
God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control. 
II Timothy 1:7 (ESV)

Missions Corner 
Stay informed about our 
missions and what God  
is doing in the world.

Sunday School 
The list of winter classes 

are now avilable. 
Classes start January 5.

New Year. New Look 
Read about the rebrand of 

North Park Church.
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FEATURES
DID YOU KNOW?

Features

Did you know that Dale Wiggins just took a new job with CNG, where Phil Van Sickel works….that Dale’s 
mom, Doris, has just moved into town from Oil City….that only two words have six consonants in a 
row: catchphrase and latchstring….that Luke Hopper recently received a Master’s Degree in Healthcare 
Management and has taken a job in the field….that Spencer Lunt played a leading role in the NA 
production, The Musical Comedy Murders of 1940….that taste buds live only 10 days before dying and being 
replaced….that Josh/Julianna Kish have moved into a new home in Ingomar….that Ben Burkholder 
will wed Erin Daly to Paul Hooker on January 4 at the Renaissance Hotel….that in most every species 
of mammal, females live longer than males….that we have new and improved WiFi throughout our 
campus….that Heather Schogren, our Communications Designer, played the role of Gingerbread Man 
at our outreach event….that under his striped fur a tiger has striped skin….that Trenton Van Oss is now 
clerking for SCOTUS judge Brett Kavanaugh….that Barb Buirge and Cindy Frey organized our December 
15 Christmas Brunch….that only male fireflies can fly….that Phil Van Sickel was recently working in 
Brussels….that Caleb Stites was in the NA production of Elf….that a chameleon’s tongue is twice as long 
as its body….that those who read the FYI have 4% longer tongues than those who do not? Did you know 
these things? I thought you should. - Dan Hendley

HISTORY 
CORNER 
 
Consider this quote written 
by a theologian and 
prime minister in Holland: 
“Modernism, which abolishes 
and denies every difference, 
cannot rest until it has made 
woman man and man woman, 
and putting every distinction 
on a common level, kills life 
by placing it under the ban 
of uniformity. One type must 
answer for all, one uniform, 
one position and one and 
the same development of 
life; and whatever 
goes beyond and 
above it, is looked 
upon as an insult 
to the common 
consciousness.” 
(Abraham Kuyper, 
Stone Lectures, 
delivered at 
Princeton 1898.) 
- Jim Yoder 

CHICK-FIL-A 
AND NPC 
 Since Chick-fil-A has been in 
the news recently, it may be helpful 
to clarify the history and purpose 
behind the receipt collection box 
that has been at our info counter for 
2019. One of our members, seeking 
to find a creative way to make an 
impact among the homeless in our 
city, asked the local Chick-fil-A’s if 
they’d give us a portion of proceeds 
towards free sandwiches for such 

a purpose. They graciously agreed, 
and this past spring they gave us 60 
sandwiches to pass out during one of 
our homeless outreaches, something 
we hope to do again. To be clear, 
we are not promoting or endorsing 
Chick-fil-A, just using their 
generosity in our own endeavors to 
impact Pittsburgh. For this reason, 
we will continue to collect receipts 
for the purposes of future ministry 
which we are planning for next year. 
In addition, note that the Chick-fil-A 
box is now in the church office. 
- Dan Hendley
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FAMILY OF 
THE MONTH: 
WILLIAMS 
 Everyone has seen David’s smiling 
face and heard his melodious baritone 
voice. But how much do you know 
about this quiet man and his even 
quieter brother? Get ready to learn 
about two remarkable people God’s 
providence has brought to NPC for  
a season. 
 David and Peter Williams grew up in 
Baldwin Township. That is on the other 
side of the “tubes” for those of you 
who never cross the river to the South 
Hills. They have an older brother Mark 
who lives in Columbus, OH. Their 
mother, Diana died 12 years ago. She 
was an exceptional homemaker and a 
special education teacher with Easter 
Seals. Their father Karl was a math 
teacher at Knoxville Middle School.  
He is now retired but still has a  
passion for extensive Christmas 
lighting and decorations. 
 David graduated from Grove City 
with a B.A. in Music Education, but his 
education was just getting started. His 
first job was with Pressley Ridge Day 
School teaching music. While working 
he got an Associate Nursing degree 
from CCAC. Then he began working at 
St. Margaret’s Hospital in the ER. At the 
same time, he earned a B.S. in Nursing 
at Waynesburg University. Another 
Master’s degree from Chatham in 
Nursing Education would follow. 
 While still working in the ER 
David began to teach nursing part 
time at Pitt, Duquesne, and Robert 
Morris. Then he earned a second 
masters at Robert Morris along with 
a Doctorate in Nursing Practice and 

