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                                                   Isaiah, Part 3: Isaiah 40 1-22-20 

The Power of God 

 

 We are looking together at what God has to say to us through the Old Testament prophet 

Isaiah. Understand that this undertaking for me did not involve figuring out what I think you should 

hear and then trying to find it in Isaiah. It involved reading Isaiah carefully and taking notes as I 

went, with the goal of singling out the major emphases of the prophetic book. And so, I am 

developing, out of that study, about a dozen sermons which I trust the Spirit will bless to our 

edification. That’s the deal. And the theme de jour. Our theme for today from Isaiah has to do with 

an attribute of God. RC Sproul often said that the greatest need of the church is to learn who God 

is. And he attributed much of our ignorance about God to an ignorance of the Old Testament. Now, 

as we read Isaiah, we certainly develop a fairly complete perception of who God is. But in my 

studies there was one particular attribute of God that kept coming forth, and made my Top Ten 

themes list. Care to guess what that attribute is? Some of you may suggest it is holiness. Isaiah 

chapter 6 is the passage wherein God is called “holy, holy, holy.” But that is not it. Some may 

suggest it is love. You know of Isaiah 53 and what it tells us about the saving love of God for 

sinners. But that is not it either. What impressed me most and most often about the God Isaiah 

describes, is His power. Now, I expect all of you, if you believe in God at all believe that He is 

powerful. But I can tell you from experience that the God I believed in years ago is not nearly as 

powerful as the God I believe in today. Although I grew up in the church I have been surprised by 

the power of the God of Scripture and I expect you may be surprised as well. Let’s start then by 

looking at five ways in which God’s power is seen in the book of Isaiah.  

     First of all, we see God’s power in His weight and glory. We see God’s power in His weight 

and glory. I use both terms there, but in the Hebrew, it is really just one word. The term “cabod” 

which is translated in your Bible as “glory” but literally means “weighty.” We understand the 

connection between weight and power, don’t we? The average offensive lineman for the Steelers 

weighs in at 330 lbs. and is powerful. So, just how much does God weigh? Hmm. Scripture teaches 

that God is a Spirit, that God is not subject to the limitations of physicality, so the whole weight 

discussion is not taken literally but as a description of God’s power and importance. But weight 

becomes a metaphor for our instruction. And in the days of Isaiah weight and size was calculated 

with a measure and a scale. Isaiah 40:12 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of His hand, 
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and marked off the heavens by the span, and calculated the dust of the earth by the measure, and 

weighed the mountains in a balance and the hills in a pair of scales? No direct answer is given, but 

you know that whoever could weigh the mountains must himself be awesome. Of course, the 

prophet is referring to God. We don’t get a numerical weight on God either in pounds or kilos, but 

consider these comparisons. 40:15-17 Behold, the nations are like a drop from a bucket, and are 

regarded as a speck of dust on the scales; behold, He lifts up the islands like fine dust. 16Even 

Lebanon is not enough to burn, nor its beasts enough for a burnt offering. 17All the nations are as 

nothing before Him, they are regarded by Him as less than nothing and meaningless. Wow! Look 

at that and you get quite a picture of the magnitude of God. He says that before the Lord entire 

nations are a drop in a bucket. That is pretty inconsequential, but then he goes further and says they 

are like dust, like a speck of dust, on the scales. A week ago, I was in the doctor’s office and they 

wanted me to weigh in. You know how that goes. You want the scales to be kind. So, I reached into 

my pocket and removed my keys and my wallet. Why? I didn’t want anything, however small, 

inflating my weight. I was even wishing I hadn’t worn a cotton undershirt for my weigh-in. But I 

don’t worry about dust on the scales. I’m sure there is some, but it isn’t worth noting is it? God says 

that for him, the nations are like that. But, Isaiah thought that was not stating it clearly enough so he 

goes on to say in verse 17 that all the nations put together are as nothing before God. That would 

seem to be as far as you could go, but that struck the prophet as still not clear enough so he finally 

says in verse 17 that they are “less than nothing.” Now, how big is God? How weighty is God, if it 

means that everything else is a negative compared to Him? You know what a black hole is? 

