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The name of the Lord 
is a strong tower; the 
righteous man runs 

into it and is safe. 
Proverbs 18:10 
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DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that Dan & Carol Dupee are working with NPC’s staff as Strength Finder consultants…that Katie Burke is taking 
classes online through Westminster Seminary in pursuit of a degree in Christian counseling…that a royal python can grow 
to be 35 feet…that new deacon, Jim Warmbrodt, once sat in the electric chair of Kentucky…that Jim Ludwig and Jeffrey 
Greenbaum play pickle ball…that Russia is larger than Pluto…that the elders and staff of NPC are focused on PBJ…that Paul 
Spangler helps out around NPC as our electrical expert, and more…that John and Amelia Rocchio were married 83 years…
that Carol Shoemaker used to be a dental hygienist…that Dan Sherwin is chair of our deacon’s Building & Grounds team…that 
Mike and Jeanne Safreed are building a new home in North Sewickley Twp…that the tentacles of the giant arctic jellyfish can 
grow to be 120 ft long…that the McGlothlins are moving from Florida to Virginia…that Rhoda Grossman is now a NPC media 
volunteer…that the human body produces more than 7 miles of hair per year…that those who read the FYI produce 8% more 
hair than those who do not? Did you know these things? I thought you should.

HISTORY 
CORNER 
The brief of the matter is 
this: secret things belong 
to God, and those that 
are revealed belong to 
us [Deuteronomy 29:29]; 
therefore, when we meet 
with a plain precept, we 
should simply endeavor to 
obey it, without tarrying 
to inquire into God's 
hidden purpose. 
- Jerome Zanchius 
 1516-1590 
 Absolute Predestination

FAMILY OF THE MONTH: 
CHUCK TESSMER 
 I wanted to interview Chuck Tessmer for this feature since I started writing. 
He always said “not now.” No one has lived through as many years of our church 
history which includes three different locations, two different denominations, 
and many pastors. Sadly, on September 11, he died. I had the privilege of 

getting to know him during his last two years. 
 Present and past members of the Church 
shared some memories of Chuck and I’m going 
to present them in the manner of Pastor Dan’s 
“Did You Know. ”  
 Did you know that both Judy Brooks and Janie 
Koska referred to him as “what a sweetheart?” 
They said he would always come to the welcome 
counter and get a hearing-aid device. After 
service he would politely return it with a smile. 
Did you know that the reason he sometimes left 
church early was to get to Sunny Jim’s in time to 
watch the Steelers with friends? Pete Longjohn 
told me that on days when he wasn’t rushing off 
to see the Steelers he would grab some coffee 

and discuss the sermon or politics before going home. Did you know that Chuck 
had a McDonald’s breakfast group that he loved and Jack Wood is the last one of 
the group still alive? 
 Did you know that Al Schaefer is the same age as Chuck and would often 
see him reading papers at the library? Did you know that Chuck owned a 
1974 MG Midget and he would drive it over to Rick Miskell’s house who also 
had a little sports car? Did you know that Ann Spangler informed me that the 
Melwood Church on Babcock where Chuck was confirmed in 1945 and probably 
baptized in 1930 actually started out as an afternoon Sunday School for the Ross 
Community Church that her family attended? 
 Did you know that Ruth Carroll’s husband Bob, who was a Doctor, gave free 
care to clergy and nuns in the area and the pastor at the Melwood Church on 
Babcock was one of his patients? Many years later she remembers serving on 
the finance committee at NPC with Chuck. Helen Menhorn remembers that 
Chuck was the Treasurer of Ross Twp. Did you know that, as a child, Chuck and 
the Tessmer family would walk on Sunday mornings from their house above 
Kentzel Road to Melwood Church on Babcock? Dan Lacich referred to him as “a 
fixture in the Church, kind and gentle, thoughtful and encouraging and willing 
to do anything he could for the ministry.” 
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 It would be fair to say that Chuck’s life and attitude changed dramatically after he fell and broke some of his teeth in 
2019 and could no longer drive his red 1993 Geo Storm. When I asked if I could pick him up for church he never said no 
it was always not yet. Covid19 only made things worse as getting a dentist to fix his teeth or even seeing a doctor was 
difficult. 
 Did you know that Chuck was still living alone in his home one week before he died. So, this gentle, quiet, friendly but 
private, giant who was also sometimes stubborn, got his wish in the way he would end his time on earth before spending 
eternity with God. 
 The last story is about a kind invitation from Chuck that helped change a life. Linda Leones was a tenant in an 
apartment that he owned. In her words, she was a lost soul living a sinful life. God spoke to her through Christian media 
and changed her heart but her actions were slow to change. She was feeling that it was time to get serious and while 
talking with Chuck in the laundry room he offered the simple advice, “Why don’t you come to my church?” Linda met Bob 
Stauffer, a pastor at the time, soon joined the choir, and her life changed forever. Maybe a way to honor Chuck would be 
to follow Chuck’s example and ask a friend, “Why don’t you come to my church,” which was Chuck’s all his life.  
 - Jim Ludwig

