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If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn 
from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land.

II Chronicles 7:14

F Y I

Did You Know? 
by Dan Hendley

Did you know that Joy Ellen Murphy was born to Todd & Holly 
on April 7…that Abigail Buirge is engaged to marry Jacob 
Ballentine…that a chameleon’s tongue is twice as long as its 
body…that Natalie Carey played the lead role of Belle in the 
Shaler High School production of Beauty and the Beast…that her 
brother Nick will graduate from Harvard  this month…that frogs 
jump but toads walk…that John Lengel and his new bride, Pat, 
were featured in an article in the Concordia Lutheran magazine, 
“Faith In Caring”…that Elizabeth Arnold recently struck out 18 
batters (out of possible 21) in a fast-pitch softball game…that 
there are about 19 million cells in each square inch of your 
skin…that Denny Koska recently made a hole-in-one…that Ed 
and Gloria Yasofsky are moving to Charleston, SC…that some 
crows and crocodiles live to be 100…that Judy Dixon has bought 
a house and is moving to the South Hills…that our summer 
schedule (9:30 a.m. Worship) begins May 26…that new members, 
Scott & Kate Shriver just joined our Sunshine Ministry team…
that the average human body is composed of 90 trillion cells…
that those who read the FYI have 3.7% more cells than those 
who do not? Did you know these thing? I thought you should.

FEATURES
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A Focused Column 
by Mark Sharpnack

North Park Church aims to make disciples of Jesus who, 
WORSHIP God passionately, CONNECT with each other 
in caring community, and IMPACT the world through 

Core 
Values

THE LOST

Stephen 
Ministry Minute 
by Denise Velarde

Mary’s life was a mess. Her marriage had just ended in 
divorce, she underwent two major surgeries, and then 
her grown son was murdered. “As a friend of mine put it, 
the manure truck just kept backing up and dumping on 
me,” Mary said. Then she heard about Stephen Ministry 
at her church. The ministry matches specially trained 
members of a congregation with people going through a 
tough time. Mary was matched with a Stephen Minister 
who is a fellow member of her church, and the two met 
once a week for more than a year.

“She would hold my hand and let me spill out my heart,” 
Larrabee said of Ames. “I call her my earth angel. She 
really helped me through a hard time in my life. She didn’t 
give me specific advice as much as she just listened to 

word and deed. In January, you 
heard sermons on our Core Values: 
Christ, Truth, Dependence, The 
Lost, and Families. This month, we 
focus on Dependence. Dependence 
may seem like an odd value, but not 
for the church. We are called to do 
things that are far beyond our capacity. We are called to 
fight an enemy who is far stronger than we are on our 
own. We desire a dependence on God. Do you feel the 
need for God’s help?

Without love we won’t care, without wisdom we won’t 
know what to do, and without strength we cannot 
execute. Bottom line is that missionaries, those in the 
battle, need God. They know they need Him and so they 
pray. Will we be such dependent missionaries, through 
whom God works for His glory? Will you? Ponder what 
that means for your personal prayer life, for your 
corporate prayer life.

Pastor’s Corner 
by Dan Hendley 
 
Forgive me for another corner with a sports theme – but 
I must comment on the recent March Madness victory 
by Virginia who was my rooting favorite since Florida 
had no shot. There are several things to note.  
 
1. In the previous year’s tournament Virginia was the 
top seed and lost by 20 points in the first round to a team 
no one knew existed – the greatest upset in tournament 
history. A total embarrassment for Virginia. That was 
the larger context for what just happened. 

2. The team (key players the same) then bounced back 
to have another great regular season only to start the 
2019 tournament in embarrassing fashion again – for 
a half. Thankfully, they righted the ship and won their 
first game. Then won two more before falling behind 
late to Purdue who had them beat, dead, hopeless – 
until a last-second miracle put the game into overtime. 
Next up was Auburn who made a furious comeback to 
lead by two points with under two seconds left. Under 
two! But another miracle led to a one point victory 
and the national championship game where again 
they trailed late and required a miracle comeback in 
the final seconds of regulation to set up an overtime 
victory. Never has a team won three like that to end a 
tournament. Chumps to Champions!

