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The Sons of Disappointment 1-5-20 

Isaiah 1  

 
 We begin this new year with a study I pray will be profitable for our souls – a study of the 

Old Testament book of Isaiah. The book of Isaiah is named after its author, the prophet who 

declared God’s word to the Hebrews living in and around Jerusalem, in the nation of Judah, during 

the last 40 years of the 8th century before Christ. After Jeremiah, the book of Isaiah is the second 

longest in the entire Bible. So, there is a lot to study, but what we will focus on are the themes 

which the prophet keeps coming back to in his 66 terrific chapters. My studies uncovered about a 

dozen predominant themes of the prophet and that dozen will be the focus of our Sunday sermons 

for the next three months. The opening chapter of Isaiah introduces a good number of those themes. 

And today’s subject is one of them – in fact, it is the first theme brought up in Isaiah’s great book. 

So, let’s read it starting at the very beginning, which is a very good place to start. Isaiah 1:1-4  

The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz concerning Judah and Jerusalem, which he saw during the 

reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 2Listen, O heavens, and hear, O 

earth; for the LORD speaks, "Sons I have reared and brought up, but they have revolted against 

Me. 3An ox knows its owner, and a donkey its master's manger, but Israel does not know, My 

people do not understand." 4Alas, sinful nation, people weighed down with iniquity, offspring of 

evildoers, sons who act corruptly! They have abandoned the LORD, they have despised the Holy 

One of Israel, they have turned away from Him. 

 

 Who here this morning is disappointed with God? Oh, you don’t need to raise your hand. 

You may be embarrassed to say it, but for sure a goodly percentage of us are quite disappointed 

with God. It is a very common experience although it is rather tough to admit it. Something else 

that may be tough to admit – do you think it is possible that God is disappointed with you? Hmm. 

The idea of an Almighty God who can be disappointed rather blows my circuits. But, the fact is that 

Isaiah and the prophets frequently describe for us a disappointed God. This passage introduces our 

first theme, and it is not exactly a happy one. It is the disappointment of God with His people. We 

are all familiar with disappointment. Who is already disappointed with 2020 huh? You were hoping 

for more from these first few days. How about your holiday? Anyone disappointed with that? I flew 

south and went to Disney – but my back and foot hurt. I was in pain. Disappointing! Then I caught 

a cold for the rest of the trip and the time with our family. Disappointing! Then I came back home 

and there was no snow for Christmas. Disappointing! Or not. My foot is still hurting and I can’t run 

or play basketball. Disappointing! The Steelers? Disappointing. Life is full of these kind of 
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disappointments and they are hard enough, but you know what is even harder? Harder for me, and 

maybe for you? That is being a disappointment. Being disappointed is bad, but being the 

disappointment is worse. I hate disappointing people, but I often find myself doing that in my role 

as pastor. What’s even worse is when I am a disappointment to my wife and our children. When it’s 

the ones I love the most, it really stings, especially when I know the disappointment is truly my 

fault.  

     But if there is anyone you really, really don’t want to disappoint - - well, that would have to 

be God. And yet, God speaks to the people of Judah in no uncertain terms about this. He tells them 

from the get-go, from the opening lines of Isaiah’s prophecy that they have been a major 

disappointment to him. And He speaks to them as a father addressing his children. Ooof! That is 

painful on both sides isn’t it? Some of you have in times past or times recent disappointed your 

parents, and the knowledge of that pains you. And understand there is pain on the other side. When 

you get into this parenting thing you open yourself up to enormous pain. Parents invest so very 

much in their children. They are positioned to potentially break your heart. I mean, you bear a 

child, and welcome that child, and nurse that child, and hold that child. You dream dreams for that 

child, and as that child grows you dream dreams with that child. You help him or her grow up and 

you sacrifice to give them every advantage you can and you pray and you pray and you pray, and 

then – then- in far too many cases- then that child grows into the kind of person you despise and 

cannot tolerate. That, my friend, that experience, is one of life’s greatest griefs and I know that 

many of you know it first-hand. It is one pain, that we have dedicated ourselves to preventing. So 

much of what our church does is toward the goal of that not happening, toward the goal of raising 

up children of gladness, not children of grief. But there always have been and I guess will continue 

to be plenty of the latter. Parents in pain are all around us, and you should know that God shares 

that pain Himself. It is true. Isaiah chapter one says so, but then also Isaiah 5. The analogy is 

different here. God speaks as a farmer here, but the point is the same. Isaiah 5:1-4 

