
                                        Isaiah, Part 5: Isaiah 62 2-9-20 

Good Times Coming 

 
 We are in week number five of a series of studies in the book of Isaiah. We are looking at 

those themes which the prophet returns to time and again. So far, we have seen that God was 

disappointed with his people, that He disciplined them as would a father, that He is a powerful, 

even Sovereign God, and that He is worthy to be trusted. Today, we look at another dimension of 

the prophet’s words, something of what Isaiah told the people they could expect would be coming 

their way. Do you think it’s going to be good or bad? Is Isaiah bringing good news or bad news? 

Put another way, should a Christian, as he relates to the future, be an optimist or a pessimist? Or 

should he be an engineer? I read something this week that mentioned that as a third alternative. It 

said that the optimist sees the glass as half-full, the pessimist sees it as half-empty, but the engineer 

sees a glass that is twice as big as it needs to be. Actually, being an optimist or pessimist is not so 

much about how you view the present, as it is how you view the future. And our perspectives on 

the future are generally determined by our outlook on ourselves, on our society, and on God. But 

the last one trumps the other two. Self and society can easily change, can easily surprise. But God 

is steadfast and His word is sure, and if you know that word, then you have a handle on the future 

that others lack. And the handle God supplies us through Isaiah is a happy handle, for the prophet 

brings to us an amazing message of coming grace, of promised good from the hand of the Lord, 

even of times of refreshing and revival that are due for the people of God. We are going to be 

looking at some wonderful Scriptures today, but let’s remember that Isaiah is a book that speaks 

also of hard things coming upon God’s people. There is affliction on its way, but that affliction, 

God says, will gave way to something more lasting, and something very much sweeter.  

    Where shall I begin? There are so many places to take you. Just for a general taste of what 

the prophet says is coming, let’s read from Isaiah 62:1- 5 For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, and 

for Jerusalem's sake I will not keep quiet, until her righteousness goes forth like brightness, and her 

salvation like a torch that is burning. 2The nations will see your righteousness, and all kings your 

glory; and you will be called by a new name which the mouth of the LORD will designate. 3You will 

also be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 4It 

will no longer be said to you, "Forsaken," nor to your land will it any longer be said, "Desolate"; 

but you will be called, "My delight is in her," and your land, "Married"; for the LORD delights in 

you, and to Him your land will be married. 5For as a young man marries a virgin, so your sons will 
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marry you; and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so your God will rejoice over you. Then 

Isaiah 62:11-12 11Behold, the LORD has proclaimed to the end of the earth, say to the daughter of 

Zion, "Lo, your salvation comes; behold His reward is with Him, and His recompense before Him." 

12And they will call them, "The holy people, the redeemed of the LORD"; and you will be called, 

"Sought out, a city not forsaken." 

    You see from this that God is telling his people that although times right now may not be so 

good, that right now they are suffering due to sin, that somewhere out there in the future good times 

are coming. I am eager to let your hearts swim in the rich promises of God found in Isaiah, and to 

supply some structure for so doing. There are many particular elements of the promises that I could 

point you to, but I have narrowed it down to four. The promise of good times to come begins with 

God’s stated intention to usher in a time of righteousness. Your key word is “righteousness.” That 

is the first feature of what the Lord envisions for his people. We see it in chapter 62. Verse one 

anticipates a time when her righteousness will go forth like brightness. Verse two says the nations 

will see your righteousness. Isaiah also describes the future people as being beautiful in verse 3 and 

delightful in verse 4 and holy in verse 11. The promise to make us righteous is the core of all the 

good God has in store. For there can be no good when sin is abounding. It just does not work that 

way for a holy God. We see elsewhere God’s distress over the sin of his people – how seriously He 

takes it, how it calls forth all kinds of tough consequences. The problem was sin and the solution 

must therefore be what? Interesting question. Let’s pose it again. When the problem is sin, the 

solution is ____? Let’s try “counseling.” Bah! Nothing wrong with that, it may be very helpful, but 

it’s not the solution. When the problem is sin, the solution is ____? Try forgiveness. Bah! Hmm 

forgiveness is critical to be sure. That has to happen, but there is something more substantial 

needed. When the problem is sin, the solution is ____? Try righteousness. Ding, ding! Now you 

have it. Righteousness, righteousness, is what we long for. Righteousness is what we need.  

