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Making disciples of Jesus who 

 WORSHIP God passionately, 

    CONNECT with each other in caring community, & 

      IMPACT the world through word and deed. 

MEMORY VERSE 
Let the wicked forsake his way, 
 and the unrighteous man 
 his thoughts; 
let him return to the Lord, that He 
 may have compassion on him, and 
 to our God, for He will abundantly pardon. 
Isaiah 55:7
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FEATURES
DID YOU KNOW?

Features

Did you know that Ross Wilkin (Canadian) just became an American citizen....that Jeff and Kayleigh 
Layden recently moved in to a new home in Beaver County….that the Post-Gazette published an article 
about Jim Ludwig’s long-time family flower business on December 22….that Harry Houdini was only 
5’1” tall….that Linnea Fairfield is studying in Spain for three months….that Hazel McKinney has 
become a confirmed member of our church….that there are no turkeys in Turkey….that only female 
ducks quack….that Joe Wanninger’s full name is Joseph Frederick Wanninger Jr….that Lee Costa just 
moved home after experiencing severe water damage….that aardvarks have been known to attack 
and kill lions….that no sports teams are known as The Aardvarks….that Julie Harrer came to faith 
through an Alpha class….that Dick Luther was an industrial engineer for US Steel….that there are 
1.5 million insects on earth for every human….that the next North Park Encounter is April 5….that 
the elders of our church will retreat together with the Lord January 31-February 1….that giraffes are  
six-feet tall at birth….that those who read the FYI are 12% taller than those who do not? Did you know 
these things? I thought you should. - Dan Hendley

PROPOSED CHANGE TO NPC BY-LAWS
On March 1 at 9:00 a.m., we will hold our Winter congregational meeting. As always, we will be voting for a nominating 

committee, but this time we will also vote on a proposed change in our bylaws. This change pertains to the age at which a 
church member may vote in congregational meetings. Current rules allow confirmed members to vote at the age of 18, but a 
proposal will be presented to lower that voting age to 15 for those who have attended NPC membership classes.

On Sunday, February 23 we will hold an informational meeting after worship to present the proposal and its basis to 
those who desire to know or have questions.

HISTORY CORNER
 General William Booth, Founder of the Salvation Army 
(1829-1912) wrote: "I consider that the chief dangers which 
will confront the 20th century will be: religion without the 
Holy Spirit; Christianity without Christ; forgiveness without 
regeneration, and Heaven without Hell."



4 NPC FYI February 2020
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FAMILY OF 
THE MONTH: 
HAVENERS 
 One Sunday morning as I went to 
settle into my preferred pew I felt a 
toddler crawling around my feet. I 
thought I would surprise and maybe 
startle him by picking him up and 
putting him over my shoulder. Much 
to my delight Emmett Havener just put 
his arms around my neck. 
 As we started worship he was quite 
content to sit next to me. The rest of 
his family was in the pew behind and 
he must have thought I was just more 
family. In his world, all he knew  
was being surrounded by loving  
family members. 
 When you get those ‘76’ seconds 
before the sermon to greet those 
around you, take advantage of it. You 
may meet some interesting people. 
Here’s what I learned about the 
Haveners over a delightful lunch.
 Many Sundays you will see them up 
front with the worship team. Chloe is 
Brooke and Gayla Hopkins' daughter, 
so it comes as no surprise that she is 
musically talented. 
 Besides a beautiful voice, smile 
and eyes, she loves to dance. If you 
didn’t see her and Jonathan do The 
Charleston for the talent show at 
church, let’s just say I thought they 
were professionals. 
 Chloe has taken lessons in ballet, 
jazz, tap, hip hop, Irish, and ballroom 
dancing (Jonathan too, on that last 
one). She also has a talent in costume 
design and has costumed a production 
of The Nutcracker as well as The Lion, 

the Witch, and the Wardrobe.
 

