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VBS Fundraiser
Find out how many backpacks 
we collected for Sierra Leone

COMPASS Event:
Christmas in July
Help us pack shoe-boxes for  
Operation Christmas Child 

Kitchen Training
The Hospitality Team is  
offering training for the  
Blue Room Kitchen

Children's  
Ministry Positions

We are looking for 
four part-time directors

Sierra Leone Mission Trip 
Prayer Requests 

Know what to pray for as our 
team leaves for Sierra Leone 

 

O God, You are my God; earnestly I seek You;  
my soul thirsts for You; my flesh faints for you,  

as in a dry and weary land where there is no water.
Psalm 63:1
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FEATURES
DID YOU KNOW? 
By Dan Hendley

Did you know that Peter Gregory Nichols was born to Greg and Melanie on 

May 19…..that Maejor Kingston Sharpnack was born to Sarah Sharpnack, first 

grandchild of Mark and Rachel…..that Lois Lane is not Superman’s first love; 

he once dated Lana Lang who became Insect Queen…..that Rachel Woelke has 

become a confirmed member of our church and is going into her senior year of 

high-school…..that both Amana and Joel Morley won their divisions in the recent 

Women’s Choice Network Diaper Derby……that the Morleys raised $2,400 for the 

ministry…..that in 2008 Cate Blanchett won Best Supporting Actress for her role 

in the film I’m Not There,  but could not be at the Golden Globe Awards to accept 

her prize….that Katie Burke is back from her missions in Ireland…..that Tuesday 

JOY has begun under the leadership of Pastor Dan, with nearly twenty of our 

members participating…..that Stephen Greenspan, author of the book, Why We Get 

Duped and How to Avoid It, later lost 250K to the Bernie Madoff scam…. that Holly 

Murphy, Beth Morley, Josh Kish, Susann Pinkerton, Ben Burkholder and Dan 

Hendley are heading  up the search for a Director of Children’s Ministries…. that 

Kelly Laird will be a fill-in receptionist this summer…..that a Green Turtle will lay 

1800 eggs in a lifetime but only three will give her grandchildren….that Nate  and 

Holly Fairfield provided stellar service as head of work crew for VBS…..that Dick 

Skillen, with help from Tim Skillen spent two days installing a new catch basin 

near the upper sanctuary entrance…..that a Boeing 747 holds over 57,000 gallons 

of fuel…..that construction on our upper parking lot has begun....that Kristin 

Brown’s counseling office is relocating to the finance office at the end of the first 

floor hallway…..that 18 hummingbirds weight about one ounce….that those who 

read the FYI weigh 11% less than those who do not? Did you know these things? I 

thought you should.
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Birthdays & Anniversaries CHILDREN'S MINISTRY POSITIONS 
 We are looking for NPC members who would like to take on a paid leadership 
role in our children's ministries. Four part-time directorships need to be filled 
for the coming year: These would be for Children and Worship, Sunday School, 
Nursery and VBS. Job descriptions may be obtained via Dan Hendley or Ben 
Burkholder. Also, you may see these on our website. If you are interested in 
applying contact Dan or Ben.
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PASTOR'S CORNER 
By Dan Hendley  
 From time to time I make recommendations of podcasts I appreciate so I 
write today to note a new one. It is called The John Batchelor Show, recommended 
by a friend who works in the machinery of the nation’s capitol. Batchelor 
provides commentary on the latest political goings-on but what I really like is 
his focus on history. He routinely interviews authors who have written books on 
some particular facet of history. These last for thirty to eighty minutes and, by 
the end, it is easy to feel you just read the book. I have been learning a great deal. 
If you enjoy history, I expect you will love this show which you can download free 
via iTunes or listen to at the website of the show. 
 As an example, I especially appreciated learning of the Doolittle Raiders, the 
group of American pilots who risked their lives bombing Japan in retaliation for 
Pearl Harbor. Then too I was fascinated to get acquainted with John Hay, a man 
who served every president from Lincoln to FDR in his truly remarkable life.