3. Their coach, Tony Bennett, has been the most 
explicitly Christian college coach in the country for the 
last decade. He has been a model of public decorum 
and positive witness. Now he is a national champ. What 
struck me was that in the other major college sport, 
the title in 2019 was won by another well-known Jesus 
believer, Dabo Swinney of Clemson. In this world, there 
is no promise of great success for faithful Christians, but 
when it happens like this (see the 2018 Eagles) it strikes 
me as a reminder that the Lord often elevates 
His servants to point the way to Jesus.
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The Safety & 
Security Team 
by Doug Reed

For the last three years, NPC brothers and sisters 
have been meeting on a monthly basis to examine 
and improve safety and security at NPC. The Safety 
& Security team is part of the Buildings & Grounds 
ministry and includes Dan Sherwin, Doug Reed, Hank 
Lish, Mark Sharpnack, Manny Velarde, Mike Safreed, 
Nicole Hoover, and Carl Shoemaker. Paul Spangler has 
helped tremendously as well. The team typically meets 
on the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

For most of that time, the primary focus has been on 
the safety of our campus, particularly for the children. 
We’ve improved exterior lighting, fixed emergency signs 
and exits, checked first aid kits, the automatic external 
defibrillator, and fire extinguishers. We’ve rewired 
electrical outlets in the kitchen to insure they don’t 
blow breakers; refinished and repaired handicap access 
ramps. Shelving has been secured so it won’t topple onto 
anyone. We’ve met with leaders from Blackburn and CBS 
as well as Jill Benson and Taylor Brown to discuss how 
we can improve the safety and security of North  
Park Church. 
 
At the same time, we have also been increasingly 
focusing on security at North Park. Police and security 
experts have come and evaluated our facility. Members 
of the team have attended training from the EPC and 
INPAX academy on improving security. We’ve had both 
interior and exterior doors re-keyed, and made sure 

Family of the Month: 
Kendall 
By Kelly Laird

Let’s get to know Steve, 
Amy, Olivia and Ella!  (Oh 
no!  Don’t forget Morgan 
the Siberian cat!)

This lovely family lives in Mars and has been a part of 
North Park for eleven years.  You’ll remember Olivia 
as one of the great narrators from our most recent 
children’s Christmas musical.  Mom, Amy serves in 
the nursery and dad, Steve counts offerings.  They 
are members of the Faber care group and have found 
it to be, “great in terms of what we’ve been studying 
(Romans), how we share our lives, and the connection 
the kids have developed.”

exterior doors close and lock properly. The interior 
doors from the breezeway to the lobby can now be 
locked. Deadbolt locks were installed on the nursery 
room doors that can be locked from the inside but out of 
the reach of children. 

In recent months you may have noticed prior to worship 
service two or sometimes three individuals with a yellow 
badge on a black lanyard labeled “Safety”. This is our 
newly-instituted Safety Patrol. During worship service, 
they remain out in the lobby or outer areas, patrolling 
to insure that all is well. If an emergency were to occur, 
whether it be a medical problem, a fire, a weather event, 
or someone with possible ill intent, the Safety Patrol 
serves as our first responders. We’re upgrading the 
lanyards to vests, to be more noticeable.

We will continue to work to improve the safety and 
security of our campus. Deadbolts are being installed 
on all children’s rooms so they can be locked from the 
inside in case of an emergency. We will continue to train 
new members of the Safety Patrol. For physical security, 
we are looking into restricting building access when all 
are in the worship service. We are currently looking to 
schedule a fire drill during Sunday School, and possibly 
during worship, so that everyone knows what to do in 
an evacuation. Next time you go into the sanctuary, 
take a moment and look around. Do you know the three 
potential exits from the sanctuary?

Safety
&

Security

NPC

Team

me and validated my pain.” Now that the formal Stephen 
Ministry relationship has ended, the two remain friends. 
“I will always be grateful to her for all of her prayers and 
all that she did to help me.” “I’m stronger and I know how 
precious every day is,” says Mary.

