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I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who 
lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of 

God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
Galatians 2:20 (ESV)
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PASTOR’S CORNER
Forty is a Biblically significant number as so many 
things happened in 40 day or 40 year increments. So, 
it is worth noting that my dear bride and I are marking 
this month (November), the fortieth anniversary of our 
wedded union. Our kind Father brought us together at 
an Evangelical Free Church in Gainesville, FL where 
I was quickly drawn to her by her brilliant smile and 
friendly ways. In my second year there I was appointed 
to lead a Bible-study in her apartment where our 
relationship and my esteem for her grew. Upon my 
move to Mississippi for seminary, I began thinking of 
marriage and grew to realize that Beth was the finest 
lady I knew. We exchanged many letters, then phone 
calls, had scattered days together before deciding to 
marry which we did at Thanksgiving break. We made 
a home in Jackson, MS, then for a year in Ocala, FL, 
then back to Jackson, then off to Melbourne (Palm 
Bay), FL where we planted, grew a family, grew a 
church and spent 27 years before the Lord drew us 
north to Pittsburgh. 

 
It has for me been a blessed forty years, marked by 
innumerable gifts from the Father and a few trials. 
For all this time I have regarded the Lord’s leading 
me toward Beth (and her toward me) as one of His 
kindest provisions. Then He layered on four children, 
their children, two wonderful churches and so many 
fabulous friends. We are grateful. 

Part of our celebration involved the trip we just took 
out west. In 2017, I played in the Huntsman World Sr. 
Games basketball tournament and Beth joined me 
for that. This year I got to 
play again, but before the 
hoops we had time to tour 
the Grand Canyon, Lake 
Powell, and Bryce Canyon. 
Very different country, 
but so enjoyable because I 
shared it with my first, my 
only, and my terrific wifey. 
- Dan Hendley

FEATURES
DID YOU KNOW?

Features

Did you know that Taylor and Kate Brown welcomed Samuel on Friday, October 18 at 6 lbs....Daniel 
and Kelly Pennington just became confirmed members of our church…that Robert Glancy, Brian 
Altmyer, and Gayla Hopkins finished first, second and third in the Pie Contest at the September Compass 
Event…that Lawrence Washington, brother of George, was the uncle of our country…that Bob Stauffer 
is leading two 11-day tours to Israel, February 25-March 17 for $4,400 (jbrown@theobedproject.org)...that 
Bible Study Fellowship, meeting now at NPC, has over 100 new students…that the busiest day of the 
year for plumbers is the Friday after Thanksgiving…that Tim Holt’s actual legal name is John…that 
Jeffrey Greenbaum’s last name means “Green Tree”…that Jupiter has 63 moons…that the Stites family 
moved into a new home on October 5…that Annie Dupee has moved to Scotland where she is in grad 
school…that dead batteries are available free of charge…that there are only 11 minutes of action in an 
NFL game…that Mason Rudolph attended Westminster Christian School in Rock Hill, SC, the ministry of 
Westminster Presbyterian (PCA)…that NPC youth are retreating in Ligonier November 1-3…that we will 
hold a Thanksgiving service Sunday, November 24 at 6:30 p.m....that if you met one person per second 
it would take over 200 years to meet everyone alive…that those who read the FYI meet 17% more people 
than those who do not? Did you know these things? I thought you should. - Dan Hendley
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Shadowlands
A poem by Debbie Furey

A longing, burning, yearning, - for a distant place
An eternal home, where I’ll see my Savior’s face
Now it seems like Shadowlands, only in my dreams
This hope lives in my heart, where it softly gleams
 
Now I only know in part and cannot clearly see
Often tripping over boulders placed by the enemy
Sometimes bound by circumstance, it’s hard to even move
That is when I walk by faith, thereby, truth to prove
 
When time ceases to exist, there’ll be no moon nor sun
Eternal bliss will be the prize of spiritual battles won
This earthly life will prove to be, the              real true Shadowlands
Then we’ll know as we are known and           fully understand