 
The Blue Room kitchen can be a mysterious 
place. The Hospitality Team will be offering 
a short training and explaining class on the 
“How-tos” of the Blue Room kitchen use 
and clean-up.  If your heart is moved, you 
may also join our newly formed team – THE 
KITCHEN KREW. Even if you don’t want to be 

part of the Krew – this training is necessary if you plan on using 
our kitchen facility in the future. 

     Sunday, August 18 | After Worship | 10:45 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. 
Childcare will be provided along with light snacks. Please 
sign up at the Information Counter. Questions? Contact Susan 
Meeneghan at meeneghans@gmail.com or call at (412) 364-1840.

SESSION REPORT 
 The elders of North Park Church 
have been in a busy season working 
on these matters of importance for our 
fellowship and ministry. 
1. Staff Reviews and Compensation 
adjustments – including a special 
meeting to handle the recommendations 
of our Administration and Personnel 
Committee relative to the Sr. Pastor 
2. Responding to the concerns of NPC 
members arising out of the proposed 
changes to bylaws 
3. Establishing plans to provide staff 
leadership for our children’s ministries  
4. Approving candidates for elder 
and deacon 
5. Evaluating and selecting Josh Kish to 
join the A & P Committee 
6. Funding for our new upper parking lot 
and the 2019-2020 budget

John Hay

The Doolittle Raiders

Have you ever asked questions like:

What is the Blue Room kitchen for? 
 How do you get in? 
How do you turn the stove on? 
 What exactly is a stove?

Features

HOT OFF THE “STOVE” FROM YOUR 
HOSPITALITY TEAM 
by Denise Velarde
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A FOCUSED COLUMN 
by Mark Sharpnack 
 North Park Church aims to make disciples of Jesus who, WORSHIP God 
passionately, CONNECT with each other in caring community, and IMPACT 
the world through word and deed. In January, you heard sermons on our Core 
Values: Christ, Truth, Dependence, The Lost, and Families. This month, we 
focus on Families. 
 Healthy marriages and families are vital to God’s mission in the world. 
The Bible teaches us that God deals not just with individuals but with families. 
Throughout Scripture we see God working His grace and judgment in and 
through families. So, we are committed to helping you with your family. We do 
not want to pull you away from family, but support you in your efforts. 
 That means we invest in what our Youth and Children's ministry staff 
and their teams do. All of this is designed to bring Christ and His truth to our 
children of all ages. But, primarily we are seeking to bless them by raising up 
parents who are fit to serve as examples, teachers, and counselors in hopes that 
we will have whole families, large ones and small ones, that are united in their 
devotion to Christ and equipped to pass on their faith to future generations. We 
want North Park Church to be a fabulous place to raise up young adults who will 
make a difference for Jesus in their generation. 
 This does not mean that we devalue singles. On the contrary, we rejoice in 
you who are single. Whether you are 25, 55, or 75 you are precious to us. You are 
part of our family. All of us come from families and all of us, single or married, 
can understand our point that healthy marriages and children are vital to God’s 
mission in the world.

STEPHEN MINISTRY 
MINUTE 
by Denise Velarde 
 What is the Church really? At least 
one part of the answer to that question is 
this: The church is the body of Christ on 
earth. In 1 Corinthians 12:27 Paul writes, 
"Now you are the body of Christ and 
individually members of it." 
 The Holy Spirit has given each of 
us unique gifts to carry out God’s work 
in the world. It is not easy, however, to 
discover our gifts or to develop and use 
them effectively. That’s why  
North Park Church is offering a new 
Sunday School class Discovering God’s  
Vision for your Life:  You and Your 
Spiritual Gifts. 
  

