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Isaiah, Part 8: Isaiah 6:1-5 3-1-20 

Isaiah’s Holy Vision 

 
Isaiah 6: 1-8 In the year of King Uzziah's death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, 

with the train of His robe filling the temple. 2Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings: 

with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3And one 

called out to another and said, "Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts, the whole earth is full of 

His glory." 4And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him who called out, 

while the temple was filling with smoke. 5Then I said, "Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a 

man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the 

LORD of hosts." 6Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a burning coal in his hand, which he 

had taken from the altar with tongs. 7He touched my mouth with it and said, "Behold, this has 

touched your lips; and your iniquity is taken away and your sin is forgiven." 8Then I heard the 

voice of the Lord, saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?" Then I said, "Here am I. 

Send me!" 

 

 Who here has seen the movie entitled, The Return of the King? Some like the movie, some 

do not, but it is a good story that has to do with a cosmic struggle to place in the position of power 

the one who is rightfully king. That’s a critical undertaking whether you are talking about Middle 

Earth or medieval England or your own personal life. For each of us has enthroned someone or 

something as the ruler of our lives. You have. It may be food, or beer, one’s self or one’s spouse. It 

could be Elvis. I don’t know. But I hope today to stir all of us to establish for ourselves a worthy 

king to sit on the throne of our lives. The prophet says, 1 In the year of King Uzziah’s death, I saw 

the Lord sitting on a throne. Uzziah, the king in Jerusalem who reigned over Judah died in the 8th 

century BC. He was a good king and had ruled the land for 52 years. 52 years! Imagine. We have 

presidents, not kings. Kings have way more sway, way more power. And yet we limit our 

presidents to 4 or 8 years lest they become too dominant a figure. In Judah, Uzziah was a monarch 

for over five decades. Most of the people, Isaiah included, would never have known another king. 

He had been the man of the year 52 straight times. And now he was gone. Someone else was going 

to sit on that throne of absolute sovereignty and for Isaiah this was understandably traumatic. 

Living in our political system, we can hardly appreciate the upheaval of Uzziah’s death. The nation 

was about to undergo a major change, and in the midst of it the prophet gets a vision. And what 

does he see? A throne. And seated upon it is not Uzziah, not Uzziah’s son, not any man, but the 
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throne was not empty. It was an occupied throne. There was a King, but that King was God 

Himself. And this God, whom Isaiah had known somewhat, is about to take a place of preeminence 

in his life that Isaiah had not known before. He is about to go from being resident to being 

president. It will occur because of God’s grace, but also because of the death of the king. There are 

times in our lives, when we have to lose something precious in order to discover something yet 

more precious. Has that happened in your life? It certainly did in mine. At the age of 17, my vision 

of my life involved athletics and personal glory, but when that died, when that was taken away, I 

was able to see something more wonderful, namely a vision of my life involving the ministry of the 

word and the glory of God. I bet many of you have a similar story. Something precious, good in 

itself, but something that obscured your vision was taken away and was replaced with something 

far better. That is what is happening here for the prophet. His beloved king was gone, but in the 

darkness of that moment the stars of the sky were illuminated for him. He could see the greater 

King, the enduring One and his life would never be the same. The key to life my friend, is getting 

the proper vision of who is on the throne. Learn from Isaiah 6 that the Lord is on His throne and 

build your life around that one grand central truth, saying as Isaiah did, “Here am I send me! Here 

is your subject, ready to do your will because you are the King.” As we began our look at Isaiah’s 

great vision understand that it was first of all a vision of an occupied throne.  

     Secondly, we need to discuss Isaiah’s vision of an invisible King. Now this point sounds 

contradictory and it admittedly is complex, but I think we can work our way through it towards a 

biblical understanding of just what was going on here. Now suppose you have a family gathering 

this new year and your cousin approaches you with a story about seeing God. How do you respond 

to that? Is it legitimate for someone to claim to see God? We would all agree that some such claims 

are fabricated and bogus, but are all of them? Might some be legit? And if so, just what would 

someone seeing God see since Scripture tells us that God is a Spirit and does not have a body like 

unto men? Hmm?  

    Well, let’s begin with the basic statement of Isaiah that he saw the Lord. That is a statement 

which is a problem for us folks who believe the Bible to be without error, because the same Bible 

that says Isaiah saw the Lord also tells us that no one has seen God. John 1:18 No one has seen God 

at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him. And 

the reason no one has seen God is that God has no body; He is a Spirit, and is unintelligible to our 

natural senses. Colossians 1:15 refers to Him as the invisible God. To see Him we have to be 

opened up to an entirely different dimension. That is why I Timothy 6:16 says this about the Lord 
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16 Who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light; whom no man has seen 

or can see. Now wait a second Paul. Wait a second John. Don’t you boys know that the Old 

Testament says that Isaiah saw God, and that Moses saw God? Well, of course, Paul and John knew 

that. And we have to believe that when they say no one has seen God, they mean something other 

than what Moses and Isaiah experienced. I am going to suggest to you this day that there are three 

levels of seeing God.  

