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The fear of the Lord is 
instruction in wisdom, 
and humility comes 
before honor.
Proverbs 15:33 (ESV)

ALL CHURCH RETREAT 
We have all the information you 
need to know about next year's 
all church retreat.

MEN'S RETREAT 
This month is the men's  
retreat. Find out all the  
details beforeyou sign-up

A WEEKEND 
TO REMEMBER
Want a weekend to strengthen 
your marriage? Find all you need 
to know inside.
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year's All Church Retreat. 
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Read all about October's  
COMPASS event. 
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Men's Retreat 
Calling all NPC Men! This 
is the month for the men's 
retreat, find out more here!
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Radiance 
Women's Ministry is having 
a dinner celebration for the 
ladies of NPC.
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Weekend to 
Remember 
Whether you're newly weds 
or have been married for 50+ 
years, this is the marriage 
conference for you. 
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Schedule 
This is when our Student 
Ministry is meeting for 
Youth Group and Bible Study. 

Making disciples of Jesus who WORSHIP God passionately, 
CONNECT, with each other in caring community, and 

IMPACT the world through word and deed 
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Did you know that Laura Daly is speaking at an event from 2:00-4:00 p.m. on October 6 concerning 
parental rights, sponsored by WAVE – Women’s Association for Values and Excellence (wavepittsburgh@
gmail.com)….Terry Meeneghan recently trimmed hedges at our church….that Deb Furey helped the 
Lairds paint the children’s wing….that 7 million people commute to work in Manhattan….that David 
Williams used to teach music in public school….that Hope Wiggins has been accepted at Cedarville 
University….that the longest pregnancy ever was 375 days….that on September 5, The Sewickley Herald 
featured a story about Stacy Tessaro and our Sierra Leone team….that Joel Van Sickel is marrying Liz 
Jackson on October 12 in Ann Arbor….that James Madison and Thomas Jefferson were once arrested 
for taking a carriage ride on a Sunday….that Jim Yoder and Adam Bright were elected as new elders on 
August 25 at our Congregational Meeting….that Ben Burkholder was elevated to the role of Associate 
Pastor and will be installed as such in November….that Thomas Edison was home-schooled….that Hank 
Lish, Nathanael Hepner, Rich Timmer, Chris Wu, Larry Satariano, Carl Shoemaker, Manny Velarde, 
Steve Van Oss and Mark Sharpnack are all doing BSF on Tuesdays at NPC….that you are more likely 
to be in a bad mood on a Thursday than any other day….that those who read the FYI have 19% better 
Thursdays than those who do not? Did you know these things? I thought you should.. - Dan Hendley

DID YOU KNOW?

Features

STEPHEN MINISTRY MINUTE 

Stephen Ministry at NPC is: 
Christ caring for people through people.

Stephen Ministers are lay people: Jim Ludwig, Mushira Mikhael, Rachel 
Sharpnack, Nancy Van Sickel, and Manny Velarde, Christian men and women 
trained by Stephen Leaders: Susan Meeneghan, Mark Sharpnack, and Denise 
Velarde – to provide one to one care to people experiencing a difficult time in life, 
such as grief, divorce, job loss, illness, new baby or relocation. Stephen Ministers 
commonality is a passion for bringing Christ’s love and care to people during a 
time of need.

The Caregiver’s Compass is a symbol representing their ministry. The symbol 
for Jesus Christ at the center of the Compass reminds Stephen Ministers that 
Jesus is the Source and Power for their caring ministry. Stephen Ministers use 
the 4 points and the center of the Compass to guide their caring ministry and 
chart their continuing growth as caregivers who are compassionate, full of faith, 
skilled, trustworthy, and Christ-centered.

If you would like to know more about Stephen Ministry or feel you might 
need a Stephen Minister, please contact Mark Sharpnack at marksharpnack@
northparkepc.org or (412) 367-5000. - Rachel Sharpnack

I give you a new 
commandment, that 

you love one another. 
Just as I have loved 
you, you also should 

love one another.
John 13:34

Bear one another’s 
burdens, and in this 

way you will fulfill the 
law of Christ.

