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SO GOD CREATED MAN IN HIS OWN IMAGE, 
  IN THE IMAGE OF GOD HE CREATED HIM; 
  MALE AND FEMALE HE CREATED THEM. 
  GENESIS 1:27
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Did you know that Evan Frederick Bright was born to Adam and Nicole on July 11….that Andy Kish has 
retired….that Dan Sherwin will retire at the end of August….that four of Mary Todd Lincoln’s brothers 
fought for the confederacy….that Gary Anderson’s son, David, was just married in July….that Jim and 
June Yoder moved into the home they built in Allison Park….that Fidel Castro’s daughter defected to the 
US in 1993….that John and Deb Holt are first-time grandparents with the birth of James Andrew Holt 
on July 17….that Gerry Richardson owns a plane….that one beehive can house 40,000 bees….that Jody 
Bishop’s son, Kevin Moskal, is getting married this Fall….that Stacy Tessaro’s son, Joshua, is planning 
to wed this Fall in San Diego, then move back to the Pittsburgh area….that Jourdain Lamperski and his 
wife, Lauren, have moved back to the Pittsburgh area….that Mr. Rogers and Arnold Palmer were high 
school friends….that Community Bible Study will function entirely online this coming year….that the 
Mycyks have spent most of July in Maine with Kim’s parents….that Dan Dupee is working on a book 
about a Christian view of our work….that cockroaches have 18 knees….that those who read the FYI have 
0.001 more knees than those who do not? Did you know these things? I thought you should.

HISTORY CORNER 
"Jesus turns water into wine." - John 2:7-10

It is not perhaps without its significance, that this 
should have been especially a marriage, which He 
adorned and beautified with His presence and first 
miracle that He wrought. He foresaw that some 
hereafter should arise in His Church who would 
despise marriage, or if not despise, yet fail to give 
the Christian family all its honor. 
 Richard Chenevix Trench, 
 Notes on the Miracles of Our Lord, 1859

PASTOR'S CORNER 
The oft-forgotten enemy in the Coronavirus era is the 
oldest enemy of all. It is Satan, the prince of darkness who 
hates our Jesus and His people. John 10:10 says, “The thief 
comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they 
may have life and have it abundantly.” What a contrast!  
 
And the “thief” is the devil. Steal, kill, and destroy. Watch 
the news and that seems to be what it is all about. So, 
regardless of which political leaders, which medical 
“experts,” or which commentators on race you despise, 
remember to save your hatred and your passion largely 
for the Thief. His goal in all of it is not simply to separate 
you from your loved ones, or diminish your income, or 
split our nation, his goal is to rob you of your peace, hope, 
love, and joy. Without those graces reigning in our hearts, 
we have little hope for our national unity, church unity, 
family unity, or peace of mind.

So, once again, we remember that our loving, wise, Father 
is on the throne – and we rejoice. Yes – even during the 
Virus Era. As Paul and Silas did in Philippi, rejoice, sing, 
and praise. I can think of nothing more helpful to our 
emotional equilibrium than that. As we feel anger and 
frustration rising up, as we see the enemies of truth 
growing in strength, commit your heart to outrejoice 
them – for the glory of our King. 
- Dan Hendley
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Making disciples of Jesus who 

 WORSHIP God passionately, 

    CONNECT with each other in caring community, & 

      IMPACT the world through word and deed. 
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WORSHIP

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
Plan to stay an extra hour after worship on Sunday, August 23 for our annual congregational meeting. Kevin Sanders, 
head of our finance committee will present the budget for the upcoming year. Officer candidates will be elected. Salaries 
for both pastors will be presented for approval. We are working on a Zoom connection for those who care to participate 
from home. Young children can join in for the live event. 

