
1 June 2019 NPC FYI

F Y I
Volume 145 North Park Church June 2019

Rebuild 
of Upper 
Parking  
Area
pg. 4

Two NPC 
Staff On 
The Move
pg. 5

College 
Student
+ Young  

Adult 
Cookout

pg. 3

But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, 
and all these things will be added to you.

Matthew 6:33

The Pelicans 
are coming!
pg. 9



2 NPC FYI June 2019

FEATURES
Did You Know? 
By Dan Hendley

Did you know that Erin Daly has graduated from Indiana Wesleyan 
with a degree in Music Therapy and has taken a position in West 
Palm Beach…that Erin is also engaged to marry Paul Hooker…that  
theaters sell popcorn for 100x more than they pay for it…that Maria 
Allewelt just recently became an American citizen…that our Italian 
Cooking for Christ event brought in record revenues…that Steve 
Martin, Sally Field, Farrah Fawcett and Madonna were all contestants 
on “The Dating Game”…that we had 70 worshipers at our early Easter  
service…that Emily Stitt has graduated from Penn State…that in 
Afghanistan 7% of homes have a flush toilet, but 19% have a TV…that 
Nina Rivero graduated from Duquesne with a degree in Finance…
that Ed Rivero plans to marry Keely Anthony on November 23…
that Connie Rivero is recovering from major foot surgery…that the  
average hen in year 2000 laid eight times more eggs than the same 
hen in 1900…that Anna Lish will marry Josh Kaiser at the Oakmont 
Country Club on June 15…that Chad and Ned Fairfield annually  
attend summer camp at Deerfoot Lodge…that the average female 
fashion model is 5’11” and weighs 117 lbs…that Tirzah Hopkins has 
moved to Montana…that Tirzah’s grandfather, Brooke’s dad, just 
turned 100…that the Haytocks are heading to Mt. Rushmore this 
summer…that Bill Gates scored 1590 on the SAT while his partner 
Paul Allen scored a perfect 1600…that Bible Study Fellowship will 
be holding a co-ed meeting at our church on Tuesday evenings 
starting in the Fall…that Chris and Annette Wu are part of that 
BSF group…that there are four cars and 11 light posts on a ten-
dollar bill….that Taylor and Kate Brown are expecting their first 
child in October…that fifty teens attended a recent overnight 
event at NPC…that Robert Ludlow was the tallest man on record 
at 8’11”… that those who read the FYI are 6% taller than those 
who do not. Did you know these things? I thought you should.
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PASTOR’S CORNER 
By Dan Hendley  
 On May 10 Beth and I attended 
a very special gathering at Geneva 
College. On our way to the event we 
saw Hannah Lucas who just graduated 
from there with her soon-to-be 
husband, Nathanael Hepner.  
 The event was a dedication of 
a collection of books and papers by 
the late John Gerstner. Gerstner was 
a long-time Pittsburgh stalwart for 
Biblical faith. He taught for most of 
his life at Pittsburgh Seminary which 
was quickly abandoning any kind of 
historic Christianity. But Gerstner 
remained and bore witness to the 
credibility of the Bible. His influence 
on many via his teaching and writing 
was immense, much of that coming 
through the ministry of R.C. Sproul, his 
prize protégé. 
 In 1984 I shared a lunch with 
Dr. Gerstner in Central Florida. But, 
I feel like I got to know the man at 
Geneva College where we heard many, 
including his son, testify of his deep 
love for the Christ whom he served and 
preached. Speakers that day included 
his son, Jonathan, his end-of-life 
pastor, David Kenyon as well as fellow-
scholars, Mark Ross, David Coffin, Art 
Lindsley and Stephen Nichols. Vesta 
Sproul (R.C.’s widow) was also  
in attendance. 
 What really struck me was the 
influence stream that one person  
can have as time passes on and the 
grace of God moves from generation  
to generation.  
 One faithful man led Gerstner 
to Christ. He mentored R.C. R.C. 

Informational 
Meeting For 
Members 
 In response to some concerns raised 
at our March congregational meeting, 
the Session of NPC invites our members 
to an informational meeting right after 
worship on June 9 in Room 112 that 
will address particular concerns raised 
at the previous meeting. These concerns 
surround the oversight, evaluation and 
compensation of church staff, including 
the lead pastor.  
 Questions will be invited at the 
upcoming meeting and those that can be 
handled discreetly in that context will be 
addressed.

