
Isaiah, Part 9 3-15-20 

The Messiah, Part 1 

 Please look at John 5. John 5? Why are we turning to John 5? Aren’t we supposed to be 

getting on with themes from Isaiah? Yes, yes, we are supposed to be in Isaiah, and we shall be. The 

John passage is just to introduce our study in Isaiah for the day. Okay? In John 5 Jesus is having 

one of his pleasant chats with the Jewish religious leaders and Jesus says this in John 5:39 (NLT) 

You search the Scriptures because you think they give you eternal life. But the Scriptures point to 

me! The Scriptures! The Scriptures!! Are they important to the orthodox Jew? You bet! Are they 

important to the Christian? You bet! But Jesus says that the Scriptures actually pointed to 

something yet more important still, and that something is Jesus. Jesus says that the Scriptures bear 

witness of Himself. And when Jesus said this He wasn’t thinking of the four gospels was He? There 

were no gospels. He wasn’t thinking of Romans or Colossians. He was talking only about the Old 

Testament Scriptures. In Luke 24 we read about two disciples of Jesus, walking to the town of 

Emmaus a few days after the Lord’s death. And Jesus, in His post-resurrection body comes 

alongside them and converses with them, all the while veiling his identity. After a bit of 

conversation, the Lord has this to say to them. Luke 24:25-27 "O foolish men and slow of heart to 

believe in all that the prophets have spoken! 26Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these 

things and to enter into His glory?" 27Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He 

explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures. There again we see this claim 

of Jesus, that He was a major focus of the Old Testament Bible. It spoke of Him. And the apostles 

of our Lord continually made the same claim, especially as they related the gospel of Christ to the 

Jews. They spent time opening the Scriptures with people, showing how they foretold the gospel. 

And in no Old Testament book could you more easily find Jesus than in the writings of the prophet 

Isaiah. In Acts 8 Philip is sent by God to a desert road where he encounters an official of Ethiopia. 

He hears the man reading from Isaiah. Listen friend, if you get on a plane and the person next to 

you is reading from Isaiah, consider that an open door for gospel conversation. If he is reading, 

“Sky” magazine maybe not. But Isaiah definitely. Philip broke the ice with this man by asking him 

if he understood what he was reading. And then in Acts 8:35 Philip opened his mouth, and 

beginning from the Scripture he preached Jesus to him. The Scripture was from Isaiah.  
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    Now listen, the amazing thing about the Bible, that you won’t know until you study it, is 

that books written hundreds of years apart share the same themes, and the same promises. One 

book records the fulfillment of things spoken in another. It is astonishing. We Christians don’t 

believe that the Bible is a book come from God because we are naïve, or superstitious or held 

captive by a religious tradition. We believe it because of its remarkable internal consistency, so 

remarkable that nothing apart from a divine author could have pulled it off. Isaiah is just packed 

with prophecies about the coming Messiah that were fulfilled in the life and times of Jesus. I am 

planning to show you sixteen such prophecies, so many that we can’t cover them all in one typical 

sermon. So, we have a choice today. I can go way overtime and cover all these points today or I can 

split them up over two Sundays. What do you like? Plan A - I rush through them all this morning, 

stretching your schedule and the patience of our nursery workers? Or, plan B -  we take our time 

and savor these wonderful truths about our Lord over the course of two Sundays? All in favor of 

plan B raise a hand?  

    Seeing no opposition, plan B it is, because here at North Park you can have your sermons 

your way. Now it’s time to get into Isaiah. We begin this morning in chapter 11:1-5 Then a shoot 

will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from his roots will bear fruit. 2The Spirit of the 

LORD will rest on Him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and strength, 

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3And He will delight in the fear of the LORD, and 

He will not judge by what His eyes see, nor make a decision by what His ears hear; 4but with 

righteousness He will judge the poor, and decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth; and He 

will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips He will slay the 

wicked. 5Also righteousness will be the belt about His loins, And faithfulness the belt about His 

waist. There are no less than seven portions of the New Testament that make some kind of 

reference to these five verses. There is a bunch here about the coming Messiah. But all I really want 

you to see is the promise that the Messiah is going to come from the genealogical line of David, the 

former king of Israel. Huh, what? Where did I get that? David is not even mentioned here. That’s 

true, but the one who is mentioned here is Jesse. And who is Jesse? Well Jesse is the father of 