     One way in which men have seen God is in the person of Jesus. In the years He lived upon 

the earth, we say that He was Emmanuel, that he was God with us. What was the title given to 

Jesus by the apostle John in the beginning of His gospel? Huh? He wrote that in the beginning was 

the Word and the Word was God. Jesus is called there the Word of God, and what is it that a word 

does? Well, a word has the power to make our thoughts intelligible to others. They communicate 

what is otherwise unknowable. And Jesus has come to communicate to us about the nature of God. 

He is the Word. When men interact with God they do so through the word, through the Son, and in 

no other way. Hebrews 1:3 says And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of 

His nature. So much was this the case that in John 14 when Philip asked Jesus to show them the 

Father, what did the Lord say? John 14:9 Jesus said to him, "Have I been so long with you, and yet 

you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father. But what Jesus 

means by that is that if you have seen Him you have come to know the Father, you have come to 

realize what He is like. He does not mean that Philip had seen everything there is to know about 

God. But this much is true. He had seen One who is God, who is divine. He had even seen His face, 

but it is not the divine face of God, it is the human face, that He took on in the incarnation. It is the 

face of His humiliation, not the face of His glory. And that human face serves both to cover and 

reveal the glory of God. Wesley, in his great Christmas hymn says this, “Veiled in flesh the 

godhead see. Hail the incarnate deity.” Why does he say that deity was “veiled?” Because it was 

only partially on display in the person of Jesus. When I hold up a veil before my face, can you still 

see me? Well, yes, but it is not the same degree of  perception that you had before is it? Just so, the 

person who saw Jesus of Nazareth saw God truly, but did not see God in the fullness of His glory.  

    So that is one sense in which many have seen God. They saw his incarnate expression in the 

person of Jesus. There is a second sense in which men have seen God and this is the level at which 

Isaiah saw Him. Isaiah’s vision of the Lord was not one of Him in His incarnation, but it was one of 

God in His glory. Moses experienced the same thing. The apostle John in Revelation saw it as well 

and there may be a few others. How do we reconcile this to the plain statements we have read that 
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no one has seen God? Or that no one can see God? I believe two understandings are important to 

grasping the consistency of Scripture here. The first is that all of these visions of God were visions 

of the second person of the Trinity, they were visions of God the Son, the One whom we now call 

Jesus. Why do I say this? Well, first is because of John 1:18 No one has seen God at any time; the 

only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him. This verse is key to 

our Trinitarian theology. It distinguishes between God and the only begotten God. Both are called 

God, but clearly it has reference to God the Father and God the Son. Which one has no one seen? 

God the Father. We know Him only, it says, through the Son. So, I conclude that when Scripture 

says someone sees God, it means they saw the Son. Secondly, we go back to the description of 

Jesus being the Word. The function of the Word is to reveal, to make tangible the intangible. And 

clearly it is Christ, the second person of the Trinity who is that holy Word. And thirdly, I believe all 

visions of God have been visions of the Son because of what we find in John 12:41 These things 

Isaiah said because he saw His glory, and he spoke of Him. If you check the context you will see 

that the pronoun Him clearly has reference to Jesus. John says that Isaiah saw the glory of Jesus. 

And that must be speaking of our text in Isaiah 6. The Lord that Isaiah saw was apparently a pre-

incarnate expression of God’s Son.  

     But there is still more to be said about what Isaiah saw. He wasn’t the only one who saw the 

glory of God’s Son. That was revealed during the transfiguration experience on the mount. It was 

revealed as well to the apostle John in the revelation. But still my friend, still I am going to suggest 

to you that this is not the full glory, and that what John saw, Isaiah saw, Moses saw was a vision of 

the Lord in partial glory. Partial glory. No man, in this flesh, has seen or can see God in His full 

glory and live. Exodus 33:18-20 Moses said, "I pray You, show me Your glory!" 19And He said, "I 

Myself will make all My goodness pass before you, and will proclaim the name of the LORD before 

you; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show compassion on whom I will 

show compassion." 20But He said, "You cannot see My face, for no man can see Me and live! " But 

didn’t we just read of numerous persons who have seen God and lived? Yes, but what occurs next 

in Exodus 33 explains it to us. It teaches that all Moses or Isaiah or Paul or John got to see was 

partial glory. Exodus 33:21-23 Then the LORD said, "Behold, there is a place by Me, and you shall 

stand there on the rock; 22and it will come about, while My glory is passing by, that I will put you 

in the cleft of the rock and cover you with My hand until I have passed by. 23Then I will take My 

hand away and you shall see My back, but My face shall not be seen."  You got that? Moses was 

allowed, in the context of some protection, to see God, but not God’s face, just a glimpse of His 
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back side. At the end of Deuteronomy we read that God and Moses had a face to face relationship. 

