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There is salvation in 
no one else, for there 
is no other name under 
heaven given among 
men by which we must 
be saved.
Acts 4:12

COMPASS: Pig Roast 
and Pie Competition 
Come see who has the best 
pie in McCandless Township.

Women's Bible Study 
Find information on 
this year's study.

Sunday School Classes
Find out what classes 
will be offered this fall. 
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FEATURES
Did you know that Eliana Joy McKinney was born on August 1 to Grant & Deb....that 
Chris and Janet Lochner are walking through the Grand Canyon in September....
that there are 132 Hawaiian islands....that the Ashworths are selling their local 
home....that Nathaniel Hepner and Hannah Lucas will wed at NPC on September 
21 at 1:00 p.m. and you are invited....that the motto of the IRS is, We’ve got what it 

takes to take what you’ve got....that Kristen Smalley was hired by Eden Christian 
School as the replacement for Kelly Laird....that Abigail Buirge was hired by Eden 
as a 2nd grade teacher….that Dan Sherwin and Dick Skillen patched and coated 
our front steps improving the appearance dramatically....that at its deepest the 
Pacific is nearly seven miles to bottom….that the Haytock and Bolibruck families 
both took a summer trip to see the western national parks....that the Lamperskis 
are freshly back from Europe….that Barbie’s last name is Roberts and Ken’s is 
Carson….that Katie Burke has a fresh Visa and is heading back to Ireland to work 
missions there….that the next North Park Encounter is October 27….that there are 
8 time zones in North America….that those who read the FYI are 19% less likely to 
live in the Rocky Mountain time zone than those who do not? Did you know these 
things? I thought you should. - Dan Hendley
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DID YOU KNOW?

PASTOR’S 
CORNER 
 Back in the late 80s and early 
90s I did a bunch of weddings. 
Our church had a thriving singles 
ministry that brought together many 
couples. Since coming to North 
Park my opportunities for that kind 
of ministry have been minimal, at 
about one or two per year. But 2019 
has proven the exception. August 
alone held two weddings. September 
another and one more in November. 
Already my 2020 calendar includes 
plans for the wedding of Abigail 
Buirge in June. Weddings are almost 
always pleasant affairs but for Beth 
and me our sense of calling and 
purpose centers around the process 

of premarital counseling.  
It has been a delight to have Beth 
share in this ministry, something she 
did not do while we had children in 
the home 
 One of the encouraging things 
for me is to be with young couples 
who are serious about establishing 
a marriage that will last, will thrive 
and will be a platform for ministry in 
the decades to come. The good news 
for the Lord’s church is that there are 
such couples – still committed to the 
old paths, the Scriptural paths. 
 Sowing into such young 
relationships feels sort of like 
planting a tree that will grow and 
provide fruit, shelter and shade for 
many decades to come. 
- Dan Hendley

CAREGIVER 
NEEDED 
 The family of Peggy Brindle is 
looking for someone to serve as 
a companion to Peggy, a disabled 
senior, to help her at her home at 
St John’s Lutheran Care Center in 
Mars. This is a paid position and 
hours are flexible. Interested persons 
may contact her daughter Marcy 
at marcyschelly@gmail.com.
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YOUTH GROUP  
SEPTEMBER 

SCHEDULE  
 

September 1 
No Youth Group 

due to Labor Day Weekend 

September 8 
Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

North Park Church 

September 11 
Middle + High School 

Small Groups 
7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

North Park Church 

September 15 
Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

North Park Church 

September 22 
Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

North Park Church 

September 25 
Middle + High School 

Small Groups 
7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

North Park Church 

September 29 
Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

North Park Church

Features

STEPHEN’S MINISTRY MINUTE 
 Don’t forget our upcoming Sunday School study on Spiritual Gifts – there is 
still time to sign up or just show up on September 8 for Discovering God’s Vision 
for Your Life. 
 Join me in this prayer for our precious Stephen Ministry Caregivers  
 (written by Jackie Trottmann author of God Notes) 
  Dear heavenly Father, 
  Provide the words of comfort I can say. 
  Provide strength to make it through this day. 
  I cannot fix things or take control. 
  I accept this, trust in you, and let it go. 
  Help me listen and be present through the grief. 
  When I grow weary, provide me with relief. 
  May this experience transcend this earthly plain. 
  Help us find greater meaning beyond just pain. 
  Heal our wounded places. 
  Restore us to wholeness. 
  Provide your peace and loving presence to guide us and to hold us. 
  In the name of your Son, the Great Physician. 
  Amen 
 “Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting 
God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; His 
understanding is unsearchable. He gives power to the faint, and strengthens 
the powerless. Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall 
exhausted; but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they 
shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they 
shall walk and not faint.” - Isaiah 40:28-31 - Denise Velarde

