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                                       Isaiah, Part 4: Isaiah 36 2-2-20  

In God We Trust? 

 
  We be in week four of a series on themes from Isaiah. And I am wondering – do you know 

where in the Bible it says, “God helps those who help themselves.” In which Biblical book would 

you find that? For 100 points, what is the answer? Here it is. You can find that in the book of 

Hezekiah. Now, that’s an old joke among Christians because, in fact, the Bible does not ever say 

“God helps those who help themselves.” And, there is no such book as Hezekiah. Now Hezekiah 

sounds like it might be an Old Testament book doesn’t it? Hezekiah really was an Old Testament 

character. But, the closest thing we find to a book of Hezekiah is in the passage we will go through 

this morning. Chapters 36-39 of Isaiah include sort of an historical interlude in the prophecy, giving 

us accounts from the reign of Hezekiah who was king of Judah from about 730 to 700 BC. And 

when I studied Isaiah I discovered that the story here actually reinforces or illustrates lessons taught 

elsewhere in the book – as we will see.   

    I read this week of a guy who was pulled over by the police and told he had won $5 from 

the town for wearing his seat belt. As he handed him the money the officer asked, “What are you 

gonna do with the money?” And the man said, “I guess I’ll get my driver’s license.” Then a woman 

in the car said, “Oh, don’t listen to him, he always lies when he’s drunk.” Then a kid in the back 

seat said, “I knew we wouldn’t get far in a stolen car.” And finally a voice was heard from the trunk 

yelling, “Are we across the border yet?” My goodness! There is a guy in trouble. There’s a guy 

with some problems. But here we read about King Hezekiah facing even bigger problems than that. 

36:1-2 Now in the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, Sennacherib king of Assyria came up against 

all the fortified cities of Judah and seized them. 2And the king of Assyria sent Rabshakeh from 

Lachish to Jerusalem to King Hezekiah with a large army. And he stood by the conduit of the upper 

pool on the highway of the fuller's field. 

 Now, if you are living in Jerusalem at this time, this would have been very bad news. 

Within your lifetime, another Assyrian King, named Shalmaneser, had wiped out your northern 

brothers in Israel, and now his successor Sennacherib has his eyes set on you.  This invasion was 

the final thrust of the Assyrians to take control of Judah, immortalized in Lord Byron's poem,  

The Assyrian came down like a wolf on the fold,  

His cohorts were gleaming with purple and gold.  
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The sheen of his spears was like stars on the sea, 

When the blue wave rolls nightly on deep Galilee.  

The Assyrians were bad dudes, much more powerful, at this time, than Judah. They had already 

seized the forts of Judah, and now were on the doorstep of the capital. Their spokesman is a guy 

called here, Rabshakeh. That probably was not his name so much as his title. The prefix “Rab” 

meant “chief, or great.” We don’t know what “shakeh” meant, but we can guess that he was a big, 

mean guy who was hand-picked to intimidate the leaders of Judah. 3-5 Then Eliakim the son of 

Hilkiah, who was over the household, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph, the 

recorder, came out to him. 4Then Rabshakeh said to them, "Say now to Hezekiah, 'Thus says the 

great king, the king of Assyria, "What is this confidence that you have? 5"I say, 'Your counsel and 

strength for the war are only empty words.' Now on whom do you rely, that you have rebelled 

against me?” If you have read of the taunting of Goliath, this is similar speech. This is a challenge, 

and the presence of the army behind him is meant to make it all the more challenging. But I like the 

challenge. I like the Great Shaks questions. He asks us this, “On whom do you rely? Where is your 

trust?” That is a fantastic question that we can ask ourselves today. Who or what are you relying 

on? “Well, uh, uh, I dunno.” No good. No good at all. Life is serious stuff and you are bound to 

have your apathy shaken out of you sooner or later. You will feel threatened and exposed. Where 

will you place your trust? Where do you now?  What are you trusting in for safety? For financial 

well-being? What are you trusting in for security against death?  