became dual licensed as a Family 
Nurse Practitioner and as a Psychiatric 
Mental Health Nurse Practitioner. He 
spent one year with Heartland in 
Palliative Care. 
 Currently David is working with 
Children’s Community Pediatrics in 
Sarver doing Child and Adolescent 
Psychiatry and Primary Care. Since 
he is currently not going to school, he 
somehow finds time to moonlight with 
his first love, Pressley Ridge. 
 David did not come to North Park 
because someone invited him. David 
went to Google to search for an EPC 
church. He considers the worship 
team to be his care group. His favorite 
scripture is Jeremiah 1:5 and his prayer 
request is related to that verse. Because 
God knows the plans he has for David, 
David would like prayer to help discern 
his next steps. Could it be a PHD, a 
teaching job, or staying right where  
he is? 
 A little-known fact about David is 
his amazing hobby which I think his 
father inspired. He currently decorates 
about 200 Christmas trees every year in 
his home, mostly 4-6’ tall. 
 When David is not singing up front 
you will see him sitting near the aisle 
halfway up Section 3 next to his older 
brother Peter. Peter graduated from 
Rochester Institute of Technology 
with a degree in Biology in 1995. After 
graduation, he came back to Pittsburgh 
and worked in a research lab with the 
University of Pittsburgh. 
 Peter was not satisfied with that 
and when he got the chance to go 
to India with a hospital group he 
jumped at it. Next, he joined the Peace 
Corp for 27 months doing health and 
community development work in 
The Gambia (West Africa). After a 

time searching for his next job, the 
devastating earthquake hit Haiti. He 
and David went to help in 2010. David 
responded for a week as a nurse but 
Peter stayed one month. During this 
experience Peter decided to get a 
Master’s in Public Health at Tulane. 
 Now with a degree, Peter would find 
three interesting emergency response 
jobs that lasted about 10 months 
each. He went to Liberia to fight the 
Ebola outbreak, then Atlanta for the 
Zika outbreak in Central America, 
and finally Houston for Hurricane 
Harvey response. After many short-
term assignments, Peter is an expert 
at living out of a suitcase. His last 
job search was for about 1 ½ years 
and he has spent the last 6 months in 
Pittsburgh with David and us. 
 On January 6, Peter will be going to 
Trinidad working with the Caribbean 
Public Health Agency specializing 
in infectious diseases and disaster 
planning. There is the potential for 
this to turn into a long-term job. So 
now that you know something about 
Peter, make sure you get to say good-
bye, wish him well and pray for God’s 
guidance for his future. By the way, 
Peter speaks 7 languages and has 
studied 2 others, so if you say goodbye 
in another language there is a good 
chance he will understand. While 
you’re at it, why not say thanks to David 
for his part in our worship team and 
ask to see pictures of his Christmas 
trees?  - Jim Ludwig
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NEW YEAR. NEW LOOK. 
 You may have noticed that the North Park Church logo has been updated. Let me share with you the inspiration for this 
new look. 
 As the youngest member of the NPC staff and the graphic designer, I have been inspired by the caring community here at 
NPC and personally have a desire to reach our community and impact a generation for Christ. I was inspired by the Lord to 
update the logo. Because young people in the US are leaving the church, I would like to inspire them to visit NPC. 
 The rebrand of our logo effectively conveys that we are a thriving community. Jonathan Shirk came up with the 
original compass logo which points north, toward God, and acknowledges the “North” in North Park Church. Taking into 
consideration that the compass logo is the visual identity of NPC, it is therefore important to retain the original compass 
theme and color, but modernize it. The use of a color scheme is to spark interest and make it refreshing. 
 As you may have noticed these colors have been utilized in the design of the pew inserts and the directory. The details of 
the color choices are: green is a nod to North Park and blue conveys the Holy Spirit. 
 I did extensive research and received input from the church designer community while preparing and creating this logo. I 
hope you agree and you are pleased with this new look in this new year. - Heather Schogren
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WORSHIP
WINTER 2020 
SUNDAY  
SCHOOL 
CLASSES 
 
The Use and Abuse of Fear  
- Adam Bright and Kristin Brown

The world is full of fear. We will explore what should be 
feared and what should not be feared.  
We will also discover good substitutes and ways to 
mitigate fear where it’s appropriate.