    Now, possibly you understand the difference between positional righteousness imputed to 

us by Jesus, and personal, practical righteousness worked in us by the Holy Spirit. Surely, God has 

both in view here, but primarily He has in view the latter, the personal, practical righteousness of 

heart produced by the Spirit. And I say that because Isaiah speaks of it being seen by the nations. 

It’s not our Christ-covering that others see, it is our lifestyles that get noticed. And listen, whatever 

your religion, is about – if it doesn’t promote this kind of righteousness, it’s not Christian; it’s not 

biblical. A friend once told me about some preacher who claims that during his revival meetings, 
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that folks are covered with a strange kind of gold-dust. That, he says, is a sign that God is moving. I 

know a pastor who claims that, in their meetings, God was turning dental fillings into gold. Others 

look to laughing or crying or falling or speaking in tongues as indicators of revival. And I don’t 

necessarily despise those things. God has done and can do some strange stuff when revival comes, 

but what revival must always bring, and that which is the only real sign of it is the multiplying of 

lives devoted more thoroughly to the Lord. The fruits of simple obedience, Christ-love and Christ-

likeness. Way back in chapter one Isaiah described the coming mercy in this way 1:26c-d After that 

you will be called the city of righteousness, a faithful city. This is the focus of my prayers for me 

and for us. This is the central concern of the Lord. And praise God, it is the promise of the Lord. 

The first mark of the promised restoration of God’s people is righteousness.  

    The second mark of this future restoration is peace. We think naturally of peace with God 

and peace within, but it seems that even more in view in Isaiah is peace among men. One of 

Isaiah’s beautiful descriptions of future grace is found in chapter 2:1-4 The word which Isaiah the 

son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2Now it will come about that in the last days the 

mountain of the house of the LORD will be established as the chief of the mountains, and will be 

raised above the hills; and all the nations will stream to it. 3And many peoples will come and say, 

"Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that He may 

teach us concerning His ways and that we may walk in His paths." For the law will go forth from 

Zion and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4And He will judge between the nations, and will 

render decisions for many peoples; and they will hammer their swords into plowshares and their 

spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, and never again will they 

learn war. This last verse especially has found its way into some of world history’s most critical 

speeches. Swords into plow shares. Spears into pruning hooks. This is what happens as the 

kingdom of God becomes prominent. One of the best-known songs of American Folk music is built 

around this whole idea, and this second chapter of Isaiah. 

Gonna lay down my sword and shield. Down by the riverside. Down by the riverside 

Down by the riverside Gonna lay down my sword and shield Down by the riverside 

Ain't gonna study war no more. 

I  ain't gonna study war no more, I ain't gonna study war no more, Study war no more. 

I ain't gonna study war no more, I ain't gonna study war no more, Study war no more. 
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Okay, the song is about being a peace-lover. We are going to promote peace. But what does the 

riverside have to do with that? The riverside represents Christian baptism. As folks come unto 

Jesus, as the kingdom of God advances, war is put behind us. There is not so much hostility among 

men. Isaiah is full of this theme. In chapter six he speaks of the Messianic kingdom and says 6:6-9 

The wolf will dwell with the lamb, and the leopard will lie down with the young goat, and the calf 

and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little boy will lead them. 7Also the cow and the 

bear will graze, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 8The 

nursing child will play by the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child will put his hand on the 

viper's den. 9They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the 

knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. Sounds great doesn’t it? What do you have 

when you have a  leopard lying down with a goat? Someone said you have a very uptight goat. No, 

no. You have peace. You have safety. You have tranquility. The same thing is mentioned in Isaiah 

65:25 “The wolf and the lamb will graze together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox; and dust 

will be the serpent's food. They will do no evil or harm in all My holy mountain,” says the LORD.  

What is described here is a world without danger. This was a major element of the Jewish concept 

of the blessed life. That is why, when Jews say “goodbye” how do they do it? They say, “shalom” – 

“peace.”  Peace is a major element in the blessed kingdom that God promises is on its way.   