Galatians 6:2
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RADIANCE 
November 9 | 5:00 - 7:30 p.m. | Blue Room 

Women’s Ministry is excited to introduce RADIANCE, a dazzling dinner 
celebration for all of the women and girls of North Park Church. Our goal 
this year is to unite women of all ages and stages around our common 
love of God and His truth. No matter where you are in your life or your 
spiritual journey, we love you and want you to feel connected to our 
community. This dinner will be a time of fellowship and encouragement 
with a special welcome for our younger members (13+) to officially invite 
them into the folds of our ministry. We feel thirteen is the age where all 
of our programs are appropriate and relevant, and we want you to feel 
included in this body of women. Our leadership team is looking forward 
to connecting with you at this special event in celebration of all of the 
women that are part of our community. Whether you’ve been at North 
Park Church for years or you just started attending, we would love to 
connect with you at Radiance. Make sure you stop by our table in the 
lobby to sign-up. Questions? Contact Alison Sanders at  
alitwin05@hotmail.com. - Alison Sanders

Women’s 
Ministry is now 
on Facebook + 

Instagram! 
Connect with us 

@npcwomensministry  
to stay up to date on 
all that's happening.

We have also started a  
monthly newsletter to 
provide information, 

updates, resources, and 
encouragement to the ladies 
of NPC. If you haven’t been 
receiving the newsletter but 
would like to, please email 

us at womensministry@
northparkepc.org or sign up 
at the Information Counter.

Events

NORTH PARK ENCOUNTER 
Sunday, October 27 | 5:00 - 8:00 p.m. | Location
 
The next opportunity to get a crash course on our church and begin 
the membership process will be Sunday evening, October 27, as Pastor 
Hendley offers another North Park ENCOUNTER. The ENCOUNTER 
will run from 5:00 - 8:00 p.m. with a free meal provided. A fast-moving, 
enjoyable evening is our guarantee. The class is designed for adults 16 
and over, but all ages may come. Childcare is provided. For more info or 
to sign-up email Dan at danhendley@northparkepc.org or sign-up at the 
Information Counter in the lobby. - Dan Hendley
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MEN’S RETREAT 

Becoming Relational, Intentional, and Transformational Men 
October 18-19 | Laurelville Retreat Center  

Have you wanted to connect with other men at our church but just couldn’t figure out where to start or just never 
got around to it? North Park’s upcoming men’s retreat is a great opportunity to do just that. We are going to spend 
some significant time getting to know each other, and our focus will be on becoming relational, intentional, and 
transformational men. We will have three talks directed at each of these areas given by Dan Dupee, John Faber, 
and Pastor Ben. In addition, we will have times of worship, group debriefs, and activities for men of all ages and 
physical capabilities.

As for accommodations, we will be staying in the cabins at Laurelville (941 Laurelville Lane, Mt. Pleasant, PA 
15666). To save money, every person is asked to bring his own bedding, which can be as simple as a sleeping bag 
and a pillow. The cost is $40, which covers three meals on Saturday at the camp, lodging, and supplies.

We are asking people to arrive from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. on Friday, October 18 for check in. After which, the retreat 
will begin and run through dinner time on Saturday, October 19. To ensure that this retreat connects men with 
other men in our church, we are restricting the age to those 16 and older.

Carpooling can be arranged as the time gets closer with other attendees. In addition, attendees should plan on 
getting dinner before they arrive at camp on Friday night. Want to join us? Sign up at the table in the lobby.  
Email Pastor Ben for questions. - Ben Burkholder
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ALL CHURCH 
RETREAT 2020 
April 17-19, 2020 
Laurelville Retreat Center

Are you looking for a way to have your faith life 
FLOURISH? Would you like to spend time with your  
NPC family and connect more deeply with those 
you see on Sunday morning but don’t have a chance 
to really get to know?