College Student & 
Young Adult  
Cook Out 
by Ben Burkholder 
 Come join us on Saturday,  
June 1 from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. for a college 
student and young adult cookout.  
We’ll have a campfire in the woods by 
the upper parking lot where we’ll grill 
some hot dogs and hamburgers and 
cook s’mores. 
 More importantly, though, we’ll 
reconnect with others who have been  
off at school or working a job and 
discover how God is at work in the 
various places He’s taken us. If you  
want to come, please, text or email 
Pastor Ben at (724) 719-4807 or 
benburkholder@northparkepc.org.

influenced many thousands of church 
leaders who have influenced millions. 
But, the chain of gospel influence goes 
much further back and will go much 
further forward. And we never know. 
We never know how what we do or say 
today can influence someone(s).  
 The ripple effect, over time, can 
become a tsunami. Point is to be alert 
for how the Savior can use you today. 
Few of us will have library collections 
in our honor or famous disciples like 
Sproul, but we can all be faithful to the 
Lord’s appointment for us where we 
are and in our own generation. 
 A lovely Friday in Spring in Beaver 
Falls reminded me of that and the 
mercies of God which passed through 
so many to get to me.

A FOCUSED COLUMN 
by Mark Sharpnack 
 North Park Church aims to make 
disciples of Jesus who, WORSHIP 
God passionately, CONNECT with 
each other in caring community, and 
IMPACT the world through word and 
deed. In January, you heard sermons 
on our Core Values: Christ, Truth, 
Dependence, The Lost, and Families. 
This month, we focus on The Lost. 
 Both near and far, unbelievers 
matter to God and to us. North Park 
Church values the lost because our 
Lord does.  
 Jesus said in Luke 19:10, "The Son 
of Man has come to seek and save that 
which was lost." Luke 15 is the classic 
chapter concerning this as we read 
about the lost sheep, the lost coin, 
and the lost son and a great longing 
for these to be found and how there is 
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Rebuild of the Upper Parking Area 
     Summer construction will transform our upper parking area and provide 
many needed improvements. The work is scheduled to start right after 
Vacation Bible School and, barring bad weather or complications, should be 
completed by the end of July. The parking lot existed when NPC purchased our 
property and has provided many years of service. It now is starting to fail, and 
will need to be reconstructed to modern safety and performance standards. 
Many of the improvements will be clearly visible and easily appreciated. 
 Improved Layout: The new parking area will look like a smaller   
 version of our main parking area. The width and length of the 56 parking spaces will be enlarged, and two-way   
 traffic circulation and fresh white striping will make parking much easier. 
 Flatter Grading: The existing steep slopes will be regraded, making it a lot easier to open and close car doors and  
 to get into and out of your car. 
 Improved Lighting: Three new light poles will greatly increase visibility and security in the parking area and   
 along the walkways to the multipurpose room and the breezeway. 
 Handicap Accessible Parking: Designated spaces near the walkways will accommodate the needs of guests with   
 physical challenges. 
Other benefits may not be so visible but are also important: 
 Stream Culvert: The existing metal pipe that conveys a stream under the parking area had completely rusted out   
 and will be replaced with new, long-lasting piping. 
 Longevity: A system of surface swales and under drains; extra gravel and asphalt thickness; and careful soil   
 compaction methods should greatly extend the useful life of the new facility. 
     The project will also reflect environmental stewardship and fulfill God’s commands to manage and protect the 
wonderful world He created for us. All the existing pavement will be milled and incorporated into the fill – not hauled to 
a landfill. Stormwater management and water quality measures will control erosion, reduce peak rainfall runoff, and trap 
pollutants – protecting area streams. 
     Safety Measures: We ask that everyone cooperate with the safety measures put in place during construction. 
Construction limits will be clearly marked. Heavy equipment and material stockpiles located on-site will be interesting to 
both children and adults alike. However, we ask that you stay out of the construction area and look only from outside the 
designated limits. 
     Financial Provisions: Special gifts are being requested to fund this costly enterprise ($200,000). Please consider 
making a special one-time donation to NPC this summer so that borrowing funds or dipping too low in our bank balance 
will not be necessary. Please fill out a commitment card at the Information Counter or drop off your commitment card in 
the offering bucket.  
     We praise God for providing this opportunity to greatly improve the facilities that support our ministries!