The Art of Parenting - Gary and Kelly Laird

Many parents have strong desires for how we want our 
children to turn out. But sometimes we just aren’t sure 
how to get there. “The Art of Parenting” class, based 
on the book by the same name by Dennis and Barbara 
Rainey, is being offered for the winter term here at 
North Park Church. This 8-session, video-based study, 
is designed to not only help parents find new ways to 
integrate faith into everyday parenting moments, but 
also to create an environment where moms and dads 
can shoulder burdens together, celebrate breakthroughs, 
and relate to one another’s day to day parenting journey. 
A workbook will need to be purchased for $12.50 to 
complement the learning that goes on in this class.

Stewarding Your Money in 2020  
- Kevin Sanders

The start of a new year is a great opportunity to take a 
fresh look at a topic that impacts all of us each and every 
day—money. No, this is not a class on tithing...it’s much 
bigger than that. This is a class on stewardship. What’s 
that? Stewardship is the responsible overseeing and 
protection of something considered worth caring 
for or protecting. God has made us stewards of his 

creation, which includes all of the resources at our 
disposal. While that can apply to things much broader 
than just money, it will be our focus for this class. Did you 
know that the Bible contains over 2,000 verses related 
to money? Clearly, God has something to say about this 
subject. During this eight-week class, we’ll cover many 
of the principles in the Bible related to money and apply 
them to how God wants us to steward our money in the 
areas of spending, saving, and giving. I hope you’ll join 
me as we open the scriptures and challenge ourselves to 
greater stewardship in the new year.

Flourishing Faith in Exile: Reflections on 
the Place of Faith in our Cultural Moment  
- Ben Burkholder

It is hard to deny that the influence of Christian faith on 
American culture is on the wane. Does this mean that 
the faith has lost its vibrancy or its ability to influence 
positively our secular world? In our class, we will be 
drawing from key narratives of the Israelite exile (Daniel, 
Esther, and others), a time when the Israelite world lost 
its political independence and worship of Israel’s God was 
forever changed by the loss of Temple. We will learn that 
faith in exile, and even our own time of waning influence, 
can be still be as vibrant and as powerful and God will 
still be at work like he always has been.

Gospel Living - John Faber

This group will focus on men growing in the humbling 
awareness of God’s mercy granted to them in the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, and living out the implications of this 
gospel in joyful trust and confidence in Christ.  
This group will meet to:  
1. Study God’s word, gleaning the redemptive themes that 
are meant to produce humble, patient, loving men who 
give up their lives for others.  
2. Pray for one another, knowing that we are totally 
dependent on Christ to change us. 
3. Apply the gospel in the various contexts of life. 

CLASSES BEGIN SUNDAY, JANUARY 5
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STEPHEN  
MINISTRY MINUTE 
...and Love your Neighbor as Yourself...Jesus 

Matthew 12:31 
 Albert Camus (Nobel-Prize winning author) said "Don’t 
walk behind me, I may not lead. Don’t walk in front of me, I 
may not follow. Just walk beside me and be my friend.” 
 The experiences we have in life equip us to be the 
encouragement for a brother or sister who needs help  
when they are facing their own personal storm(s). This life 
we live in this modern world comes with great pressure 
placed on us by society – pushing us to be the very best 
we can be at everything we do. This can cause us to be 
overwhelmed in times of crises and then we lose our way  in 
our Christian walk. 
 When crises come upon us and we find we are facing 
hard things, it can seem to us that those who are closest to 
us do not satisfy the deep desires in our hearts. In those 
times, we really are not looking for someone to give us their 
expert advice or try to tell us how we should respond in a 
situation – we simply need someone who just walks with 
us – who cares for us exactly where we are in this walk, not 
judging but loving as Christ loves us. That is the foundation 
of Stephen Ministry.  
 Stephen Ministers are assigned to a care receiver not 
to “fix them,” but to walk beside them and be their friend 
unconditionally. 
 We have just completed the Spiritual Gifts Sunday School 
class, and one thing that we learned is that we are not 
made to walk this journey of life alone, especially in the 
Church. We learned that each person has unique special 
gifts to serve the Body of Messiah. That can mean walking 
with a brother or sister who is in pain, in need of a friend, 
or someone just to share with in the painful path they find 
themselves on. 