Let me sing now for my well-beloved a song of my beloved concerning His vineyard. My well-

beloved had a vineyard on a fertile hill. 2He dug it all around, removed its stones, and planted it 

with the choicest vine. and He built a tower in the middle of it and also hewed out a wine vat in it; 

then He expected it to produce good grapes, but it produced only worthless ones. 3And now, O 

inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge between Me and My vineyard. 4What more was 

there to do for My vineyard that I have not done in it? Why, when I expected it to produce good 

grapes did it produce worthless ones? 
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And then, if there is any doubt about who He is speaking of, He says in 7 For the vineyard of the 

LORD of hosts is the house of Israel and the men of Judah His delightful plant. Thus He looked for 

justice, but behold, bloodshed; for righteousness, but behold, a cry of distress.   

     Can you feel in that the bitterness of disappointment? There were high hopes for the 

vineyard, just as there are high hopes for every one of our lives. But so often, the outcome is 

disappointment. And if there is a single area of life that produces more intense disappointment than 

parenting, it would have to be marriage. Go to almost any wedding and you will see two people 

brimming with expectation. They believe they have found the key to a life of bliss. But then come 

back 10 years later. So many go from I Do to I’ll Sue. And even those who hang together are 

existing with a broken heart, just so disappointed at what their relationship has become. And life 

holds few if any disappointments so intense as this. So it is that God describes His disappointment 

with His people, not just in parental terms but in marital terms as well.  

      Look with me at Isaiah 29:13 Then the Lord said, "Because this people draw near with their 

words and honor Me with their lip service, but they remove their hearts far from Me, and their 

reverence for Me consists of tradition learned by rote.” Tell me that doesn’t describe a whole lot of 

marriages you know-- maybe even yours. We draw near with words. We call each other husband 

and wife, maybe even honey and baby. We say the appropriate things about how important our 

marriage is to us, how grateful we are for our spouses. We give gifts at the right time and in the 

right way. To the casual observer everything in the marriage appears just fine. But what is missing? 

There is no passion. There is no real intimacy. There is no heart. On another day I am asking if this 

describes your marriage. But today I am asking if this describes your religion, your relationship to 

God. “Words, lip service, traditions learned by rote” but no heart! 

       God is telling you this morning how dissatisfied He is with that kind of relationship, and I 

know how dissatisfied you must be too. And that dissatisfaction will manifest sooner or later in you 

seeking after other lovers. We have a “themes from Isaiah” sermon coming up on the subject of 

idolatry. That was a major way the Hebrews of old disappointed God, and when He spoke of it He 

spoke of it in terms of adultery – spiritual adultery. If you read the book of Hosea you know how 

God depicts himself as a jilted love, as a husband betrayed by an adulterous bride. And that theme 

is found in Isaiah as well. Isaiah 1:21a How the faithful city has become a harlot. God goes on to 

complain that His people have not looked to Him, but have turned away to other lovers to meet 

their needs. Isaiah 43:22a You have not called on Me, O Jacob. And Isaiah 64:7ab There is no one 
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who calls on your name, who arouses himself to take hold of you. No, for their needs and for their 

pleasures, those called by God’s name were, and they are turning to other things. How often we do 

this very thing. We look for satisfaction in the things of this world, in our cars and houses, and in 

our friends and families. When we have needs we don’t go to God first, we go to the doctor, or the 

psychologist, or the liquor store. Or we lose ourselves in our movies, or hobbies and games. Or 

maybe we turn to the government for deliverance. One of God’s complaints against his people was 

that they looked to alliances with other nations as the ground of their security. Isaiah 30:1-3 

“Woe to the rebellious children," declares the LORD, "Who execute a plan, but not Mine, and 

make an alliance, but not of My Spirit, in order to add sin to sin; 2Who proceed down to Egypt 

without consulting Me, to take refuge in the safety of Pharaoh and to seek shelter in the shadow of 

Egypt! 3Therefore the safety of Pharaoh will be your shame and the shelter in the shadow of Egypt, 

your humiliation.”  
 