Psalm 84:5-7; 1 Corinthians 13:12-13; Hebrews 11:8-10, 13-16; 1 John 2:15-29; Revelation 21:22-27

Features
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SAFETY TEAM HIGHLIGHT: THANKS!
The Safety Team extends our thanks to the congregation for your participation in the recent Fire Drill on Sunday, October 
6. You were a big help in a couple of ways. You showed grace and patience during the exercise. Your cooperation in the drill 
showed us what worked and where we need to put additional focus to make the process more effective. The Safety Team 
has worked diligently in many areas to make our church home as safe as possible and will remain committed to this goal. 
If you have any thoughts or questions about the drill, we welcome your input.

FAMILY OF 
THE MONTH:
SHRIVER 
If you haven’t met Kate and Scott 
Shriver, yet what are you waiting 
for? They are unique, delightful 
people that have joined our church 
recently and you will find them 
everywhere. I first met them in an 
adult Sunday school class while 
they were still visitors. Since then 
they have joined a Care Group with 
the Kish, Siger, Anderson and Craft 
families. They joined the Sonshine 
Team and go to Cumberland 
Crossing once a month to provide a 
worship service to seniors that can’t 
easily get out to church. Kate has 
already joined the Great Awakening 
Team. They both are attending 
Dan’s Tuesday JOY morning Bible 
Study. I don’t think they miss many 
Compass events or other events 
around the church.

So here are a few things you may 
not know about them…They met 
and started to date at Avonworth 
HS (the second smallest school 
district in Allegheny Co). They both 
went to Penn State and majored 
in Animal Production. Their 
relationship grew (Scott never 
dated anyone other than Kate), and 

in one week they graduated college, 
got married, and moved to Kansas 
where they worked on a hog farm. 
That job only lasted 3 months, then 
they moved to Texas where Kate 
worked with a Veterinarian and 
Scott worked with a company in 
meat science for 9 months. They 
came back to Pittsburgh (as many 
intelligent people do) where Scott 
replaced his father as the Biology 
teacher at Avonworth HS and Kate 
worked at a valve company and 
later became an insurance agent.

They have two children, Sadie and 
Violet, who have moved out of the 
home, but left their dogs behind 
(Max, Ruby, and Taco). They enjoy 
taking walks in the woods with 
the dogs and finding treasures 
that most of us would miss. If you 
have lots of time ask Scott to show 
you pictures on his phone of his 
recent wild orchid finds or insects 

or birds or even a regurgitated bird 
pellet (found near the church). 
Kate’s favorite things are horses, 
and volunteering with Riding for 
the Handicapped of Western PA. 
They both retired in 2017 and are 
enjoying their new stage in life.

Kate’s favorite scriptures are the 
numerous places we are reminded 
“Do not be afraid,” like Joshua 1:9. 
It was easy for Scott to tell me his 
favorite two verses. He only had to 
look on his right and left forearm 
where he has John 10:4 and John 
4:10 tattooed. I’ll let you look those 
up. As I discovered Scott has a 
few more tattoos, and he can talk 
forever about lots of interesting 
things from theology, to anything 
biological, to politics.

What a gift that God led them to our 
church from their previous church 
where they were active members 
for 25 years and both served as 
elders. Who knows how they will 
serve the body next? Rumor has 
it, Scott wrote short biographical 
pieces about members at their 
previous church-better than I have 
written this one. - Jim Ludwig

Features
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November 1 -3 
Fall Retreat

November 3 
No Youth Group

November 6 
Middle + 

High School 
Small Groups 
7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

North Park Church

November 10 
Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

North Park Church

November 17 
Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

North Park Church

November 20 
Middle + 

High School 
Small Groups 
7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