 Where do you fit into Christ’s plan 
for the world? The answer lies partly in 
the unique gifts God has given you. This 
course will provide an understanding 
of who God created you to be and 
God’s design for Christian community.  
You’ll find clues to your spiritual gifts 
in the inventory and the gifts discovery 
activities. Then you will explore 
opportunities to further develop and use 
your gifts.  
      Be in prayer to see if this is a class 
that God may be calling you to in the 
upcoming Fall Sunday School offerings. 
Stay tuned for additional information 
in the next edition of our FYI. Need 
immediate questions answered?  
Contact Mark Sharpnack at the  
North Park Church office.

YOUTH GROUP  
JULY SCHEDULE  

 

July 4  
No Bible Study 

Due to Independence Day 

July 7 
Summer Sunday #4 

6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Brooke & Gayla Hopkins' House 

251 Robinson Run Road, Butler, PA 16002 

July 11 
Summer Bible Study 

11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
North Park Church 

July 14 
No Youth Group 
Due to Mission Trip 

July 18 
No Bible Study 
Due to Mission Trip 

July 21 
Summer Sunday #5  

6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Brian & Laura Osmond's House 

113 Wescott Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

July 25 
Summer Bible Study  

11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Longjohn's House 

112 Buehner Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

July 28 
Summer Sunday #6  

6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Location TBD

Features
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FAMILY OF THE MONTH:  
by Kelly Laird 
 Let’s play a little game this month. I’m going to give 
you three questions. If you get only one correct, you may 
continue reading. If you miss all three, you’ll need to 
introduce yourself to this month’s family, so you can get to 
know them before you play the game again. Are you in?  
OK, let’s go! 
 1. Who works for PNC Bank as a lead software engineer? 
 2. Who just got married in April? 
 3. Who lives in Millenialville, i.e., Bloomfield? 
If you answered with anyone from the Siger family, you win. 
Now let’s get into the details of those answers. 
 Len and Linda Siger were both born and raised in 
the ‘Burgh; Len in Morningside and Linda in Bethel Park. 
They are empty nesters, with newlyweds Brad and his wife 
Morgan (the answer to question #2) living in the Hampton 
area and Brian living in Bloomfield (question #3’s answer). 
Len and Linda live in Allison Park, only the second home 
ever for both of them! Len was the answer to question 
number 1. He enjoys biking and lifting weights in his free 
time. You can also find him sharing his faith, especially as a 
former Jew. 
 Linda works at PA Leadership Charter School in the 
Student Services area. She runs slides on Sunday mornings 
and also enjoys biking. You can also find her at a weekly 
Bible study, in their bi-weekly care group, or at a monthly 
book club. Brian, Brad and Morgan all work as well, with 
jobs as a mortgage loan officer, financial analyst and system 
analyst respectively. 
 This is a very interesting tidbit of info about these two. 
When asked how the two of them came to be at North Park 
Church, here’s Linda’s answer, “Lenny was raised Jewish, 
but near the birth of our second son he chose to follow 

Christ. I had 
been a Christian 
since the age of 
nineteen after 
being raised 
Catholic. We were 
attending a small 
protestant church 
in our area that had been influential to leading Lenny to 
Christ. As our children grew we felt a need for a larger 
church family. Several people from that small church had 
moved over to NPC and after a few visits to NPC, we felt 
the preaching was excellent and the size would help our 
children connect better with their peers.” 
 Another interesting fact is about their kids’ and now 
their daughter-in-law’s birthdays. Linda says, “Brian and 
Brad were born two years and 2 days apart. This month 
Brian is turning 31 and Brad is turning 29. Coincidentally, 
Morgan (Brad’s wife) shares the same birthday with Brian. 
As a result of the closeness of the dates we have always 
celebrated Brad and Brian’s birthdays together and we have 
now added Morgan to the celebration. It is very efficient!” 
Wow. Just, wow. 
 One more fun fact: The Sigers have two cats, Liberty 
and Freedom, which is ironic, because in Linda’s words, 
“They have neither the liberty nor the freedom to leave the 
house, much to their chagrin.” 
 When you pray, please keep in mind Linda’s aging 
mother and the faith of their children. Their favorite 
scripture verses are Isaiah 42 and Romans 1:16. 
 I hope you’ve enjoyed playing our game and getting to 
know the Siger family!