     Many of us have a certain measure of self-confidence. We haven’t learned our own 

limitations yet, or have an exaggerated capacity for self-deception, but  are entirely self-reliant. 

Others of us are looking to another person, or to government, or to religion, or to our financial 

portfolio. These are all popular things we can trust in. And God says they are all vanity. Vanity! Of 

course, you know what God says to us. Trust Me! I am  your strength and protector. We finished 

last week looking at Isaiah 26:3-4 The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect peace, because he 

trusts in You. 4Trust in the LORD forever, for in GOD the LORD, we have an everlasting Rock.  

Trust in the Lord! I sort of faced the same problem this week that I mentioned last time. I knew you 

had heard so much about God being powerful, and I know this week that you have heard so much 

about the importance of trusting God. You hear it so much because the message is so pervasive 

throughout the Scriptures. And it is there so much because we are constantly putting our reliance in 

other things. And we must be reminded. The people of Judah, with their long history of relating to 
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the Lord, still, in time of need turned elsewhere. Rather than doing like the US coins suggest and 

trusting in God, they sought out alliances with other nations. When Assyria had assaulted Israel 20 

years earlier, Israel turned for help to Egypt. Not good. Isaiah 31:1 Woe to those who go down to 

Egypt for help and rely on horses, and trust in chariots because they are many and in horsemen 

because they are very strong, but they do not look to the Holy One of Israel, nor seek the LORD! 3 

Now the Egyptians are men and not God, and their horses are flesh and not spirit; so the LORD 

will stretch out His hand, and he who helps will stumble and he who is helped will fall, and all of 

them will come to an end together. 

   Does it make any difference where you put your trust? Oh my does it ever! Listen more to 

Isaiah on this 30:1-3 "Woe to the rebellious children," declares the LORD, "Who execute a plan, 

but not Mine, and make an alliance, but not of My Spirit, in order to add sin to sin; 2who proceed 

down to Egypt Without consulting Me, to take refuge in the safety of Pharaoh and to seek shelter in 

the shadow of Egypt! 3Therefore the safety of Pharaoh will be your shame and the shelter in the 

shadow of Egypt, your humiliation." And you may find this surprising, but on this very point, the 

Rabshakeh of Assyria agrees with God. Back to Isaiah 36: 6 Behold, you rely on the staff of this 

crushed reed, even on Egypt, on which if a man leans, it will go into his hand and pierce it. So is 

Pharaoh king of Egypt to all who rely on him. Now understand who the Rabshakeh really is. He is 

a minister of propaganda. He is not dissimilar to certain spokesmen we have been hearing from 

Iran, intending to discourage Americans and scare them. But in this case Rabshakeh was right. But 

after warning them not to rely on Egypt, he then goes on to tell them not to rely on the Lord either. 

13-16a Then Rabshakeh stood and cried with a loud voice in Judean and said, "Hear the words of 

the great king, the king of Assyria. 14"Thus says the king, 'Do not let Hezekiah deceive you, for he 

will not be able to deliver you; 15nor let Hezekiah make you trust in the LORD, saying, "The LORD 

will surely deliver us, this city will not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria." 16'Do not 

listen to Hezekiah.' 18-20 Beware that Hezekiah does not mislead you, saying, "The LORD will 

deliver us." Has any one of the gods of the nations delivered his land from the hand of the king of 

Assyria? 19Where are the gods of Hamath and Arpad? Where are the gods of Sepharvaim? And 

when have they delivered Samaria from my hand? 20Who among all the gods of these lands have 

delivered their land from my hand, that the LORD would deliver Jerusalem from my hand? Sounds 

like Goliath a bit doesn’t he? There is someone else he sounds like – even mightier than Goliath. 

This is the very voice of Satan himself. It is the devil who tells you that you will be a fool if you 
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rely on God. And our primal sin is to believe Satan, rather than God. Adam and Eve went with the 

counsel of the devil. What will Hezekiah do?  

