERS: PHIL VAN SICKEL, GRANT MCKINNEY, AND JEN BURKHOLDER 
 
Have you been confused, conflicted or challenged in the face of  so many controversies and conflicts in our world? As Christians, how 
do we listen, discern and respond to the complex current events in our country and culture? We want to create a safe place to engage 
learning conversations among a diversity of  responses within the church to challenging current events for the purpose of  listening well 
in the midst of  difference and seeking biblical wisdom in following Jesus faithfully in a complex world.  

EXILE AND NEW EXODUS: ISAIAH’S THEMES OF JUDGMENT AND RESTORATION 
TEACHER: PASTOR BEN 
 
How did the Jews’ faith in God remain strong even when their country was overrun by the Babylonians? Part of  that answer comes 
from the prophets who explained what God was doing and what God was going to do for them.  In this class, we’re going to survey 
some of  the central themes from the prophet Isaiah, looking at the pronouncements of  judgment and the bold promises of  future 
hope. As we will see, even when things seem beyond hope, God can do the unexpected. 
 
This class will have some kind of  virtual component for those who wish to participate remotely. Follow the Thursday Epistle for details.
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COMPASS: GAME NIGHT 
BIBLE CRANIUM 
THURSDAY, MARCH 25 | 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. | BLUE ROOM

Want a fun, engaging way to test your Bible knowledge? Join us for a time of  
sharpening each other with a little friendly competition. If  you’ve ever played 
Cranium, which is a fun mashup of  Trivial Pursuit, Pictionary, charades, and 
sculpting, we’ll be doing basically the same thing, just with Bible characters and 
themes. If  you’ve never played it, don’t worry, you’re well qualified as you are. 
 
The game will be played in teams of  8 or so since that’s how many can sit at 
a table. We recommend people who are in contact with each other outside of  
church like in a care group or otherwise to team up. However, if  exposure to 
other families does not concern you, feel free to come and be placed in the next 
available team of  8. Just choose wisely as there might be prizes to be earned. 
 
In light of  COVID, we still are not going to plan on offering food at this 
COMPASS event, but that is coming in the months ahead. As a result, we 
would encourage people in their families or care group pods to share a meal 
before coming to the event. We will be doing our best to socially distance our 
teams from each other that night but realize we cannot mitigate all risk. If  you 
have questions, email Pastor Ben at benburkholder@northparkepc.org.

VIRTUAL LADIES NIGHT 
FRIDAY, MARCH 12 | 7:30 - 9:00 p.m. | ZOOM

While this year-long pandemic has been difficult in many ways, it has particularly 
affected relationships. A recent article in the mainstream media noted that women 
"have held everything together this past year, except their friendships." 
 
As a Women's Ministry team, we wanted to provide an opportunity to reinvigorate 
these friendships with our sisters in Christ, so whether you're longing to see friendly 
faces without masks, you're looking to connect with ladies you haven't seen in 
awhile, or you're new to North Park Church and want to get to know some other 
women, this evening will be for you! 
 
Our virtual ladies night will be a chance to grab your La Croix and your softest 
slippers and cozy up in front of  your computer for fellowship and fun. Come 
prepared to socialize, answer random questions about yourself, and compete in 
some friendly trivia-style games (there might even be prizes)! 
 
Let us know you are interested in coming by: using the link in the Women's 
Ministry newsletter or the Thursday Epistle, OR by emailing womensministry@
northparkepc.org. We will share a Zoom link for the event with everyone who signs 
up, as well as in the March newsletter if  you want to join us last minute. We are 
looking forward to connecting with all of  you!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 
APRIL 11  

NATURE HIKE WITH SCOTT SHRIVER 
(RAIN DATE IS APRIL 18)
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40TH ANNIVERSARY 
“TO GOD BE THE GLORY!” 

SAVE THE DATE: JUNE 24-25, 2021

But we your people, the sheep of your pasture, will give thanks to you 
forever; from generation to generation we recount your praise. 

Psalm 79:13

Don’t you just wish it was already July? Hopefully the virus will be past us! 
No more masks! Will you be ready to socialize with other people? A team 
of folks from NPC are planning a fun celebration for former and current 
North Park Church families!  
 