IMPACT
HELP NEEDED 
AT NEW HOPE'S 
COMMUNITY 
UNITY DAY 
by Ben Burkholder 
 North Park Church’s former 
church plant, New Hope Church, is 
working to promote reconciliation 
between its urban community’s youth 
and the local police at their upcoming 
Community Unity Day on July 6 from  

 
12:00 to 6:00 p.m. Featuring a host of 
fun, games, and a rap competition, 
the goal of the event is to create the 
unity of their local community. 
 They have asked North Park to 
help set up the event from 10:00 a.m. 
– 12:00 p.m. at Horace Mann Field 
(2718 Shadeland Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 
15212). This would involve setting up 
booths, tables, chairs, and other items 
for the event, so you should count on 
some physical labor.  

 If that time is not available for 
you, you can also come and staff some 
of the booths and other activities they 
will have going on throughout the 
afternoon from 12:00 - 6:00 p.m. If 
you’re interested in helping for the set 
up time (10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.), sign 
up at the Information Counter in the 
lobby. If you’re interested in helping 
with activities in the afternoon, 
email Pastor Ben at benburkholder@
northparkepc.org.

Features
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COMPASS: 
CHRISTMAS IN JULY 
by Ben Burkholder 
 Do you ever wish you could 
celebrate Christmas more than once 
a year? This summer you can! The 
next North Park Compass event 
will be a Christmas celebration, 
"Christmas in July" on Thursday,   
July 25, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.  
 We'll gather in the Multipurpose 
Room to celebrate the birth of our 
Savior, complete with a meal, singing 
carols, decorating cookies, creating 
ornaments, taking your Christmas 
pictures, and more! 
 We'll be doing a lot of things.  
First, we'll have a place for your 
family to take family photos for their 
Christmas card, compliments of Kate 
Brown. Come dressed in shorts or a 
Santa outfit for your photo and you 
can be prepared for your Christmas 
card months ahead of time. 
 Second, we'll be packing 
Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes.  
Operation Christmas Child is a project 
of Samaritan’s Purse, an international 
relief organization. Their mission 
is to provide local partners around 
the world with shoeboxes filled with 
small toys, hygiene items, and school 
supplies as a means of reaching out 
to children in their own communities 
with the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
 These simple gifts will be shipped 
outside the United States to children 
affected by war, poverty, natural 
disaster, famine, and disease.  
Shoebox gifts are a way to 
demonstrate God’s love in a tangible 
way to needy children around the 
world, and together with the church 
worldwide, to share the Good News of 
Jesus Christ. 
 Ministry partners distribute 
the shoeboxes to children in their 
communities. After receiving shoebox 
gifts, many boys and girls are invited 
to enroll in The Greatest Journey, a 

12-lesson discipleship program. 
Through the program, local ministry 
partners are able to establish long-
term, caring relationships with 
children and families by sharing the 
love of Jesus Christ. 
 The Compass Team will be asking 
you to donate items to pack inside the 
shoeboxes in the weeks leading up to 
the event. 
 Some of these will include: small 
stuffed or plastic animals (NEW), 
play-doh, deflated soccer balls, 
hairbrushes, combs, washcloths, bars 
of soap, flashlights, toothbrushes, 
band aids, markers, blank notecards, 
scissors, jump rope, stickers, puzzles, 
sunglasses, hairbows, and socks. 
 Additionally, you will be able 
to write a personal note during our 
Christmas in July event to include in 
your box.  We will then store the boxes 
until the National collection week of 
November 18-25, 2019. 
 It is just as important to know 
what NOT to donate for boxes: candy, 
toothpaste, gum, used or damaged 
items, war-related items (ex. toy guns, 
knives, or military figures), chocolate 
or food, seeds, fruit rolls or other fruit 
snacks, drink mixes (powdered or 
liquid), liquids or lotions, medications 
or vitamins, breakable items (ex. 
snow globes or glass containers), and 
aerosol cans. 
 An alternative way to support 
this project is through monetary 
donation. Each box costs Samaritan’s 
purse approximately $9.00 to collect, 
process, and ship. So whether it’s a 
through donated items or monetary 
gifting, everyone can be a part of 
Christmas for a child around the 
world! 
 Finally, we're going to enjoy 
dinner together. The main dish will 
be provided. Last names beginning 
with A-F bring a side dish, G-O bring a 