David. Over and again the Scriptures mention how the Messiah must come from David, but in 

Isaiah it is David’s father who gets the mention. But the point is the same. When you open up the 

gospel accounts in Matthew and in Luke you read a genealogical record of Jesus, tracing his line 

back through Joseph. Why do the gospel writers bother to do that? After all, wasn’t Jesus conceived 
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supernaturally anyway? Yes, He was, but it was critical for the discerning student of Scripture that 

Jesus be of the line and descent of David. For the promise had been that he would sit on David’s 

throne. Isaiah 16:5 A throne will even be established in lovingkindness, and a judge will sit on it in 

faithfulness in the tent of David; moreover, he will seek justice and be prompt in righteousness. In 

the well-known prophecy of Isaiah chapter 9 we read this 9:6-7 For a child will be born to us, a son 

will be given to us; and the government will rest on His shoulders; and His name will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. 7There will be no end to the 

increase of His government or of peace, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish 

it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness from then on and forevermore. Jesus is called in 

the New Testament, for various reasons, the son of three things. Can you name them? He is Son of 

God, son of Man, and son of David. The latter was prophetically critical.  

     The second thing Isaiah tells us about the Messiah is that He will be God; He will be divine. 

Huh? Now, wait a second! We just got through saying He would be a descendant of David, and 

now we are saying He had to be God? Those don’t go together. It is a stretch. It does boggle the 

mind, but this is what Isaiah foretold, and it is the reality that we find in the person of the Lord 

Jesus. Son of God and son of David. And that “Son of God” term did mean that He was God. The 

first indication we find in Isaiah that the Messiah would be divine is in the seventh chapter. Isaiah 

7:14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a 

son, and she will call His name Immanuel. And if you have done the Christmas thing very long you 

know that Immanuel means what? God with us. This name, and the part about being born of a 

virgin implies that the coming King will be something more than a normal human, that He will, in 

fact, be God with us. Then we go to chapter 9 again to the marvelous prophecy there. 6 For a child 

will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government will rest on His shoulders; and His 

name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. I mean, a 

couple of those terms just don’t fit a human being. His name will be called, Mighty God? Sounds 

like He may actually be God huh? Eternal Father or Father of Eternity seems to fit the same profile 

doesn’t it? And I have more. Look at these verses and tell me what they say. 41:14 "Do not fear, 

you worm Jacob, you men of Israel; I will help you," declares the LORD, "and your Redeemer is 

the Holy One of Israel.  43:1 But now, thus says the LORD, your Creator, O Jacob, and He who 

formed you, O Israel, "Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are 

Mine! 43:3ab For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 43:14 Thus says 
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the LORD your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel. 44:24 Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, and 

the one who formed you from the womb, "I, the LORD, am the maker of all things." Did you notice 

anything? Four times there we read a reference to a Redeemer, and once to a Savior. Isn’t that the 

role of the Messiah? Isn’t the Messiah coming to save and redeem? Aren’t these the titles we 

Christians give to Jesus? He is our Savior and our Redeemer. And how many of those do we have? 

One! And only One! But in Isaiah God is claiming to be that One. The poor Jehovah’s Witnesses 

who deny that Jesus is the Creator God had better stay away from Isaiah. This book is death to their 

heresy. You see, in the flow of Biblical prophecy you find two streams. There is a stream indicating 

that the Messiah, the great Redeemer-King of Israel was going to be a descendant of David. Then 

there is another stream indicating that the Redeemer King would be God himself. How can both of 

those be true? Well, the two streams merge into the person of Jesus. He amazingly and perfectly 

fulfills both. For He is God, and He is at the same time, man. This is the fabulous mystery of the 

incarnation. God becoming flesh and dwelling among us. John 1:14 The Word became flesh and 

dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of 

grace and truth.    

