
No temptation has overtaken you 
that is not common to man. 

God is faithful, 
and He will not let you be tempted beyond 
your ability, but with the temptation He 

will also provide the way of escape,  
that you may be able to endure it.

1 CORINTHIANS 10:13
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FEATURES
DID YOU KNOW?

Features

Did you know that Caleb Mattson has graduated from Notre Dame in Mechanical Engineering and is 
now living and working in Kentucky….that Anton Martinez will soon move to Akron where he will wed 
his fiancé Haley in December….that the “D” in D-Day stands for “Day”….that Debbie Furey’s latest book 
of poetry, Linger In My Presence, is out and available on Amazon….that Anne Chamberlin just had an 
article published in the Gospel Coalition website….that the longest measured flight by a flying squirrel is 
2.5 miles….that we had more than 200 at our outdoor service on August 16….that Kane Lincoln Rivero 
was born to Ed & Keely (grandson of Rick & Connie) on August 22….that an English Mastiff named 
Tia gave birth to 24 puppies in one litter….that our Media Director, Heather Schogren, has accepted a 
full-time position with our church….that receptionist Lori Meek has taken another job….that we will 
operate without a church receptionist indefinitely….that the Beatles were once known as Johnny and 
the Moondogs….that Chad Morley was elected as a first time elder….that Jody Bishop, Jeff Layden, Jim 
Warmbrodt, and Laura Osmond were all elected as first-time deacons….that the new officers will be 
ordained and installed at our worship service on September 13….that John Lennon and Paul McCartney 
met at a church picnic….that, with much help from Nathanael Hepner and Evan Kovacs, we hope to begin 
livestreaming our services sometime in September….that alligators grow and lose about 3,000 teeth….
that those who read the FYI lose 9% fewer teeth than those who do not? Did you know these things?  
I thought you should. 

HISTORY CORNER 
Grace be with you, and peace from God the Father, and from our 
Lord Jesus Christ. - Galatians 1:3

The greeting of the Apostle is strange unto the world, and never 
heard of before the preaching of the Gospel. And these two words, 
grace and peace, comprehend in them whatsoever belongs to 
Christianity. Grace releases [from] sin, and peace makes the 
conscience quiet. The two fiends that torment us are sin and 
conscience. But Christ has vanquished these two monsters, and 
trodden them under foot both in this world and the world to 
come. This the world does not know, and therefore it can teach no 
certainty of the overcoming of sin, conscience, and death. Only 
Christians have this kind of doctrine, and are exercised and armed 
with it, to get victory against sin, despair, and everlasting death. 
And it is a kind of doctrine, neither proceeding of free-will, nor 
invented by the reason or wisdom of man, but given from above. 
Moreover, these two words, grace and peace, do contain in them 
the whole sum of Christianity. Grace contains the remission of 
sins; peace a quiet and joyful conscience. 
 - Martin Luther, Commentary on Galatians
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SHORT SENTENCES 
For the long-winded, here’s a title for you, from a Rev. James Barry, published in 1810:  

  A REVIVING CORDIAL FOR A SIN-SICK DESPAIRING SOUL, IN THE TIME OF TEMPTATION,  
  BEING AN ACCOUNT OF THE MIRACULOUS PRESERVATION OF THE AUTHOR’S BODILY  
  LIFE FROM MANY IMMINENT DANGERS; AND OF THE WAY IN WHICH THE SPIRIT OF  
  GOD EFFECTED THE DELIVERANCE OF HIS SOUL FROM THE STATE OF NATURE TO   
  THE STATE OF GRACE. To which is subjoined, THE ONLY REFUGE OF A TROUBLED SOUL, 
  IN THE TIME OF TRIBULATION AND AFFLICTION; OR, THE MYSTERY OF THE  
  APPLE-TREE, EXPLAINED AND LAID OPEN, IN TWO DISCOURSES FROM Cant. ii. 3.

Wow. Haven’t opened the book and I need a nap already.

In college, I took an honors composition course. My British professor’s accent added credibility, 
at least to my ears. He stressed an almost minimalistic, concise use of language, crafting the 
communication of ideas with as few words as possible, eschewing effusive eloquence. He’d probably 
have something to say about my alluring alliteration.