great rejoicing when they are.  
 We understand that this represents God’s heart toward lost sinners. Our God is a seeking God. We realize that all of 
us, even those who grew up in the church, all of us were lost and needed to be sought by a merciful Savior.  
 Clearly, we have a Savior who is dying to bring lost people home to Himself. Jesus has a heart for the lost. Do we? 
Could our lack of outreach be rooted in a lack of Christ-like love for lost people? In the busy-ness of life, we forget to 
make time in our heart and our schedule to be like Jesus and seek to save the lost. 
 When our heart is right, our schedule will come around. God values those who are without purpose, without hope, 
without a future, and without Jesus. So must we value the lost because thankfully our Leader surely does.



5 June 2019 NPC FYI

Youth Group  
June Schedule  
 

June 2  
Graduation Sunday 
Come and celebrate our graduating 
seniors as they are honored during the 
Sunday morning service. No YG. 

June 8 
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Mission Trip Car Wash at the Church 

June 9 
Summer Sunday #1 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Sue Timmer’s house 
9401 Venango Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

June 13 
Summer Bible Study 
11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Jeff & Ellen Longjohn’s house 
112 Buehner Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15237  

Join us as we will be studying  
God’s Word, playing games, and 
hanging out together. Bring your own 
bagged lunch or money for Subway. 

June 16 
No Youth Group Due to Father’s Day 
and VBS Kickoff  

June 23 
Summer Sunday #2  
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Ross & Christie Wilkin’s house 
823 Wellington Drive, Seven Fields, PA 16046 

June 27 
Summer Bible Study 
11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Jeff & Ellen Longjohn’s house 

June 30 
Summer Sunday #3 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Andy & Amber Stites’ house 
148 Fairview Avenue E., Pittsburgh, PA 15237

Jill Benson 

Dir. Children’s Ministry

Kim Hepner 

Receptionist

Two NPC Staff  
on the Move 
 July we will be without 
the services of two great staff 
members who have contributed 
greatly to our ministry for two 
to three years now. Director 
of Children’s Ministries, Jill 
Benson, has accepted a position 
writing curriculum for the Dwell 
Curriculum Company. This role is 
a great fit for Jill’s gifts and will  
allow her to work from home. 
 Kim Hepner has been our 
receptionist for two years now, 
but she is moving to Ft. Wayne, 
Indiana where her husband Brent 
has accepted a new job. 
 Please make sure to let these 
dear ladies know how much you 
have appreciated them as they 
transition; and pray for our search 
to fill their positions with stellar 
servant-leaders.

Eden Christian Academy 
Elizabeth Arnold 
Grove City College  
Elementary Education 

North Allegheny:  
Chad Fairfield  
Working full time at Chick-
Fil-A with the hope of 
operating his own store in the 
future. He will either pursue a 
degree at Grove City or another 
local college. 

Jeremiah Zemet 
Liberty University 
Business Administration 
and Masters of Divinity 

North Hills 
Evelyn Osmond 
Grove City College 
Business Management 

Shaler 
Natalie Carey  
University of South Carolina 
Biology

Graduating Seniors
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Stephen Ministry Minute: 
How Their Stephen Ministers Made a Difference 
by Denise Velarde

 Stephen Ministry is a lay caring ministry being used by more than 13,000 congregations worldwide to 
increase care and outreach to hurting people. The chart below shows situations where Stephen Ministers 
have served their church family.

"When I was with my Stephen Minister, 
I felt Jesus was with me. I saw the love 
of God in her eyes while we talked and 
prayed, and it would fill me with such 
comfort and peace. It helped me know 
that I could make it through." 
- Ashley

"I’m blessed with an amazing  
Stephen Minister. She’s been  
genuinely attentive and caring ever 
since she came alongside me. She’s  
kind of fearless in that way—she’ll 
 just be there without trying to fix  
me or talk me out of my feelings as I 
struggle with what’s happening."  
- Nancy

"When someone you love is terminally 
ill, people often pull back because 
they’re scared and don’t know what 
to say. But my Stephen Minister stood 
with me through it all—listening, 
talking, and helping me on the journey. 
It was so reassuring to know he was by 
my side." - Andrew

 Are you going through some difficult times? Call Mark Sharpnack at the church office to discuss the possibility of having a 
Stephen Minister walk with you.