  
 If you are one of 8 homeschooled 
children, what is the chance of 
meeting a life mate like yourself? Meet 
Jonathan, one of 10 homeschooled 
children who grew up on the East side 
of Cleveland where the Haveners and 
Hopkins were close families. 
 The Haveners moved to Holmesville, 
OH when Jonathan was 10. He learned 
to play the piano and has sung in the 
church choir since he was 13.  
 Growing up he thought about a 
career in the military or construction. 
In Holmesville he learned the 
Pennsylvania Dutch traditions and 
language and worked a construction 
job with Amish builders.
 In January 2010, weeks after Peter 
Hopkin’s wedding, Jonathan and Chloe 
were reacquainted and smitten with 
each other. March 8th Jonathan finally 
got Brooke’s permission to date Chloe 
and on April 17th of the same year, 
Jonathan proposed to his childhood 
friend. They got married October 2, 
2010 (precisely 20 years after the day 
they met) in front of 300 family and 
friends in a church Chloe had pegged 
for a wedding the October before. 
 In Ohio, Jonathan worked a variety 
of jobs and volunteered for the Fire 
Department/EMS. In 2017, they were 
contemplating a move to Pittsburgh. 
Well, their house sold in one day and 
they were able to live in Jonathan’s 
parents’ basement for 8 weeks while he  
 

completed the application process to 
be an EMT for Pittsburgh.  
 On December 22, 2017, they bought 
a home on Arlington Ave in the South 
Side, large enough for a piano and a 
place to homeschool their children. 
They don’t recommend moving two 
days before Christmas. 
 The Haveners joined a care group. 
Where there are 6 couples with a 
total of 17 children (9 and under). The 
studying might be hard to come by, but 
the fellowship is just right. Jonathan’s 
favorite scripture verse is Isaiah 40:31 
and Chloe’s is Proverbs 30:8-9.
 Oliver (8), Hugo (7), Phoebe (5), 
and Emmett (2) are all well-behaved, 
even in a restaurant with someone 
interviewing their parents for  
1 ½ hours. 
 The boys are avid self-taught readers. 
Chloe challenged Oliver at the age of  
7 to read 100 books before he would 
turn 10. He has already finished more 
than 80 at 8. Did I mention that all  
their children were born at home by  
a mid-wife? 
 You might not know that Jonathan 
loves to hunt (23 years now), or 
that when he was 3, his family did 
a mission trip to Bangladesh and 
he remembers geckos covering the 
windows at night, eating insects and 
the pool on the compound filling up 
with snakes. 
 Little known facts for Chloe are 
that she loves period dramas and that 
she has photographed 12 weddings 
but has not yet cracked the market 
in Pittsburgh. I can’t imagine anyone 
with more artistic talent and an eye for 
what makes families bond than Chloe. 
Maybe her first wedding to photograph 
in Pittsburgh will come from someone 
reading this exposè- Jim Ludwig
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Worship

STEPHEN MINISTRY MINUTE 
 When I first heard about Stephen Ministry, I was drawn to the program. My 
existing ministry primarily focused on women of all ages, many of whom come 
from other cultures without familial support in the United States. I knew that 
Stephen Ministry could provide me with the tools necessary to better minister to 
these women. 
 What I thought would be a training track, ultimately turned out to be a learning 

WORSHIP
JOIN WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
FOR A COZY WINTER  
CAMP-IN! 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7 AT 7:00 p.m. - 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8 
Escape from the cold with a warm night of fellowship in the Blue Room!  
We will have s’mores and a viewing of the movie Overcomer. All women and girls 
are welcome, and you can stay just for the movie or sleep over for some extra 
fun and games! We will all head to Panera at 8:00 a.m. on 
Saturday morning to wrap up our time together. Come in your 
pajamas and bring snacks to share, your pillow and sleeping 
bag, an air mattress if you want and a toothbrush. If you’re not 
planning to stay overnight, bring a camp chair for comfortable 
movie viewing. We would also love a few people to bring tents. 
Please sign up at the Information Counter. Contact Jess O’Brien 
(jessicajobrien@gmail.com) or Kirstin Lukas at (kirstinlukas@

gmail.com) if you have any questions.