On Saturday, July 24, we will have a casual picnic on the church lawn. 
Starting at 3:00 p.m., we will gather at the church to celebrate what the 
Lord has done throughout the past four decades! There will be time to 
mingle, eat, play games, and sing!  We hope to have some of our past 
singers lead us in some favorite worship songs. We hope to have water 
games and face painting for the kids! We hope to have sports games such 
as volleyball and kickball. We hope to reminisce with old friends and make 
new friends who share the love of Jesus. We will share how we saw the 
Lord working in our lives through the ministries here. 
 
While July sounds far off, it will be here before you know it! There is 
already information about registration in a link on our NPC website. Also, 
if you know someone who has had a history at NPC, please invite them to 
register on our website. We also have Save the Date postcards available 
at the information counter. We are looking forward to a wonderful couple 
of days this summer. Won’t you catch the excitement and ask others to 
join you? 
 
Then on Sunday, July 25, we will have a special anniversary service 
followed by a luncheon. We will hear testimonies of how people from 
each decade saw the Lord moving to use NPC to minister to people in the 
church, the North Hills, the nation and throughout the world!

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them 
to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 

always, to the end of the age. 
Matthew 28:16-20

Please help us pas the word about the Anniversary weekend! If you have 
any questions or suggestions, please talk to someone on the planning 
team. Giving Him the Glory!

 
 
Questions? Email Joyce Kish (joycemkish@gmail.com) or Mark Sharpnack 
(marksharpnack@northparkepc.org)

Jody Bishop 
Carol Dupee 

Lisa Lish 
Jim Ludwig 
Andy Kish 

Stacy Altmyer 
Adele Radacsy 

Kait Sullivan 
Kim Mycyk 

Laura Osmond 
Barb Buirge 

Beth Hendley 
Joyce Wanninger 
Joe Wanninger
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LUNCHES FOR LIGHT OF LIFE 
 
Are you looking for ways to assist those in need during this season? We need 
your help! Help us collect lunch items and pack food for 150 bag lunches for 
Light of  Life who will use these lunches to minister to the homeless in our 
city.

Starting on Sunday, March 7 pick up a tag at the table in the lobby with 
a designated lunch item and quantity needed on it. Then go and shop for 
that item and bring them back to church by Sunday, March 21 to 
make sure we have them in time to pack them in the lunch bags.

Then, if  you want to help pack the lunches, join us at church on Thursday, 
March 25 at 11:00 a.m. We’ll assemble all 150 lunches and get them 
ready for donation. If  you have questions about this or want to be involved, 
contact Kayleigh Layden  
(knauerkm@gmail.com) - Pastor Ben

MISSIONARY OF THE MONTH: DAN DUPEE
Not only does Dan Dupee serve as an elder of  North Park Church, but God has also recently called him back to the CCO (Coalition 
for Christian Outreach) to serve as an interim CEO. His purpose is to work with the CCO leaders and staff to create a healthy 
organization, which will enable them to work well with their church partners, reach more students with the gospel, and give students a 
vision for all of  life lived to the glory of  Jesus. This is a temporary role for him that will end once the next CEO is called. 

Let’s lift Dan up in prayer this month for the following things:

1. Wisdom: That God would guide him in what to do and not do, what to say and not to say.

2. Discernment to see where God is at work and lead others in that direction.

3. Courage for hard conversations that need to be had.

4. For God’s grace to extend through him to others.



EVERYONE THEN 
 WHO HEARS THESE 

 WORDS OF MINE  
AND DOES THEM WILL  
BE LIKE A WISE MAN  
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 ON THE ROCK.

MATTHEW 7:24



BIRTHDAYS
Jan Muzyn 
Hattie Lukas 
Elizabeth Satariano 
Jen Burkholder 
Gary Laird 
Jonathan Holt 
Sophie Wilkin 
Steve Kendall 
Kristen Wickard 
Richard Skillen 
Brian Altmyer 
Taryn VanderWeele 
Anya Wickard 
Addison Moriconi 
Isaiah Whittington 
Wayne Darville 
Sarah Kuchma 
Brian Gelb 
Jeff Layden 
Larry Satariano 
Norma Lamperski 
Emerson Miller 
Cooper Moriconi 
Ross Wilkin 
Elise VanderWeele 
Ella Kendall 
Caleb Stites 
Amber Stites 
Annetta Lang 
Pete Longjohn

1 
2 
 

4 
 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
9 
 

10 
11 
 

12 
13 
14 

 
16 
18 

 
 
 

22 
25 
28 
29 
31

ANNIVERSARIES
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Richard & Sandy Skillen 
Rich & Kirstin Lukas