VBS 2019: ATHENS 
by Jill Benson 
 
Camp Memory Verse:  
Because of His great love for us, God, 
who is rich in mercy, made us alive 
with Christ. - Ephesians 2:4-5a 

  
 We had the pleasure of sharing 
the gospel with 163 campers at VBS 
this year. Throughout the week, 
campers learned about God’s love for 
us as they followed Paul’s dangerous 
journey to share the truth. 
 Our campers also had a chance 
to show God’s love to others through 
our camp mission. Campers brought 
in money to provide backpacks filled 
with school supplies for EduNation’s 
Sierra Leone schools. Our goal for the 
week was to raise enough money for 
100 backpacks. By the end of the week 
we had collected over $2,000, enough 
to fill our goal of 100 backpacks.! 
 All of this was made possible by a 
team of volunteers to which we want 
to extend a HUGE THANK YOU! It takes 
close to 100 volunteers for VBS to 
run smoothly. I don’t have the space 
to list them all here, but I do want to 
especially thank our VBS Junior and 
Senior Camp Directors, Kim Mycyk 
and Alison Sanders. These women 

IMPACT

salad, and P-Z bring a dessert. 
 Please, sign up at the table in the 
lobby to donate, to help set up, bring 
cookies for decorating, or to attend 
the event. We look forward to seeing 
you there. If you have questions, 
email Pastor Ben at benburkholder@
northparkepc.org.
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IMPACT

SIERRA LEONE MISSION: PRAYERS REQUESTED 
by Stacy Tessaro 
 As you read this, the mission team for Sierra Leone is leaving in a few days (July 2) or are already en route. The team 
is preparing to share the love of Jesus using their gifts and talents by training 105 teachers from remote villages that teach 
in EduNations schools. We know that we wouldn’t be able to go on our own strength. We acknowledge that we are walking 
into a dark place and need your prayer support. Here are some details of things that might be helpful to keep in prayer:

 We so appreciate your prayers 
for our effectiveness, outreach, and 
safety. As many of you may be aware, 
our team leader, Joyce Kish, was not 
able to join us due to a sudden illness 
just prior to leaving. Please continue 
to pray for her recovery and for our 
ability to seamlessly fill in the many 
gaps that her absence makes in our 
ministry. 
 And thank you for your generous 
financial support that made this trip 
possible. We are excited to represent 
NPC as we share the materials that 
you have provided and train teachers 
like those pictured below.

spent many hours on the details  
of VBS, making sure everything  
ran smoothly.  
 We couldn’t have done VBS without 
them and are so grateful for all of their 
work. We were also blessed to have 
Holly and Nate Fairfield run our work 
crew this year, providing all the supplies 

we needed throughout the week—we’re 
very grateful for them and their team 
of helpers. Finally, thank you to the 
whole congregation for your support 
with prayer, donations and inviting your 
friends. Campers heard  
the gospel because of your help! 
Thank you all so much!

JULY 2 
Our flight leaves from Pittsburgh at 
noon, but we have a 7 hour layover in 
Newark before taking off. Pray for team 
building and patience, and sleep on  
the flight.