YOUTH GROUP 
FEBRUARY 
SCHEDULE  
February 2 
Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
North Park Church 

February 5 
Middle + 
High School 
Small Groups 
7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
North Park Church 

February 8 
World Vision 
Service Project 
8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

February 9 
Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
North Park Church 

February 16 
Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
North Park Church 

February 19 
Middle + 
High School 
Small Groups 
7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
North Park Church 

February 23 
Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
North Park Church

A TO Z CHALLENGE
 The A to Z Challenge has begun! This fun Bible 
memorization program is for everyone! If kids, 12 and under, 
complete the challenge, they will earn a pizza party at Urban 
Air Trampoline Park. If teens complete it, they will get a Starbucks gift card.  
And if adults complete it, they will get recognized. If you’d like to check it out,  
go to the church website on the Children’s Ministry page or type in  
bit.ly/NPC_AZ and download the information today! - Kelly Laird

for the challenge?
Are you
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CONNECT
NPC ALL CHURCH RETREAT
APRIL 17-19, 2020 | LAURELVILLE CAMP AND CONFERENCE CENTER
REGISTRATION STARTS FEBRUARY 2!!
 Have you been wondering how you can reach your potential as a Christian? Do you want to FLOURISH in your faith, in 
your family, relationships, work, and church? You won’t want to miss the opportunity for spiritual growth with a weekend 
away with your NPC family. Our semi-annual All Church Retreat is scheduled for April 17-19. Mark it on your calendar today. 
Registration starts February 2.

There is an EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT of $10 off per adult if you register before March 2!
 Our speaker, Terry Timm, has developed a set of 4 teaching sessions specifically for our church body. Terry believes 
each person uniquely bears the image of God which means you have untapped, divine potential. You can check him out at 
linkedin.com/in/terrytimm.

 Laurelville has limited tent sites and RV sites available for campers. The kitchen staff at Laurelville will accommodate 
dietary preferences such as Vegetarian, Vegan, Gluten free, Dairy free, and any other specific food allergies. This can be 
noted on your registration form. To read more information about Laurelville, check out their website at laurelville.org

 Children will be included in worship with their family then dismissed for special kid's activities, which will include Bible 
lessons, a skit, crafts, hikes, and games.  
 There will be a sign-up table in the lobby beginning February 1. Take home a brochure to read about this special weekend. 
Registration ends March 28. You are sure to return full of wonderful memories, great information to ponder, and new 
friends. Besides these blessings, you will have invested in a fun time with lots of laughs!
 If you have any questions about the retreat, you can contact Joyce Kish (joycemkish@gmail.com) or Mark Sharpnack 
(marksharpnack@northparkepc.org) - Joyce Kish

journey. Throughout the training I was struck by how much the program refocused my perspective and clarified it. We 
simply partner with people, but it is God who is the Ultimate Healer. 
 Throughout the training I learned how to be a better listener, which in turn taught me to accept people where they are and 
how they are. This allowed me to better understand others and more meaningfully provide assistance to them.
 I still continue to learn from the program, even though our formal training has ended. As I continue on my daily life, 
Stephen Ministry has left a print on my life and has taught me to pray daily for the women I serve and has led me into a 
closer relationship with God. - Mushira Mikhael
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	 FOR	OVER	40	YEARS	

	 THE	JUBILEE		
	 EXPERIENCE	

Every February, the CCO brings together thousands of college students to 
experience powerful worship, incredible speakers, amazing sponsors, and 
engaging workshops on topics that impact their lives. Through this, they 
will discover what it means to live faithfully in every area of life. They’ll 
focus on learning more about God and His plan for the world, and how He 
wants us to fit into that plan. The world needs more people who are joining 
with Christ in the restoration of all things. Students will discover that their 
passions, voice, vocation, interests, family, work, rest, praise, school, and 
life matter to Him.  

EVERYTHING	MATTERS.  

Where	is	Jubilee	held?		
Jubilee 2020 will be held at the Westin Convention Center in Pittsburgh, 
on February 21-23. 

 
How	Can	I	Get	Involved?		
LaRoche University will be taking a group of 25 students to Jubilee this 
year. One need that our group has while we are at the conference is food. 
We are looking for 4-6 volunteers to prepare, deliver and serve food 
to our students on Friday, February 21 at 5:00 P.M. You are then invited 
to share this meal with the students and attend the conference on Friday 
evening. This is a great way to get to know students and serve them in a 
tangible way.  

If you, or possibly your small group, are interested in meeting the needs 
of our students, please contact Julianna Kish for more details. Julianna  
can be reached by email at jkish@ccojubilee.org or by phone at  
(814) 505-8235. 