      In 36:22 Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who was over the household, and Shebna the 

scribe and Joah the son of Asaph, the recorder, came to Hezekiah with their clothes torn and told 

him the words of Rabshakeh. Here is another clip from the original Star Trek series. Listen for Mr. 

Chekhov, Dr. McCoy, and of course Spock and Captain Kirk.  

Chekov: I think we're in a lot trouble.  

Kirk: That's great help, Mr. Chekov... Bones?  

McCoy: Well, I think Mr. Chekov is right, we ARE in a lot trouble. 

Kirk: Spock, if you say we're in a lot trouble...  

Spock: We are. 

 

I expect there may have been a similar conversation that went on between Hezekiah, Eliakim, 

Shebna, and Joah. They would all agree that they were in a lot of trouble. But how we go about 

dealing with it, is what separates us. What will Hezekiah do? Let’s see. 37:1 And when King 

Hezekiah heard it, he tore his clothes, covered himself with sackcloth and entered the house of the 

LORD. What do you think of that response? The tearing of the clothes and the sackcloth are fine, 

but the last part is really good. Hezekiah does not move toward anger, he does not move toward 

Egypt, he moves toward God. Attaboy Hezekiah! And it gets better. 2 Then he sent Eliakim who 

was over the household with Shebna the scribe and the elders of the priests, covered with sackcloth, 

to Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz. Man oh man – when things get tough in your life, who are 

you gonna call? Where will you turn? Hezekiah is a great example to us as He turns to God. Now, 

you may want to quibble and say, “Looks to me like He turned to Isaiah.” But there really is not 

any conflict between trusting the Lord, and trusting the resources God has supplied for you. There 

is no contradiction between trusting the Great Shepherd and trusting those shepherds whom He 

appoints over His flock. Lots of times, when someone looks to God for help, the Lord meets their 

needs through his men and His women, through His body. When you need wisdom, God 

recommends that you obtain godly counsel. But He advises against the counsel of the ungodly. He 

advises against looking to the world to meet your needs. Egypt is no good. But God is cool with 

Isaiah. 5-7 So the servants of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah. 6Isaiah said to them, "Thus you shall 

say to your master, 'Thus says the LORD, "Do not be afraid because of the words that you have 

heard, with which the servants of the king of Assyria have blasphemed Me. 7Behold, I will put a 

spirit in him so that he will hear a rumor and return to his own land. And I will make him fall by 
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the sword in his own land.'"' So, God speaks, through Isaiah, reassuring words about His intention 

to deceive and destroy the Assyrian king. But the pressure still isn’t off for Hezekiah – not yet. The 

Assyrian king goes off to fight another battle, but as he goes he issues threats against Hezekiah in 

the form of a letter, a letter which warned him to surrender or else. Let’s read on 14-15 Then 

Hezekiah took the letter from the hand of the messengers and read it, and he went up to the house 

of the LORD and spread it out before the LORD. 15And Hezekiah prayed to the LORD. This is 

beautiful is it not? Blessed are the people whose leaders respond to crises like this – seeking the 

word of the Lord for guidance, and seeking the hand of the Lord for power. And the king offers a 

wonderful prayer. Let’s read this aloud together. 16-20 O LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, who is 

enthroned above the cherubim, You are the God, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth. You 

have made heaven and earth. 17Incline Your ear, O LORD, and hear; open Your eyes, O LORD, 

and see; and listen to all the words of Sennacherib, who sent them to reproach the living God. 