Somebody said that a black hole is where God divided by zero, and I think that’s supposed to be 

funny but I don’t get it. Anyway, black holes are a stellar phenomena, hypothesized by 

astronomers, that involve matter that is hyper-dense. So dense that a black hole would weigh a 

million times more than the sun. But to the God who created them… they are like a drop in a 

bucket. Isaiah goes on in chapter 40 to say, 18a To whom then will you liken God? 22-26b  

It is He who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers, who 

stretches out the heavens like a curtain and spreads them out like a tent to dwell in. 23He it is who 

reduces rulers to nothing, who makes the judges of the earth meaningless. 24Scarcely have they 

been planted, scarcely have they been sown, scarcely has their stock taken root in the earth, but He 

merely blows on them, and they wither, and the storm carries them away like stubble. 
25"To whom then will you liken Me that I would be his equal?" says the Holy One. 26Lift up your 

eyes on high and see who has created these stars. 
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The Copernican revolution refers to the time when astronomers came to understand that the center 

of our galaxy was not the earth, after all, but the sun. But I am here to tell you that the quaint little 

star we call the sun is not the center after all. The world, and I include in that every single galaxy, 

revolves around one central figure of infinite weight. That is God. And His weight, His glory, and 

thus His power is beyond imagination.  

     Secondly, Isaiah seeks to show us the power of God seen in His wrath toward His enemies. 

It may sound ridiculous that a God of such infinite might would have any enemies, but he does. 

There are plenty who have determined to oppose him. And the description of their destiny, their 

fate, is fairly predictable. We read already from 40:24 of those on whom the Lord blows and what 

happens to them? They wither. They are carried away like stubble in the wind. “Dust in the wind. 

All we are is dust in the wind.” That is the fight song of the enemies of God. Not very rousing is it?  

Look and listen to what Isaiah says awaits the opponents of the Lord. 66:14d-16a He will be 

indignant toward His enemies. 15For behold, the LORD will come in fire and His chariots like the 

whirlwind, to render His anger with fury, and His rebuke with flames of fire. 16For the LORD will 

execute judgment by fire. And you don’t want to be on the warm end of this. Have you ever seen 

movies that depict something horrible and terrifying, but instead of showing it to you, the movie 

only shows you the faces, and the reactions of the people that do see the monster? That is kind of 

how the Bible tells us about the devastating horror which is the wrath of God. 33:14 Sinners in Zion 

are terrified; trembling has seized the godless. "Who among us can live with the consuming fire? 

Who among us can live with continual burning?" Then too Isaiah 2:19 Men will go into caves of the 

rocks and into holes of the ground before the terror of the LORD and the splendor of His majesty, 

when He arises to make the earth tremble.  

    And not only may we discover something of the power of God in the devastation He brings 

on His enemies, we also see it in the ease with which He does so. Isaiah 40:21 said God just blows 

on them and they wither. No great effort there is there? In Psalm 2 we read of the kings of the earth 

plotting together against God and what is the response of the Lord to that? God laughs. The most 

intimidating forces earth has ever seen, forces that strike terror into the hearts of men, only provoke 

chuckles from the Almighty. Without breaking a sweat God will wipe out all of His enemies. 

Consider the power of our God.  
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    Thirdly, we see in Isaiah God’s power through His support of His friends. We understand 

that God’s might, which is death for His enemies, is life and strength for His friends. One of those 

well-loved portions of Isaiah is chapter 40:28-31  

Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of 

the earth does not become weary or tired. His understanding is inscrutable. 29He gives strength to 

the weary, and to him who lacks might He increases power. 30Though youths grow weary and tired, 

and vigorous young men stumble badly, 31yet those who wait for the LORD will gain new strength; 

they will mount up with wings like eagles, they will run and not get tired, they will walk and not 

become weary.  

