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Trust in the Lord with all your Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart, and do not lean on your heart, and do not lean on your 
own understanding. own understanding. 66In all your In all your 
ways acknowledge Him, and He ways acknowledge Him, and He 
will make straight your paths. will make straight your paths. 
Proverbs 3:5-6Proverbs 3:5-6
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**All events are subject to change due to COVID-19.  
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EASTER SERVICES
AT NORTH PARK CHURCH

MAUNDY THURSDAY WORSHIP 
Thursday, April 1 | 7:00 p.m.

Once again, we will gather to worship and 
remember the Lord via communion. No child-
care is offered for this one-hour service.

EASTER SERVICES 
Sunday, April 4 | 9:00 & 10:30 a.m.

Plan to join us and invite a friend to an Easter 
worship celebration. We will have no Sunday 
School that day, but will hold two worship 
services. The first service will be live and online 
and the second service will offer the nursery and 
Kids Worship.  

OFFICER NOMINATIONS 
OPEN APRIL 11 – MAY 16

Once again we have the opportunity as a church body 
to work with the Head of  our church to select those 
who are being called to serve in 
church office. As Presbyterians we 
look to elect qualified persons for 
the office of  elder and deacon. 
Elders are those who govern 
and shepherd the members 
of  the church. Deacons lead 
in key areas of  service: mercy, 
maintenance and hospitality. 
Scripture describes both positions 
and the qualifications for each in I 
Timothy 3. Please read this portion 
of  God’s word carefully and pray 
about those who come to mind as 
qualified candidates. You do not 
need to speak with the nominee 
ahead of  time. Just submit your 
nomination on the appropriate 
form in the box at the info table. 
Your current ruling elders will filter 
the nominations, train potential 
nominees, interview them carefully 
and present a slate for election in 
late August.

Your current ruling elders (nine) are: Kevin Sanders, 
Brian Altmyer, Phil Van Sickel, Adam Bright, Andy 
Stites, Chad Morley, Dan Dupee, Jim Yoder, and 
Andy Kish. Dan Dupee is serving an expiring term 
but may be re-nominated and elected in order to 
continue to serve. Our Session has determined to 

limit the active Session to nine ruling 
elders. This means that going into 
this election season we have only one 
open spot that may be filled.

Your current deacons (12) are: 
Larry Satariano, Gail Nelson, Dan 
Sherwin, Carol Dupee, Susan Burke, 
Jim Warmbrodt, Jeff Layden, Laura 
Osmond, Jody Bishop, Hank Lish 
and Lisa Lish. Of  these, Larry 
Satariano, Susan Burke, Carol 
Dupee and Hank & Lisa Lish are 
serving expiring terms. They will 
rotate off the diaconate unless re-
nominated and re-elected. We are 
open to the addition of  new deacons 
as the Lord leads.

NORTH PARK ELDERS ARE 
EXPECTED TO: 
1. Be engaged in a NPC small 
group or equivalent both prior to 
and during his active season as 
an elder 
2. Have a recognizable area of 
service in the church prior to 
becoming an elder 
3. Be available to attend at least 
two-thirds of anticipated session 
meetings 
4. Be a male adult member in 
good standing. 
 
NORTH PARK DEACONS ARE  
EXPECTED TO: 
1. Be a male or female adult 
member in good standing 
2. Have a history of service in 
the church prior to becoming a 
deacon 
3. Be available to attend at least 
two-thirds of anticipated deacon 
meetings
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FAMILY OF THE MONTH: STAUFFER 
 
What a pleasure it was to interview Marge Stauffer. Marge and Chuck 
Stauffer and their children and spouses weave through much of  the 40-
year history of  NPC. Marge grew up in Spring Church, PA, one of  four 
children to Ida and Dwight Beatty. Ida ran a small neighborhood grocery 
store and Dwight sold auto parts in an adjacent storeroom and was an 
auto mechanic in a garage right next door. Marge was proud of  the fact 
that her mother could take a half  of  beef  and cut it up like a pro to sell in 
her store. She had modest 
beginnings but it was in a 
very loving family. 
 
As teenagers Marge and 
Chuck were going to the 
same Presbyterian church 
and Chuck had his eye on 
Marge. He was a player/
coach on the church 
baseball team and told 
Marge’s brother Bill, that 
if  he could get him a date 
with his sister, that he 
could be the starting 2nd 
baseman. Chuck would later say, “We didn’t win many games that year 
but I found a great woman that would become my wife.” 
 
