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 For the Lord comforts Zion; He comforts all her waste 
places and makes her wilderness like Eden, her desert 
like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness will be 

found in her,  thanksgiving and the voice of song.    
Isaiah 51:3
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DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that Ruby Hopkins married Keith Rose at the Hopkins estate on December 23....that Keith and Ruby will be living 
in Kalispell, Montana....that in 1998 Burger King ran an ad for the Left-Handed Whopper on April 1....that Doug Malcolm is 
retired but driving a bus for Pine-Richland school district....that the Stitts and the Dalys once held a family relay race, during 
which Mike Stitt pulled his hamstring....that in 1999 Egyptian doctors removed 5.8 gallons of urine from a diseased kidney....
that your family could be featured as the Family of the Month if you email Jim Ludwig at jim@blumen.com....that Urban Impact 
is looking to hire an Executive Office Coordinator....that one pound of botulism bacteria could kill every human on earth....
that our church is looking for a new custodian....that Linda Siger used to teach art....that Todd and Holly Murphy once hiked 
up to the highest waterfall in North America at Yosemite....that Adam Bright has a master’s degree in Competitive Intelligence 
systems from Robert Morris....that former NPCer, Jonathan Castor works on the campaign staff of Georgian senate candidate, 
Kelly Loeffler....that Kristen Smalley cannot swallow pills....that in 1902 only 6% of Americans were high-school grads....that 
in 1902 only 14% of households had a tub....that those who read the FYI are 14% more likely to graduate from high-school and 
21% more likely to have a tub? Did you know these things? I thought you should. 

HISTORY CORNER
Grant, O Almighty God, since 
You portend us to be subject 
to so many changes, that we 
cannot settle on earth with quiet 
minds—grant, I pray, that, being 
subject to so varying a condition, 
we may seek our rest in heaven, 
and always aspire to behold Your 
glory, so that what our eyes cannot 
discern may shine upon us; and 
may we so acknowledge Your 
hand and power in the government 
of the whole world, that we may 
repose upon Your paternal care 
until we arrive at the enjoyment 
of that happy rest which has been 
acquired for us by the blood of 
Your only begotten Son. Amen. 
  
 John Calvin (1509-1564),   
 Prayer introducing his   
 fourth sermon on Ezekiel

FEATURES

NPC GIVING FISCAL YEAR 2020-21 
Please pray about an end-of-year special gift to  
North Park Church

Current Year
$248,000 

Budgeted
$266,000 

Last Year
$266,000 

 $200,000

 $225,000

 $250,000

 $275,000

Current Year Budgeted Last Year

New Church Year Giving After 3 Months
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FAMILY OF THE MONTH: 
HEPNER 
 Hannah is the daughter of Matt and Debbie Lucas, grew 
up in the Ohio Township area, and was home-schooled. 
Nathanael’s father Brent, had a career in the Air Force and 
he describes himself as a “military kid”. He was born in 
Boston, then moved to the Netherlands, back to the U.S., 
then the Philippines, then to Germany for a while until the 
family returned to the U.S. and eventually Pittsburgh. His 
mother, Kim, was the receptionist at NPC for two years. 
 Nathanael started at Geneva College as a computer 
science major a year before Hannah entered Geneva also 
as a computer science major. Nathanael became a teaching 
assistant for one of Hannah’s freshman classes and ran a 
Computer Science Club. Hannah joined that club. Their first 
date was “going out for coffee”.  
 They soon discovered that they were more interested in 
each other than they were in coffee. Neither drank coffee, 
but they each got a waffle.  
 The relationship continued to grow and one and a half 
years later they were engaged and pleased to have Dan 
and Beth giving them pre-marital counseling. They were 
married at NPC on September 21, 2019. They had a simple 
reception afterwards in the “blue room” for all those that 
attended the wedding. Then later that night, they had a 
second off site reception with some of their close friends. 
 Since graduation Hannah has been working with the 
Larson Design Group as IT/help desk support. Their 
headquarters are in Williamsport, PA and their local office 
is in the process of moving from Wexford to Cranberry.  
 Both Hannah and Nathanael are working remotely from 