 We know that we are loved and saved by a God who 
walks with us and has Agape love for us. Although we know 
that we are held in the palms of God’s hands, (“Behold, I 
have inscribed you on the palms of My hands; Your walls 
are continually before Me. - Isaiah 49:16) there are times 
when the burden of our stress prevents us from seeing 
and believing this. A care receiver said, “the fact that 
God is invisible makes it hard for me to experience him 
sometimes.” This can cause them to move further away 
from God. These hurting souls need to be restored and 
returned to God. That is what Stephen Ministers are called 
to do.  
 We are blessed to have the Stephen Ministry Program 
in our church. Trained Stephen Ministers represent the 
physical arms and hands of our Lord in support of their 
brothers and sister. The Stephen Minister knows that 
they cannot fix others, but they show up and give their 
time, walking beside the care receiver offering them 
unconditional love, a shoulder to lean on, and loyal and 
confidential support. 
 The Stephen Minister is a safe place to share burdens, a 
person to guide them, and if needed, help to point the care 
receiver to restoration of their relationship with God. This 
partnership is what Stephen Ministers are trained to do and 
who joyously offer so selflessly. 
 The Bible says in Philippians 2:4, "Let each of you look 
not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of 
others." If you feel God leading you to serve our church 
family in the capacity of a Stephen Minister then contact 
Mark Sharpnack. You will become equipped through the 
extensive training classes to serve, to give, and to minister 
to your beloved brethren. As we say…the benefits are out 
of this world. Contact Mark Sharpnack at marksharpnack@

northparkepc.org or (412) 367-5000 ext. 223 if you want to 
have a Stephen Minister walk with you or if you, wish to 
become part of this wonderful team of servants.  
- Jim Ludwig

“Behold, I have inscribed you 
on the palms of My hands; Your 
walls are continually before Me." 

Isaiah 49:16
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YOUTH GROUP 
JANUARY 
SCHEDULE  
January 5 
Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
North Park Church 
 

January 8 
Middle + 
High School 
Small Groups 
7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
North Park Church 
 

January 12 
Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
North Park Church 
 

January 19 
Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
North Park Church 
 

January 22 
Middle + 
High School 
Small Groups 
7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
North Park Church 
 

January 26 
Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
North Park Church

MISSIONS CORNER 
 
Lunch ‘n Learn: GROW Center 
in Lebanon with Robert Hamd
 Robert and Joyce Hamd, our supported 
missionaries serving in Lebanon, will be 
returning to North Park on Sunday, January 
12 to give us another stimulating snapshot 
into the powerful way God is at work in 
Lebanon and particularly in the GROW 
Center’s work. You won’t need to worry about getting home late for lunch 
either since we’ll be providing lunch for those who sign up ahead of time at the 
information counter. We hope you and your family will be able to join us for this 
riveting time with Robert and Joyce in Room 112 from 12:00 – 1:00 p.m. The 
GROW Center is seeking to add another center strategically located for maximal 
impact, and Robert will let us know how we can help make a difference.

Designated Giving for GROW Center
Starting on January 12, we will be opening up a period 
of designated giving where people can give donations 
specifically to help the GROW center purchase their 
next facility. You can drop donations off at the table in 
the lobby or give them in the church offering marked 
“Lebanon” in the memo line. If you plan to give to the 
GROW center, please have donations in by February 9 at 
which point we will end the designated giving period.  

Flag Updates
Have you noticed anything different about the sanctuary? We have recently 
updated the flags in the rear of the sanctuary to reflect accurately the countries 
that our missionaries are reaching! It was time to change some of the flags 
because some of our missionaries have changed fields and others have been 
added or retired. As you look at them each Sunday, please pray that the Gospel 
would go forth into each of these countries, and that true genuine faith would 
flourish in each. In addition, rejoice that together we are able to have a global 
impact that reaches the ends of the earth. - Ben Burkholder

Worship
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Connect

CONNECT
NPC ALL CHURCH 
RETREAT: MADE 
TO FLOURISH 
APRIL 17-19, 2020 | LAURELVILLE 
CAMP AND CONFERENCE CENTER 

Are you ready for a weekend to inspire you, delight you, 
instruct you, and help you FLOURISH in your faith? You 
may have been hearing about the retreat, but here are some 
frequent questions:
 
WHEN IS THE RETREAT?  
April 17-19, 2020. It will begin Friday evening and end 
Sunday at noon.
 
WHERE IS LAURELVILLE CAMP?
Laurelville is located in the Laurel Highlands area. You 
can either take the turnpike to Donegal, or take Route 30 
through Ligonier.
 
HOW IS THE FOOD IN THE DINING HALL?
Excellent! The cooking team accommodates special 
dietary preferences and always has a variety of options. (I 
especially like their sticky buns at breakfast and salad bar!)
 
WHAT CAN I DO DURING FREE TIME?
Saturday afternoon is often a favorite time for all ages. If 
you like active sports, there is a basketball court, mini-golf, 
volleyball court, hiking trails, kickball, relay races for all 
ages, and even a tennis court! If you’d rather catch up on 
some sleep with a nap, or sit around and talk with friends, 
there is plenty of space to do that!
 