What an insult it is to our Lord, our husband, and our Father, when we turn away from him to other 

things for security. What a disappointment that is for a husband, for a wife, for a parent. And God 

not only speaks of his disappointment, He puts the blame squarely on us. Sometimes jilted lovers, 

forsaken husbands and wives, feel themselves responsible for their own abandonment. And there 

may truly be some guilt there. Hurting parents often blame themselves for the rebellion of their 

children, and oftentimes there is plenty of truth behind their feelings. But not so with God. God 

argues in Isaiah that our rebellion against father and our adultery against husband is purely due to 

our own wicked hearts. Because when we turn from the Lord we sin in the context of great 

provision and great privilege. In that vineyard parable you see the argument so clearly. 5:2 He dug 

it all around, removed its stones, and planted it with the choicest vine. And He built a tower in the 

middle of it and also hewed out a wine vat in it; then He expected it to produce good grapes, but it 

produced only worthless ones. Not because it wasn’t well cared for. This vineyard was given every 

advantage wasn’t it? I mean, we all know of troubled teens growing up in troubled homes, unloved, 

untaught, by angry parents who are themselves criminals and addicts. The situation of those young 

people elicits some sympathy from us. But when the people of God turn away from their father, 

they surely can’t point the finger. Listen to God, speaking as a hurting parent, pleading His case. 

5:3, 4a And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge between Me and My 

vineyard. 4What more was there to do for My vineyard that I have not done in it? God is asking the 

question here, “Where did I go wrong?” And being God, His answer is predictable. He didn’t go 

wrong. The problem in this relationship is entirely on the other side. God says that Judah has acted 
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like a wayward child who cannot see the extent of her privilege. They despise their inheritance. 

They are children of spiritual privilege but they have thrown it all away.  

    Let me take a side-road for just a minute. Some of you here have been devoted parents, 

maybe also a devoted husband or wife, and someone precious to you has broken your heart. A 

spouse has rejected you, a son or daughter has rebelled, and possibly the voice of the enemy is there 

telling you it is your fault. You are asking the age-old question, “where did I go wrong?” And 

although you are not perfect, the answer may genuinely be “nowhere.” It is not just bad parents 

who have children go astray. It is not just bad spouses who are spurned by their mates. It can 

happen to anybody, for it happened to God himself. And I don’t say that to short-circuit whatever 

conviction the Spirit may supply for real failures and real sins, but you need to know that you are 

not responsible for the choices made by your children. Their poor choices are a cause for grief, but 

not for guilt. At least not if they have sinned like I know I sin, against great privilege and great 

provision.  

    The Lord says too that the sin of his people also comes in the context of great potential. 

Whittier said, “For all sad words of tongue or pen, the saddest are these: ‘it might have been!’”  

This is part of the disappointment God expresses through Isaiah. 48:17-19  

Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel, "I am the LORD your God, who 

teaches you to profit, who leads you in the way you should go. 18If only you had paid attention to 

My commandments! Then your well-being would have been like a river, and your righteousness 

like the waves of the sea. 19Your descendants would have been like the sand, and your offspring like 

its grains; their name would never be cut off or destroyed from My presence." 

     Would have been. Could have been. Might have been. If only. The description of Judah 

2800 years ago is genuinely tragic. Great potential. Great provision. Great privilege – all wasted. 

And then I turn from that and look at us. New covenant believers, stewards of the mysteries of the 

gospel. Children of greater potential, greater provision, greater privilege. Are we going to also be 

children of disappointment? God forbid! But this is precisely the goal of our soul’s sworn enemy. 

And if we are not careful we are likely to repeat the errors of our forefathers. So, let’s take a few 

minutes now and bring all this home to where we are living. There is a practical point to it all. And 

I could express it for us in the negative. If I did, it would be “Don’t rebel!” It’s foolish to rebel. 