     So then, He will be of David, and He will be God. How can even God pull that off? Well, it 

would take something special and unusual. And so God came up with this thing we call the virgin 

birth. This is point 3 from Isaiah and we read it in 7:14. You all know the story presented in Luke 1 

of how the angel speaks to Mary and says 30-35 "Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor 

with God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him 

Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give 

Him the throne of His father David." So, whose son is He? God’s or David’s? Or is it both/and? 

Read on. 33 “And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no 

end.” 34Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" 35The angel answered and 

said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 

you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God." "For that reason." He isn’t 

going to be called the Son of God because God really liked him a lot. He is called God’s Son 

because He eternally proceeded from God the Father. And to make sure that we understand his 

supernatural and eternal origin He was not born in any normal way. Isaiah said a virgin will be with 

child. And so it was. One obscure reference from the pen of an ancient Hebrew prophet has forever 
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altered the calendar of 21st century Americans who celebrate Christmas – the fulfillment of the 

promise.  

    How ‘bout we take a little worship break and sing the verse on the screen:  

 Christ by highest heaven adored. Christ the everlasting Lord. Late in time behold Him 

 come, offspring of the virgin’s womb. Veiled in flesh the godhead see, hail th’incarnate 

 deity, pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel. Hark the herald angels 

 sing. Glory to the newborn King. (greeting) 

 

     What is next for us today? Our fourth messianic prophecy tells us that the coming King 

would carry on His ministry in the region of Palestine known as Galilee. 9:1 But there will be no 

more gloom for her who was in anguish; in earlier times He treated the land of Zebulun and the 

land of Naphtali with contempt, but later on He shall make it glorious, by the way of the sea, on the 

other side of Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles. It is unclear as you read this exactly how God would 

fulfill this prophecy, but it is plain enough when you get to the gospel of Matthew and read of Jesus 

making Galilee his home. Now, if you were a Jew in those days, where would you expect Jesus to 

establish his headquarters? Why in Jerusalem of course! Or, at least, one of the suburbs of 

Jerusalem. But no. Jesus ministers mostly in Galilee. Take a look at the map to get a perspective. 

Here is Jerusalem down here, and up here is the region called Galilee, well to the north. Kind of out 

of the way. During the period of the 12 tribes this is where Zebulun and Naphtali were. Not a lot of 

great stuff happened there – until Jesus. Now tourists from around the world flock to these areas to 

see the places where the Son of God lived and preached and did His miracles. Matthew 4:12-14 

Now when Jesus heard that John had been taken into custody, He withdrew into Galilee; 13and 

leaving Nazareth, He came and settled in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the region of Zebulun 

and Naphtali. 14This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet. And then Matthew 

quotes from Isaiah 9. Even the choice of the Lord’s ministry headquarters was foreseen and 

foreplanned by God. And for the building up of our faith, was announced thru Isaiah 700 years 

before it happened.  

    Our fifth messianic prophecy is also found in Isaiah 9. For it tells us there that the coming 

King would be a light. 9:2 The people who walk in darkness will see a great light; those who live in 

a dark land, the light will shine on them. Now if a person is a light, it means that He has a ministry 

of enlightenment, of education. People come to see things that they never saw before. That is 

certainly part of what Jesus came to do and be. John speaks of this in the very first chapter. John 1: 

4-5 In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men. 5The Light shines in the darkness, and the 
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darkness did not comprehend it. John 8:12 Then Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the Light of the 

world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.” The Lord 

says similar things about three other times - consistent with Isaiah’s prophecy. Isaiah portrays the 

nations of the earth as being in deep darkness, people living in ignorance of God and His ways, and 

His salvation. With the coming of Christ that was going to change. Isaiah 60:1-3 Arise, shine; for 

your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 2For behold, darkness will 

cover the earth and deep darkness the peoples; but the LORD will rise upon you and His glory will 

appear upon you. 3Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. Isaiah 

said a light is coming. And He has come. The veil is lifted, and darkness flees the presence of the 

Son of God.  