Chuck was working in the nearby foundry until he was drafted into the 
army. When his army time was up the foundry laid him off. Chuck was 
anxious to make Marge his wife and they were married soon after leaving 
the army on January 14, 1955. The pastor that married them was their 
high school music teacher who became a pastor in his retirement.  
 
Chuck began a long successful career with Fruehauf  Trucking in sales. 
Before marriage, Marge was both living and teaching in the Zoar Home 
on Mount Royal Boulevard. After marriage they rented the upstairs of  
a little home on Lou Ann Street in Glenshaw and Marge taught for a 
few more years until Bob was born. They needed more space and built 
a house in West Deer where they raised Bob, Wendy, and Rick. They 
were active in East Union UP as youth group leaders and Sunday School 
teachers and of  course, excellent parents.

They started coming to Mellwood when their oldest son Bob, who was 
working with Youth Guidance, became an assistant pastor alongside Jim 
Morrison. Dan Lacich was the youth pastor then and Jim, Bob, and Dan 
were quite a dynamic team. Our congregation voted to leave the UP 
church and we moved to the old Sportsman’s Club on Ingomar originally 
as a non-denominational church. We became North Park Evangelical  
 

WANTED 
RELIABLE  
USED CARS 
 
If you are going to purchase 
a new or newer car and 
have a reliable used car 
you were going to trade in, 
would you be willing to sell 
it for close to the trade in 
value? We have members 
that are in need of reliable 
transportation.  
 
Any car is a possibility. 
Hondas, Toyotas, or Subarus 
in model years 2011-2015 
either sedans or SUVs would 
probably be in the price 
range that our members 
can afford to pay. If you do 
both transactions at the 
same time the sales price 
of your used car can still be 
deducted from the price of 
the car you are purchasing 
for sales tax purposes. 
If you can help call Mark 
Sharpnack and he can be 
the intermediary. 
-  Jim Ludwig
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HISTORY 
CORNER  
 
The most fundamental 
attribute of God’s nature 
is not love but holiness. 
Love, itself, is irrational and 
capricious except as it is 
governed by holiness. The 
tendency in some modern 
systems of theology is to 
merge holiness and love 
and to assume that God 
can forgive sin without an 
atonement. We may say 
that whereas the Modernist 
reasons, God is love and 
therefore there is no need for 
an atonement, the truth is, 
God is love and therefore He 
provides an atonement. 
 Loraine Boettner  
 1901-1990 
 From Studies in Theology

Presbyterian Church and Chuck became an elder at NPC and attended 
the first General Assembly of  the newly formed EPC denomination.  
 
My fondest memory of  Chuck was the solo he would do every Palm 
Sunday, “O Jerusalem.” His passion brought tears to many eyes. Chuck 
and Marge were part of  a small group at NPC that included Pete and 
Elaine Longjohn, Annetta and Warren Lang, Jane and Phil Stewart, Joan 
Givens, and Becky Casey. They used to go out to lunch together after 
church on Sundays and have a ball.

Marge and Chuck were married for almost 54 years when Chuck passed 
away on December 29, 2008. Soon after that Marge became part a group 
of  widows at NPC that also liked to meet for lunch after church. Ruth 
Carroll, Thelma Gross, Geil Williams, Helen Menhorn, Annetta Lang, 
and Lorraine Lippert all were widowed like Marge in a short span of  
years and were a great support to each other.

Marge has been living in Ashford Manor in Cranberry for 25 years now 
and spent 4 of  the last 5 winters in Florida with Wendy and Tom. She 
loves the community of  friends she has made at Ashford Manor that 
supported her while Chuck was in a wheelchair. Chuck had eight back 
surgeries most of  which only made him worse. Chuck was in pain for 30 
years, very often confined to bed. Gavin Sinclair (also a member of  NPC) 
wrote a book, All Things Work for Good, published in 1997. On pages 91-93 
Gavin wrote about what he learned about suffering from Chuck and had 
Marge tell what is was like to live with someone in pain and not be able to 
“fix it”.

Fast forward to now, Marge is a cancer survivor who is in constant pain 
with Neuropathy as a result of  the treatment. She has the least amount 
of  pain when she walks. She was walking while she talked with me on the 
phone. She sometimes is walking when she talks on the phone with her 
siblings in four different states every Monday at 3:00 p.m. often for 2 hours 
or more.

Marge’s favorite scripture is Isaiah 41:10, “So do not fear, for I am with 
you, do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and 
help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”  
 
Interesting tidbits about Marge include: at 80 years old she did a sky 
dive while on vacation with her family in Colorado, her children call her, 
Coach, grandchildren, Grandma, and great grandchildren, Gigi.