YOUTH GROUP 
UPDATE 
 Our entire student ministry 
team is eagerly looking forward to 
a new year of youth group that will 
begin very soon! We had an amazing 
summer of spiritual growth, sacrificial 
service, and relational unity. 
 Once again, God abundantly 
provided for our missions trip to 
Alderson, WV (July 13-19). The 
students greatly enjoyed returning to 
Appalachia to serve those in need and 
grow closer together as a youth group. 
 We were able to complete a 
variety of service projects that 
included painting a trailer, putting up  

 
 
a fence, helping with a local children’s 
program, and much more! Further 
testimonies and details from this 
trip will be provided at the Missions 
Luncheon. 
 Our fall semester will kick off 
on September 8 with our first night 
of youth group. On that first Sunday, 
Taylor will begin a yearlong study of 
the Gospel of Mark. This will be 28-
week series that will focus upon the 
life, teaching, miracles, death, and 
resurrection of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. 
 Bob Arnold will be returning to 
lead the older students through the  

 
book of James during the Sunday 
School hour. 
 Grant McKinney will be in charge 
of the Sunday school class for our 
6th – 8th grade students. Starting on 
September 11, our Middle and High 
School small groups will be meeting 
every other Wednesday night at the 
church from 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. Please be 
in prayer for our ministry to the youth 
of North Park and the Wexford area! 
- Taylor Brown

SCHOOL YEAR SCHEDULE BEGINS SEPTEMBER 8 
We return our 9:00 a.m. Sunday School + 10:15 a.m. Worship schedule 
on September 8. Make plans to join a Sunday school class and be on 
time for praising the Lord. 
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Nursery 
Our nursery program is for all babies and 
toddlers from birth through potty-trained 
3-year-olds. Staffed by loving, experienced 
caregivers, your child/grandchild will be in good 
hands in our nursery. The nursery is located just 
off the lobby to the left at the  
top of the main stair entry.

Children and Worship 
We offer an option for children during the 
worship service called Children & Worship. After 
about twenty minutes in the sanctuary, kids are 
released to go to Children & Worship where 
they continue to learn how to worship and are 
taught a Biblical story and other elements of 
what worship looks like. Children & Worship is 
open to all kids from potty-trained 3-year-olds 
through the end of 2nd grade.

Sunday School 
Sunday School is an offering for families who 
make the time to get to church a little early and 
want supplemental education for everyone in 
the family. For the kids, it is offered for ages 
three (potty-trained) through the end of  
5th grade.

Trekkers 
Trekkers is offered once a month for our third 
through fifth graders. Like a junior youth group, 
Trekkers is a time for fun, where kids get to 
hang out with their friends and make new ones, 
while getting some Biblical instruction and 
playing games.

Vacation Bible School 
VBS is a week-long camp that we offer to our 
kids and kids from our local neighborhoods. It’s 
once a year, usually in June. Kids get placed in 
squads led by adults from our congregation and 
mature high school students where they spend 
the days learning Biblical lessons and memory 
verses as well as practical application of those 
concepts. Lots of volunteers are needed for this 
to be successful each year.

We need volunteers to make all of this happen!  
Right now, here’s the need. Please contact Kelly 
Laird if you would like to get involved! 
 • Small group/couple to lead Trekkers 
 • Sunday School substitutes 
 • Children & Worship team substitute

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY PROGRAMS 
- Kelly Laird 
 The Children’s Ministry is ready to kick-off for the fall. Our church offers fun and developmentally 
age-appropriate programs for all children, from birth upwards! Let’s let it out so we can all be informed 
of ways to get our children involved at church.

Features
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Features

Words mean things. Sometimes, words mean more than one thing. Sometimes, words sound like they mean 
something different than what is intended. For instance: 
  
 A local auto body shop had a radio spot where a satisfied customer extolled the virtues of this particular   
 establishment. He closed with this statement: “…so whoever I run into, I tell them about XXX Auto Body.”   
 How funny is THAT! The guy drives through a stop sign, T-bones someone, and immediately gives them the   
 number of his favorite auto body shop. Is he a professional with the Demolition Derby? Probably drives a   
 Dodge Ram. 
 
 Another radio ad for an investment firm featured this statement: “It is possible to participate in the stock   
 market without loss.” What I heard: “It is possible to participate in the stock market with outlaws.” I’m sure 
 it is! If you’re interested, I know a guy who knows a guy… 
  
 On a billboard near Warren, OH, there was an advertisement for a local church with this lead line: Share 
 God with Pastor Joe. Now I don’t know about you, but I want to go to a church where the pastor has already   
 met God, and knows a little something about Him. Maybe Pastor Joe needs to rethink his calling. 
  
 A church-based hospice care center near our house proclaims: “We put our faith in caring.” I would hope   
 they’d put their faith in Jesus, because however much they care, their works aren’t going to get them very far.   
 Maybe they go to Pastor Joe’s church. 
 