home during the pandemic. Nathanael’s first job was as 
a software engineer with Lucas Systems (coincidentally 
Hannah’s maiden name but no connection). He now works 
with UPMC as a software engineer. 
 It wouldn’t surprise you to know that these techies 
enjoy playing video games together. They have two cats, 
Mr. Whiskers and Tika. Hannah enjoys crochet and cross 
stitching and Nathanael loves woodworking.  
 Two things you would never know without reading it 
here…Hannah was a theater manager at Geneva in her 
Senior year. At the age of six Nathanael wanted to sell Lego 
products out of a truck. 
 Pastor Dan is so happy to have Nathanael and Hannah as 
members at NPC because they are filling some vital roles. 
Together they are leading a new care group with Nick and 
Rachael Piett, Aaron and Kait Sullivan, Heather Schogren, 
and Evan Kovacs. Nathanael has taken the lead in our 
livestreaming services and Hannah works in the nursery 
every Sunday. 
 Hannah’s favorite scripture is 1 Corinthians 10:13. 
Nathanael is drawn to John 1:51 because Jesus is speaking  
to Nathanael whom he saw earlier under a fig tree.  
 At the end of the interview I asked them where they saw 
themselves 10 years from now, but I’m not going to share 
their simple answer with you. You can ask them 
that yourself and then get to know this great young  
couple better.  
 Hannah loves the parents of all the nursery kids but 
would love to meet the rest of you. Most of you have seen 
a livestream that Nathanael has produced but he probably 
hasn’t met you. 
- Jim Ludwig

No temptation has 
overtaken you but 
such as is common 
to man; and God 
is faithful, who will 
not allow you to be 
tempted beyond what 
you are able, but with 
the temptation will 
provide the way of 
escape also, so that 
you will be able to 
endure it. 
1 Corinthians 10:13

Truly, truly, I say 
to you, you will 
see the heavens 
opened and the 
angels of God 
ascending and the 
descending on 
the son of Man. 
John 1:51
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LINGER IN MY PRESENCE 
A poem by Deb Furey

Come and linger in my presence, I have much to say 
Approach with an attitude of worship, willing to obey 
Be mindful you are drawing near, to a mighty king 
I’m sitting on the mercy seat, beneath the cherubim’s wings 
 
Come, draw close, in faith and love, the curtain has come down 
I want to see you face-to-face, dressed in your righteous gown 
How I long to hear your voice and share with me your thoughts 
Listen closely as I speak and from my word be taught 
 
The worlds were formed at my command and they came into being 
Into darkness came my light, I made the eye for seeing 
Each one has a choice to make, to know me and my will 
Each life has a destiny, they were created to fulfill 
 
Come into my presence, in quietness and rest 
“Listen for my still small voice,” is the King’s request 
I have so much to share with you, my bride, my precious dove 
Come and linger in my presence, you are much beloved
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YOUTH GROUP 
SCHEDULE 
 
JANUARY 3 
No Youth Group 
Due to the Holidays

JANUARY 10 
Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
North Park Church

JANUARY 13 
Small Groups 
7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
North Park Church 
 

JANUARY 17 
Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
North Park Church 
 

JANUARY 24 
Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
North Park Church 
 

JANUARY 27 
Small Groups 
7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
North Park Church 
 

JANUARY 31 
Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
North Park Church

5:00 - 6:15 p.m. | Room 305 & Outside

September 20 
October 18 

December 20 
January 17

February 21 
March 21 
April 18 
May 16

TREKKERS 20-21 
 Trekkers is a fun, youth-group-like meeting for 3rd, 4th, & 5th graders. We 
will meet once a month at North Park Church to study character traits of heroes 
of the Bible! A pre-packaged snack and drink will be provided, as well as games, 
prizes, bible study and prayer. Drop off will be right inside the lobby on the 
first floor now that it is colder outside. Parents are being asked to use our safety 
system, so please check in your child. Remember to bring a friend and your 
bible. Hope to see you there! 
 Questions? Email kellylaird@northparkepc.org

WORSHIP

 This Fall, the kids did not have a Sunday School option, due to a lack of 
available volunteers and teachers. However, we now have enough volunteers to 
bring Sunday School back! Yay! Here are the details. We will offer three classes: 
 1. The youngest class will be our three-year-olds through first grade.  
 This will be led by Susan O’Leary, who will be teaching from our Dwell  
 Imagine curriculum. 
 2. Middle level class will be for the second and third graders, led by a 
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THE APPROACH TO CHILDREN & MEMBERSHIP AT NPC 
 There are a number of different ways that churches handle children and membership. Our approach at North Park 
is certainly guided by our Presbyterian distinctives; yet even within that framework there are several ways to wisely and 
lovingly shepherding our covenant treasures. Here is the approach we are looking to follow: 
  
I. Covenant Baptism 
 As Presbyterians we view our children as essentially being part of the church family until such time as they may opt 
out by their own choices. Therefore, we apply to our children the covenant sign of water baptism. This is preferably done 
as soon as possible after delivery. Lengthy delays to get entire extended family here are not recommended. Parents of 
unbaptized children are encouraged to make arrangements for their baptism by contacting the Sr. Pastor. Once baptized, 
a child is regarded as a “baptized member.” Note that we only baptize children who have at least one parent who is an 
active member of our church. 
 