That describes the level of their intimacy, but it does not mean that Moses ever saw God’s face. 

Now, listen. This is all figurative language here. This does not really mean that God has a face or a 

back like you and I have. But it does mean that when God chooses He may disclose Himself, some 

element of His glorious person and make what is normally invisible, visible to human detection. 

But this is quite extraordinary. And when it happened for Moses we read about him going back into 

the camp of the children of Israel and the people of Israel were afraid of him – why? Because his 

face was shining. Just his glimpse of the rear side of God’s glory was so incredible that it 

illuminated the face of the Lord’s servant. Moses looked like he’d swallowed a spotlight. He had to 

wear a veil for a time when he came away from the presence of God. But as amazing as this is, it 

only resulted from seeing the partial glory of the Lord. What God calls His face, His full glory, 

Moses could not see. Isaiah could not see. Paul could not see. No man in the flesh has seen it and 

lived.  

    So, that, of course, is the third level of seeing God. This is the level Paul was thinking of 

when He said in I Timothy 6 that no one has or can see God. This is what John was thinking of 

when He said in John 1 that no man has seen God. In Exodus 33, God said that no one could see 

His face and live. So, I presume Isaiah didn’t see that face either. He saw one on the throne, but 

Isaiah doesn’t describe the one on the throne does he? He describes everything around it. We can 

only imagine what Isaiah saw. Maybe just a light, maybe just a form. We don’t really know. But we 

know it was not the full glory. That sight, that vision, that hope is held out before believers as the 

holy grail, as the event of highest blessedness and the essence of heavenly bliss. Consider these 

Scriptures. Psalm 17:15 As for me, I shall behold Thy face in righteousness, I will be satisfied with 

Thy likeness when I awake. “When I awake” What is David talking about? He is talking about 

either his awaking from death or his own personal resurrection at the end of time. And he says the 

neat thing about that is going to be what He sees. He will see the Lord. And specifically it says He 

will see His face and with that vision the psalmist says he will be satisfied. Until we see God’s face 

there will never be complete and total satisfaction for us, but one glimpse of the Lord and all our 

longings will be done. That will be glory. At the end of Revelation, when the blessedness of the 

redeemed is described for us, this sight of God’s face is presented as the penultimate blessing. 

Revelation 22:4a And they shall see His face. In his first epistle John says this is our great hope. I 

John 3:2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We 

know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. Just as he 
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is. No backsides, no blurred vision. And this said by the man who told us He had seen the Lord’s 

glory. But he knew there was something better still. I think Paul’s word in I Corinthians 13 helps us 

get the point. I Corinthians 13:12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I 

know in part, but then I will know fully just as I also have been fully known. 12a For now we see in 

a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now it is partial vision, partial knowledge. We have seen the 

Lord, but then we shall see Him with unveiled eyes, face to face.  

    So, there you have the three levels of the vision of God. The vision of Him in His 

incarnation, the vision of Him in partial glory, and then ultimately the vision of the Lord’s face. 

What Isaiah experienced was in that middle category, but that middle category is the most jarring 

experience any man has ever endured. It was an experience that broke the prophet apart and put 

him back together again. It was a vision of an occupied throne, a vision of the invisible God, and 

now let’s see that it was a vision of holy worship.  Isaiah doesn’t tell us what God looks like to 

Him. He just says, He was lofty and exalted. His robe, symbolizing his glory, had a train that filled 

the temple. And then he tells us about the seraphim. You know anything about seraphim? I know a 

little, but only a little. They are a type of angel. A very blessed type because they get to hang near 

the throne of God. Now that’s cool. And what else is cool is that they had wings. Six of them. And 

what are wings for? Wings be for flying. But Isaiah says that only two of their wings were used for 

flying. With two they flew. So, what did they do with the other four. Ponder this. And note that we 

are treading on holy ground. The first two wings were for covering the face of the seraphim. Why 

cover their faces? Well, the best guess it to protect themselves, and their eyes from the radiance of 

the Lord. God is light. And when the apostle John sees the exalted Jesus in Revelation he says 

Revelation 1:16d His face was like the sun shining in its strength. What do you parents tell your 

kids about looking at the sun? Don’t do it. You can go blind. Ever walked into the sunlight and 

done this? Sure you have. And God is more brilliant still. When Paul saw the Lord it blinded him. I 

love the Christmas hymn which says Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the 

way. As the light of light descendeth from the realms of endless day, that the powers of hell may 

vanish as the darkness clears away. At his feet, the six-winged seraph, cherubim with sleepless eye, 

veil their faces to the presence. That is what they are doing. Two of those wings were to protect 

their eyes from the brilliance of the Lord’s glory.  