Your issue may not be as difficult as Mary’s, but it is just 
as important to get support during your struggles. If 
you think you can benefit from a friend who will come 
along side you and walk with you please contact Mark 
Sharpnack at marksharpnack@northparkepc.org or call 
(412) 367-5000 ext. 223.
©2002 by the Naples Daily News in Naples, Florida. Reprinted with permission. Copyright © 2002 by 

the Naples Daily News in Naples, Florida. Reprinted with permission
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IMPACT
COMPASS: We Are 
Family! 
by Ben Burkholder

“So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow 
citizens with the saints and members of the household of God.” 

Ephesians 2:19

One of the metaphors for the church is that of a family. 
For our next COMPASS event on Wednesday, May 8, we 
are celebrating the new members God has brought to 
us over the past year. If you’ve been at North Park for a 
number of years, we need you to come and give them a 
warm family welcome.

Since this next event comes on the heels of Cinco de 
Mayo, we’re going with a Mexican theme, including 
some piñatas. Tacos will be the main course, and 
we ask everyone who comes to bring something to 
supplement according to their last name: 
A-F: Desserts | G-O: Side Dishes | P-Z: Salads

We hope you’re able to join us for a festive evening, 
and if you want to dress for the occasion and wear 
your sombrero no one will say anything bad about 
you. Please, sign up in the lobby. Email Pastor Ben for 
questions at benburkholder@northparkepc.org.

Wednesday, May 8 
6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

Multipurpose Room

I wonder how this fabulous family 
came to be.  Steve was from the 
Grove City area.  Amy grew up 
in Jamestown, NY. They both 
attended Grove City College and 

both moved (separately) to Pittsburgh after graduating.  
Then, Amy tells us that it all started when she and 
her roommate went out for any evening with her 
roommate’s boyfriend and Steve.  Steve asked her out 
thereafter and they’ve been married since 
August 2003. 
 
On a daily basis, Steve is employed as a technical 
business analyst at NT Concepts. Steve’s company does 
background checks on people applying for federal jobs.  
Steve maintains the applications that his coworkers 
use to perform these checks.  He can do this work from 
almost anywhere and his company is nice enough to 
allow him to do it from home.  
 
Amy is a commercial lead at Accenture.  She works for a 
consulting company that does digital, management and 
strategy consulting, and system implementations.  She 
is responsible for contracts, compliance and finances.  
Her clients are located throughout the Northeast so she 
travels periodically, goes downtown periodically and 
can work from home.  Work can be very challenging 
for both Steve and Amy.  Their prayer is that they both 
will remember that, “first and foremost, God is in 
charge.”  After dropping off the girls, they head to their 
home offices all day.  Speaking of the girls, here’s a little 
about them.  Olivia is nine years old and enjoys dance 
and choir.  Ella is six and is into dance too, as well as 
gymnastics. They attend Mars Elementary and Primary 
schools respectively.

I hope you have enjoyed getting to know the Kendall 
family a little better. Check out, their favorite 
Bible passages:  
  Steve - Mark 14:32-42  
  Amy - Romans 8:28 
  Olivia – All of Genesis 1

Helping Hands For Hire 
by Stacy Tessaro & Gail Nelson

Do you need help around the house (yard 
work, cleaning, window washing, moving 
boxes, etc.)? We have students (middle school – college) 

that you can hire for $10/hour. Tools and equipment 
must be provided by the homeowner. Contact Kim 
Hepner or visit the Information Counter for a list of 
available students. 
 
Are you a student who would like to sign-up to help? 
Email Stacy Tessaro at stacytessaro@yahoo.com or call 
Taylor Brown in the office.
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Sierra Leone, Here 
We Come! 

by Joyce Kish

Even though our Sierra Leone 
mission trip is months away, 
we have been busy making preparations for our 
teacher training for 105 teachers in the schools run 
by EduNations. Adam Bright was able to secure 15 
refurbished computers so he can teach an administrator 
in each of the schools how to keep attendance records, 
grades, and other data. It is doubtful that there 
will be internet access.  I have been busy writing a 
phonics curriculum which includes sight words and 
assessments. Nicole has been collecting ideas about how 
to coordinate books such as Chicka Chicka Boom Boom 
and The Very Hungry Caterpillar with Preschool math 
and language skills. A phonics company has donated 
alphabet cards and workbooks to her. Stacy has been 
investigating how they teach Science in the villages of 
Sierra Leone and planning how to teach wondering and 
thinking skills to a culture that relies on rote memory. 