Situations Where 
Stephen Ministers 

Have Provided Care 
To Those In Need

Grief 
Health 
Personal 
Divorce 
Terminal Illness/End of Life 
Spiritual 
Caregiver for a Loved 
Financial Difficulties/Job 
Infertility 
Other

Family of the Month: Osmond 
by Kelly Laird 
 Another long-time North Park family is being 
highlighted this month. Say hello to 
the Osmonds - Brian, Laura, Ben, 
Nicholas, Evelyn and Bethany! 
 Starting with Brian, who grew 
up in the Regent Square area, both 
he and Laura are locals. Brian is 
a freelance cameraman, filming 
movies, television shows and some 
commercials. His schedule is never 
regular and therefore this family is 
very go-with-the-flow, not knowing 
when he will be in town or working 
out of town or when he is working all night or all day. 
Brian’s favorite scripture passage is Romans 3:23-24.  
 Brian’s lovely wife, Laura is also from the ‘Burgh, 
having grown up in the Churchill area. Laura has worked 
as a customer service manager and a sales manager in the 

past, after graduating from Grove City College, like Brian. 
She is now a busy mom and daughter, taking care of the 
daily household needs as well as caring for her elderly 
parents: her mom at home and her dad in a nursing facility. 

 Ben is the oldest of the Osmond 
kids, having graduated from Pitt last 
year with a degree in Rehab Sciences. 
Ben is currently working six days 
each week, twelve hour days as an 
apprentice ironworker at a job site in 
Monaca. Ben enjoys playing drums, 
kayaking, running, mountain biking, 
snowboarding, and just about any 
outdoor activity. His favorite scripture 
verse is Isaiah 40:31, which also 

happens to be little sister Evelyn’s too. 
 Speaking of Evelyn, congratulations go out to her for 
just finishing high school last month! Evelyn graduated 
from North Hills High School and enjoys playing soccer 
and basketball as well as hanging out with friends when 
not working at Chick-Fil-A. Evelyn plans to go to Grove 
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Helping Hands 
for Hire 
by Stacy Tessaro

 Do you have odd jobs that you 
would like help with? Mulching, 
weeding, vacuuming, etc? Would  
you be willing to pay one of our teens  
$10 or more an hour to work with or 
for you? 
     The Deacon’s Mercy Committee 
has recently launched Helping Hands 
for Hire by accumulating a list of 
youth who are willing to help with 

unskilled labor. You can view this 
list by stopping at the Information 
Counter or by emailing Kim Hepner 
(kimhepner@northparkepc.org) for 
a copy. The list acts a lot like a 
babysitting list, you look at the names, 
ages, availability, what they do and do 
not like to do, and contact youth from 
the list to come and work. 
 If you have a large project and 
would like a group of youth to come 
and work on a specific day and time, 
Taylor is willing to send out a blast 
email to help coordinate a group to 

work at your home. 
     Please remember that these are 
paid workers and that all materials 
and tools should be provided 
by the homeowner. If you have 
questions, feel free to contact me at 
stacytessaro@yahoo.com or Gail Nelson 
at gailnelson36@hotmail.com. If you 
would like to be added to the list 
(college students are welcome as well) 
contact me or Kim Hepner. Thank you 
to those youth who are willing to work 
and to those who are able to employ 
our young people.

IMPACT ELPING
ANDS
FOR HIRE

ELPING
ANDS
FOR HIRE

City College and study Business Management. 
 Next up is Nicholas. Nick has one semester left to go at 
Penn State, where he will graduate with degrees in Nuclear 
and Mechanical Engineering. Nicholas enjoys biking, 
board and computer games, playing bridge, and listening 
to audiobooks.   
He will be working full-time this summer at the nuclear 
reactor on Penn State’s campus. Nick’s favorite verse is 
Hebrews 10:39. 
 Last but not least is Bethany! This sweet girl is twelve 
years old and attends North Hills Middle School. Bethany 
likes to run, compete in Track, and play the French Horn. 
 FUN FACT: This family lives in the Ross Township area, 
along with their cat, Dodgy. Did you know that Dodgy is 

a retired show-cat - having won numerous ribbons from 
around the country?! 
 Amazingly, amidst such a busy life, the family is also 
active in ministry. Laura leads the care package ministry 
as well as helps out with VBS right here at NPC. All of the 
three oldest kids have helped out at VBS over the years as 
well. Brian has been involved in Men’s Ministry and Laura 
also is a leader at Community Bible Study, which meets at 
our church. That’s God’s work in action! 
 When you read this, please take a moment to lift up 
this precious family. Please pray for the Osmonds as they 
continue to raise their own family and help out elderly 
parents, for wisdom, and good health.