Do you enjoy learning from a pastor and author 
who can fuel you to become everything God 
intended? Do you enjoy getting away from all 
life’s busyness and focus on God in a beautiful 
natural setting?

The NPC All Retreat team is excited 
about sharing our plan with you to 
fulfill these goals!

SAVE THE DATES of April 17-19 for an amazing 
weekend in the beautiful Laurel Highlands! We 
have reserved Laurelville Camp and Conference 
Center for our All Church Retreat. this means 
children 0 through adults age 99 will share an 
experience of growing their faith while building 
relationships with each other. You won’t want to 
miss this special event in our church body.

Pastor Terry Timm will be our speaker for the 
weekend. Terry serves as the lead pastor of Christ 
Community Church of the South Hills. He is the 
author of A Moveable Feast: Worship for the Other Six 
Days. You may have heard Terry speak on WORD 
FM as he frequently shares his passion of helping 
people become everything God intended, created, 
redeemed and gifted them to be. He believes the 
best way to experience a rich and full life is to use 
our imagination and pursue God-sized dreams.

Stay tuned for more information about the All 
Church Retreat. If you would like to join the 
planning team, or have any questions, contact Joyce 
Kish at joycemkish@gmail.com or Mark Sharpnack at 
marksharpnack@northparkepc.org. - Joyce Kish

We were 
MADE TO FLOURISH!
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WEEKEND TO REMEMBER
November 1-3 & November 8-10 | Pittsburgh 
Marriott North

It's here for you this Fall! Great marriage conferences are being held 
on November 1-3 and November 8-10 at the Pittsburgh Marriott 
North in Cranberry Township. Raymond & Donna Causey and Jeff 
Patton plan to lead the first weekend, with Tony & Lymari Navarro 
and Jim David the second one. 

The conferences are hosted by FamilyLife, a ministry of Cru. Since 
1976, FamilyLife has led a biblical marriage movement that has 
helped over two million people like you strengthen their marriage 
and family relationships.

More information is available at the Information Counter and 
www.familylife.com/weekend-to-remember.

Mark or Rachel Sharpnack would love to speak with you more about 
this opportunity to invest in your marriage. You are worth it! Please 
contact Mark Sharpnack at marksharpnack@northparkepc.org or call 
him at (412) 367-5000, ext. 223. - Mark Sharpnack

October 6 
Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

North Park Church 

October 9 
Middle + 

High School 
Small Groups 
7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

North Park Church 

October 13 
Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

North Park Church 

October 20 
Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

North Park Church 

October 23 
Middle + 

High School 
Small Groups 
7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

North Park Church 

October 27 
Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

North Park Church

YOUTH GROUP 
OCTOBER 

SCHEDULE

Events
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TREKKERS 2019-2020 

Trekkers is a youth group-type program for 3rd-5th graders held from 4:30-6:30 p.m. the third Sunday 
of most months from September-May. It includes a time of fun, food, small groups and a Bible lesson. 
This year they are studying the Fruits of the Spirit from Galatians 5:22-23. The group is led by Diane 
Glancy and Jen Burkholder. 

The dates for this year are as follows: October 20, November 17, no meeting in December, January 19, 
February 16, March 15, April 19 and May 17. - Kelly Laird

Galatians 5:22-23

L O V E  J O Y  P E A C E
PATIENCE KINDNESS GOODNESS
F A I T H F U L N E S S 
GENTLENESS SELF-CONTROL.
A g a i n s t  s u c h  t h i n g s  t h e r e  i s  n o  l a w .

B u t  t h e  f r u i t  o f  t h e  S p i r i t  i s

Galatians 5:22-23

Events

Schedule of Events:
ARRIVAL & WELCOME
Check-in, name tags, guessing game.