A to Z participants enjoy time 
at Urban Air Trampoline Park

KIDS' WORSHIP HAS BEGUN 
 During adult worship every other week, kids are meeting in small groups 
to learn about God, the Bible, and lessons they can apply to their lives. The 
following teams have assembled and are leading the kids this year:

  • 3's and 4's - Holly Fairfield and Stacy Altmyer

  • 5's - Susan O'Leary, Joan Castillo, and Beth Satariano

  • 6's - Kily Librich, Jan Muzyn, Lily Stites, Susann and  
  Iona Pinkerton

  • 7's Girls - Kayleigh Layden, Bethany Osmond, Alison Sanders,  
  and Lana Stites

  • 7's Boys - Deb Holt, Caleb Stites, Kim and Elizabeth Haytock

  • 8's - Susan Burke, Kristen and Daniel Satariano, Leslie Van   
  Newkirk, and Josh Laird

TREKKERS IS BACK 
Sunday Once A Month | 5:00 - 6:15 p.m. | Room 305 
 Trekkers is a fun, youth-group like meeting for 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders. 
We will meet once a month at North Park Church either outside (weather 
permitting) or in Room 305. A pre-packaged snack and drink will be 
provided as well as games, prizes, bible study, and prayer.  
 Parents should plan to drop off their child right at the outside church 
entrance where they will receive their child's safety tag. Kids, bring a 
friend, and your bible. Hope to see you there! 
 Mark your calendars for Trekkers. Questions? Email Kelly Laird  
(kellylaird@northparkepc.org).
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REFRESH CONFERENCE 
Saturday, October 3 | 9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. | Gospel Fellowship 
 The Joni and Friends Refresh conference is a one-day event designed to equip you to minister to and alongside people 
affected by disability. Refresh will be at Gospel Fellowship Church, 161 McFann Road, Valencia, PA 16059. 
 Registration is NOW OPEN. For more information contact Joni and Friends at (614) 861-8920 or search "Refresh" at 
joniandfriends.org to register. The cost is $15 or $12 per person (2 or more people) and lunch will be provided.

COMPASS: NPC VIDEO COMPETITION 
Thursday, October 22 | 7:00 - 8:15 p.m.  
 We will be holding an exclusive church-wide video competition. We are looking for submissions of all kinds, funny 
ones, creative ones, serious ones, musical auditions, stunts, or anything that has brought you satisfaction, joy, or laughter. 
 Submitted videos will be reviewed for awards and prizes from a variety of categories including but not limited to, the 
most humorous, best picture, most artistic, etc. Paul once said something about being a fool for Christ’s sake, and this 
might be your golden opportunity. If you think you have something worth submitting, we’d love to see it! 
 As for location, if COVID-19 transmission remains low in the county, we plan to hold the event in the NPC sanctuary 
with social distance precautions taken and face coverings worn.  
 If, however, transmission increases, we would plan to live stream the video from North Park Church’s YouTube channel 
to be watched at individual homes. 
 If you’d like to submit a video for this fantastic evening, please submit a video file to this Dropbox folder:  
https://bit.ly/3iLX4Ep. Questions? Email Ben Burkholder (benburkholder@northparkepc.org)
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