I don’t have the space to tell you about her 3 children, 9 grandchildren, 
and 21 great grandchildren. Look for next month’s “Family of  the 
Month.” It is a great story about God’s faithfulness and how God blessed 
Marge and Chuck. God gets all the glory for what he has done though 
this special couple’s descendants and much of  it at NPC. - Jim Ludwig
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Planning for VBS is cruising along! Many people have stepped up and said 
yes to helping make our camp another great year! 
 
Parents, if  your teen is planning on helping, please check with them. 
MANY have not registered yet and we can't do this without them! Click 
the VBS tab on the church website to volunteer! 
 
Camper Registration is coming! Check out the VBS tab on the church 
website on April 1st (really, no foolin') and save a spot for your child, 

grandchild or other beloved little one right away! 
 
Pictures from past VBS camps are welcome! Please upload them to Dropbox at https://bit.ly/30V1xNJ

WORSHIP

COUNSELORS 
AIDES 

WATER DAY HELPERS 
GAMES HELPER 

WORK CREW LEADER 
 

SCIENCE PROJECT 
LEADERS 

SCIENCE PROJECT 
HELPERS 

WORSHIP TEAM

VOLUNTEER ROLES STILL NEEDED:

RESPONDING TO CHINA

The evidence is incontrovertible that China is committing genocide. Both 
the Trump and Biden administrations have stated this and the evidence 
from the testimony of  survivors confirm our worst fears. Over a million 
Uighur Muslims are interned in camps. They are systematically being 
rounded up into boxcars and sent to these camps. See https://www.pbs.org/
newshour/features/uighurs/. There are reports that they are routinely used 
for medical parts.  Several Chinese transplant doctors have committed 
suicide in the past several months. I do not use this analogy lighlty but 
these actions are eerily similar to Nazi Germany in the 1930s. 
 
I fear our banking, industry, and political leaders will not have the 
courage to divest from China without a strong voice from us. Here is 
something I decided to do to try to make an impact. I had my investment 
advisor look at my retirement portfolio and found that 1.7% was invested 
in majority China owned companies. He is now in the process of  finding 
me alternative investments and making the transfers. I encourage each 
of  you to look at your own investments and consider what you should do. 
Perhaps we will only be a small drip in the torrent of  current events but 
at least we can say we did what we could to make a difference. Let others 
know of  your decision. - Phil Van Sickel

Did you know that Children's Ministry is now 
on Instagram? I'm making an effort to learn the 
platform better and post updates from time to 
time. We are still using our Facebook page too. 

Please follow us @NPCCHILDRENSMIN

Connect with us!
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GRANDPARENT MINISTRY 
 
CALLING ALL GRANDPARENTS! 
Under the leadership of  Kelly Laird, I would like to introduce you to 
Legacy Coalition and GRANDMonday nights! 
 
Legacy Coalition believes that grandparents are incredibly important to 
their grandchildren, are uniquely positioned to spiritually influence their 
grandchildren and have a Biblical mandate to do so. They are pioneering 
an initiative to equip the Church for a new frontier of  ministry connecting 
grandparents and grandchildren. 
 
One way Legacy Coalition does this is by offering GRANDMonday 
nights.  This is a free weekly webinar on Monday nights at 7:00 p.m. with 
conversations about intentional Christian grandparenting. From their 
presenters each week you will learn how to nurture your grandchildren's 
faith and overcome obstacles. 
 
I, personally, have watched about half  a dozen webinars and have 
found them very informative and encouraging. Some of  the topics have 
included:  Five Roadblocks to Influencing your Grandchildren and 
Ways to Overcome, Grandparenting Grandchildren and Mental Health, 
Resilient Discipleship, Praying for your Grandchildren and Blessing your 
Grandchildren. 
 
I find the Legacy Coalition and especially the GRANDMonday nights 
a great support and tool for me in being a spiritual influence in my 
grandson and future grandson's life.  I am thankful for this resource and 
am excited to share it with other grandparents. 
 
Check out legacycoalition.com to become a part of  GRANDMonday 
nights or email Rachel Sharpnack (sharpy4@verizon.net) for more 
information. - Rachel Sharpnack

YOUTH GROUP 
SCHEDULE 
 
APRIL 4 
No Youth Group 
Due to Easter 
 

APRIL 7 
Small Groups 
7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
North Park Church 
 

APRIL 11 
Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
North Park Church 
 

APRIL 17 
Youth Group Fast 
For Sierra Leone 
10:00 - 3:00 p.m. 
North Park Church 
 

APRIL 18 
No Youth Group 
 

APRIL 21 
Small Groups 
7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
North Park Church 
 

APRIL 25 
Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
North Park Church
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NATURE HIKE IN THE PARK: A COMPASS EVENT 
SUNDAY, APRIL 11 | 11:45 a.m. | BLUE ROOM AND NORTH PARK 
 
Come join us for a nature hike after church on Sunday, April 11 (with a backup date of  Sunday, April 18 in the 
event of  rain). We are going to start off with a time for everyone to eat a picnic lunch (11:45 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.). 
Please, note, due to COVID we will not be providing or serving the lunch but each family is invited to bring 
their own food. Individual families can plan to eat together, outside or in the Blue Room should they choose. 
 