 Several years ago, the city of Cleveland had this advertising slogan: Believe in Cleveland. I’m thinking that   
 LeBron James heard this on the radio and took it to heart, because a more urban, colloquial interpretation 
 of it is exactly what he, and our family, and many other people have done: Be leavin’ Cleveland. 
 
 Here’s something I read in a devotional recently: God tells us not to fear more than one hundred times in the   
 Bible. Now I don’t know where that verse is, but I do know that I’ve broken this particular command    
 repeatedly—I’ve probably feared hundreds, if not thousands of times already. 
  
A long time ago I was a guest musician at a church in Cleveland with a jazz trio I was in. I phoned the secretary to 
tell her what our song selections would be, one of which was the old African-American spiritual “There Is a Balm 
in Gilead.” She, the secretary, heard, “There Is a Bomb in Gilead.” I laughingly corrected the horrified woman, but 
then thought later, you know, Jesus Christ, the Balm of Gilead, was indeed more like a bomb in some respects. He blew up 
the misconceptions of the Jews, He disintegrated the power of sin and death, He destroyed the stronghold of Satan, and His 
kingdom exploded and erupted throughout the corners of the earth. Amen! Be sure to share that with Pastor Joe! 
-  Brooke Hopkins

NOT AS ADVERTISED
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2019 FALL SUNDAY  
SCHOOL CLASSES 
Doctrines and Denominations 
- Dan Hendley 
 Learn of the doctrinal distinctions of several prominent Protestant groups 
including Presbyterians, Lutherans, Baptists, Pentecostals, and others. In 
addition, we’ll be looking at the Biblical rationale behind our own convictions 
in the EPC. 
Unveiling the Apocalypse: Reading Revelation Today 
- Ben Burkholder 
 No book of the New Testament presents more of a challenge to the 
contemporary interpreter than Revelation. Many unfortunately avoid it 
since the competing interpretations often lead to contentious controversies. 
However, the book of Revelation was written to communicate a message to the 
first century church that is as relevant today as it was back then. Join us as we 
attempt to hear the Apocalypse speak to us afresh. 
Discovering God’s Vision for Your Life 
- Stephen’s Ministry Team 
 In 1 Peter 4:10-11, Peter writes “Serve one another with the particular gifts 
God has given each of you, as faithful dispensers of the magnificently varied 
grace of God” (J. B. Phillips New testament). 
 It sounds easy – Right? Not really--many of us struggle with questions 
like: “Do I know how God has uniquely wired me? How do I discover my 
spiritual gifts and then use them effectively in my church? 
 This class will answer those questions and remove the mystery of Spiritual 
Gifts by helping participants learn how to understand, discover, develop and 
employ our Spiritual Gifts for greater ministry impact using biblical insight  
and practical steps. All materials necessary for the class are available for a 
small cost.

FAMILY OF THE MONTH WRITER 
NEEDED 
 Have you enjoyed learning about our church family through the Family 
of the Month articles? It’s been a great pleasure of mine to research, compile 
information and write those articles over the last four years. 
 But, I’d like to pass the baton. I’m looking for someone to select, research 
and write an article each month on different members/families in our church. 
The time commitment is super low. It usually only took me less than two hours 
each month. 
 If you are interested in this volunteer role, please contact me at kellylaird@
northparkepc.org or see me after service on Sunday. Thank you for considering! 
- Kelly Laird

 Do you love North Park Church 
and want to tell others about 
it? Come join us for McCandless 
Community Days (Saturday, 
September 14), which is a festive 
day for our local community. 
 We will have a booth featuring 
your very own North Park Church 
where we will be handing out water 
and popcorn and inviting people to 
our September Compass event. We 
plan to have the booth staffed from 
11:45 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
 If you want to be a part of 
telling our community about North 
Park and want to take one of the 
two hour shifts, sign up in the lobby 
at the Information Counter. For 
more information email Pastor Ben. 
- Ben Burkholder

Features

IMPACT

FALL MEN’S 
RETREAT: 
OCTOBER 18-19 
 Let’s face it, it can be hard to 
connect with other men. There’s 
work, there’s family, house repairs, 
and the never-ending to-do list. It 
can be lonely trying to keep life’s 
ceaseless responsibilities from 
overwhelming us. At the same time, 
we know we were not made to 
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COMPASS: PIG 
ROAST AND PIE 
COMPETITION! 
Wednesday, September 18 
6:00-8:00 p.m. 
 We are saying goodbye to 
summer and hello to fall in style 
this year with a pig roast and a pie 
baking competition open to the 
community. If you think you make 
a pie worth community acclaim, 
come put your pie to the test! 
 Most importantly, this is meant 
to be an outreach event, open 
to the community as well.  Start 
thinking of whom you’d like to 
invite to the event and grab some 
invite cards in the lobby. 
 The meal will be composed of 
slow roasted pork, steamed corn, 
and fresh pies for dessert. We 
ask people who are coming from 
the church to bring some kind of 
salad or side to supplement: A-L:  