 

The point is that when you trust in God, wait on Him, align your life with His power, you will be 

able to tap into His unlimited source of strength. So, the teaching of Scripture on the  power of God 

which is very bad news for the wicked, is very good news to those who love God. He is an endless 

support and strength for us. You know Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through Him who 

strengthens me. We pump ourselves up with such verses as these and well we should. Ephesians 

1:19 speaks of “the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe.” Just as great, as 

powerful, as God’s opposition to His enemies, is His support of His friends. So, we rejoice in His 

power and might.  

    Fourthly now, Isaiah teaches us about God’s power as seen in the power of His word. I 

heard once of a pastor who did a series of sermons on the most misinterpreted and misused 

Scriptures in the Bible. And if I did that, one such Scripture I would surely include is Isaiah 55:11. 

Look at it with me, and we will begin at verse 55:9-11 For as the heavens are higher than the 

earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than your thoughts. 10For as the 

rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there without watering the earth and 

making it bear and sprout, and furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater; 11so will My 

word be which goes forth from My mouth; it will not return to Me empty, without accomplishing 

what I desire, and without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it. Now, if you have been 

around the church very long, how have you heard that last verse used? I hear this idea, that if God’s 

word goes forth – meaning the Scriptures- that people will be saved and transformed. The  

implication is that our preaching is never in vain, never falls on deaf ears, never fails to have an 

impact. My experience is contrary to that. I believe the Scriptures teach that God’s word often goes 

forth without changing anybody. That can happen. But, regardless of your take on that question, 

this passage does not really say anything about the written or preached word of God. The phrase 



 5 

“word which goes forth from my mouth” here has reference not to any propositional revelation, but 

to the decretive word of God, that word which comes forth from God and immediately affects 

reality. This is the word of God we encounter in the first chapter of Genesis. There God spoke and 

what happened? The Bible didn’t happen. What did? The world. “Let there be light.” Boom! 

There’s light. How did God do it? How did He create? By His word. His decree. Psalm 33:6a By 

the word of the LORD the heavens were made. Does that mean the Bible did it? No, no. The decree 

of God did it. 6-9 By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, and by the breath of His mouth 

all their host. 7He gathers the waters of the sea together as a heap; He lays up the deeps in 

storehouses. 8Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of 

Him 9for He spoke, and it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast. Is there anything in the 

world as powerful as the speech of God?  Nothing close. What God says is, is. What God says 

should happen, happens. And that leads us to our fifth point 

      Point five is that as we read Isaiah we see God’s power in His total control of all things. In 

short, Isaiah reveals to us a Sovereign God. A sovereign God is not just one who can control 

everything, but who does control everything. Look at these Scriptures from Isaiah. 44:24-28  

Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, and the one who formed you from the womb, "I, the LORD, 

am the maker of all things, stretching out the heavens by Myself and spreading out the earth all 

alone, 25causing the omens of boasters to fail, making fools out of diviners, causing wise men to 

draw back and turning their knowledge into foolishness, 26confirming the word of His servant and 

performing the purpose of His messengers. It is I who says of Jerusalem, 'She shall be inhabited!' 

And of the cities of Judah, 'They shall be built.' And I will raise up her ruins again. 
27It is I who says to the depth of the sea, 'Be dried up!' And I will make your rivers dry. 
28It is I who says of Cyrus, 'He is My shepherd! And he will perform all My desire.' And he declares 

of Jerusalem, 'She will be built,' And of the temple, 'Your foundation will be laid.   

 

God here lays claim to being the ultimate cause of all this stuff that goes on down here. His 

omnipotence is not sitting on the shelf in heaven. He is using it to bring to pass His own plans. 