     On to our sixth messianic prophecy. There are 16! Can you believe it? This is just #6 which 

is that the Messianic King will be filled with the Holy Spirit of God. 11:1-2 Then a shoot will 

spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from his roots will bear fruit. 2The Spirit of the LORD 

will rest on Him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and strength, the 

spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. Then in chapter 42, and you should know before we 

read it that in the last half of Isaiah the Messiah is often referred to as God’s servant. 42:1 Behold, 

My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul delights. I have put My Spirit upon 

Him. So, Isaiah lets us know that the coming King will be empowered by the Spirit of the Lord.  

Now the term Messiah, you should know, means literally “anointed one.” It was common in the 

Old Testament to anoint with oil one who was taking on a critical role of leadership, such as a 

priest or prophet and especially a king. The anointing was meant to represent a heavenly 

empowerment for the task. And in the case of Jesus His anointing was not with oil, but with the 

Holy Spirit Himself.  No surprise there. But I find that some Christians fail to see the importance of 

this for the ministry of Jesus. And the reason we do is because we labor under the misconception 

that Jesus did great miracles and preached great sermons because He was God. Not really. When 

the Lord took on humanity He laid aside the powers and privileges of His divine nature. Paul says 

in Philippians two that the Lord emptied Himself. For thirty years of His life Jesus lived without 

sin, but He also lived without doing miracles, and without preaching to thousands. But then 

something happened in His life to make a difference, a huge difference. What was it? You will 

remember that at the age of thirty Jesus shows up at the Jordan river to be baptized by John the 

Baptist. And it was then we read that the Holy Spirit fell upon Him. Mark 1:9-12 In those days 
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Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10Immediately 

coming up out of the water, He saw the heavens opening, and the Spirit like a dove descending 

upon Him; 11and a voice came out of the heavens: "You are My beloved Son, in You I am well-

pleased." 12Immediately the Spirit impelled Him to go out into the wilderness. So, the Spirit falls 

upon Jesus at His baptism, then begins leading Him, directing Him. And soon after the Spirit 

begins to heal through Jesus, and cast out demons through Jesus and teach with power, through 

Jesus. Understand that Jesus did what He did the same way John the Baptist and Paul and Peter and 

Elijah carried out their ministries – by the power of the Holy Spirit. The only difference in the case 

of Jesus was that Jesus knew the Spirit’s power without measure. There was no end to His 

anointing.  

     Time for messianic prophecy #7. Now we see Isaiah’s promise that the coming King would 

usher in and establish justice. Justice! I saw an ad over the weekend for a Clint Eastwood filmfest. 

How many of you are Eastwood fans? I think I am one of those. It has been over twenty years since 

I have seen one of his films, but I always liked him. Clint has a really smooth but intense sort of 

voice. Go ahead, make my day. I like it. But you know what it is that Eastwood has come to 

represent for the baby-boomers like me who saw lots of his films? Justice! Clint was always about 

justice wasn’t he? And many of us have a passion for justice. We long to see it. We pray for it. And 

God says that His Messiah is going to out-justice Eastwood. We just read from Isaiah 42. Now read 

the whole of verse one. 42:1 Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul 

delights. I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the nations. What is job #1 

for a King? It is not prescription drugs or providing jobs, and it certainly isn’t education. Job one is 

justice. So, Isaiah 16:5 A throne will even be established in lovingkindness, and a judge will sit on 

it in faithfulness in the tent of David; moreover, he will seek justice and be prompt in righteousness.  

There are few things for which our hearts cry out more than this. It grieves our souls, and infuriates 

us when injustice prevails. I mean, we look at the stuff Putin has gotten away with and Xi Jinping 

has gotten away with. They are both still doing their thing. Neither has been brought to justice. And 

you could multiply that story a million times over. The righteous are trampled and put to death. The 

wicked triumph. There are some men and women who are seeking justice. But success is very 

limited. Our own intelligence as a nation has sometimes failed us. And there is only so much you 

can do to seek out and bring folks to judgment. We lack the knowledge and the power to secure 