Kristin is gathering information on child behavior 
and discipline and will give positive alternatives to 
the teachers on how to maintain class control without 

physical punishment and pain. Since there is a high rate 
of teen pregnancy, Kristin will also negotiate the topic 
of gender based violence. Mike is figuring out how he 
can incorporate basic robotics problem solving into 
his teacher training and also will assist the teachers in 
developing appropriate assessments.

We have met with a 
former CIA agent and 
learned how to safely 
navigate in an African 
country. We are learning 
simple Krio phrases so 
we can communicate in the native language. In our 
meetings, we discuss how we should dress. Since it will 
be very hot and possibly rainy, we are preparing for 
downpours and heat. The girls are only permitted to 
wear dresses and skirts. We are purchasing used luggage 
and clothing from Repurposed and Goodwill. We are 
ordering teaching supplies such as colored pencils, 
pocket charts, and lots of freezer bags. Since the schools 
have open windows and doors, paper is destroyed easily. 
We have laminated posters and  
letter cards.

Since there is now no place for storage, we decided to 
ask if we could finance having one closet built in each of 
the six villages. The cost of materials and labor for each 
closet is $120. What a bargain in our standards! Now 
teachers can have a safe place to store materials since 
the people in the villages frequently use the schools 
when not in use. We were also asked to pay for the 105 
teachers to attend the in service training, which will 
add up to about $3,000. Samuel Sesay and the other 
administrators have been in frequent contact with our 
group as we plan the trainings. They are pleased to have 
American educators visit and help their staff. 

The most important thing we are doing is going before 
the throne of grace asking for wisdom, guidance and 
trust as we prepare for the unexpected. We are a bit 
apprehensive of going into a foreign place and not 
knowing exactly what to expect. We know we need to 
be flexible and that the Lord is leading this trip. The 
spiritual warfare is strong as most natives practice 
voodoo or are Muslim. Please pray that the Lord will 
show up in a big way and we would be willing servants 
whatever He calls us to do or say while serving with 
EduNations in Sierra Leone.

Men’s Ministry: Work 
Day at Good 
Samaritan Hospice 
by Ben Burkholder

Do you want to make a difference at a local facility that 
values human life? Come work alongside other men 
and their families as we join forces to landscape Good 
Samaritan Hospice on Saturday, May 11 from 9:00 a.m. 
to noon. The tasks will include mulching, planting 
flowers, trimming shrubbery, etc. While some tools will 
be supplied, please, bring any tools you might have like 
wheelbarrows, rakes, gloves, shovels, shears, etc. Do-
nuts will be provided to jump start your day, and it will 
be happening rain or shine. Sign up at the Information 
Counter. If you have questions, contact Jim Warmbrodt 
at warmbrodtjc@gmail.com. Good Samaritan Hospice is 
located at 146 Neely School Rd., Wexford PA 15084.
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VBS Mission: Backpacks 
for Sierra Leone 
by Jill Benson

One of my favorite elements of VBS is our camp mission. 
I love it because we aren’t only presenting the gospel to 
our VBS campers, we’re also giving them a way to live 
out the gospel. For our camp mission this year, we’ll be 
focusing on education supplies for schools in  
Sierra Leone, as we collect money to fill backpacks 
for children. 
 
In their recent past, Sierra Leone has been plagued by 
civil conflict, fueled by the, “Blood Diamond,” wars. 
They were also recently hit with the Ebola crisis, 
which devastated their economy. The country has been 
recovering from these events in the last year or two, but 
on the whole, Sierra Leone has not yet fully recovered. 
Children living in Sierra Leone have been growing up in 
a country that was unstable for several decades and that 
reality has had a definite effect on their educational and 
economic prospects. 
 