18Truly, O LORD, the kings of Assyria have devastated all the countries and their lands, 19and have 

cast their gods into the fire, for they were not gods but the work of men's hands, wood and stone. So 

they have destroyed them. 20Now, O LORD our God, deliver us from his hand that all the kingdoms 

of the earth may know that You alone, LORD, are God. In the midst of his own distress, Hezekiah 

offers a God-centered prayer that expresses concern about the name, the reputation of God. It is a 

prayer beginning in praise and adoration. I tell ya, when I find my heart devastated and 

overwhelmed, there is nothing so good for me as worship, as turning my eyes off of the problems 

and putting them on the Creator. That is how Hezekiah begins, then he goes on to lay out the 

problem before God, and simply, and humbly He asks the Lord for deliverance.  

    Where does Hezekiah put his trust? Rabshakeh taunted him, “On whom do you rely?” And 

Hezekiah’s conduct shows where his heart is doesn’t it? In God we trust. The king exhibits the 

God-reliance so encouraged in the book of Isaiah. But you should know that Isaiah does more than 

just tell us to trust in God. He gives us reasons to do so. You see, trust is not something that can 

simply be demanded. If someone comes to me and says, “give me a thousand dollars” and I will 

pay you back double by the end of the month, should I believe them? If they look at me with 

sincere eyes and say, “Just trust me.” Should I take that deal? It depends completely on who says it. 

If it is a stranger, no matter how much they urge me, the answer will be NO! If it is someone I 

know is trustworthy and has the resources to do it, then I may very well go for it. I will likely ask a 

couple of questions first, but I will be inclined because that person has won my confidence by their 
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track record. So, when Isaiah urges us to trust God, he also explains why God is worthy of our 

trust. And he gives us these four reasons which I want to cover briefly.  

     Reason #1 for trusting God is His great power. God can do. Isaiah’s prophecy is full of 

testimonies to the power of God. We saw them last time so I will move on to the second point.  

    Reason #2 for trusting God is that He never changes. You can put your trust in something 

that may be great today, but what happens tomorrow? Uh-oh. Everything in this world is subject to 

change – except God. I like Henry Lyte’s classic hymn Abide With Me which is a hymn for the 

evening. There he says this, Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day. Earth’s joys grow dim, its 

glories pass away. Change and decay in all around I see. O Thou who changest not, abide with 

me. Our hearts cry for that permanent refuge and anchor, which God is. Look at Isaiah 26:4 Trust in 

the LORD forever, For in GOD the LORD, we have an everlasting Rock.   

    Reason #3 for relying on the Lord is His compassion. Isaiah 55:6 Seek the LORD while He 

may be found; call upon Him while He is near. Who you gonna call? Call on the Lord. “But wait – 

you don’t know me Pastor. I haven’t exactly been living the clean life, ya know. I don’t think I 

have any real leverage with God. He may even be mad at me.” And you know, He may be mad at 

you. But Scripture tells us that God is a soft-touch for the contrite. I remember once, our daughter 

Sarah called us up from out of town about her car not starting. I told her to find a repair shop 

nearby and ask them to check out her battery and the connections and so forth. I told her that if she 

just went in and smiled and acted needy that she would get the attention she wanted and her car 

would get fixed. So Sarah took the car to some place she called “Middus” and she got immediate 

attention and a new battery. Swell. You see, I know that repair shops are busy, but I also know that 

males have an automatic response mechanism to a maiden in distress, especially if she is young and 

smiling. In the same way, God has a soft spot, God is an easy-touch, not for smiling young ladies, 

but for anyone who is soft-hearted, humble and repentant. God resists the proud but gives grace to 

the humble. So, Isaiah urges us to call on God. Why? He explains 55:7 Let the wicked forsake his 

way and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him return to the LORD, and He will have 

compassion on him, and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon. Because this is the nature of 

God even dirty, rotten sinners can be confident when they humbly put their trust in Him.  

      Reason #4 for relying on the Lord is His covenant love. By the term “covenant love” I mean 

not just God’s disposition to do us good, but His promised determination to do so. God enters into a 

covenant with His people, thereby pledging Himself to them in the same way that husbands and 
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wives make vows to one another. Isaiah 43:1 But now, thus says the LORD, your Creator, O Jacob, 

and He who formed you, O Israel, "Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by 

name; you are Mine!” That is the language of marriage. When God says “You are mine” He also 

means that he is ours. Read on 2-3a When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 

through the rivers, they will not overflow you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be 

scorched, nor will the flame burn you. 3For I am the LORD your God. For I am the Lord your God. 