45:5-7 I am the LORD, and there is no other; besides Me there is no God. I will gird you, though 

you have not known Me; 6That men may know from the rising to the setting of the sun that there is 

no one besides Me. I am the LORD, and there is no other, 7The One forming light and creating 

darkness, causing well-being and creating calamity; I am the LORD who does all these. All these! 

God doesn’t just take the credit for the pleasant things that happen. He says He also creates 

calamity. God is saying that if it happens, He is behind it. That is what it means for Him to be 

sovereign. And when you are sovereign you make the plans and you only need one set of plans. 
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There is not plan B with God. You know why? Because He executes plan A without any problem. 

It is plan A all the way. Isaiah 46:9-11 Remember the former things long past, for I am God, and 

there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like Me, 10declaring the end from the beginning, 

and from ancient times things which have not been done, saying, 'My purpose will be established, 

and I will accomplish all My good pleasure'; 11calling a bird of prey from the east, the man of My 

purpose from a far country. Truly I have spoken; truly I will bring it to pass. I have planned it, 

surely I will do it. And if you are inclined to argue about this, remember who it is who is saying 

these things.  

      Now, our tendency is to think that God is in control of the weather, and maybe a few other 

things, but most people don’t hold to Isaiah’s view of a God who is absolutely sovereign. We want 

to think that it is the will of people, not God, that makes the big difference. We certainly tend to 

believe that humans can frustrate God’s plans – however ludicrous and unbiblical such a notion 

may be. Listen to Isaiah 43:13 Even from eternity I am He, and there is none who can deliver out of 

My hand; I act and who can reverse it? Huh? Who can undo God’s plan? Frustrate Him? God does 

not create anything that is outside his control. Does that include human beings? Of course it does. 

In the movie Bruce Almighty starring Jim Carrey, this fella named Bruce gets infused, for a season, 

with God’s power. He can do all kinds of miraculous things, but the one thing he can’t do, the one 

thing the film implies that even God can’t do, is control the will and choices of  human beings. Is 

that idea consistent with Scripture? Oh my no! The God of this book is a God who is sovereign 

over all. Did you see what He said about Cyrus in Isaiah 44:28? He said the pagan king would 

perform all of His, God’s, desire. Just like Proverbs 21:1 The king's heart is like channels of water 

in the hand of the LORD; He turns it wherever He wishes. Uh-oh. God never heard about how He 

isn’t supposed to mess around with human hearts and lives. He speaks in chapter 46 of calling a 

bird from the east, or calling a man for His purpose. To God it makes no difference. Whether it is 

men or beast. He is in control. He is the God of all power. 

     Wow! So you knew He was powerful, but did you know He was this powerful? Did you 

know His power is beyond anything you could even understand? This is the God of Isaiah. And I 

want Him to be the God of my life and your life as well. I want to go from having too small a view 

of God to having a biblical understanding of who He is. Now, let’s look together at some 

applications of what we have seen today. And I have three.  



 7 

      Application #1 is to lose weight. How did I get that out of Isaiah? Go back to the first point 

about God being weighty and glorious. We are born believing that the world centers around whom? 

Me. Myself and I. In our pride we make ourselves the center of the universe. We think that we are 

the weighty personality around whom all the world orbits. And part of growing spiritually is 

learning that this is not the case. We need to lose weight in that we need to quit taking ourselves so 

seriously and realize that creation and history is all about God. When you grasp the weightiness, the 

glory and the magnitude of God it rather changes your view of self.  You begin to say with John the 

Baptist, “He must increase, but I must decrease.” It is the most humbling thing in the world. It was 

Bullwinkle J. Moose of television fame who said this: When it comes to humility. I’m the greatest!  

Truth is – when it comes to humility God is the greatest and that is the basis for biblical humility. 

Not a low view of self, but a high view of God. Nothing compares to God in importance. Nothing. 