North Park Church

November 24 
Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

North Park Church

YOUTH GROUP 
NOVEMBER 
SCHEDULE

CONNECT
DON’T FORGET THE
WEEKEND TO REMEMBER!
Held at the Pittsburgh 
Marriott North on 
November 1-3 and 
November 8-10. More 
information on this great 
marriage conference is 
available at www.familylife.
com/weekend-to-remember. 
Mark or Rachel Sharpnack would love to speak with you more about 
this opportunity to invest in your marriage. You are worth it! Please 
contact Mark Sharpnack at (412) 367-5000, ext. 223, or at marksharpnack@
northparkepc.org. - Mark Sharpnack

DR. CHRISTOPH RETURNS
Sunday, November 17 | 8:00 p.m. | Room 112

Dr. Christoph, an expert on mission work in the Muslim world, will be 
coming back to North Park Church on Sunday, November 17. You’ll 
appreciate Dr. Christoph’s insightful knowledge on current shifts 
within the Muslim majority countries. While he will share his firsthand 
experience of living and working among the Muslim world, he will also 
help us understand Muslim beliefs better, and how to share the Christian 
faith more effectively.

We hope you’ll join us for this stimulating evening on Sunday, November 
17 from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. in Room 112, which is conveniently designed to 
run concurrently with youth group. Questions? Contact Pastor Ben 
at benburkholder@northparkepc.org.  - Ben Burkholder

Connect
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MADE TO FLOURISH: 
ALL CHURCH RETREAT 
April 17-19, 2020 | Laurelville Camp  
and Conference Center

Are you ready to learn how you can Flourish in your faith?  
Would you like to spend quality time with your church family in 
a beautiful setting in the Laurel Mountains? Mark your calendar 
for a wonderful weekend away.

Come hear Terry Timm teach how to develop a Flourishing faith, build Flourishing 
relationships, Flourish in our work and Flourish in our church. There will be time for 
small group discussions, worship, hikes, games, and sports. Children will have their own 
activities as well as time with their families.

Terry Timm serves as the lead pastor of Christ Community Church of the South Hills, a 
missional community of faith located near Pittsburgh. His background in the fields of 
music, education, theology, and leadership fuels his passion for helping people become 
everything God intended, created, redeemed, and gifted them to be. Timm is also the 
author of A Movable Feast: Worship for the Other Six Days.

Terry and his wife, Patty, have been married for 35 years and together they have raised 
four children and have two awesome grandsons, Christopher and Roman. Stay tuned for 
more information. Sign-ups will begin in early 2020. If you would like to join the planning 
team or have any questions, email Joyce Kish at joycemkish@gmail.com. - Joyce Kish

SING! AN IRISH CHRISTMAS 
Thursday, December 12 | 7:30 p.m. 
The Benedum Center 

Join Women's Ministry for an evening of Christmas worship and 
fellowship at the Getty's annual Christmas concert. Tickets are $32/person 
for 2nd tier balcony seats and you can sign up at the table in the lobby. 
Tickets will only be purchased for those who have paid for their seats by 
November 3, and will be available for you to pick up at the church a few 
weeks before the concert. If there is enough interest, we will also arrange 
for those women who are available to meet for dinner before the show. 
In the spirit of our goal of including women of all generations in our 
ministry, this would be a great event for (grand)mothers and daughters 
to attend together. While this outing is being organized by the Women's 
Ministry team, feel free to invite friends or bring your entire family if 
that would be meaningful for you. Questions? Contact Kirstin Lukas at 
kirstinlukas@gmail.com - Kirstin Lukas

GETTYMUSIC.COM/CHRISTMAS

Available at the Box Office at 57th and Seventh and CarnegieCharge at 212-247-7800 or 
CarnegieHall.org. Groups of 10 or more contact 212-903-9705 or email GroupSales@CarnegieHall.org.

T I C K E T S  $ 3 0 – $ 1 3 0

G E T T Y  M U S I C  P R E S E N T S

GETTYMUSIC.COM/CHRISTMAS

S P O N S O R E D  E X C L U S I V E LY  B Y  C h r i st i a n  H e a lt hc a r e  M i n i st r i e s

F E A T U R I N G  Keith & Kristyn Getty A N D  F R I E N D S
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SING! An Irish Chris mas
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SAVE THE DATE 
VBS 

June 22-26, 
2020 

Kickoff  
Sunday, 
June 21 

after 
Worship

Open to Everyone!