And what he promises us here is that He will never leave us or forsake us, in sickness and in health, 

in joy and in sorrow, for richer or poorer. God is bound to us by an oath. And He is no lying sinner. 

God does not, will not, cannot break His covenant. Therefore, you can trust Him.  

     Alright then, we have seen the importance of looking to God, relying on God and not 

something else. We have seen why God is worthy of that reliance. Now let’s see what you get when 

you trust in God. Let’s return to the story of Hezekiah the king in chapter 37. Hezekiah finishes his 

prayer in verse 20 and in the very next verse Isaiah tells of how God will answer that prayer 

through His judgment on Sennacherib. Isaiah is speaking to the king in verse 33-35 Therefore, thus 

says the LORD concerning the king of Assyria, 'He will not come to this city or shoot an arrow 

there; and he will not come before it with a shield, or throw up a siege ramp against it. 34By the 

way that he came, by the same he will return, and he will not come to this city,' declares the LORD. 

35'For I will defend this city to save it for My own sake and for My servant David's sake.' What does 

Hezekiah get for relying on God? He gets victory. Not only prophesied, but realized. 36-38c Then 

the angel of the LORD went out and struck 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians; and when men 

arose early in the morning, behold, all of these were dead. 37So Sennacherib king of Assyria 

departed and returned home and lived at Nineveh. 38It came about as he was worshiping in the 

house of Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons killed him with the sword. You 

know, God will often allow very wicked people to experience success in many endeavors of life. 

But their families are almost always a disaster. So it is here. The great king, envied by all, but 

murdered by his sons. Despite all his power and fame and fortune, he was a tragic figure. And you 

will note that he was apparently a religious man. Religion is not where we are to place our hope. 

Religion is not the answer. Religion is not where you go. Sennacherib has his religion. He was a 

member of the First Nisrochian church, but he didn’t have God, the true and living Lord of heaven 

and earth. Sennacherib went to his idol’s temple and met with death, Hezekiah went to the house of 

God and triumphed. That is what trusting God will get you – victory and therefore peace. Isaiah 
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26:3 just one more time 26:3 The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect peace, because he 

trusts in You. That is where trust in God will get you. And that is a very good place to be.  

     Trust is what the gospel of Jesus is all about. The message of good news in Christ tells us 

that we are in trouble and self-reliance is pointless. We face an onslaught which we cannot handle – 

namely death and judgment are coming our way, and we prepared for neither. In fact, the Scriptures 

tell us that much of what we do to get ready only puts us deeper in the hole we have dug for 

ourselves. But, the gospel message is that for all who humble themselves like Hezekiah, who call 

out to God, there is a Savior, there is a champion named Jesus who defeats our enemies for us, and 

who says to us “trust Me with your death, with your life, with your todays and with your 

tomorrows. For I am the Lord your God, the holy One of Israel, your Savior. Come to me, believe 

in Me, all the ends of the earth and you will be saved.” There is an interesting verse in Isaiah 30:15 

that prefigures the gospel for us. And we will close with this. 30:15 For thus the Lord GOD, the 

Holy One of Israel, has said, "In repentance and rest you will be saved, in quietness and trust is 

your strength. But you were not willing." The last part of that is tragic isn’t it? God is offering us a 

gracious salvation on the basis of faith not works, trust, not effort. Why would we be unwilling? 

Pride! Ugly, sick, disgusting pride is what will kill you, if you let it. So, don’t let it. Be done with 

pride and say to God, (in fact, say this with me) “I am willing, in repentance and rest I will be 

saved. In quietness and trust is my strength.” Let’s pray.  