Impact

SUMMER MISSIONS POTLUCK 
LUNCHEON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 
 From hot and humid Sierra Leone to the rolling mountains of Appalachia, 
your fellow North Parkers have been serving the Lord in a variety of fashions, 
and they want you to hear more about it. We all know that God can use mission 
trips to expand our vision for what He is doing and also learning how He has 
equipped us to serve Him. On Sunday, September 29, right after the service 
and lasting until 1:00 p.m., we will hear exciting reports of how God has been 
at work in each of the teams that went out this summer. 
 This will be a potluck style lunch, so please bring something to share with 
others according to your last name: 
        A-G: Desert | H-R: Main Dish | S-Z: Side Dish or Salad. 
 Please, sign up at the information counter in the lobby so we can prepare 
the room accordingly. If you have gone on a trip this summer, please, email 
Pastor Ben. - Ben Burkholder

walk this faith journey alone. 
 If you want to build new and 
deeper relationships with other 
men at North Park, come join us on 
a Friday night and all-day Saturday 
retreat at Laurelville retreat center 
(941 Laurelville Lane, Mt. Pleasant, 
PA 15666). Our time will be focused 
on building relationships through 
times of discussion and intentional 
activities together. Since our goal 
is to build relationships among the 
men of our church, we ask that 
only people 16 years of age or 
older attend. 
 We’ll be staying overnight in 
several cabins and fed three solid 
meals on Saturday from their 
excellent meal team. The total cost 
per person is $40. Sign up in the 
lobby at the end of September 
if you wish to go. If you have 
questions, email Pastor Ben.

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY: 
JAMES - PRACTICAL TEACHING FOR 
GENUINE FAITH 
Mondays, September 9 - December | 9:00–11:00 a.m. | Room 307 
 Ladies, have you ever wondered how to live authentically and victoriously 
through the challenges of life. If so, then this study is for you! 
 Beginning Monday, September 9 from 9:00–11:00 a.m., we invite you 
to join us as we grow in our walk with the Lord, strengthen our fight against 
temptation, better understand what it means to be a true follower of Jesus and 
find out how to become more like Him. 
 Register today by calling or emailing Amber Stites at (412) 445-9211 or 
amberd@stites.org. We would love to have you come and discover the rich 
insights and deep truths in God’s Word that have the power to change our hearts 
and lives. There will be childcare provided. 
 There will be 2 options. The cost is based upon which study guide you 
would like. There is a free one available online that you can print yourself 
(91 pages) or we can order the James bible study for you from Precept 
Ministries for $23. - Amber Stites

Salad | M-Z:  Side. Guests from the 
community do not need to bring 
anything except an appetite or a 
pie if they wish to compete for the 
pride of baking the best pie  
in McCandless. 
 If you have a favorite yard 
game, please, bring it along to set 
up in the yard on the backside of 
the Multi-purpose room. The North 
Park Rhythm and Soul Revue will 
be providing live music for the 
event too. 

 Sign up in the lobby if you plan 
to come, help set up, or enter a 
pie for the competition. If you have 
questions, email Pastor Ben.

+ Pie Competition
Pig Roast



 BIRTHDAYS 
 Nabil Mikhael 
 Grant McKinney 
 Eliana O'Brien 
 Gayla Hopkins 
 Raymond Anderson 
 Sandy Garver 
 Damion Carey 
 Kayla Murphy 
 John Lengel 
 Joe Daly 
 Paul Spangler 
 Nina Rivero 
 Kelly Stitt 
 Nick Piett 
 Amy Kendall 
 Jonathan Havener 
 James Wilkin 
 Sandy Richardson 
 Gary Anderson 
 Will Arnold 
 Philip Rooke 
 Vivian Miller 
 Jill Benson 
 Johnny Faber 
 Robert Glancy 
 Bill Hargest 
 Nicholas Osmond 
 Taylor Brown 
 Hazel McKinney 
 Alexia Walters

 Abbey Mycyk 
 Josh Kish 
 Elle Whittington 
 Lilian Stites 
 Andrew Laird 
 Olivia Buirge 
 Beth Kuchma 
 Lisa Lish 
 Madilyn Kish

 ANNIVERSARIES 
 Dan & Carol Dupee 
 James & June Yoder  
 Joe & Laura Daly 
 Jeffery & Barbara Buirge 
 Gary & Peggy Anderson 
 Damion & Megan Carey 
 Samuel & Madeline Karpiak 
 David & Susann Pinkerton 
 Bob & Lisa Arnold
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