II. Confirmed or Communing Membership 
 It is our longing to see our covenant children come to a place where they are able to personally confess faith in Jesus. 
When a parent feels a child has reached this point and is able to make a credible profession before the elders, this is the 
time for an interview to be admitted to the Lord’s Table and to the confirmed membership of the church. Parents may call 
the office, contact the Sr. Pastor or approach any elder about this. 
 For parents who desire to assist their children in preparing for confirmed membership, a children’s membership 
manual has been developed. This is a home-study version of a communicants class, covering the basics of the gospel, 
what baptism and the Lord’s Supper are about, and what church membership involves. The use of this material is offered 
at no-charge and is entirely optional. It can be picked up from the office or downloaded from our website. 
 When the parent feels the child is ready, an interview will be arranged involving at least two elders. This interview 
will focus on the child’s understanding and ability to confess accurately who Jesus is, what He has done for us, his/her 
personal belief in or commitment to Jesus, his/her recognition of personal sinfulness and some reasonable grasp of what 
the Lord’s Supper is about. It is permissible for one parent to accompany (not coach) the child for this interview. If the 
interview is satisfactory and the child has previously been baptized the child will be admitted to the Lord’s Table and the 
roll of confirmed members. If the interview is not satisfactory, an explanation of the grounds for this judgment will be 
provided to the parent and/or the child including some direction about how to compensate for the deficiency. 
 
II. “Adult” Teen Expectations 
 Young people at NPC, once they turn 16, will be encouraged to attend either the regular membership courses or 
special teen membership classes, if offered. Upon completion of the class requirements, a teen will be interviewed 
by at least two elders. If the teen has already been approved for communion and membership this will simply be a 
teen shepherding checkup, otherwise it is a regular membership interview. If a teen reaches 19 without fulfilling this 
requirement, his/her name may removed from the roll of confirmed members. 
 The rationale for this requirement is rooted in two recognitions:  
  1. A great deal changes as children advance thru adolescence so that there needs to be an additional spiritual   
  check-point 
  2. By late high-school years a young person is at a place to grasp more thoroughly what membership in a church   
  entails and to embrace that personally. 
 We hope this is helpful to you. This is our plan - the Lord is our hope. Psalm 144:12 is our heart’s desire: Let our sons 
in their youth be as grown-up plants, and our daughters as corner pillars fashioned as for a palace.

rotating team of Deb McKinney, Susann Pinkerton, and Amber Stites. These kids will be studying from the Dwell  
Wonder curriculum.  
 3. Fourth and fifth graders will be taught by another rotating team of Jen Burkholder, Alison Sanders, and Kristen   
 Satariano. These kids will use the Dwell Marvel curriculum.  
 If you think of it, please say, “thank you” to these leaders for stepping up so our kids can have Sunday School again and 
parents can return to adult classes as well! 
 Please know that we will continue to take precautions, just like we do in Kids’ Worship, on social distancing, masking, 
and sanitizing. Everyone who attends Sunday School will be asked to wear a face covering. We can’t wait to get started 
again! - Kelly Laird
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STEPHEN MINISTRY MINUTE 
 As the new year starts, permit me to remind you of the outstanding ministers we have at North 
Park Church. In addition to our pastors, you have the opportunity to receive one-to-one Christian 
care from extensively-trained, loving brothers and sisters in the Lord. These wonderful persons  
are under-utilized within our church body, because most are too self-reliant (humble or proud)  
to ask for help. Please pray for these caring people and open your heart to invite a Stephen 
Minister into your life. Just let me know. Mark Sharpnack (412) 367-5000 ext 223 or 
marksharpnack@northparkepc.org