Sierra Leone Mission 
Trip Update 
By Joyce Kish, Nicole Bright, Adam 
Bright, Kristin Brown, Stacy Tessaro, 
and Mike Bright 
      Ku-sheh-o! Hello in Krio, the 
native language of Sierra Leone. If 
you were hearing from a distance at 

our last mission planning meeting, 
you would have heard us say this 
and many other common phrases in 
Krio. Our team wants to be prepared 
to communicate well, to build 
relationships, so we can get around 
safely, and share the gospel and our 
faith. With less than 2 months to go, 
we are busy preparing our bodies (all 
the immunizations!), minds (reading 
up on past and current issues), and 
spirits (we are definitely praying 
and reading the Bible) to seek God’s 
blessing on this adventure! 
     Since our main purpose in going 
will be to conduct a training seminar 
for their teachers, we have begun 

constructing lessons. For instance, 
Stacy Tessaro (Quaker Valley Middle 
School Science teacher) and Mike 
Bright (Electrical and Computer 
Engineering professor at Grove City) 
have teamed up to write some lessons 
on teaching critical thinking.  They 
will be teaching all the students in 
grades 4-9 to think independently and 
critically and to solve problems using 
their resources, which is a different 
way of thinking for the students in 
that part of  
the world. 
     Kristin Brown has a big challenge 
ahead of her as she prepares to talk 
to the large group of 105 teachers 
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about sensitive topics such as child 
discipline (now mostly slapping, 
pinching, pulling hair, etc.) and 
behavior. In addition, Stacy Tessaro 
will add some practical ideas about 
classroom management. 
     Nicole Bright and Joyce Kish have 
selected some well-known children’s 
books to give to the nursery teachers 
with ideas of how to use these in all 
curriculum areas. For example, The 
Very Hungry Caterpillar is one of the 
books that were selected that has 
many applications for science, math, 
color words, and vocabulary. The 
nursery teachers will also learn about 
basic math skills (Adam will help 
with this). Nicole even plans to bring 
her ukulele to teach some simple 
preschool songs! Joyce Kish has also 

written a phonics curriculum that will 
be distributed to all the elementary 
teachers focusing on all the letter 
sounds using pocket charts and 
movable letter cards. The teachers 
will also learn various activities for 
teaching “Tricky Words” (Sight words) 
in English. 
     One of the things the 
administrators of the schools are 
most excited about is that we are 
taking a computer for each school. 
While they will most likely not have 
internet access, they will be very 
useful for attendance and grades. 
Adam and Mike will be training the 
administrators and other staff how to 
use the computers advantageously. 
     This is all a big undertaking and 
everyone has been working hard to 

prepare the best we can with the help 
of God. We are grateful for everyone 
at NPC has come along side of us 
financially. We are most appreciative 
of anyone who is and continues to 
pray for us. We know we are going 
into a place that has much spiritual 
warfare and very different views than 
us.  Continue to pray for relationships, 
safety, wisdom what to teach, good 
communication, and opportunities to 
share the gospel. 
     Don’t forget - if you are sponsoring 
a child through EduNations, bring a 
letter to the church office by June 30 
so we can take it to him or her. 
      We know we couldn’t do this alone! 
Serving Him with you!

Mugs and Muffins 2019: 
Transformation 
by Amber Stites 
 The focus of our women’s ministry over the 
past year has been transformation. Google defines 
transformation as a thorough or dramatic change in form 
or appearance. How would you define it? And perhaps 
the more important question to answer is, how can you 
accomplish it? 
 There are 2 verses in the New Testament that speak  
of transformation: 
 · 2 Corinthians 3:18 - And we all, with unveiled face, 
beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed 
into the same image from one degree of glory to another. 
For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 
 · Romans 12:2 - Do not be conformed to this world, 
but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is 
good and acceptable and perfect. 
 