CHILDREN'S REGISTRATION 
August is registration month at North Park Church! Very soon, all parents with children ages birth to 12-years-old will 
receive an email from me. When you receive that, please take a few moments to sign-up your child(ren). They will then  
 

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY ZOOM GAMES 
Even though we have not been meeting in person, some of the kids from 
the Children’s Ministry have been making the effort to stay in touch 
with each other by playing games online via Zoom. Earlier in the year, 
we played Pictionary and Charades. Lately, we have been playing Bible 
BINGO! I give clues about Old or New Testament characters and the kids 
see how much they know by guessing the character! We are also playing 
Books of the Bible BINGO. All you need is a game card and your Bible and 
you can play too! 
 
This is a great way to see our friends’ faces and keep in touch. We have met 
the new Bright baby on Zoom and have seen how much little Eliana McKinney has grown over the last few months. We 
have met many family pets like the Pinkerton’s cats, the Morleys’ cat, Peter’s cute stuffed animals, and even Margot, the 
Lairds’ new little puppy. The kids and I have had so much fun and any kid is welcome to join us. Check your email often. 
We’ve been playing about once every ten days or so. 
- Kelly Laird

A TO Z CHALLENGE 
Congratulations to the following people who completed the A to Z Challenge, memorizing all twenty-six verses! They 
either received a Chick-fil-A gift card or get to go to an Urban Air pizza party! Great job!

Pastor Ben Burkholder 
Moriah Burkholder 
Haley Dzadovsky 
Laura Dzadovsky 

Pastor Dan Hendley 
Kelly Laird 
Ann Librich 

Charlotte Librich 
Kiley Librich 

Amana Morley 

Beth Morley 
Chad Morley 
Joel Morley 

Davey Pinkerton 
Iona Pinkerton 

Isadora Pinkerton 
Susann Pinkerton 

April Sanders 
Chloe Sanders 

Peter Sanders 
Emily Stimpson 
Amber Stites 
Andy Stites 
Bekah Stites 
Caleb Stites 
Lily Stites 

Alexia Walters 
Eli Walters

CONTROL TOWER 
Get Smart was a culture-changing, provocative, intellectually stimulating work 
of 60’s television cinematography. Ok, it was a corny collection of formulaic, 
slapstick scenes built around cheesy plots. Pure art? Maybe not. Great fun, 
though. Maxwell Smart, the suave-yet-bumbling main character, worked for 
Control, the secret government agency protecting the free world from the 
diabolical conniving of Kaos, which spread mischief, destruction, and, well, 
created chaos. The show was a not-so-lightly veiled depiction of the threat of 
communism during the Cold War. The battle was literally for control.

I love to travel. Sightseeing is a passion, even obsession; I can’t sleep in a plane, boat, train, or 
car for fear I might miss something. I’ve seen the Pyramids, Great Wall of China, Petra, and other 
wonders, both man-made and natural. I would like to have seen the Tower of Babel. How high did 
they get before God confused their language? And what was their purpose? “…Let us make a name for 
ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth” (Genesis 11:4). Hmm…they wanted 

control. And how did the serpent tempt Adam and Eve? “…You shall be as 
God” (Genesis 3:5).  
They wanted control too. Isn’t that what all of us want?

A new present-day Babel might be under construction: advances in medical 
technology foment prospects of living indefinitely. People are cryogenically 
“preserved” in hope that a breakthrough will someday allow for eternal 
life, without having to submit to God’s plan: confessing sin, acknowledging 
our need for His grace and forgiveness, all that messy stuff about the cross 
and groveling in repentance and all that. You shall be as God…You shall be in 
control.

We live in a weird world of COVID concerns and a culture of craven fear. In the light of our current 
climate, darkened by the fall, it’s understandable that many are deathly afraid of death, whether by 
coronavirus (regardless of whether the coronavirus is truly as deadly as we are led to believe), or 
other means. But the Church—the called-out ones who trust Jesus, who truly conquered death—we 
are admonished, even commanded, to not fear death. We are assured of its reality (Hebrews 9:27), and 
also of the canceling of sin and death because of Christ. Now there’s a Cancel Culture to identify with. 
“O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” (1 Corinthians 15:55).