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

God loves us all

God loves us and takes care of us

God loves us when others don’t

God loves us and sent His son, Jesus

God loves us and wants us to share His love

Here Are The Main Points From Each Day:

JULY 3 
We arrive in Brussels at 7:45 a.m. and 
have a 4 hour layover. Pray for our 
luggage to get on our flights and no 
problems with customs in Brussels and 
Freetown when we arrive at 4:30 p.m. 
Pray for safety, energy and a good  
night’s sleep.

JULY 4 
Pray that we have favor to meet with 
the Embassy in Sierra Leone to promote 
EduNations and Samuel’s family to get 
a Visa to travel with him. Safe travels 
to Makeni where we will visit some of 
the schools. Pray we may start to build 
relationships with the teachers in some 
of the villages.

JULY 8-10 
Effectiveness in our training and 
outreach to the teachers. We will 
be teaching on phonics, math, child 
development, thinking skills, and 
teaching for understanding versus 
knowledge. Additionally, Adam Bright 
will be showing the administrators how 
to use the laptops that we bring. Please 
pray that there will not be language or 
cultural barriers to instruction and that 
the training will reap real rewards in the 
education of the students.

JULY 5-6 
Safe travels to Rokassa. May the Lord 
bless our time with Pastor Thomas and 
his church as we are blessed to stay in 
their guest house. Pray for blessings on 
the medical clinic, schools, community 
garden, and all those who work and  
visit there.

JULY 11 
Farewell to the teachers and on to 
Freetown. Please pray for travel mercies 
and an opportunity to enjoy the people 
of Sierra Leone. We will be visiting a 
Chimpanzee Sanctuary on our way to 
Freetown. We also hope for a chance 
to talk to the Minister of Education for 
Sierra Leone.

JULY 13 
Travel to Pittsburgh. Please pray for rest 
on the overnight flight and continued 
health and safety. We arrive in Brussels 
at 5:00 a.m., leave at 10:00 a.m., and 
are back in Newark at 12:30 p.m. We 
leave Newark at 4:30 p.m. and arrive in 
Pittsburgh at 6:00 p.m. Praising God in 
advance for our safe return!

JULY 7 
Thanksgiving that we can worship with 

JULY 12 
Rest and exploring Freetown and 
departing Sierra Leone. Please pray 
for a day of rest along with some 
opportunities to experience more of 
Sierra Leone. We will fly out of Freetown 
at 6:00 p.m.

fellow brothers and sisters in Christ in 
Rokassa. We will be singing a worship 
song for them. Travel mercies as we  
go to Makeni to prepare for the  
teacher training.
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 BIRTHDAYS 
 Jane Moore 
 Rebecca Arnold 
 Terry Meeneghan 
 Nicole Bright 
 Miles McKinney 
 Andrew Kish 
 Samuel Buirge 
 Elizabeth McGlothlin 
 Thad Morris 
 Pat Malcolm 
 Dick Luther 
 Maria Allewelt 
 Trenton Van Oss 
 Kim Haytock 
 Isabella Brown 
 Deborah Furey 
 Timothy Craft 
 James Ludwig 
 Steve Van Oss 
 Susan Dean 
 Alison Sanders 
 Manny Velarde 
 Ethan O'Brien 
 Jane Koska 
 Mark Sharpnack 
 Kevin Sanders 
 John Holtgraver 

 Linda Siger 
 Rebecca Leakey 
 Chris Lamperski 
 Beverly Slais 
 Thomas Mycyk 
 Kiley Librich 
 Matthew Satariano 
 Susan O'Leary 
 Kevin Sherwin 
 Emily Stitt 
 David Arnold 
 Don Bishop 
 Deborah McKinney 
 Spencer Lunt

 ANNIVERSARIES 
 Todd & Holly Murphy 
 James & Linda Ludwig 
 Thad & Kirby Morris 
 Steve & Jodi Van Oss 
 Andrew & Amber Stites 
 Robert & Taryn VanderWeele 
 Jeff & Kayleigh Layden 
 Taylor & Kate Brown 
 Len & Linda Siger 
 Jeff & Kristen Smalley 
 Wayne & Yvonne Darville 
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