Connect
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IMPACT
LIVING FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD
When you read these lines I will be in Kenya ministering among women and children. This time I will focus on 
teaching students in different schools. My favorite subject of course is the gospel, but I will also teach important 
life skills, like relationships, sex, dating, peer pressure….

One of last week’s headlines in the Kenyan news talked about a 12-year-old girl who got her period while in 
school. She soiled her school uniform and was shamed by her teacher. When she arrived home she committed 
suicide. What a tragedy!

“Days for Girls” is an organization that produces reusable hygiene products for girls so they can 
stay in school. I will distribute many of the kits to the female students and educate them about 
their bodies and how God made us in the most remarkable way.

Let me share a story of how a young girl from our church is assisting me in doing this ministry:
For her 10th birthday, Claire asked friends and family to make a donation of money 
to my ministry in Kenya instead of them giving her personal gifts! This selfless action 
is such a great example of faith and purity of heart. She willingly gave up gifts for 
herself so that girls in Kenya can receive reusable hygiene kits that enable them to 
stay in school when they have their periods. What an example of Christ-likeness. 
Giving up her own desires so others can receive. Claire understands something that 
I myself desire to learn and live out more deeply.

I was humbled and honored when she gave me checks and cash in the amount of 
almost $200. What a gift of love! This will be my favorite story to tell the girls in Kenya, the story of Claire’s 
gift and the gift of God’s love that He gave on our behalf. Isn’t that inspirational? There is no age limit in living 

wholeheartedly for the kingdom of God. 

Please pray for me, that I share the gospel boldly with the people in Kenya and that I 
continue to entrust my heart to God daily. - Maria Allewelt

Photo credit: D
ays For G

irls
Impact
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HONDURAS 2020
Sunday, November 3 | After Service | Room 112

Want to make an impact in the lives of disadvantaged children? Do you want to take  
one of your older teens on a trip that will expose them to a radically different world?  
Then come check out what it would be like to join with Lisa Anderson-Umaña’s Christian  
Camping ministry in Summer 2020.

Immediately after the service on November 3, Lisa will be talking more specifically about next summer’s 
short-term mission trip to Honduras. Come hear about the cultural immersion and the real impact you could 
have on this trip.

While more details will be given at the meeting, the trip is currently expected to be from Tuesday,  July 28 to 
Wednesday, August 5, 2020. We hope you can join us! - Ben Burkholder

WORSHIP
NEW HOPE 
CHRISTMAS  
STORE TREE
It is our privilege once again to partner with our former church 
plant, New Hope Church, located on the North Side in the “New 
Hope Christmas Store”. Through our church’s donations, low-
income families on the North Side are able to afford presents for 
their children that they would not be able to purchase otherwise.

Starting on Sunday, November 24 the New Hope Christmas 
tree will be in the lobby. Those wishing to donate can take 
an ornament marked with the age and gender of a child and 
purchase an appropriate gift. Donations will need to be returned 
to the church by Sunday, December 8. If you are unable to 
grab an ornament, gift cards and cash donations can also be 
given along with hats, gloves, and scarves for winter weather. 
In addition to collecting gifts, we would also like at least two 
people from North Park Church to assist with the event itself on 
Saturday, December 14.