    Then they had another pair of wings to cover their feet. We can only conjecture here, but 

feet were representative of creatureliness. We speak of men having “feet of clay.” These weren’t 

men, but they were creatures and in reverence they would cover their feet. So, four of their six 
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wings, were there for protection and reverence. And now let’s read of their worship. 3 And one 

called out to another and said, "Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts, The whole earth is full of 

His glory." 4And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him who called out, 

while the temple was filling with smoke. So, we have here some seraphim with booming voice. In 

my office at our Florida church I would occasionally experience the rattling of my office windows.  

Only three things did that. Thunder was one. A launch at the cape was another – even though it was 

thirty miles away. Both of those are displays of awesome power. The third thing that did it was an 

occasional car sound system. My office was close to a major road, with the ultra-bass equipment 

turned way, way up. It makes the car shake, and my windows shake. Incredible isn’t it? Quite the 

contrast from my wife who likes the music just loud enough that you know something is on, you 

just can’t quite tell what it is. I told her last week that she was going to have a hard time in heaven, 

cause the music is going to be LOUD! The thresholds or the foundation trembled! Their song was 

powerful, but the lyrics were simple. Very, very simple. But they too are powerful. Holy, holy, holy 

was their song.  

    I want to come back to the seraphim in a bit, but I also want to ask if the God described in 

this passage is anything like the God you worship, the God you profess to believe in? Do you 

believe in a God who inspires this kind of awe and fear and holy worship? Or is your God simply a 

nice guy who happens to run the world? What is it? Does the God of popular American religion 

seem anything like the God of Isaiah 6? There seems to me to be quite a contrast. You listen to 

certain preachers of religion today and you would expect the theme song of their God not to be 

holy, holy, holy, but nice, nice, nice. And understand that the God you believe in will affect what 

you become. If you believe that the essence of God is niceness then you will make your whole goal 

to be a polite person. But if you believe in Isaiah’s God then you will go for what Peter commanded 

when he said, I Peter 1:15-16 Like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all  

your behavior; 16because it is written, "YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY." Will your goal 

be niceness or holiness? Not that those are incompatible, but the latter means so much more. It 

means a concern to keep all of God’s law, a concern about the kingdom of Christ, a willingness to 

do what is right whether folks like it or not. Scripture doesn’t call us just to be nicer men and 

women, it calls us to be holy men and women, because our heavenly Father is holy, holy, holy 

which means he is utterly opposed to and free from sin. That is why when Isaiah gets a glimpse of 

this holy God his response is not, “Wow, this is really neat!” His response is, “Woe is me. I am 

undone! I am a man of unclean lips among a people of unclean lips!” The holiness of God blew 
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Isaiah away and convicted him of sin and tore him apart at the seams until grace put him back 

together.  

    Seems the seraphim were about the business of holy worship. Why do I call it holy? 

Because the worshippers were holy. And the one being worshipped was holy, thrice-holy, mega-

holy, ultra-holy. And the theme of the worship was holiness. Psalm 96:9 Worship the Lord in the 

beauty ( or splendor) of holiness, tremble before Him all the earth. That is a description of the kind 

of worship I long to share among you here. That is the worship of heaven. It begins with a holy 

God but it demands as well holy worshippers. And look at what the holy worshippers do. They call 

out to one another. The head seraphim gets it started by shouting, “He is holy.” And then another 

one, or maybe a whole group of seraphs responds back, “He is holy.” And then another says, “The 

whole earth is full of His glory.” And together they say, “He is holy.” And this goes on and on. And 

it’s like between the spirits in heaven there is a power of worship, which is the beauty of God’s 

holiness which together they are determined to adore. The closest thing I could think of to this is 

what they do at Florida Gator football games when they do the Orange and Blue chant. The student 

section yells “orange” and the alumni section yells “Blue” and they go back and forth each 

competing with the other in volume. And thus creating a certain power, a certain adrenaline, a 

certain spirit in that stadium. It is rather like a practice for heaven. The substance is very different, 

but it is similar in form. And I wonder if we can duplicate it here. So I am going to ask this side of 

the room to say the first part of the angelic chorus, (say it with me) “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord 

God of hosts.” And then this other side of the room respond, “The whole earth is full of His glory.” 

Let me hear it! …. (change to He is Holy both ways) (stand and do it) And now all together say it 

with me, “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord God of hosts, the whole earth is full of His glory.” 

Hallelujah and let’s sing.  