GAME
We will have some youth group students  
as helpers at Trekkers. We think this will  
build relationships between the younger  
and older students and foster responsibility 
in the older students.

DINNER
In September we enjoyed tacos. Each night we will 
eat a meal together. During this time, kids will also 
have the opportunity to recite the memory verse 
from any previous month for a prize.
 

BIBLE DRILL GAME
We want to encourage students to bring their 
bibles. We will be utilizing the Bible drill to 
encourage familiarization with where to  
find things in their bibles and transition into  
the lesson.

LESSON
We will focus on one fruit each month, with the 
exception of one month that will focus on two 
because of our schedule. Each month will also 
have a corresponding memory verse (in addition 
to Galatians 5:22-23).

PRAYER
We will pray that we can each intentionally live 
out what the Bible teaches about the fruit  
focused on that month. We will pray for a 
missionary each month. We will also pray 
for student requests.
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SUNRISE…SUNSET
A Compass Event | Tuesday, 
October 22 | 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Every life stage has its challenges. Sometimes we’re 
trying to figure out how to structure family life with 
small children. At other times, we’re trying to navigate 
the financial systems of our country and discover how 
to use our resources wisely whether we are early in our 
careers or preparing for retirement.  

On October 22, we are hosting a COMPASS event with 
four breakout sessions designed to benefit people at 
various stages of life. These breakout sessions will 
feature a short talk on the topic and then some time 
devoted to questions and answers that involve your 
particular situation. Here are our list of speakers and 
their topics for the evening:

1. Parenting Young Children | Kristin Brown

2. Parenting Adolescents | Kylie Librich

3. Caring for Aging Parents | Carole Shepard

4. Financial Planning | John Holt 

Childcare for those birth-3 will be provided and 
children from 4 up will be watching a supervised  
video or playing a supervised game outside if  
weather permits.

Dinner for the evening will consist of Chick-Fil-A 
sandwiches and chicken tenders. Costs will be $3 
per person or $10 per family. We also ask attendees 
to bring a side, salad, or dessert depending on last 
names:  A-F: Salad | G-O: Dessert | P-Z: Side Dish. 
Sign-up will be in the lobby starting the first Sunday 
of October. Questions? Email Ben at benburkholder@
northparkepc.org. - Ben Burkholder

MISSIONS — 
A YEAR IN REVIEW
As part of our mission to impact the world for the 
sake of God’s kingdom, North Park Church’s missions 
committee oversees the missions budget and invests 
money in supporting missionaries and projects across 
the world. Because of your faithful giving over the  
past year, we have been able to provide monthly 
support for 18 different missionary families. As we 
enter the 2019-2020 fiscal year, Julianna Kish is being 
added to that list as she serves with the CCO at La 
Roche College.

As a church, we also raised over $25,000 for the new 
junior secondary school in Rokassa, Sierra Leone 
this past year and we sent a team fully funded to 
Sierra Leone in July to equip the teachers to deliver 
the highest quality education possible. Keep in 
mind that these are Christian schools established 
in predominantly non-Christian areas. The next 
generation in these communities is growing up 
hearing about Jesus Christ in their schools!  
Because we believe this is such a vital ministry, we 
have also donated money from the missions’ budget  
to support 3 teachers’ salaries ($1,800 each) for the 
next school year.

In addition to this, we have given donations to the 
Christian preschool in Lebanon (Philemon Project) 
that is reaching refugee, poor, and migrant families 
in Beirut. In this next year, they are looking to raise 
money to purchase property for a second location 
that they have identified in order to keep reaching 
people with the Gospel and we have contributed some 
money towards that purchase and to their operating 
budget. In addition, we contributed another $2,500 to 
Living Stone Reformed Mission in Haiti to support the 
ministry there in their schools, seminary, and  
local churches.

Thanks for your faithful giving which allows us to 
support a host of kingdom work both near and far.  
Soli Deo Gloria. - Ben Burkholder

from Elder Care Transitions

Events
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