I studied world geography at the same time; the German professor’s thick accent added muddled 
incomprehensibility. However, armed with my newly-acquired skill for expressing ideas succinctly, 
I entered the course final with confidence, but didn’t fare well—the professor, rumor had it, graded 
on quantity rather than quality. Some students boosted their essays by adding irrelevant fluff, like 
the Pledge of Allegiance, and got high marks. Ah, the things you learn in college…

Undaunted, I’ve held onto my bent for brevity; hence my appreciation of short, concise sentences 
that pack a punch, including the words of Jesus in Luke 5 as depicted in Dan’s recent sermon series. 
“Your sins are forgiven you” is a case in point, embracing all the plans of the ages swirling around a 
raging, invisible cosmic battle of good and evil. Also, “Get up, pick up your bed and go home.”  
Three simple commands completely beyond the power of the paralytic, yet he could not disobey; 
the universal forces of science and nature also bent the neck and bowed the will to the Creator’s 
infinite might.

Here's one I like: Climb Every Mountain. How to begin? Everest! Spend bazillions on gear (don’t 
forget your carabiners—and those AREN’T residents of Jamaica), then transport it all to the 
Himalayas. It’ll cost you around $45,000 from that point, and once you manage to arrive at one of 
the two base camps at an altitude of 17,000 feet, you ain’t done nothin’ yet. Or this ditty, as Ralph 
Kramden used to yell at his wife: “To the MOON, Alice!” When The Honeymooners aired as a TV 
sitcom in the mid 1950’s, the idea of going to the moon was beyond most imaginations. When Neil 
Armstrong set foot on our Cheesy Romantic Planetoid in 1969, less than 15 years later, Ralph and 
Alice (Jackie Gleason, Audrey Meadows) were still alive to see it. You wonder what they thought.

Ok, enough verbosity—to the point. Here’s my all-time favorite: Jesus died for me. Again, the 
cosmos swirls, eternity intercedes, and I am passed from death to life. From a death sentence to not 
even a short sentence—completely pardoned. No sentence at all. Good thing; there are no words to 
rightly express.  
- Brooke Hopkins
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY UPDATES 
PLANS FOR THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR 
The Children's Ministry has made new plans for this coming year based on our current situation and 
what's going on in the world. We will be offering Kids' Worship to kids ages 3-8 twice a month for this 
school year. On the first and third weeks of each month, kids will be in the adult service with their 
families. They will be dismissed around the same time they have been dismissed in the past.

This year, parents will take their child directly to the child's classroom where they will be given their 
parent tag. We have a plan in place for parents of multiple children too. The child will then spend 
the rest of the time in a small group where they will be taught by leaders Biblical stories and how to 
apply them to their lives.

This year, we plan to focus heavily on teaching kids how to use their bible, so kids should plan to 
bring their bible every week to Kids' Worship. We will also be focusing on what this means in every 
day life. Our curriculum is based on holidays of the year and biblical verses and characters that go 
along with them. We will have bible memorization on a monthly basis too. On the weeks that kids do 
not have Kids' Worship, parents should plan to train their child in how to behave in church, as well 
as bring tools that may help them to focus and learn to participate. Blank notebooks, colored pencils, 
erasers, pencil sharpeners, and stickers are examples of things to bring with you to church to help 
your little one(s) learn. Older kids will have the opportunity to stay in adult church with their family 
again. We will again provide new journals for each child to take notes in and record what stood out to 
them each week.

We plan to kick this off and make the journals available on September 20, 2020. This is the same 
day we will give out first grade bibles.

Our nursery is already open again for all little ones age birth through 36 months and in full swing. 
We have Hannah Hepner with the kids in the Tykes and Toddlers rooms. We've been combining 
those rooms until our numbers grow again when we will hire a third nursery worker. We have Sandy 
Klueber in the infant room. Each room is also served by a volunteer each week as well. We are so 
grateful for our volunteers and workers. We could not offer nursery without them. Parents, take a 
minute to thank our workers and volunteers when you get a chance.

HELPING CHILDREN ENGAGE THEIR BIBLE CLASS 
It's that time of year again when first graders are going to receive their very own Bible from the 
church. Parents have a responsibility to, "Train their children in the way they should go, so when 
they are old, they will not depart from it." - Proverbs 22:6.

A critical way for parents to help their children, is to train them in how to engage with their Bibles. 
Chad and Beth Morley will be teaching this class for first grade parents, giving them strategies and 
ideas for how to help children dive into God's Word in a meaningful, age appropriate way, on a 
consistent basis. Please email Beth Morley to sign up for this class. 
 

Worship
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This class will be on September 20, directly following the service. Children are welcome to attend 
with their parents. A Zoom link can also be provided, so please indicate to Beth if you need a link. 
 
