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                                        Isaiah, Part 7: Isaiah 25 2-23-20  

The Nations 

 
  Two Sundays ago we looked at the promise of God through Isaiah that good times are 

ahead, that a season of great renewal is coming. Last Sunday we looked at the promise of God that 

in a future day the Lord will be glorified among men. And today, as we listen to the prophet Isaiah, 

we learn that the future good times and the glory of God are intended not for any particular ethnic 

group or people, not for the Jews alone, or the Americans, but for the nations - in fact, all the 

nations of the earth. And this is another important theme we see in the book of Isaiah – that the 

kingdom of God is international in scope and impact. We are going to be all over the book of Isaiah 

again today, but there is one place in particular where most of what I want you to see is set forth. 

That is Isaiah 25 which begins 25:1 O LORD, You are my God; I will exalt You, I will give thanks 

to Your name; for You have worked wonders, plans  formed  long ago, with perfect faithfulness.  

The vision that God gives to Isaiah is colossal in scope, stretching from eternity past to eternity 

future. In verse one we read of God making plans. Our God is a planning God. He gives 

forethought to what He does. And then in time, His power brings to pass what His wisdom has 

planned. And in Isaiah He tells us that His plan includes great things for the nations of the earth. 

25:3 Therefore a strong people will glorify You; cities of ruthless nations will revere You. 25:6a 

The LORD of hosts will prepare a lavish banquet for all peoples on this mountain. The prophet 

speaks of ruthless nations glorifying God, and then a banquet spread for all peoples. Now this was 

a message from the prophet that would not have been expected. The Jewish nation had always seen 

themselves as pretty much the sole repository of heaven’s favor. It is not even a prophecy that 

would necessarily have been warmly received. But it is here. It is a theme in Isaiah, picked up again 

in the gospels, and emphasized in the book of Acts. God was planning to act on an international 

scale in His great enterprise of salvaging humanity and honoring His name.  

     Let’s see some of the specific things God promises concerning the nations. First, He says 

that the nations are going to glorify God. This rather continues the theme of last Sunday and brings 

us into today. God had told Israel that they had been created for His glory. Now He says that He 

will be glorified in the rest of the nations of the earth as well. 25:3 Therefore a strong people will 

glorify You; cities of ruthless nations will revere You. 42:10-12 Sing to the LORD a new song,  

sing His praise from the end of the earth! You who go down to the sea, and all that is in it. You 

islands, and those who dwell on them. 11Let the wilderness and its cities lift up their voices, the 
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settlements where Kedar inhabits. Let the inhabitants of Sela sing aloud, let them shout for joy from 

the tops of the mountains. 12Let them give glory to the LORD and declare His praise in the 

coastlands. God says it will happen. God says it ought to happen, that all the nations join in 

worshipping Him. Psalm 67:3-5 Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise You. 

4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy; for You will judge the peoples with uprightness and guide 

the nations on the earth. 5Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise You. When 

you read the Old Testament and it refers to “the people” that most typically means the people of 

Israel. But when you read “the peoples” what is in view are all the other people groups of the 

world. This is big news that Isaiah is breaking. God has a plan that they all would be part of the 

eternal choir. And this is the vision Revelation sets before us. The choirs of eternity will include 

every race and every language singing “worthy is the lamb that was slain.”  

    The second thing God has planned for the nations is gladness. Gladness or joy is on its way. 

We see that as well in Isaiah 25:6, 9 The LORD of hosts will prepare a lavish banquet for all 

peoples on this mountain; a banquet of aged wine, choice pieces with marrow, and refined, aged 

wine. 9 And it will be said in that day, "Behold, this is our God for whom we have waited that He 

might save us. This is the LORD for whom we have waited; let us rejoice and be glad in His 

salvation. And of course, the depiction of a feast is meant to communicate not so much about wine, 

but about the general bounty that will be poured out on the head of men and women from every 

nation. The coming of the Lord means the coming of joy.  

    The third thing that God has planned for the nations is light. By the term “light” we mean 

“understanding” or “knowledge.” Several passages mention this as part of the coming international 

outpouring of grace. But we begin with our primary text in Isaiah 25:7 And on this mountain He 

will swallow up the covering which is over all peoples, even the veil which is stretched over all 

nations. This is a very significant concept in terms of redemptive history. That last verse tells you 

something first about the situation during Isaiah’s time. What is implied there? What was the 

condition of the nations? They were under a covering. Their vision was blocked by something like 

a veil. Ephesians 4:18 speaks of the Gentiles who walked in futility 18a being darkened in their 

understanding. This is the way it was for the Gentile nations prior to the fulfillment of Isaiah’s 

prophecies, prior to the coming of Christ. But God announced that a change was on its way. Isaiah 

9:2 The people who walk in darkness will see a great light; those who live in a dark land, the light 

will shine on them. Isaiah 49:6 records the communication of God the Father to His Son. 49:6  He 

says, "It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to 
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restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also make You a light of the nations so that My salvation 

may reach to the end of the earth. A light of the nations. Who became that? Why just read the New 

Testament. This was the mission of Jesus. But Jesus never left Palestine. Jesus never went to the 

nations. How did He become a light to them? He became a light through the ministry of His people. 