At 12:30 p.m., we will leave for North Park. Our guide will be Scott Shriver, former biology teacher who knows 
the flora and fauna of  Penn’s woods intricately. If  you’ve ever wondered how to tell trees apart or what animals 
were leaving which tracks, you’ll get those questions answered. We hope you can join us for a fun, educational 
time enjoying God’s creation. We anticipate being done with the hike by 2:00 p.m. if  not earlier.

COLLEGE CARE PACKAGES 
 
We will be sending care packages to our college students as they 
approach the end of  their semester and finals. If  you would like a 
package sent to your student, please e-mail Laura Osmond (osmond.
laura@gmail.com) to let her know by April 11. Also, if  you would 
like to donate any items to be sent, please sign up at the Information 
Counter in the lobby, or e-mail Laura Osmond to for a list of  items 
still needed. All donations should be dropped off at the 
Information Counter no later than Sunday, April 18. Please 
keep our students in prayer as they continue to persevere through this 
challenging year of  college. Pray that they will seek and rely on our 
Lord in all they do. 
 - Laura Osmond

If  you’d like to come, please, sign up at the table in 
the lobby or email Pastor Ben  
(benburkholder@northparkepc.org).
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FREE BABYSITTING 
SATURDAY, MAY 1 | 5:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
 
Do you and your mate need a night out? Are you a single parent who just needs a few hours to yourself ? We 
have good news for you! The teens from our Youth Group are offering FREE babysitting! 
 
Like car washes we have had in the past, this service will be free of  charge with the opportunity to donate. All 
teens will be vetted and trained by Kelly Laird, if  not already trained to babysit. This is for kids ages 12 and 
under, and parents should plan to feed their child before dropping him/her off at the church, as there will be no 
food served.  
 
Kids will be kept together in family units and then divided first by their care group and then by their age into 
different rooms, so we can stay as safe as possible. Sign up no later than Tuesday, April 27, using the link 
in the Thursday Epistle so we can place your child in his/her group. You will receive a follow-up email to let you 
know where to drop off your child that night. We hope this service benefits YOU! Questions? Email Kelly Laird 
(kellylaird@northparkepc.org).

You’re invited to hear a public lecture regarding the German theologian 
and pastor, Dietrich Bonhoeffer. In recent years, Christians of  all stripes and 
persuasions have appealed to Bonhoeffer to support a wide variety of  causes and 
concerns. This lecture will investigate the historical situation of  the Third Reich 
in which Bonhoeffer ministered and identify some of  the primary instances where 
Bonhoeffer felt compelled to oppose the Nazi government and how he went about 
doing that. Regarding his involvement in the German resistance, particular focus 
will be given to the explanations he offers in some of  his later writings, which serve 
to make contemporary appeals to Bonhoeffer as justification for various forms of  
resistance more complicated than most realize. 
 
This lecture is hosted in conjunction with Greystone Theological Institute and will 
be delivered by Rev. Dr. Ben Burkholder, a Fellow at the Institute. The lecture will 
be held in the sanctuary of  North Park. Questions? Email Pastor Ben.

WILL THE TRUE DIETRICH BONHOEFFER PLEASE SPEAK 
UP? REVISITING THE HISTORICAL ‘BONHOEFFER MOMENT’ 
AND ITS RELEVANCE FOR US TODAY 
SATURDAY, APRIL 17 | 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. | SANCTUARY

SCAN ME 
TO SIGN UP
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40TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
 
For the what and when go to northparkepc.org/40th-anniversary. There you can register for the picnic on July 24 
from 3:00-7:00 p.m. with dinner at 5:00 p.m. and if  you are going to stay after the worship service at 10:15 a.m. 
on July 25 for the catered lunch at 12:00 p.m..  
 
Besides these two main events, look for special Sunday School classes at 9:00 a.m. to highlight ways God has 
used people from NPC to build His Kingdom. Rumor has it we are trying to put together 3 or 4 foursomes for 
golf  at North Park on Friday starting at Noon. Call Jim Ludwig at (412) 251-2873 if  interested. Maybe you 
would like to host someone from out of  town for the weekend or have ideas for additional events. Email Joyce 
Kish (joycemekish@gmail.com) or Mark Sharpnack (marksharpnack@northparkepc.org).