Jim Ludwig Rachel Sharpnack Nancy Van Sickel Heather Mattson

Manny VelardeMushira Mikhael Susan Meeneghan

STEPHEN MINISTERS:
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ADULT WINTER SUNDAY SCHOOL: COLOSSIANS 
BEGINS SUNDAY, JANUARY 10 | 9:00 A.M. | ROOM 112 & ONLINE 
 How does a letter written to an ancient city that now lies in ruins speak to us today?  
Come find out in this winter’s Adult Sunday School on Colossians.  
In this 8-week class we will review the fascinating historical 
background and unpack this short but dense letter together. You’ll 
learn more about Paul’s heart for the church and how he encouraged 
them to follow Christ in the midst of their cultural context. 
 This class will feature both a live and an online version. For those 
wishing to attend in person, we will be meeting in Room 112 and 
social distancing during the class time. For those unable to join in 
person, the class will be produced to the church’s YouTube channel 
each week. Due to our production format, the ability of online viewers 
to interact with the live class will be limited. See the Thursday Epistle 
for the link to each week’s viewing option. - Ben Burkholder

Ruins of Colossae

IMPACT
HELP BUILD A CHURCH IN SIERRA LEONE! 
 Do you want to make a difference in the spread of the Gospel across the world? Here is an opportunity to advance the 
church in the world. Over the past year, the church in Rokassa, Sierra Leone has witnessed significant growth as people 
have continued to turn to Jesus. This 
growth has been exciting, but it has 
also caused them to overflow their 
current meeting space which was 
more designed to serve as their town 
meeting space and didn’t function too 
well as a church building. As a result, 
EduNations is looking to erect a 
church building specifically designed 
and dedicated to Christian worship  
in Rokassa. 
 EduNations has asked both North 
Park and Memorial Park Church to 
consider donating to this project, 
and we believe that, between the 
two churches, we can raise the money necessary to complete the project before the next rainy season begins. The 
construction will cost just over $30,000. At North Park Church, we would like to raise around half of that.   
 
 
 

Pastor Thomas praying over the plot of ground where the church is to be built.
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 To accomplish this, the elders have agreed to open up a period of designated giving where you can make donations 
specifically for the church project. If you wish to make such a donation to this project, please put “Rokassa Church” in 
the memo line of your check or designate it for this project on your E-gift (https://northparkepc.org/give). In order to help 
us get to our goal, the missions committee has also agreed to match every dollar donated up to $10,000 from its long-term 
project budget. Thus, every dollar you give amounts to two being given to this construction project. 
 Please, consider a gift to this wonderful opportunity, which will be a testament to God’s worldwide church working 
together. Keep in mind that this designated giving opportunity has a limited time frame, and it will only be open from 
January 17 - February 14, 2021. Thanks in advance for your generosity. - Ben Burkholder

In
te

ri
o

r 
V

ie
w

s

IINNTTEERRIIOORR  VVIIEEWWSS

IINNTTEERRIIOORR  VVIIEEWWSS

R
ig

h
t 

V
ie

w

RRIIGGHHTT  VVIIEEWW

B
a

ck
 V

ie
w

BBAACCKK  VVIIEEWW

GET YOUR 2021 
MISSIONARY PRAYER 
DIRECTORY! 
 As we enter 2021, we have a newly revised 
missionary prayer directory featuring updates 
on the projects and missionaries we support. In 
addition, you have several ways to be praying 
for our missionaries.  
 These new directories will be available 
for pickup at church starting January 3, 
2021. If you’d like one sent to you, email 
benburkholder@northparkepc.org.
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TO GOD
BE THE 
GLORY

PRAISING GOD FOR WHAT HE’S 
DONE THROUGH OUR CHURCH

More details to follow.  
Questions? Contact Joyce Kish (joycemkish@gmail.com)  
or Mark Sharpnack (marksharpnack@northparkepc.org)



BIRTHDAYS
Sally Hilderhoff 
James Yoder 
Brandon Gilbert 
Pam Miller 
Susan Meeneghan 
Rob O'Brien 
Joyce Wanninger 
Suzanne Lish 
Lisa Arnold 
Kim Mycyk 
Kate Shriver 
Melody Gelb 
Haley Dzadovsky 
Mike Stitt 
Kim Zaiser 
Janet Lochner 
Alana Stites 
Colin Bright 
Aaron Sullivan 
Amelia Gilbert 
Rosemary Craft 
Chris Wu 
Will Fowler 
Anna Fox 
Jeff Longmore 
Dawson Haytock
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ANNIVERSARIES
5 
8

Daniel & Beth Fox 
Jeff & Lauren Fowler