WHERE DO WE STAY?
We have reserved the Solar House, which has hotel-like 
rooms that open into a common area. If you’d rather camp, 
there are campsites available for tent campers as well as 
motor homes. 

 
DO WE JUST SIT AROUND AND LISTEN  
TO SERMONS?
No! There will be 4 sessions. Each session will include a 
time of worship for all ages, teaching by Terry Timm, and 
by small group discussion.
 
WHAT KINDS OF THINGS WILL THE 
CHILDREN BE DOING?
The children will have their own activities and their own 
lessons. They will also have time for outdoor games, 
scavenger hunts, crafts, hikes, and even will prepare a skit 
to do at the evening activity.
 
I KNOW I’VE HEARD OF TERRY TIMM.  
WHO IS HE?
Terry is a pastor in the South Hills. You may have heard him 
on the John and Kathy show on WORD FM. He is a weekly 
guest, and speaks on a variety of topics in ways to pursue 
God and follow His teaching.
 
WHEN DOES REGISTRATION START?
Registration is February 2 - March 28, 2020. There is an 
Early Bird Discount of $10 off per adult before March 1, 
2020.
 
I STILL HAVE QUESTIONS. WHO CAN 
I ASK?
You can call Joyce Kish at (412) 973-4237 or Mark Sharpnack 
at (412) 367-5000, ext. 233.
 
Save the date on your calendar! You won’t want to miss this 
special experience! - Joyce Kish
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IMPACT
ALPHA KICKOFF 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 16 
6:00 - 8:00 P.M. | BLUE ROOM 
 You’ve heard us talk about Alpha in the church service. Now we’d like to invite 
you to personally experience Alpha as well on January 16 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
in the Blue Room. The evening will begin with dinner, then transition to the 
initial video in the series and end with a directed discussion about faith. Now, to 
make this experience as interesting as it can be, I’d highly recommend bringing 
someone from outside the church. We have invite cards in the lobby to help you 
with that. If you do invite someone, please help us get to 100 invites for that night 
and check it off the list in the lobby. 
 To be sure, this is a kickoff for something that will run past that night. We fully 
hope that people will want to continue with us for the duration of Alpha, which 
will be occurring in two separate groups, though we anticipate these to be smaller 
groups with about 10-12 people. One group will meet on Tuesday evenings, 
headed by the McKinneys, and the other group will meet on Thursdays led by the 
Shrivers and Burkholders.  
 We will run for approximately 10 weeks and end on March 19. If you have a 
friend who’s interested in talking about faith but not a committed Christian, 
this is the perfect place to bring him or her. It will be a welcoming environment 
where we get to explore faith claims together. 
 For the kickoff evening, the main course will be provided by some excellent 
cooks. We ask North Park attendees to bring the following according to last 
names: A-F: - Side Dish | G-O: Salad | P-Z: Appetizer. 
 In addition to making our initial night a success, we would like to help each 
of our leaders focus on leading the groups each night they meet. As a result, 
we are requesting that volunteers assist us by preparing meals on Tuesdays or 
Thursdays that will feed 10-12 people. If you’d like to assist in this way, see the 
signup sheet at the Information Counter. Other questions, direct to Pastor Ben at 
benburkholder@northparkepc.org. - Ben Burkholder

Worship
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VBS 2020 
JUNE 22-26

BONUS: Can you name all the amours of God?



BIRTHDAYS
Sally Hilderhoff 
Julianna Kish 
Rachael Piett 
James Yoder 
Brandon Gilbert 
Pam Miller 
Mushira Mikhael 
Susan Meeneghan 
Rob O'Brien 
Joyce Wanninger 
Suzanne Lish 
Kate Shriver 
Lisa Arnold 
Kim Mycyk

1 
 
 

2 
3 
5 
6 
7 
 

10 
11 
12 

 

Mike Stitt 
Haley Dzadovsky 
Kim Zaiser 
Janet Lochner 
Alana Stites 
Colin Bright 
Aaron Sullivan 
Amelia Gilbert 
Rosemary Craft 
Chris Wu 
Jeff Longmore 
Anna Fox 
Will Fowler 
Dawson Haytock

14 
 

15 
16 
18 
20 
21 
22 
24 

 
27 

 
 

28

5 
8 

23

Daniel & Beth Fox 
Jeff & Lauren Fowler 
Philip & Carla Rooke

ANNIVERSARIES