justice. But there is a King whose rule is yet to be manifest. And He has both the knowledge and 
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the power. 11:3-4b He will delight in the fear of the LORD, and He will not judge by what His eyes 

see, nor make a decision by what His ears hear; 4but with righteousness He will judge the poor, 

and decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth. There we read that the Messiah will know 

more than what can be gained with the senses. He will have the thorough knowledge needed to 

bring forth justice. In our country the rules for evidence are weighted toward the accused. It is hard 

to prove a case and not break a rule in the process. Jesus won’t have that problem. He has all the 

records at his disposal. Perfect knowledge for the perfect Judge. And one other things a Judge 

needs to do his work. That is the power to execute the sentence and the Messiah King won’t be 

lacking that either. 11:4c-d And He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the 

breath of His lips He will slay the wicked. Justice is coming. Because Jesus is coming. And when 

He does, it’s going to make my day. 

    Do we have time for one more? Sure we do. So, let’s look at the 8th prophecy about 

Messiah, which is that He will usher in and establish peace. Peace tends to flow from justice, so I 

like the order we have here. And you all know where Isaiah talks about Messianic peace don’t you? 

In chapter 9, verse 6 we get all of those titles for the Lord and the last title given is, “The Prince of 

Peace.” Read what comes next. 9:7 There will be no end to the increase of His government or of 

peace, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and 

righteousness from then on and forevermore. We see here again the emphasis on justice, but also 

there is the promise of peace. People who are against all wars, against ever going to war, refer to 

themselves as being what? Pro-peace. They are peaceniks. And listen, everybody is in favor of 

peace right? The most hawkish of the hawks are in favor of peace, but their belief is that peace will 

only come after justice. In a world of wicked tyrants, having peace without war is called “slavery.” 

But the peace Jesus ushers in will come after the establishment of justice. When Jesus is King, then, 

and to that degree, we will have peace. In Isaiah 11, after telling us about his justice, how He will 

slay the wicked by the rod of His mouth, we then read this 6-9 And the wolf will dwell with the 

lamb, and the leopard will lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the young lion and the 

fatling together; and a little boy will lead them. 7Also the cow and the bear will graze, their young 

will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 8The nursing child will play by the 

hole of the cobra, and the weaned child will put his hand on the viper's den. 9They will not hurt or 

destroy in all My holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the 

waters cover the sea. And that is a beautiful picture all about the Messianic peace which results 
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from Messianic judgment. Never separate in your mind thoughts of peace from thoughts of justice 

or thoughts of Jesus. You just can’t have peace without Jesus for He is the Prince of Peace. 

     Do we have time for one more point? Can we do it? Sure! And I introduce this by asking, 

“how far will the justice and peace and light of the Lord spread?” The answer is one we have 

already looked at in our series. It is that the Messianic kingdom will be worldwide. The knowledge 

of the Lord will cover the earth. All of it. Look at the next verse in ch.11:10a Then in that day the 

nations will resort to the root of Jesse. The coming Messiah, to the surprise of the Jews, is 

presented as an international Savior. In Isaiah 49 God the Father speaks to His Son, His Christ, and 

says this: 6 He says, "It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant to raise up the tribes of 

Jacob and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also make You a light of the nations so that 

My salvation may reach to the end of the earth."  That is really good news for those of here in 

western Pennsylvania, because from Jerusalem, we are pretty close to the end of the earth. Does the 

Messiah do His thing even here? Yes He does. That means if you are engulfed in darkness today 

and your life makes no sense look to Jesus and you will find light. If you are in need of peace and 

which of us isn’t – He is the Prince of Peace. If you long for justice, He is your only hope. And if 

you want to find God, He says He is the way, the truth and the life, no one comes to the Father any 

other way but through Him. Jesus said it long ago, but even further back a man named Isaiah got a 

word from God about this Jesus. Sixteen things God told Him. We have looked at nine today. The 

best seven are still to come. But those nine give plenty of reason for you to make the Christ, your 

Christ. So I urge you this morning – this Jesus is the author and the focus of history, and He can be 

your Savior, Friend and King right now if you humbly ask Him. Let’s pray 

 