 What does it mean for us, as believers, to be 
transformed? If you are anything like me, you may think 
transformation comes through behavior change, self-
discipline and hard work to appear more Christ-like. And, 
in many ways, you would not be wrong. Transformation is 
hard. Usually it takes a loooong time. And it does benefit 
from a good amount of self-discipline.  
 However, transformation is not merely an outward 
change of appearance, but rather a change from 
within. It’s not something I can do only in my own 
power and strength, but, as it says in 2 Corinthians, it is 
something that is happening; I am being transformed—
hallelujah!!! And it happens as we behold the glory of the 
Lord and through the power of the Spirit. Romans 12 tells 
us that it also happens as we renew our minds and walk in 
God’s good and perfect will. 
 So join us at Mugs and Muffins as we behold our great 
and glorious God and hear testimony from various women 
whose lives He has transformed through the power of  
His Spirit.

Wednesdays | June 26 – August 7 
Room 111 | 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.
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The Pelicans are 
Coming! 
by Taylor Brown

Who are the Pelicans and what have 
we done with them? 
 Praying Pelican Missions (PPM) 
is a short-term international 
mission organization that leads 
hundreds of trips across the globe 
on a yearly basis. PPM currently 
operates within fourteen countries 
and reaches more than a dozen 
cities across the United States. PPM 
is passionate about spreading the 
gospel of Jesus Christ and connecting 
groups with local churches. Their 
ministry rests upon three key pillars: 
genuine partnerships, long-term 
relationships, and sustainable 
ministry. Their mission is to facilitate 
trips that reach the lost, equip the 
saints for ministry, build up the local 
body of Christ, and advance the 
Kingdom of God. 
 Our youth group has enjoyed 
a thriving partnership with PPM 
since the summer of 2016. Through 
PPM, we have traveled to Chicago, 
Providence, and West Virginia. Last 
year, our students experienced a 
deep connection with the culture 

and citizenship of Alderson, WV. 
The River of Life Church of God 
welcomed us with open arms and 
pointed us in the direction of many 
needy people in the area. A group of 
twenty-nine students and four adult 
leaders will embark upon a second 
trip to Alderson this summer (July 
13-19). We cannot wait to rejoin 
our spiritual family in Alderson 
and serve those who desperately 
need to encounter the love of Jesus 
Christ. May God sustain this fruitful 
partnership for years to come!

What are we doing with 
the Pelicans? 
 In March, our church had the 
unique opportunity to listen to 
the gut-wrenching stories of some 
local Somalian neighbors. Many of 
our local refugees live in a housing 
project called North View Heights. 
When the Praying Pelicans stay at our 
facility in June they plan to spend a 
large portion of their time down at 
North View Heights, ministering to 
the kids in that community.  
 When they stay at our church 
from June 8-13, we are going to be 
joining them on Tuesday, June 11 
to play with the kids in North View 
Heights, serve dinner, and join 

them in their 
ministry. We 
don’t need 
to leave our 
own city to do 
meaningful 
ministry 
and cross 
the bridges that divide us. If you 
or your teenager want to join us, 
please, contact Ben Burkholder 
(benburkholder@northparkepc.org) 
or Taylor Brown (taylorbrown@
northparkepc.org). We will be leaving 
on the Tuesday, June 11 from 
the church around 1:00 p.m. and 
returning around 7:00 p.m.  
If you can only come for a portion of 
that time, you’d still be welcome as 
well. You’ll just need to  
provide transportation.

How Can You Get Involved  
in Hosting? 
If you’d like to serve our Praying 
Pelican guests in June, we’d love  
to provide some meals like breakfast 
or dinner for them as a church while 
they’re here. If you’d like to help out, 
please, contact Barb Buirge at (barb.
buirge@verizon.net) or sign up at the 
Information Counter.