 The third element of this promised grace is joy. Just listen to the description of the coming 

kingdom in Isaiah 35:1-2 The wilderness and the desert will be glad, and the Arabah will rejoice 

and blossom; like the crocus 2it will blossom profusely and rejoice with rejoicing and shout of joy.   

God is here describing a barren land that turns into a garden. This is a metaphor of what will 

happen with His people. And it is glorious and joyous. 35:6 Then the lame will leap like a deer, and 

the tongue of the mute will shout for joy. For waters will break forth in the wilderness and streams 

in the Arabah. 35:10 And the ransomed of the LORD will return and come with joyful shouting to 

Zion, with everlasting joy upon their heads. They will find gladness and joy, and sorrow and 

sighing will flee away. Now there’s a verse that makes a man want to preach. Everlasting joy is 

upon the heads of the redeemed! Hallelujah! This is the promise of God. Isaiah tells us this often. 

55:3 Indeed, the LORD will comfort Zion; He will comfort all her waste places. And her wilderness 

He will make like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness will be found 

in her, thanksgiving and sound of a melody. Tony Campolo wrote a book called, “The Kingdom of 

God is a Party.” And he hits on something very biblical there. It is the language of a great party that 
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God uses to describe the coming renewal. 25:6 The LORD of hosts will prepare a lavish banquet 

for all peoples on this mountain; a banquet of aged wine, choice pieces with marrow, and refined, 

aged wine. This is a tough passage for those who preach teetotalism. How many of you would 

describe yourself as a person who enjoys fine wine? Don’t be embarrassed, there is really no reason 

to be. You are going to be slightly more comfortable at the heavenly feast than guys like me who 

grew up Southern Baptist. Southern Baptists are connoisseurs, not of fine wine, but of sweet tea. 

We call it swuueet tea. We are very discerning about our iced tea, but I am guessing the good wine 

is even better, although I have never developed a taste for it. 25:7-9 And on this mountain He will 

swallow up the covering which is over all peoples, even the veil which is stretched over all nations. 

8He will swallow up death for all time, and the Lord GOD will wipe tears away from all faces, and 

He will remove the reproach of His people from all the earth; for the LORD has spoken. 9And it 

will be said in that day, "Behold, this is our God for whom we have waited that He might save us. 

This is the LORD for whom we have waited; let us rejoice and be glad in His salvation." My 

friends, we are a people, heirs of the covenant with Israel, who are called unto joy. This is our 

inheritance, purchased for us by the dying grace of our King. And I have saved the best for last. 

Isaiah 65:17-19 For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; and the former things will not 

be remembered or come to mind. 18But be glad and rejoice forever in what I create; for behold, I 

create Jerusalem for rejoicing and her people for gladness. 19I will also rejoice in Jerusalem and 

be glad in My people; and there will no longer be heard in her the voice of weeping and the sound 

of crying. Listen, do you get the impression that God is concerned about our happiness? Sure He is. 

He is very concerned. The chief end of man is what? To glorify God and enjoy ---- I believe it says 

– to enjoy Him forever. To enjoy Him. John Piper’s church in Minnesota has this wonderful 

mission statement: we exist to spread a passion for the supremacy of God in all things for the joy of 

all peoples. It’s all about God, but God makes it much about our joy. We say, “God you are the 

greatest, the center, the beginning and the end. We devote our lives to you. We will do anything for 

you. We will suffer gladly for your name sake.” And God says to us, “I have created you for 

rejoicing.” So, what shall we do church? We shall rejoice in Him! Whether we are in persecution or 

prosperity, this is our destiny – joy.  

    I think that is really, really cool. Now let me show you something else that is cool. In all of 

this, the Lord is telling us what it’s going to be like when His kingdom comes. And the terminology 

about the kingdom can be a bit vague and confusing. When does the kingdom come? When do all 
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these promised riches come upon God’s people? When are these prophecies fulfilled? And there are 

three answers I hope you will grasp with me. There are three levels of prophetic fulfillment flowing 

out of Isaiah. Level one, the most immediate, was when God restored the Jews back into the 

promised land after their Babylonian captivity. Isaiah is one of the prophets that warned the citizens 

of Jerusalem about their being driven out of the land by the disciplining hand of God and the 

schemes of the Babylonians. But Isaiah also spoke of the day when God would bring them back 

into the land, and establish them under Ezra and Nehemiah, and restore their worship and their city 

and their temple. The ransomed of the Lord will return and come with singing unto Zion. That 

occurred in 536 BC and was the first line of prophetic fulfillment.  