Compared to the United States, Sierra Leone’s education 
system is very, “bare bones.” Children struggle to find 
any kind of writing utensil and schools are not properly 
equipped with curriculum, books or other teaching 
aids. At the end of July, a team of six from North Park 
Church will be traveling to Sierra Leone to train over 
100 teachers. They will be working with EduNations, 
the organization the EPC has partnered with to build 
schools and churches in Sierra Leone. 
 
EduNations oversees 14 schools going from Pre-K to 
9th grade. Most of these schools are in remote villages, 
providing education to children who, otherwise, would 
have no access to schooling. These children have no 
buses, walking each day—often from quite a distance. 
(You can read more about their individual schools 
here: https://edunations.org/whatwedo/what-we-do/our-
schools/#more-165.) 

Our hope is to bless these students and their teachers by 
purchasing school supplies for Sierra Leone children. 
$20.00 will fill a backpack with the following:

Pencils/Sharpener | Eraser | Dry Erase Board/Markers 
| Book | Math Game

Every little bit helps! Campers will be encouraged to 
bring in money to contribute the week of camp, but we 
encourage our North Park family to consider donating 
as well. Donations can be placed in the plastic container 
on the VBS table. Our goal is raise enough money to 
purchase 100 backpacks.

Please also be in prayer for Sierra Leone, focusing 
specifically on the children, their teachers, and our team 
from North Park who will be working with them  
this July.

Seeking VBS Snack Donations! We’re in need of: 
Cake Cones | Popped Popcorn | Greek Yogurt |  

Assorted Fresh Berries | Fig Newtons | Apples | Goldfish 
| Square Pretzels | Gummy Worms | Raisins | Chocolate 

Covered Raisins | 9oz Cups | Plastic Spoons | Dessert Plates 
Sign up at the VBS table in the lobby

If you haven’t done so but are willing to support our trip 
financially, please send your donation electronically or 
in an envelope to the church office with Sierra Leone 
Mission trip on the Memo line.

Blessed to be serving,  
Mike Bright, Adam Bright, Nicole Bright, Stacy Tessaro, 
Joyce Kish, and Kristin Brown

Light of Life Walk for 
the Homeless
On Saturday, May 25 we will be 
participating in the Light of Life Walk 
for the Homeless. This will be the sixth 
year in a row that we have assembled 
a team of walkers to take part in this 
major fundraiser for Light of Life. Please sign up at the 
Information Counter. If you are not able to take part in 
the walk, but wish to support Light of Life, you can sign 
up as a supporter and make your check payable to Light 
of Life Mission. Information sheets are available at the 
Information Counter. Questions, please contact Denny 
Koska at (412) 367-8381 or dennykoska@gmail.com. 
 
Date: Saturday, May 25 
 
Location: The Great Lawn across from Heinz Field along 
the river (look for the tents) 
              100 Art Rooney Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA, 15212 
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Time: Registration starts at 8:00 a.m. 
 Walk begins at 10:00 a.m. 
 Walkers should plan on being at the field by no  
           later than 9:00 a.m. 
 
Details: 
• Free snacks and water are provided prior to the walk 
• Free delicious luncheon is provided by local vendors  
   after the walk 
• Parking is available for $3 in Heinz Field Gold Lot #1 
• The length of the walk is 10k, but can be abbreviated 
   if needed 
• 100% of all proceeds go to the Light of Life Mission

Youth Group Schedule
 

May 1 
7:00 - 8:30 p.m.

Middle & High School Small Groups
 

Summer Schedule
Summer Sunday Worship 

Begins Sunday, May 26 | 9:30 a.m.

VBS, June 17 - 21
Junior Campers | 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. | $35
Senior Campers | 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. | $45

Registration closes May 26

Mugs & Muffins
Wednesday, June 26 | 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. | Room 111

Pick up your prayer guide in 
the lobby beginning May 5

SCHEDULE

May 5 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

Youth Group
 

May 10 - 11 
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 a.m.

Overnight
 

May 12 
No Youth Group

 
May 15 

7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
Middle & High School Small Groups

May 19 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

LAST Spring Youth Group
 

May 26 
No Youth Group
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