These days, we must be wise as serpents (Matthew 10:16), look behind the mask, so to speak, and see 
what diabolical forces are at work—not political parties, but “the rulers…the authorities…the cosmic 
powers over this present darkness...the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 
6:12). Whatever our views regarding face coverings, be aware that Kaos is real, and its leader, Satan, 
desires nothing more than to have God’s people living in fear of anything other than Him. “And 
do not fear those who kill the body (even a virus) but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can 
destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matthew 10:28). Set your sights above, on the true Wonder, the 
Chief who is really in control of all His creation. There. This Brooke is done Babel-ing.  
- Brooke Hopkins
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A NEW SEASON IN WOMEN'S MINISTRY 
As fall approaches, your Women's Ministry team has been hard at 
work planning some exciting opportunities for renewed connections, 
fellowship, and growth in the year to come. However, as we've seen 
on many occasions already, these are unpredictable times, so we are 
trying to adapt and offer a variety of opportunities to meet the needs 
and comfort levels of as many women as we can. If you read our 
newsletter back in January, you met all of the members of our team, 
which includes Jane Anzaldi, Susan Burke, Beth Hendley, Kirstin Lukas, 
Jess O'Brien, Alison Sanders, and Amber Stites. For the past 10+ years, 
Amber has served as the leader of our Women's Ministry team, and she 
has shaped the ministry into a valuable resource for NPC's women.

This year, Amber decided to step back from her leadership role, and Kirstin Lukas will be leading the team for the  
2020-2021 year. While Amber is still serving with us in many ways, please be sure to thank her when you see her for  
the years of leadership, dedication, and love for the ladies of North Park Church. If you would be interested in joining this 
amazing team of women as we bring about our vision for the ministry, please contact womensministry@northparkepc.org. 
We are very excited for what this year will (tentatively) bring, so let's dive into some of our plans that are in the works.

PRECEPTS 
We are still planning to have our Precepts Bible study as usual, led by Amber Stites. As options for childcare and study 
times continue to develop, we will let you know all the details. However, our hope and goal is to be able to offer at least 
one Bible study for our women this year.

FALL KICKOFF 
Mark your calendars for Friday evening, September 11 to help us kick off this unique year. We are still working out the 
details for this event, but we hope to include some time of fellowship, worship and possibly teaching. Keep a close eye on 
your email for more details coming soon!

WOMEN'S COMMUNITY GROUPS 
While we hope to come up with a creative name, the idea will remain the same. We want to create small groups of 4-8 
women that will meet regularly for prayer, fellowship, and sharing life together. Groups will be able to decide on their 
own how they want to be structured, how often they want to meet, and what their goals will be. You may choose to do a 
Bible study or book club, have game nights or dinners together, or do service projects or prayer retreats (or a mix of any 
of these).

We realize that care groups and Bible studies fill these needs for many, but we also recognize that these are unique 
and trying times where some of our women are longing for regular fellowship and support in addition to their normal 
channels. By keeping the groups small and consistent we hope to add a level of comfort and the ability to keep an 
appropriate social distance as necessary in these uncertain times. We will also be looking for women to lead our  
 

be on my list to receive communications from the Children’s department, which will help parents with ideas, timely 
resources, and support to raise their children. Keep an eye out for this registration.

Also in August, we ask that anyone who has any intention of working with children fill out a volunteer registration form. 
That helps me to know where you’d like to serve, even if it isn’t until next summer for VBS. We may not know exactly what 
the future holds, but we can make plans and hope and pray for the best. Your information will help in planning! Thanks 
ahead of time for helping me out!  
- Kelly Laird

Worship

CONNECT

community groups. If you would like more information on this role, please fill out this short survey: https://forms.gle/
ELACYsATovm6YYdv9

There is no need to commit to anything now, but we will make sure to get you further details so you can decide if it's a 
way you may like to serve this year. If you can't serve in leadership, but would still like to be involved in a community 
group, there will be more information available in the coming weeks.