     The ultimate fulfillment, the final and complete expression of these promises is found in the 

eternal kingdom, the estate called “glory” in the New Testament. Even some of Isaiah’s language is 

picked up by New Testament writers 60:19-21 No longer will you have the sun for light by day, nor 

for brightness will the moon give you light; but you will have the LORD for an everlasting light, 

and your God for your glory. 20Your sun will no longer set, nor will your moon wane; for you will 

have the LORD for an everlasting light, and the days of your mourning will be over. 21Then all your 

people will be righteous; they will possess the land forever, the branch of My planting, the work of 

My hands, that I may be glorified. We already read in chapter 65 about the new heavens and the 

new earth. All of that is still ahead, but Isaiah spoke of it 2700 years ago.  

    So, there is the post-exilic fulfillment and the glory fulfillment. And one other, that is the 

fulfillment of the church era. That’s where we are now. In the coming of Jesus, the kingdom of God 

descended among us, and now we are already experiencing the eternal realities of that kingdom in 

limited, but lavish ways. And the essence of the kingdom is set before us in Romans 14:17 For the 

kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 

Notice anything in the order of the kingdom elements listed there? That is sort of our outline for 

today isn’t it? Righteousness is first. And its twin offspring are peace and joy. My friend Kathy 

tells of how she came to Christ at a point in her adult life when she was just sick of sin. She had had 

enough and was disgusted with it, and in her disgust she met Jesus. Any of you ever gotten sick of 

your sin? We think it is the way to joy, but you learn that it is 180 degrees in the other direction.  

Peace in life, joy in your heart, comes when the kingdom of God comes and brings righteousness 

first. A lot of us are trying to skip over the righteousness part of this and go straight to the peace 

and joy, but it doesn’t work that way. Righteousness, peace and joy are a package deal. Did you 
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know that the Gallup poll and every other poll shows clearly that highly spiritual people are also 

happier people? They are twice as likely to be highly satisfied with life. Hey, hey. Maybe the Bible 

is right. Hey, hey, maybe all those ads on TV and the internet are wrong. Joy comes to us as part of 

the kingdom of Christ which takes hold in our hearts.  

     My final point, and I must be brief is that our joy does come from the kingdom of God. 

Even though we get joy, only He gets to be King. Sadly, this is a deal-breaker for so many of us. 

Even though we get joy, only He gets to be King. Indeed, where God’s blessings flow, He becomes 

the center of everything. He is lifted up and praised. 28:5 In that day the LORD of hosts will 

become a beautiful crown and a glorious diadem to the remnant of His people. 43:21 The people 

whom I formed for myself will declare my praise. And finally, 45:25 In the LORD all the offspring 

of Israel will be justified and will glory. In the LORD all the offspring of Israel will be justified. 

And, in the Lord all the offspring of Israel will glory. In the Lord! 

    God promises this is coming to us. Finally, in glory, yes, but even now, in real time, when 

the Lord displays Himself in revival in His church these are the things we will see. Righteousness, 

peace, joy and a glorying in God. I don’t know about you. But when I read this it makes me hungry. 

Hungry for more of God, more of His kingdom, and more of the His presence. And although God 

gives us these things as prophecies – these are things that will happen, He also invites us to come to 

the banquet, share in the feast and experience His kingdom now. Let’s celebrate His grace, 

celebrate the righteousness that is ours in Christ and celebrate the joy of knowing Christ the King.  

      There are a few things I have typed on to my personal to-do list. Things that I have come to 

see the need of being reminded of routinely. One of these self-notes says, “Out-rejoice them.” Out-

rejoice them. I’m a competitive guy which can be bad, but I want to turn that into something good 

and it seems a good thing to fight the battles of life with joy as my strength and my goal. But, I’ll 

be honest. It’s not really a fair fight. Our Savior has given us so many reasons to be glad, you 

almost feel sorry for the devil. Almost. Let’s wrap this up with some exultant praise for the glory of 

our King and for our everlasting joy.  