 

“This	was	my	first	trip	to	Jubilee	and	
it	was	more	than	I	could	have	asked	
for.	The	conference	was	legitimately	
life	changing.	This	is	a	trip	that	I	will	

forever	hold	in	my	heart.” 
- Jackie | Sophomore 
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Connect

FATHER-DAUGHTER DANCE 
PRELIMINARY MEETING 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2 | AFTER WORSHIP | ROOM 106
Dads, do you enjoy the good memories you’ve had with your daughter at the Father-Daughter Dance? We currently have 
it scheduled for Saturday, March 14, and we need your help to make it happen this year. Join us for a short meeting 
immediately after the service on Sunday, February 2 in the conference room (Room 106) from 11:50 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 
We will identify various ways we can share the load to make this year’s event a success. - Ben Burkholder

RADIANT PURITY CONFERENCE 
COMING TO NORTH PARK CHURCH! 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21 
6:00 - 9:15 p.m. 
& SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22 
9:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.  

WHAT? I am so excited to announce that North 
Park Church will be hosting a video conference for 
girls and their parents about living with radiant purity 
for the Lord! 

WHY? A girl who is set-apart for Jesus and walking closely with Him shines with a radiant brightness in this world of 
darkness. Purity is not found in a list of rules, but in the pursuit of Jesus Christ. This conference is creatively presented 
through practical instruction, skits, stories, and real-life examples, and will give biblical answers to everyday questions and 
deep life struggles.

WHO? This conference is designed for girls and women ages 10+. The material is discreet and appropriate for young girls, 
yet relevant to all ages. Mothers are encouraged to attend with their daughters, and fathers are welcome as well!

WHEN? The conference will take place on Friday, February 21 from 6:00-9:15 p.m. and Saturday, February 22 from 
9:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.  

WHAT TOPICS WILL BE COVERED? Topics covered will include: finding security in Christ, believing truth 
over emotions, delighting in Jesus, using years of singleness for God, crushes, disappointments, desires, building strong 
relationships with parents, forgiveness for your past, and Christ-centered social media.

WHAT IS THE COST TO ATTEND THIS CONFERENCE? $12.00 per person includes a Radiant Purity journal 
for each attendee, snacks throughout the weekend, and lunch on Saturday. Late registration is after February 7, and will be 
$15.00 per person.

HOW DO I REGISTER? Register online for this conference at tomorrowsforefathers.mypinnaclecart.com/conference-

registration

WHO DO I CONTACT WITH QUESTIONS? My name is Emily Harrer, and I will be hosting this conference! 
I can be reached at (724) 647-8283 or emily.harrer@pinnacleteaching.com. Please do not hesitate to contact me! - Emily Harrer
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Connect

MOVIE NIGHT!
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23 | 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. | ROOM 112

Parents and Grandparents, you are invited to attend a showing of the movie, Like Arrows. Here’s a 
brief synopsis from Family Life, “When conflict, rebellion, and resentment overwhelm their family, 
Charlie and Alice are forced to rethink their parenting strategy. In the process, they realize how 
critical intentionality and focus are when shaping and molding young lives. FamilyLife’s first feature 
film explores the challenges and joys that come with raising children. Through a journey that 
unfolds over 50 years, Charlie and Alice discover the unmistakable power of family. Together they 
learn that knowing and living by God’s Word is what brings transformation and hope to any family.

Like Arrows casts a powerful vision for parents, reminding us that nothing is more important for any family than to have 
God and His Word directing our lives. Executive produced by Alex and Stephen Kendrick, and FamilyLife’s Dennis and 
Barbara Rainey and Bob Lepine.” 

Childcare will be provided. Simply email us to let us know how many kids you’ll need it for. We will have popcorn! 
- Gary and Kelly Laird