OTHER EVENTS AND OFFERINGS 
While it's hard to say for sure what this year will bring, we still hope to offer some of our usual events, such as the 
Christmas Tea, although it will quite possibly look a little different. We may also try some new things, like progressive 
dinners, that allow for meeting together in smaller groups. We hope to continue to provide enriching opportunities in 
these unpredictable times, so stay tuned for what's to come.

NEWSLETTER 
Our monthly Women's Connection newsletter is now a year old, and it is the best place to get the most up-to-
date information on what is happening in the ministry. If you don't see it in your primary inbox, check your 
promotions folder! If you are not on our email list or your email address has changed, please let us know by emailing 
womensministry@northparkepc.org so we can get you on the list! 
- Kirstin Lukas

OUTDOOR SERVICE 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 16 | 9:30 a.m. 
Plan to join an outdoor worship service on August 16 in our lower parking lot. The outdoor gathering will allow us to 
worship socially distanced, but with face coverings optional. Attenders are asked to bring their own chairs. Watch for 
more info in the days ahead.

OUTDOOR MOVIE NIGHT 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 13 | 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
Come experience outdoor cinema with your North Park Church friends! On Thursday, August 13, we will be showing The 
Greatest Showman from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m., a movie suited for a variety of ages. Weather permitting, we will be watching the 
movie outside so everyone can socially distance as family units and without face coverings if one should so choose.  

Since we will be watching this outside, please bring lawn chairs and blankets to sit on. At present, the plan is to show 
the movie on the field side of the building, the one facing the direction of North Park, so join us on the far side of the 
parking lot. In case we need to change things due to weather, please register for the event by emailing Pastor Ben at 
benburkholder@northparkepc.org.

STEPHEN MINISTRY MINUTE
Please click here to read why the Stephen Ministry is so vital. Questions? Contact Mark Sharpnack.

https://forms.gle/ELACYsATovm6YYdv9
https://forms.gle/ELACYsATovm6YYdv9
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u0tnUhl3xbSCSEOGNoLlB3TvWt_BfFam/view?usp=sharing
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IMPACT
SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL IN SIERRA 
LEONE IS COMPLETED!
When COVID-19 brought wave after wave of shutdowns across the world, I figured that the completion of the senior 
secondary school in Rokassa, Sierra Leone would surely be delayed for a variety of reasons, including lack of funds. 
However, that has not at all been the case. I am happy to report that the senior secondary school has in fact been 
completed in the summer of 2020. God’s work in Sierra Leone continues forward in spite of the virus and the setbacks it 
has brought worldwide.

The senior secondary school is the equivalent to what we would consider to be a senior high school. With this school 
in operation, the students in the Edunations’ system of schools will be able to complete their schooling and then seek 
entrance into the university system should they choose. This will open up vocational opportunities for these students. 
Best of all, they will continue to get a few more years of Christ-centered education.

Finally, this major milestone was accomplished in part by the generous donations of North Park Church. In January of 
2019, we did a funding drive to raise money for this school. Some of our missions budget from the past two years has 
been invested in the completion of the school. Just this spring North Park sent money to help them complete a computer 
lab at the facility. Thank you for being a part of making an impact in the world! 
- Ben Burkholder

Doug Malcolm 
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Mia Wickard 
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Walter Weimann 
Sara Holtgraver 
Oliver Havener 
Rhoda Grossman 
Paige Longmore 
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Moriah Burkholder 
Kirstin Lukas 
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BIRTHDAYS

ANNIVERSARIES
Jim & Kathy Schadel 
Ryan & Bethany Mitchell 
Philip & Nancy Van Sickel 
Steve & Amy Kendall 
Adam & Nicole Bright 
Dick & Nellie Luther 
Ian & Pam Miller 
Ben & Jen Burkholder 
Chris & Norma Lamperski 
Rob & Jessica O'Brien 
Wade & Rebecca Leakey 
Frank & Kiley Librich 
Nate & Holly Fairfield 
Josh & Julianna Kish
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