Isaiah 30:1a Woe to the rebellious children. And it would make sense to say, “don’t rebel” but I 

want to make the application more positive in focus and the opposite of “rebel” is __? Well, it is 

“submit, or obey” but I want to make it even more positive than that. And so our application is to 
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enjoy your sonship with the Great Father. We have an awesome, wonderful Dad. Get to know 

Him! Knowing Him is better than all the other junk you are inclined to go after. It really truly is!  

    But here is a tension I think exists in some. You may wonder, “Why do I want to draw near 

to Him if he is disappointed with me?” And dear friend, here is something I plead with you to 

understand. Young people, give attention to me here. If God is disappointed with me, then that 

means something really wonderful. That means I matter to God. As a parent, I don’t get 

disappointed with kids I don’t know or don’t care much about. I get disappointed with the ones that 

are special to me, with the ones for whom I have a strong love. And I will tell you a secret, we 

parents, and I include God in on this – we parents get over our disappointment with our children 

real, real fast. Remember the story of the prodigal son? That boy was surely a disappointment to his 

dad. How long did it take the father in that story to get over his disappointment? Listen, when he 

saw that boy coming home in contrition that father went instantly from disappointment to joy. 

There was no probation, there was no waiting period. And that is just how fast God gets over his 

disappointment with us, when we repent and when we go running into his arms crying, “Abba, 

Father, have mercy on me!” Maybe you came in here today a disappointment to your father in 

heaven. You can fix that before you leave. It is just a simple, trusting, humble, movement of the 

heart toward Him. Do it. Do it now. And once you come to your Father, enjoy being his child. 

Enjoy living for His pleasure.  

     Now, before we close today let’s go in one other direction. This expression of God’s 

disappointment with His people is found where in the flow of Isaiah’s prophecy? Think. Where is it 

found? Right at the very start. God doesn’t spend time buttering anyone up here. The major blow is 

struck immediately. God tells Judah that they have failed, that they are a nation of rebels who have 

been big disappointments to Him. And this sets the context for all of Isaiah’s prophecy – all of it. 

He is writing to them with a hard word. But it is a good word. He comes around to telling them that 

He has plans to change what is into something great. I will have a whole sermon later on this, but 

just take a peek at Isaiah 54:6-8 “For the LORD has called you, like a wife forsaken and grieved in 

spirit, even like a wife of one's youth when she is rejected," Says your God. 7"For a brief moment I 

forsook you, but with great compassion I will gather you. 8In an outburst of anger I hid My face 

from you for a moment, but with everlasting lovingkindness I will have compassion on you,” Says 

the LORD your Redeemer. And as we will see that compassion sent from God is channeled through 

one prophesied by Isaiah, the One referred to commonly as the Messiah. He will be the Savior, He 
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will be the Redeemer, He will come and bring salvation to a people who have disappointed their 

God, and transform them into a people described in Isaiah 62 as a “crown of beauty in the hand of 

the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of God.” This transformation of the sons of 

disappointment will be accomplished by One who himself is a Son of God, not just by adoption, 

and not just by title, but by procession. He will be the only begotten Son of God. And he will come 

following generations of sons who disappoint and rebel and stray. But He will be different and 

there will come a day when this one stands in the light of the sun and in the light of His Father’s 

smile and over Him will be publicly pronounced these words – words that sounded to some as 

thunder – “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.” Not a son who disappoints, not a 

son who acts corruptly. Jesus was a son who walked perfectly in the Father’s commands, who 

delighted the father’s heart, who lived for His father’s pleasure. And now, because of Jesus – Oh  

this is thrilling – now that I am in Jesus, and wearing the uniform of His perfection I too can be a 

child who delights his Father, who pleases His father. I am not perfect like Jesus, but God sees me 

now with the eyes of grace, as a friend of His beloved, and every little stride I make toward the 

Father brings a smile from His holy face. The result being that I, once a child of disappointment, 

am now a son of His pleasure. This is the difference that Jesus does make. So run to Him. Trust in 

Him. He can turn your mourning into dancing, lift your sorrows and put a song of joy in your heart. 

How great is the gospel? It comes to sons of disappointment and invites them to a feast of 

celebration in the Father’s house. Let’s pray and go to that feast now  

    

      

      