If you wish to assist with the delivery of the gifts or helping out 
with the store, please contact Janie Koska at  
janeckoska@yahoo.com. - Ben Burkholder

HELPING HANDS 
FOR HIRE
 
Are you in need of another set of “helping hands” 
or even strong backs to get some work done 
around your yard or home? Whether you need 
leaves raked, gardens cleaned out and mulched, 
or outdoor furniture cleaned and put away, we 
have a list of Helping Hands for Hire! Our youth 
have signed up to be available for yard or other 
household work. We ask that you pay a minimum 
of $10/hour, provide all the necessary tools, and 
communicate directly with the students you 
want to hire. We have a list of the Helpers at the 
Information Counter and with Taylor Brown. We 
see this as a way to meet the needs of two groups 
in our NPC family: teens earn some money and 
learn the joy of helping others, and homeowners 
enjoy getting some work done that may not get 
done otherwise! This ministry goes on through 
the winter so you can access the Helpers as long 
as you have jobs to be done! - Stacy Tessaro

ELPING
ANDS
FOR HIRE

ELPING
ANDS
FOR HIRE

Impact
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DREAMING OF THE STAGE OR THE 
BIG SCREEN?
Have we got opportunities for you! Now that the kids are well along in school, there’s a lull before the holiday 
season, and you have ample time on your hands (or your parents sent you back to school, there’s a lull before 
the holiday season, and you got all your homework done), here are some ways to get involved in building God’s 
kingdom. You can serve in a rotating capacity; no need to commit to every Sunday. Even if you’re not musically 
inclined, there are areas where you can help. For instance, check out these job descriptions, with immediate 
openings and training available:

Vocal Team 
Prerequisites: Love the Lord; able to carry a tune in 
a bucket; possess a desire to develop relationships 
with others as we work together to achieve a common 
goal in leading our congregational singing with 
excellence. Must have a willingness to endure the 
director’s abysmal attempts at humor. Rehearsals 
are Wednesdays at 6 PM and Sunday morning before 
worship. Reading music is a help but not a deal-
breaker.

Worship Band 
Prerequisites: Love the Lord; play an instrument 
with reasonable facility; have a willingness to play in 
front of the church family which gathers each week 
in our own reasonable facility (abysmal humor alert). 
Rehearsals are at 7 p.m. Wednesday and Sunday, prior 
to worship.

Audio Tech
Prerequisites: Love the Lord; nominal experience 
with home stereo/audio components. “He who has 
ears, let him hear” the music and make adjustments 
accordingly. Ability to hit “record” and “stop” at 
appropriate times. Be available for setup prior to 
Sunday rehearsals, and monitor rehearsal and worship 
service. If you’re the kind of person who gets geeky 
around gear, but doesn’t handle feedback well, this is 
the job for you—we want you to eliminate all feedback. 
Other than the previous sentence, the position is fairly 
well insulated from abysmal humor dangers.

Media Tech
Prerequisites: Love the Lord; experience in pressing 
the “forward” arrow on a computer keyboard 
beneficial, but will train as needed. Additional 
instruction in the use of media software, taking maybe 
five minutes, will be provided. Media team members 
operate the slides for Sunday worship as well as the 
rehearsal prior to the service. Abysmal humor danger 
level: low. 

Big Choir
Prerequisites: Love the Lord; desire to sing the glories 
of God with a multitude of voices. This choir meets 
once or twice a year, with three or four rehearsals 
prior to the event. No need to read music; recordings 
of individual parts will be made available for practice 
at home. Abysmal humor danger level is high, but the 
infrequency of exposure allows for a high probability 
of full recovery.

Special Music
Prerequisites: Love the Lord; desire to share a song 
vocally or instrumentally (solo or small group) for the 
blessing and edification of the body during worship 
or other events. It is possible to completely avoid any 
contact with abysmal humor.

So, there you are. We could use your help, especially 
with the audio board and at the media booth. Please 
prayerfully consider if and how God might be calling 
you to help us with our services; contact Brooke 
Hopkins for more information. Free samples of 
abysmal humor available upon request. 
- Brooke Hopkins

Worship
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STEPHEN MINISTRY MINUTE
When I was first asked to join the Stephen Ministry team, we were shown several testimonial videos of care 
receivers who shared their stories. One story really touched me of a single mom who got reconnected to her 
church. This story confirmed to me there is a tremendous need in the Body of Christ to minister to our family. 
Below are some excerpts from her testimony. You can see the full story at this link: 
https://www.stephenministries.org/stephenministry/default.cfm/1597?hps=1