He sent missionaries to the ends of the earth preaching the message about Himself. And He is light. 

Furthermore, by the presence and power of the Spirit, Jesus went with those missionaries, blessed 

the preaching of the word, illumined the hearts of Gentiles so that they could see. II Corinthians 

3:16 But whenever a man turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. And then eight verses later Paul 

writes this. II Corinthians 4:6 For God who said, “Light shall shine out of darkness,” is the One 

who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 

Christ.”  The light shines on the nations by the outward declaration of the gospel. That is one way. 

And that is critical. But then too, it shines in the inward illumination of individual hearts – which is 

the work of the Holy Spirit. There is an external light. There is an internal light. And the point of 

light is that it enables you to see. And when you can see you can make good decisions. You know 

which way to go. So, in Isaiah 60 God tells Judah, 60:3 Nations will come to your light, and kings 

to the brightness of your rising. The day of darkness is replaced with light and knowledge.  

    So, what else does God have planned for the nations? Glory for Himself, gladness and light, 

fourthly God has plans for the nations to come unto Him for salvation. When we see reality for 

what it is, when the veil is taken away, when we can see the beauty and grace of the King, then we 

go to Him for deliverance and mercy. As that last verse says, “nations will come to your light.”  

When we are in darkness and stumbling about, we are drawn by the light when we are enabled to 

see it, when the veil is taken away. In chapter eleven Isaiah writes, 11:10 Then in that day the 

nations will resort to the root of Jesse. Jesse was David’s father. The point is that the nations will 

come for salvation to Israel’s king. Look again at that wonderful word in 49:6 He says, "It is too 

small a thing that You should be My Servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the 

preserved ones of Israel; I will also make You a light of the nations so that My salvation may reach 

to the end of the earth. Do you hear what the Father is saying there? I just love this. God is saying 

to His Son. “I have made you the King of Israel and a Savior for my people, but that isn’t enough 

for you. You are so precious and good that I am rewarding you also with the nations. Among those 

whom you will redeem, among those who come to call on your name and follow you, there will be 

men of every tribe and tongue and nation. Your salvation will reach the ends of the earth. Men of 

all kinds will come unto You.” Now think about that for a bit. How did God know that men of 
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every nation would come to Jesus? Huh? How could he know that? How did He know if the church 

would obey Him and take the light of the gospel to every nation? And how could God know that 

there would be a response to the gospel in every land? Huh? How could he? If God is not 

sovereign, if God has left everything up to us, how can he know? Clearly, he could not know if he 

has left it all up to us. But the Scriptures say that God has a plan which He is executing infallibly, 

not apart from His people, but through His people. His people will surely go, and as they go He will 

surely bless the preaching of the gospel unto the salvation of at least some in every place and 

nation. How does God know there will be believers from all nations? Because He sees to it 

Himself. He sovereignly gives souls to Jesus. The Lord said in John 6:37a All that the Father gives 

me shall come to me. And those He gives to His Son He mightily draws to his Son. And it is the 

delight of my soul and the boast of my life that I am one who has been given to Jesus. Nothing 

greater can be said of me. I am one of the Father’s gifts to His Son. And if you are in Christ so are 

you. Most all of us here are fulfillments of the Father’s promise. We are the Gentiles, we are the 

people of ruthless cities, we are those living here at the end of the earth, who are the inheritance of 

God’s Son. And if you have come to Jesus, this is why. God did it. And He did it for His beloved 

Son.  

    And there is still more. The fifth thing Isaiah says God plans for the nations is eternal glory. 

I knew a man year’s ago who traveled to other countries training worship leaders. And his 

organization was called, “Glory International.” That came to mind as I read Isaiah. That is what is 

prophesied. Glory International. It is the vision most clearly presented in Revelation where we see 

saints of every nation gathered to worship God. But Isaiah foretold it all. Look again at chapter 

25:6-8a The LORD of hosts will prepare a lavish banquet for all peoples on this mountain; a 

banquet of aged wine, choice pieces with marrow, and refined, aged wine. 7And on this mountain 

He will swallow up the covering which is over all peoples, even the veil which is stretched over all 

nations. 8He will swallow up death for all time, and the Lord GOD will wipe tears away from all 

faces. Now look too at the last chapter of Isaiah. Did you know that Isaiah is like a mini-Bible? The 

Bible has 66 books. Isaiah has 66 chapters. The Bible is divided between 39 OT books and 27 New 

Testament books, just as Isaiah is divided after chapter 39. And both Isaiah and the Bible end with 

a description of the glory to come. 66:18-23 The time is coming to gather all nations and tongues. 