Cover VBS in Prayer 
By Jill Benson 
 VBS month is here! June 17-21 our church will be filled with over 100 campers, ready to spend their days learning 
about Jesus. Here are a couple final ways you can help us in the coming weeks:

1. Join our decorating team! All you have to do is show up and help decorate. We’ll need help during the day on Friday, 
June 14 and after church on Sunday, June 16. Email Jill if you’re interested in helping (jillbenson@northparkepc.org). 
 – We’re also looking to borrow some items for our decorations. Please contact Julianna Kish at juliannakish@   
 gmail.com if you have items to donate. Items must be dropped off at the church by Sunday, June 9.  
 Please mark all items with family/individual name so that we can return them after VBS. 
  •   2-3 pop-up canopies 
  •   Flat sheets (solid colors or stripes) 
  •   Colorful decorative rugs (oriental patterns) 
  •   Decorative columns 
  •   Baskets 
2. Bring in snack donations. See the VBS table for a list of items needed. Any non-perishable items should be dropped off 
at the VBS table by the Sunday before VBS. Contact Kim Haytock to coordinate delivery of perishable items (khaytock@
yahoo.com).
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3. Pray! There are so many ways you can cover VBS in prayer. Here are just a few to get you started: 
 •    The VBS Directors: Jill Benson is the Camp Director, Alison Sanders is the Senior Camp Director, and Kim   
 Mycyk is the Junior Camp Director. Pray for strength and moments of rest for these committed individuals during  
 this extremely busy time. 
 •   Our VBS Counselors and Aides: We have 10 head counselors and 10 aides helping with Senior Camp, and 6 head  
 counselors and 18 aides helping with Junior Camp. Pray that these volunteers would model Christ to our campers— 
 that they would be filled with joy, patience and love for their squads. 
 •   Our VBS Volunteers: Pray that our Bible teachers would be empowered to speak words of truth and would point our  
 campers to Christ. Pray that our recreation leaders would have endless amounts of energy. And that our craft leaders  
 would point the children to Christ through their creativity. Pray that all of our volunteers would help these children  
 grow closer to God. 
 •   The Logistics of VBS: Pray that all the behind the scenes details would fall into place so that camp would run  
 smoothly. Pray for the work crew as they spend a busy week doing all the set up and tear down work for our  
 VBS activities. 
 •   The Safety of Our Campers: Pray that sign in and sign out would go smoothly. Pray for no injuries or illnesses. 
 
 So much planning and prep-work goes into this week. Pray that God would use all of that work to bring these kids into 
a relationship with him. Pray that our campers would truly understand that, “Because of His great love for us, God, who is 
rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ.” - Ephesians 2:4-5a (our camp memory verse).

 Birthdays 
  Sandy Skillen 
  Ezra Miller 
  Gabriel Hopkins 
  Dan Dupee 
  Catherine Ashworth 
  Jackson Keeney 
  Olivia Kendall 
  Deborah Reed 
  Thelma Gross 
  Philip Van Sickel 
  Bruce Allison 
  Cameron Wilkin 
  Ryan Hoover 
  Barbara Buirge 
  Kristen Smalley 
  Carol Shoemaker 
  Luke Longmore 
  Benjamin Smalley 
  Dan Hendley 
  Graham Ashworth 
  Daniel Sherwin 
  Amanda Rose Morley 

DeAnne Alberti 
Chris Cirucci 
Kristen Satariano 
Ruth Cox 
Wesley Lukas 
Reuben Elliott Bright 
Helga Klenk 
Tirzah Hopkins 
Madeline Karpiak 
Gerri Ilnicki 
Charlotte Librich 
Andrew Stites 
Laura Gilbert 
Lauren Fowler 
Ryan Thomas Murphy 
Rose Ann Anderson  
Megan Carey 
Daniel Peel 
Geil Williams 
Jane Anzaldi 
Bethany Osmond 
Isaac Librich 
June Yoder 
Scott Shriver

Anniversaries 
Paul & Ann Spangler 
Andy & Michele Moir 
Aaron & Kaitlyn Sullivan 
Dan & Joan Castillo 
Robert & Joelene Lane 
Brooke & Gayla Hopkins 
Terry & Susan Meeneghan 
Scott & Kate Shriver 
Dawson & Kim Haytock 
Bruce & Janet Allison 
John & Sara Holtgraver 
Rick & Carol Miskell 
Graham & Catherine Ashworth 
Bill & Judy Jacobs 
Andrew & Joyce Kish 
Scott & Laura Dzadovsky 
Chad & Beth Morley 
John & Debbie Faber 
Pete & Elaine Longjohn 
John & Deborah Holt 
Nabil & Mushira Mikhael
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