Got Me Plugged Into My Church
“As a single person, I found out I was pregnant, I thought I can have this child, I can support myself and 2 weeks 
later I got laid off – not only was I going to be a single mom, I was unemployed.” I did not know how I was going 
to do it alone. I made an appointment with my pastor and he prayed with me and he slid over this list and the 
first thing was Stephen Ministry. I met with my Stephen Minister… she did not judge me; she did not tell me 
what to do…she just walked side by side with me…she gave some of the most precious things and that was her 
time…I asked if there was some way I could pray with her…she said, “Michelle this is your time, just enjoy it, I’m 
covered, I’m good.”  

My Stephen Minister is amazing, when I delivered Preston, I was in labor for two 
days and did not know it. Michelle shares a very moving experience of how her 
Stephen Minister left her teaching job to bring her bag to the hospital when Michelle 
went into labor.

She continues, “Being a Care Receiver, I think it was a stepping stone in getting me 
plugged into my church. I ended up being more comfortable sharing tidbits of my story 
– I feel like I am at home now and belong to family which is my church.” When I saw 
this on the video I thought of the joy of restoring a believer back to the family – that is 
always the goal of a Stephen Minister.

I have received abundant blessings as I have served these past 2 years – at times it was very challenging, but 
never was it a burden. The Holy Spirit is working mightily through our Stephen Ministers – restoring hope and 
healing through the power of Jesus. If your heart is touched by Michelle’s story and you wish to learn how to 
be a Stephen Minister or are in need of a Stephen Minister please contact Mark Sharpnack at marksharpnack@
northparkepc.org or (412) 367-5000 ext. 223.

And finally - overheard at a recent Stephen Minister event – “We are thinking about offering a second training 
session for Stephen Ministers in January 2020.” Please be in prayer about becoming part of this life changing 
ministry! Stay Tuned!  - Manny Velarde

COMING IN 2020: STEPHEN MINISTER TRAINING 
IS PLANNED FOR THURSDAY EVENINGS

More information will be available soon. Please contact Stephen Leaders Mark Sharpnack or Susan Meeneghan if you 
might be interested. You can reach Mark at marksharpnack@northparkepc.org or (412) 367-5000, ext. 223, and Susan 
at meeneghans@gmail.com or (724) 612-1364.
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STUDENT MINISTRY
The Student Ministry team firmly believes that teens are extremely valuable to the life of our church and to the 
Kingdom of God. Therefore, our team, led by Taylor Brown, invests in the lives of students from 6th – 12th grade.

SUNDAY YOUTH GROUP
On Sunday evenings, students and adult volunteers come to the church for a time of 
community, games, worshiping in song, studying the Word, and discussion groups. The 
attendance for Sunday night youth meetings fluctuates from 40 to over 50 students. We are 
currently walking through Exodus on Sunday nights and focusing upon how the events of 
this important Old Testament book connect to the person and work of Jesus Christ.
 • Around 50% of our student do not attend NPC
 • 19 students went on the mission trip to Providence, RI 
 • 39 students attended the Fall Retreat at Ligonier Camp and Conference Center

“Youth group has challenged me to live wholeheartedly for God every day and to share my faith with others. I 
appreciate the richness of the teaching and how deep we dig into God’s Word. I praise God for placing me in such 
a loving youth group, where I can be real, vulnerable, and encouraged.” – Tirzah Hopkins

"Youth group has challenged me to live wholeheartedly 
for God every day and to share my faith with others."
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SMALL GROUPS AND SUNDAY SCHOOL
During the school year, we offer bi-weekly care groups that are separated by age and gender. Sunday mornings 
also feature a strong Biblical focus with a middle-school group taught by Grant McKinney, and a 
high-school class taught by Bob Arnold. The middle schoolers are currently working through the Westminster 
Shorter Catechism and our high school students are studying the Book of Romans verse by verse.