CHILDREN'S MINISTRY 2020-2021 REGISTRATION 
If you have a child(ren), ages infant - 5th grade (for this coming year), please register them here. 
This will help us know how many children to plan for and get parents the resources they need. The 
deadline is now past. Please complete your child(ren)'s registration today! 
 
CHILDREN'S MINISTRY VOLUNTEER RENEWAL 
Planning to work with kids this year? It is time to register — please fill out the Volunteer Renewal 
Application. Volunteers typically serve a rotating basis. Please let Kelly know if you are interested in 
serving the NPC children. 
 
URBAN AIR PIZZA PARTY 
Participants in the A to Z Challenge got to celebrate their victory 
with a pizza party on August 18. Parents and kids enjoyed the time  
together and a lot of bouncing went on.

YOUTH GROUP UPDATE 
All of us are entering into this fall with trepidation, frustration, 
and many questions. Our teenagers are experiencing an 
unprecedented experimentation of on-site and virtual learning 
that will come with a steep learning curve. More than ever, our 
teens need the comforting encouragement of biblical instruction 
and Christian community. 
 
In light of this reality, our leadership team is happy to announce 
that we will continue to meet in person for youth group this 
fall. This includes Sunday School, Sunday night gatherings, as 
well as small groups every other Wednesday evening. In line 
with the session’s decision about safety procedures, students 
and adults will be required to wear facial coverings during the 
aforementioned activities until further notice. We will also 
promote social distancing while indoors and be strategic about 
serving individualized snacks. 

Our fall semester will kick off on September 13 with Sunday 
School and our first night of youth group. On that first Sunday 
evening, Taylor will begin a semester-long overview of Genesis. 
This book is essential for one’s understanding of the rest of 
the Bible and it addresses a majority of the big questions that 
teenagers wrestle with: where did I come from, where do I 
belong, do I matter, who is God and what is His purpose for my 
life? Starting on September 16, our Middle and High School 
small groups will begin meeting every other Wednesday night 
at the church from 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. If you have any questions or 
concerns, email or call Taylor. Please be in prayer for our ministry 
to the youth of North Park and the Wexford area. - Taylor Brown

SEPTEMBER 6 
No Youth Group 
Due to Labor Day

SEPTEMBER 13 
Sunday School 
& Youth Group Kick-off 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
North Park Church 

SEPTEMBER 16 
Small Groups 
7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
North Park Church

SEPTEMBER 20 
Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
North Park Church

SEPTEMBER 27 
Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
North Park Church

SEPTEMBER 30 
Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
North Park Church
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WOMEN’S MINISTRY KICK OFF 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 | 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. | NPC UPPER 
PARKING LOT & FIRE PIT 
Women's Connection is looking forward to the Fall and renewing our 
sense of community. Join us in a special time of Women's Worship 
on Friday, September 11. Please plan to bring your 'camp chair' and 
s'mores stick (if you have one) as we gather in the upper parking lot and 
around the fire pit. Register here. Questions? Email Alison Sanders.

WOMEN’S COMMUNITY GROUP 
FOR WHERE TWO OR THREE ARE GATHERED IN MY NAME,  
THERE AM I AMONG THEM. - MATTHEW 18:20 
 
For this unique and challenging year, Women's Ministry has chosen the theme of community. As 
various health and safety precautions have forced us to adjust the ways we interact with those in our 
communities, we are seeking to come up with some creative ways for our women to stay connected. 
 
As we long to renew our sense of connection, we are encouraging ladies of all ages/stages to get 
involved in our community groups. These groups will each consist of 6-8 women that will come 
together (mostly in person, but Zoom may be an option as well) regularly for prayer, fellowship, 
mentoring, and growth. They are not meant to replace care groups or Bible studies, but will be a 
supplementary place to find friendship and support during these trying times.

Each group will look a little bit different, so please email us to let us know you're interested in 
learning more. This will prompt us to send you an email (probably in a week or so) with more details 
along with a survey so you can tell us more about what you're looking for in a group. We have found 
that groups often don't last long without a designated leader/organizer, so please pray about whether 
you may be able to lead/co-lead/facilitate/host a community group as well.

We are looking forward to what God has in store for Women's Ministry this year. The best way to stay 
up-to-date with everything that's happening is to subscribe to our newsletter. If you're not receiving 
the newsletter, please email us so we can get you on the list. Also make sure that we are in your email 
address book to keep the newsletter from going to your spam/junk folder. - by Kirstin Lukas

BIBLE STUDY 
We would LOVE for you to join us for our fall women’s bible study. 
Wednesday evenings from 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. or Thursday morning 
from 9:15 - 11:15 a.m. We will meet at the church in Room 112 
starting on September 9 & 10 to study the book of Psalms using 
materials from The Village Church.  