WHY are we having a reunion celebration? Pittsburgh historian, David McCullough, said “How can we know 
who we are and where we are going if  we don’t know anything about where we have come from and what we 
have been through, the courage shown, the cost paid, to be where we are?” God himself  instructed His chosen 
people to observe annual feasts such as Passover, the Feast of  Tabernacles, and the Feast of  Purim to remember 
what God had done for them. After the Israelites crossed the Jordan with the ark of  the covenant and entered 
the promised land a representative from each of  the 12 tribes took a stone from the center of  the Jordan to make 
a memorial to the people of  Israel forever. The Sabbath Rest and the Lord’s Supper are both reminders of  what 
God has done for us. Have I made my point? God wants us to remember the past but we must remember to give 
God the glory. It is good to praise God for what He’s done in and through our church.

WHO do we want to come? Anyone and everyone who has been discipled or has been a disciple at NPC is 
invited. Our church is a tiny part of  God’s kingdom and I believe that the people who have come and the people 
who have gone were all a part of  God’s plan. Remember what happened when the people of  Babel wanted to 
build a tower to make a name for themselves? God scattered them. Paul and Barnabus were men of  God and 
a great team, but it was God’s plan for them to have a disagreement. Paul teamed up with Silas and Barnabus 
took John Mark. God got two great teams instead of  one. The persecution of  the church in Jerusalem was 
painful, but through it God spread the gospel throughout Judea and Samaria.  

HOW can you help? Please reach out to our brothers and sisters with past connections to NPC both near and 
far so we can celebrate together. Remember Paul asked to see John Mark again after years of  separation. Let’s 
remember or discover what God has done at NPC in the past. Let’s also learn how God has used the people that 
maybe grew at NPC and blossomed in other parts of  the same Kingdom. The list is long of  people God has 
used in and through NPC. Pray that many will come back for the weekend and we can have a little taste of  what 
Heaven will be like when all God’s people get together and worship and give Him glory. - Jim Ludwig

TO GOD BE 
THE GLORY!
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ALPHA 
 
Have you ever wanted to watch someone realize their broken past 
can be forgiven and discover that God’s grace and mercy are large 
enough to include them as well? Alpha is a chance for you to do just 
that. What is Alpha? Alpha involves a number of  things. First of  
all, it involves building relationships over food. Like Jesus who built 
relationships with all sorts of  people over food, Alpha allows time 
for people to build relationships over something that we share in 
common:  our need for food. Second, it involves watching a video 
series that does a beautiful job of  articulating the Christian faith with compelling examples and testimonies. 
Even as a life-long Christian, I find them inspiring. The episodes range from 20-30 minutes long. Third, it 
involves shared discussion over the videos. To be clear, people are free to express their questions, their doubts, 
and their concerns. We don’t expect people to give a textbook answer but instead give them space to wrestle 
honestly and openly. You will be surprised at what people share, even when you go through Alpha with people 
you’ve known for a long time. 
 
Do you want to be a part of  Alpha this year? Perhaps you would like to experience it or would like to invite a 
friend to it? This year, we’re doing an abbreviated version that will start on Thursday, April 8 and run through 
Thursday, May 13. We will be meeting weekly on Thursday nights from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at Scott and Kate 
Shriver’s home. If  you’re interested or have questions about COVID and how we’ll handle that, email Pastor 
Ben (benburkholder@northparkepc.org) or sign up in the lobby. - Pastor Ben

MISSIONARY OF THE MONTH:  
PAUL AND ELIZABETH BRANCH

Paul and Elizabeth serve the Lord in Guatemala. Paul 
has been serving as a professor at SETECA Theological 
Seminary, training the next generation of  church leaders 
in Latin America. In January, 2021, Paul accepted the role 
of  being the president of  the seminary, which involves a 
significant position change, which is also more demanding 
of  his time. Elizabeth focuses her work on at risk children in 
conjunction with an organization called AVANZA.  
 
This month, you can pray for Paul and Elizabeth in the following ways: 
1. Prayer for Paul as he takes on the responsibility of  leading the seminary. May the Lord equip him for this 
important task. 
2. Pray for the children that Elizabeth reaches through her ministry to at risk children that their material and 
spiritual needs would be met. 
3. Pray for their two children who are living in the States and navigating the complexities of  navigating life in a 
different country.
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Carl & Carol Shoemaker