And they shall come and see My glory. 19"I will set a sign among them and will send survivors from 

them to the nations: Tarshish, Put, Lud, Meshech, Tubal and Javan, to the distant coastlands that 

have neither heard My fame nor seen My glory. And they will declare My glory among the nations.  
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20Then they shall bring all your brethren from all the nations as a grain offering to the LORD, on 

horses, in chariots, in litters, on mules and on camels, to My holy mountain Jerusalem," says the 

LORD, "just as the sons of Israel bring their grain offering in a clean vessel to the house of the 

LORD. 21I will also take some of them for priests and for Levites," says the LORD. 22"For just as 

the new heavens and the new earth which I make will endure before Me," declares the LORD, "So 

your offspring and your name will endure. 23"And it shall be from new moon to new moon and from 

sabbath to sabbath, all mankind will come to bow down before Me," says the LORD. This is a 

depiction of future bliss. Elements of it we may see now in this age, but the fullness of it awaits us. 

And you see what it is a picture of. All mankind bowing before the Lord. Brethren – that means 

brothers and there are sisters too - from all nations come to the mountain of God. They are made 

priests – that means worshippers. And they endure forever before the King. Glory international and 

everlasting. The united nations, joined at the foot of God’s throne. If the Spirit of God lives within 

you, then surely you hear this with deep longing, and with hope. This is what we want more than 

anything.  

     So, that is what God has planned for the nations. Pretty cool huh? When does it all happen? 

When is the plan executed? Well, some of these elements described are reserved for the final state, 

for the glory to come. They have yet to be seen, at least not completely. So the fulfillment is 

ultimately in glory. But – but – the fulfillment of these promises, has already begun in the first 

coming of the King, and then in the spread of His word and His rule to the Gentile lands. We read 

of this in the book of Acts in the New Testament. We see this exclusively Jewish thing, becoming 

international in scope. It is a scandal to certain Jews. Some couldn’t rejoice in it, but it was the new 

day, and we are living in it now. This is the era of gladness and light and salvation for the nations 

of the earth. This is it! We are experiencing these promises this morning as we Gentiles gather to 

worship. This kind of meeting is the very thing Isaiah was given to see. We are now seated at the 

table with men of different races, Jew and Gentile alike, feasting on the grace of God, united in our 

common vision of the Lord of glory, for the blinders have been removed.  

    Among those who love the Scriptures, there is some debate over something we call the 

millennial reign of Christ. The debate is over whether the reign is a literal 1000 years and there is 

debate over when it begins. I am one of those guys known as an a millenialist. I believe the 1000 

years is just figurative for a long, long time. And I believe the reign of Christ has already begun.  

Some of you have been taught otherwise and you can’t understand how I could believe that because 

Revelation 20 says this about the 1000 years. 1-3 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, 
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holding the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand. 2And he laid hold of the dragon, the 

serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; 3and he threw him 

into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not deceive the nations any 

longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be released for a short 

time. Surely, you think, I can’t believe we are in this period, as if the devil were presently bound! 

But I do. I believe that what is mentioned here is what Isaiah promised when he spoke of the veil 

being taken off the nations. You see the binding of Satan here is not absolute. The binding is unto 

one end. Read it. It is so that he can deceive the nations no longer. As we have seen, the devil held 

the nations of the earth in darkness for centuries. But with the coming of Christ, the strong man – 

that is Satan- is bound and the veil he put over the nations is removed and therefore what happens? 

The gospel is preached. The Spirit moves. Men are illumined and born-again. They are saved. 

Asian, Africans, Europeans – you name it. Among the many nations of the world, the Prince of 

Darkness has been overcome by the King of Light. This is not something we wait for. This is now! 

These are very present realities, with very present implications. So, let’s consider those 

implications and applications now.  

    First thing to see is that based upon the plans of God, there is no place given for racism of 

any kind. None at all. The kind of bigotry and hatred found among unbelievers should have no 

home in the lives and churches of Christians. Listen to the great word of Paul in Galatians 3:26-29  

For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27For all of you who were baptized into 

Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave 

nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. We are not 

essentially pro-Jewish, or pro-American, or pro-Western. We are pro-Jesus, and united with all who 

share in his life. Certainly there are differences among us. But those differences are nothing 

compared to the commonalities that are ours in the Lord. And, even when we deal with the lost of 

other nations, the values of God should be clear. He is a God of international love. He invented the 

different races and plans to be glorified in each and in the collective praise of glory international. 