This is an inductive study very similar to the Precepts studies, so 
while the day and time is different, this study and our time together 
will still provide a rich opportunity to know and grow closer to God.  

“The Psalms include some of the most well-
loved and well-worn passages in our Bibles. 
More than just devotional reading, they 
instruct us through every season of life how 
to speak to—and speak of—God. Explore 
how the songs of Scripture give us language 
both to approach and to adore the Lord.”
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Email Amber Stites with any questions or to sign up. There will be a $15 cost for access to a digital 
workbook and video or audio recordings.

FALL 2020 SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CHILDREN - ADULT 
Like everything else this year, our Sunday school for Fall 2020 will be different. Due to a number of 
factors, we are not able to have specially designated children’s Sunday school classes, though the 
middle school and high school students will still have their own. Since there is no special children’s 
Sunday school, we are making the “Engaging God” class (see below) conducive for families with 
young children to attend.

Second, our hope is to have our classes operate in person, with a Zoom 
component for the “Engaging God” class. We know things might need  
to change, but we plan to begin our Sunday school classes on  
September 13 at 9:00 a.m. We hope you’ll be able to join us for  
one of the following classes.

Be Hopeful—A Study of Ezekiel | Jim Yoder 
Ezekiel is a book of contrasts, trying to examine what it means to be in 
captivity and yet have a certainty of being part of God’s eternal plan. The 
book carefully documents a historical record, almost like a diary, and, in 
the midst of captivity, proclaims God’s provision for our highest need, a 
new heart and a new spirit. If you feel a sense of captivity in the events of 
our time, Ezekiel will be like a balm of Gilead.

Knowing Jesus—A Christological Overview of the Bible | Taylor Brown 
There is nothing more important than growing in our knowledge of and our love for Jesus. He 
never changes and yet we never run out of things to learn about Him. Taylor will cover a variety of 
topics relating to the person and work of Jesus: Christophanies in the OT, the hypostatic union, the 
intercessory role of Christ in heaven, and much more. This deep yet accessible class will challenge 
your mind, impassion your heart, and motivate your hands and feet to bring glory to the Savior.

Engaging God—Spiritual Disciplines for All Ages | Ben Burkholder 
(with Zoom option) 
The God of the universe has called us into relationship with him, but what does that look like? How 
do we engage him in our day-to-day lives that often seem so full of other tasks. This class will provide 
an overview for why we need spiritual disciplines and unpack different disciplines that we’ll get to 
practice together. This is designed to be conducive for families to attend together if they wish and 
will also have a Zoom component accessible here.

Worship
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NPC TRAP SHOOT 2020 
Come join us for our yearly trap shoot! This is a great time to share with your children or neighbors. 
No experience is required. Safety and training lessons will be given to all new or inexperienced 
shooters.  

The trap shoot is open to all men, women, boys, and girls ages 11 and older. It will be held on 
Saturday, September 26 from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. at Gospel Fellowship Presbyterian Church in 
Valencia, PA. The cost is $15 per person (guests are free), which will cover clays, shells, and lunch.
Sign up by emailing Ian Miller.

COLLEGE CARE PACKAGES 
DEADLINE TO SIGN UP & DONATE: SEPTEMBER 13 
2020 has been quite an interesting year. Praise God that He is in control and that 
none of the events of this year have been a surprise to Him! Back in March, all of 
our college students were sent home during their spring semester to finish classes 
virtually. Now some of our students are beginning their semester on campus, while 
others are home, attending classes virtually.

We would like our church body to continue to come alongside all of our students by 
lifting them in prayer. We plan to send care packages in mid-September to welcome 
our college students to campus and encourage them with Scripture. Typically, we also send packages 
out before finals. This year most colleges and universities have made plans to have students stay 
home when they return for Thanksgiving and complete the rest of the semester virtually, including 
finals. I am currently looking at different ways to encourage our students when they are not away at 
school, but are attending virtually.

If you have a student who would like to receive a package in September, please email me. Please 
include their full college address, name of school (if not part of the address) and their birthdate. 
Also, if you would like them to receive occasional words of encouragement from me, please provide 
their e-mail address.

If you would like to support this ministry by donating homemade cookies, prepackaged snacks, or 
school supplies please contact me for details of when supplies need to be dropped off at the church 
and ideas of what items are needed.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. Most importantly pray for our students to 
draw close to the Lord and rely on Him. - Laura Osmond

CONNECT
Connect
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