Not you, not your children, not your ministry. Nothing. Some folks, with a similar personality to 

my own, take ourselves far too seriously. We are too heavy. We seem to believe that if we were not 

around the world would fall off its hinges. But when we get a glimpse of the great creator, and 

sustainer, and sovereign Lord, then maybe, well, we will believe that He can get the ship home just 

fine without.  

    Remember the movie Toy Story? It was a story about a bunch of toys belonging to a young 

boy. And one of the toys had an ego problem. He didn’t quite understand his place in the cosmos. 

He took himself far too seriously. His name was Buzz Lightyear. And Buzz seemed to think that he 

was, in reality, a great hero of the space age. This was highly aggravating to the other toys, 

especially to the Tom Hanks toy named Woody, who tried to explain things to Buzz and finally, in 

frustration he just yells, “You are a toy!!” There are times in Scripture when God kind of does that 

to us. Now, we aren’t just toys. But we have to be reminded that we are creatures- made by God, 

made for God. And any significance we have is found in our relationship to Him. It’s all about 

Him. So, lighten up! You will be just fine. Indeed, you will be more than fine when you understand 

that power and weight and sufficiency is in the Lord, and if it’s not in you, that’s okay. 

     Second application of our study is to be a friend. Be a friend. God is an all-powerful being 

with enemies and friends, and it is really much better to be his friend. And rather than sweating 

over whether God is on your side or not, make sure that you are on His side. And the cool thing is 

that God invites you to be on His side. He says that if you repent of your sin and put faith in His 

Son that all the power of the universe goes from being against you to being for you. We saw in 
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Isaiah 40 that if you wait on the Lord you will experience great power and perseverance. And we 

saw in several places how, if you oppose the Lord, you will be crushed. So, accept the offer to be a 

friend of God. Romans 8:31 What shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?  

And what is the answer to that? Don’t Christians have enemies? Sure we do. We may have the 

kings of many nations against us, but we have already seen today that they all add up to what? 

Nothing! Or even less than that, compared to God. If God is for us, who is against us? The answer 

is “no one who really matters.”  

     Our third and final application is this: since God is all-powerful then we can trust Him and 

be at peace. Anxiety is an expression of unbelief. Anxiety says, “I really don’t know if you can 

handle my problems, Lord. You may be able to speak worlds into existence, but have you seen my 

credit card bill? Have you heard what my psychiatrist says is wrong with me”  How much of the 

world is under God’s control? All of it. That is why the apostle can say to us in Romans 8:28 We 

know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are 

called according to His purpose. That verse is given to us to communicate peace to our hearts, to 

remind us to trust in the Lord, to lean on the everlasting arms. Isaiah 26:3-4 The steadfast of mind 

You will keep in perfect peace, because he trusts in You. 4Trust in the LORD forever, for in GOD 

the LORD, we have an everlasting Rock.   

     We will pursue this more next time. For now I close with a personal word. I had a hard time 

developing this sermon. It just wasn’t happening fast and I wasn’t pleased with what I was coming 

up with. I thought, “these people have heard about God’s power a zillion times, what is left to say 

to them?” I found myself growing anxious. Then in hit me. Hey, dummy, the message is just for 

times like this. I so very much want God to use my sermons for your good. And I work hard for 

that to happen, but you know what? I don’t work alone. So, even if I am not at my best, all is not 

lost. There is no reason to panic. For with me, and on my side, is the God who reigns in heaven. He 

can take my measly offering and make it effective in your hearts. In the final analysis, it is not 

about my hustle or my skill, it is about God’s power, and the life-changing wind of the Spirit 

blowing where He will. That fact should never produce indolence and laziness but it should 

engender peace and trust and confidence for those who know that they are on the Lord’s side. 

Why? He’s got the whole world in His hands. He’s got the whole world,  in His hands. He’s got the 

whole world, in His hands. He’s got the whole world in His hands. Ponder anew what the Almighty 

can do, if with His love He befriend thee. Let’s pray.  