So, bigotry, racism is out.  

    And the second application must surely be that we get ourselves involved in this enormous 

international plan of God. My point is that God has great plans for the nations: gladness, light, 

salvation. So, go get em!! Jesus said that we are the light of the world. So then, take that light, carry 

your candle, to the world. Now, we are already living in a place which Isaiah would have termed 

“the nations.” But that doesn’t mean the job of spreading the truth by going isn’t ours. It is. Look 



 7 

again at 66:18-19 The time is coming to gather all nations and tongues. And they shall come and 

see My glory. 19I will set a sign among them and will send survivors from them (that is, survivors, 

saved persons from the nations) to the nations: Tarshish, Put, Lud, Meshech, Tubal and Javan, to 

the distant coastlands that have neither heard My fame nor seen My glory. And they will declare 

My glory among the nations. This is a description of the world missionary enterprise as it’s been 

going on for ages. It is not the Jews any longer who are leading the charge. It is the nations, going 

to the nations. The USA has been the world’s greatest missionary sending culture ever. But it isn’t 

the only one. When our family went to Haiti in the 90s it was so neat to meet missionaries to Haiti 

from different countries, from Germany and Holland and Miami. God is sending forth people from 

the nations to the nations to complete the task of calling all men to the Savior. And He is calling 

you and me to be involved in this great enterprise as well. Some of you are to be goers. Some of 

you are to be goers for a short time. Others for a long time. All of us are to be engaged in the 

support of world missions by prayer and by financial sacrifice. I am so thankful that many of you 

are. Just the last couple of months we have seen an outpouring of concern, people donating monies 

again for Lebanon. Our church will give away about a $170,000 in missions money this year, most 

of it going somewhere overseas. We are supporting God’s servants in Asia, Lebanon, United Arab 

Emirates, Russia, Honduras, France, Haiti,  Sierra Leone. We are going to the nations and we are 

going with hope and confidence. God promises that He is setting a banquet table for all peoples. 

And with that assurance we go forth, certain that God will bless our efforts. No missionary goes in 

vain. None dies in vain. The Lord has purposed his salvation to the ends of the earth. So go! So 

pray. So give  

    Someone asked, “What do you get when you cross a Jehovah’s Witness with a Unitarian 

Universalist?” The answer is that you get someone who knocks on doors for no apparent reason. 

The joke is that the universalist thinks everyone is going to heaven anyway. Universalists have little 

motivation for gospel witness. But they aren’t the only ones. Sometimes a person’s theology 

inclines them to be pessimistic about the effectiveness of gospel missions. There is no motivation to 

go if you do not believe that the Muslims or the animists or the communists will ever turn to Jesus. 

But as Bible-believers we know better. We know that God’s Spirit is greater than any cultural 

barrier. We know that our mission is bound for victory – sooner or later it surely is. Victory is ours! 

Because the Father has promised the son that the nations will be His! Isaac Watts wrote the great 

hymn that says , “Jesus Shall Reign wher’eer the sun, does his successive journeys run. His 

kingdom spread from shore to shore. From north to south the princes meet to pay their homage at 
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His feet. While western empires own their Lord and savage tribes attend His word. To Him shall 

endless prayers be made, and endless praises crown His head. People and realms of every tongue 

dwell on his love with sweetest song.” This is the vision of a new world order – a world 

transformed by the gospel of Christ. This is the vision Isaiah gives us. And it is a vision that we 

must embrace and live. Should you do that it will impact your schedule. It will make a difference in 

your budget. It will infuse your prayer life with new vigor. I so appreciate our sister Maria 

Allewelt. She is a woman living among us with a God-given vision for the world. She has served 

the Lord in Africa off and on now for fifteen years. And I love it that she helps keep us here in 

Wexford sensitive to a concern for the nations. Our missions committee that Pastor Ben leads does 

the same thing. These folks are trying to instill in us this biblical concept that we are a people who 

serve a Savior of international love, who has called us to share His heart for the nations of the 

world. It’s a challenge to do that. We have enough problems here to keep us busy. But if the vision 

of Isaiah, which was also the vision of Jesus and Peter and Paul becomes ours – we are compelled 

to pray and give and go. I agree with my heavenly Father. Jesus is too great to have just us as His 

worshippers. Let’s take up our part in giving Him the world.  

 