IMPACT
ALPHA—WE NEED 
YOUR HELP!
 God never ceases to amaze me, and He did so with our Alpha launch. God not 
only brought people that we faithfully invited to Alpha, He also brought people 
none of us had met that found us on the internet and wanted to journey back to 
God. What a privilege to be a part of people’s spiritual journey and to see God 
bringing others to our church!
 The Alpha team is excited to be on the front lines of this exciting work, 
but we can’t do this without some support from others. You can help the team 
focus intentionally on the meetings each week and invite God to do His work in 
two specific ways. 
 First, we need people who are willing to make meals that feed 10-12 people. 
Alpha begins with a meal that is meant to break down barriers and build 
genuine friendship. By providing a meal, Alpha team members can concentrate 
on hosting well and engaging the guests God brings. If you would like to 
participate in this way, please sign-up at the Information Counter.
 Second, we need people to partner with us in prayer. If you’d like to be a part 
of our prayer team email Pastor Ben (benburkholder@northparkepc.org) and we 
can give you specific prayer requests for each meeting. This is God’s work, and 
we need Him to keep doing His mysterious and surprising work. Please join 
with us in prayer. - Ben Burkholder

DONATE 
TO GROW
 Through Sunday, February 9, you 
have an opportunity to help the GROW 
Center expand its Christian witness in 
Beirut as it cares for the children and 
parents of marginalized families in 
Lebanon. For every $20 donated, we are 
adding one piece to our Lego set.  
 The money we are raising will help 
them purchase a new location as they 
seek to begin replicating their work 
throughout Lebanon.
 If contributing via check, please, put 
'Lebanon' in the memo line and donate 
at the box in the lobby. Feel free to tell 
our builders at the table how many 
pieces they can add to complete our 
Lego set! Questions? See Pastor Ben. 
- Ben Burkholder
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Impact

COMPASS EVENT: FIRST RESPONDERS 
APPRECIATION DAY
 When we pick up the phone to dial 911, we expect someone to be ready to come to our aid, someone willing to run 
into a burning building, someone able to give us an IV, or someone capable of stopping an intruder. We expect someone 
else to risk their wellbeing for us. For that, we’d like to thank them. On a Sunday, March 1 from 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. we will 
host a special evening honoring the first responders in McCandless (police, firefighter, and EMS) who have made it their 
occupation to be ready for such spur-of-the-moment emergencies. Featuring a talk by the McCandless Fire Marshall, Dan 
Stack, we will corporately show our appreciation for their work and presence in our community.
 In order to make this a special evening, we are going to need volunteers to help cook the food, assemble gift bags for the 
first responders who attend, and set-up for the event. If you wish to help out, please indicate this on the sign-up sheet at the 
table in the lobby for the event or inform Pastor Ben (benburkholder@northparkepc.org.) Join us as we seek to give back to our 
community what they receive from us.
 Childcare will be provided for children 0-3. Guests are asked to bring one of the following based upon their last names: 
A-L: Desserts | M-Z:  Salads. - Ben Burkholder
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Impact

CHECK OUT THE MANY WAYS ANYONE CAN GET INVOLVED IN VBS 2020!
• Prayer Team   • Work Crew Leader and Helpers  • Set up Crew 

• Registration Table   • Squad Leader    • Office Helper

• Camp Store Coordinators  • Squad Aide     • Clean up Crew

• Donations Tracker   • Elective Leader (2 days only!)  • Meal Providers

• Floaters    • Snack Coordinator    • Gift Coordinator

• Website Director   • Snack Helper    • Crafts Leaders

• Missions Leader   • Games Leaders    • Bible Leaders

• Off-Site Coordinator  • Break Room Snacks Coordinator

VBS OPPORTUNITIES
 Did you know that planning for VBS is already underway? 
That means it is time for everyone here at North Park Church to 
consider how they will help this year! It takes everyone’s help to 
make this a success each and every year. Would you please pray 
about how God would have YOU get involved in VBS 2020 - The 
King is Coming!



BIRTHDAYS
Denise Velarde 
Beth Morley 
Sarah Faber 
Jim Childress 
Kayleigh Layden 
Jeff Smalley 
Ann Spangler 
Isadora Pinkerton 
Gloria Baldauff 
Hope Bolibruck 
Nancy Cullen 
Iona Pinkerton

1 
 
 

2 
3 
4 
7 
 

10 
11 
13 
14

Steve Karr 
James Warmbrodt 
Benjamin Haytock 
Grace Stitt 
Doug Reed 
Benjamin Lish 
Elijah Whittington 
Andrea Blackburn 
Rich Lukas 
Ben Fowler 
Barry Zaiser 
Robby Brown

15 
20 

 
 

21 
23 

 
25 

 
26 
28

18 
27
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