PAST SUBJECTS COVERED AT YOUTH GROUP AND SUNDAY SCHOOL
 • The Attributes of God
 • Apologetics 
 • The Gospel of John 
 • The Book of Colossians
 • The Book of Acts
 • The Fruit of the Spirit
 • Biblical Manhood and Womanhood

RETREATS
Weekend retreats are a vitally important component of our ministry calendar. In the fall, we spend a weekend 
at Ligonier Camp and Conference Center, and during the winter we join with other EPC youth groups for a 
winter retreat. 

SERVICE AND MISSIONS
Throughout the year, our students seek to serve the Pittsburgh area by partnering with organizations such as 
World Vision and Living Ministry. Every July, our students embark upon a week-long mission trip that is focused 
upon serving the needy and spreading the good news of Jesus. In the past, we have traveled to cities such as 
Chicago and Providence.

As a Student Ministry team, we are devoted to raising up students who love Jesus Christ, study the Scriptures, 
value community, serve those in need, share the gospel, and continue to stand firm in their faith after high 
school. The teenagers in our midst are spiritually thriving and unashamedly inviting their friends to participate 
in the fellowship of our youth group.

“I can’t say enough about the youth ministry at NPC and the impact 
it has had on my children! It is never just ‘something to do on Sunday 
nights’ but rather the night of the week looked forward to the most! 
The solid biblical teaching and guidance offered by Taylor and the 
other leaders is beyond valuable – they are so willing to listen, spend 
time with and share life experiences to help these students grow 
in their personal faith. For my daughters, and for Sam, the youth 
ministry is his safe haven; the place where he knows he can share 
his heart and where his true, godly friendships are being built. In 
this mixed up world, having a strong youth ministry for my children 
is one of God’s blessings.” – Barb Buirge
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It’s hard to believe, but it’s getting to be time to start 
preparing for Advent. What is Advent? The Language 
teacher in me says that the official definition is the 
arrival of a notable person, thing or event. Yes! The 
arrival of Jesus! Traditionally, it is the beginning of 
the church year. It is also the four weeks prior to 
Christmas. Churches usually mark this period with an 
advent wreath, which is a round wreath laid flat on a 
candelabra usually in the front of a sanctuary. There 
are four candles on the wreath, one to celebrate each 
week. And we sing Christmas carols, many of which 
have really great lyrics, designed to remind us why we 
celebrate this time of year.

While the rest of the world gets caught up in consumer 
craziness, Christians use this time period to prepare 
their hearts and minds for celebrating Jesus’ birth. 
Without God sending His son, what hope would we 
have? So, it is appropriate to celebrate the birth of our 
Savior. It’s important to get your heart and mind in the 
right place. What does that mean? Many times, that 
means blocking out anything that will distract you 
from keeping your focus on what happened so long 
ago on our behalf. It also means being intentional 
about what we do. For many families, that means daily 
devotions to celebrate the season and help direct our 
thoughts onto the Lord. 

Some make Advent crafts or even ornaments for their 
Christmas tree. For others, that might mean making 
a charitable donation to a special cause during the 
Christmas season. Others like to volunteer in their 
community during this time to show their gratitude to 
God for His goodness. How will you prepare your heart 
and mind and the hearts and minds of your family? 
We stay close to God. We walk closely with Him, giving 
Him time every day to listen to what He might be 
speaking to us, to hear our concerns, to read His word. 
Pray today and this month about what God would have 
you do to prepare your heart and mind and those of 
your family.

Our church makes available resources to help families 
keep their focus on Christ during this season. At the 
end of this month, you will find copies of Advent 
devotions on the Children’s Ministry resource table. 
We also have many picture, devotional and other types 
of books focusing on Christmas and the Advent season 
that you can check out in the resource center on the 
first floor. You can also check out this website if you’d 
like additional support.
https://www.spirit1053.com/2017/12/01/these-advent-
devotions-are-waiting-for-you/ 
- Kelly Laird

PREPARE FOR ADVENT
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