
Keep your heart with all vigilance,
for from it flow the springs of life.

Proverbs 4:23 
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     I routinely hear remarks this time 
of year about New Year’s resolutions 
which suggest that no one ever keeps 
a resolution. In the church, this is 
sometimes combined with a hint that 
resolutions are expressions of legalism 
or self-made righteousness and conflict 
with the gospel.  
      Yet, I commonly encounter 
individuals who have resolved to 
lose weight, quit smoking, memorize 
Scripture or budget their money who 
actually succeeded in doing so. 
     Which raises the question of why 
resolutions get dismissed so frequently 
and referred to with derision. Perhaps 
those doing so are seeking to protect 
their own sense of value which might 
be diminished if they have failed where 
others have succeeded. To advance 
the idea that everyone breaks their 
resolutions provides a cushion against 
despair or guilt.  
     Enter the gospel of grace. Such good 
news tells us that our relationship with 
God is secure through Christ despite our 
conduct. So – we can admit and face a 
failure, cushioned not by poor half-lies 
but by rich whole truths. 
     Furthermore, grace also comes to us 
with power to change our affections, 
alter our beliefs and provide the 
infrastructure for real and lasting 
change in conduct. Titus 2:11-14 
wonderfully says: 

"The grace of God has appeared, bringing 
salvation for all people, 12training us 
to renounce ungodliness and worldly 
passions, and to live self-controlled, 
upright, and godly lives in the present 
age, 13waiting for our blessed hope, 
the appearing of the glory of our great 
God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14who gave 
Himself for us to redeem us from all 
lawlessness and to purify for Himself a 
people for His own possession who are 
zealous for good works."
     So, look to Jesus and prayerfully, 
hopefully, humbly resolve away.
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Did You Know

Did you know that Aaron and Kaitlyn Sullivan just became 
members of our church....that Aaron and Kait both played 
college golf at Ohio Northern....that a giraffe can run faster 
than a horse and go longer without water than a camel....that 
Chloe Havener danced at our Women’s Tea and Christmas Eve 
services....that Anna Fox recently danced in the Nutcracker....
that Deanne Alberti was once a dance instructor....that Virginia 
extends 95 miles further west than West Virginia....that Abigail 
Buirge is going to Guatemala over Christmas break to visit her 
sister Olivia....that Ben Burkholder has already bagged two 
deer this season....that cockroaches have white blood....that 
the NPC elders will be retreating January 11-12....that Bonnie 
George is extending her stay and work in Texas....that Ben 
Zaiser is getting married in March....that King Henry VI was 
crowned in 1422 when he was 8 months old....that custodian 
and sound tech, Tom Loar, has been at NPC longer than any 
other staff person....that Dick Luther is a master wood-worker 
and has made numerous items found at NPC....that a BTU 
(British thermal unit) is the amount of energy needed to raise 
one pound of pure water by 1 degree....that Frank Librich 
oversees the counting of our Sunday offerings....that Holly 
Murphy is planning to be a mom for the third time....that every 
two hours someone files a lawsuit against Wal-Mart….that those 
who read the FYI are 23% less likely to sue Wal-Mart than those 
who do not….Did you know these things? I thought you should. 

— Dan Hendley
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by Jill Benson

by Taylor Brown

Our North Park kids had a wonderful fall and Christmas in Sunday School, Children and Worship, and Nursery. As we head into our 
spring sessions, I wanted to remind you of the children’s ministry programs we currently have available:

By God’s grace, 2018 was a tremendous and transformative year for our youth group. The highlights of 2018 include: the Overnight, 
Mission Trip to Appalachia, the Fall Retreat, and the Student Led Services. We hope and pray that God will continue to accomplish 

many mighty deeds in and through our students over the course of this brand-new year of ministry.  

Our winter semester will kick off on Sunday, January 6 with our first youth group gathering of 2019. Taylor will begin a new 5-week 
sermon series about the bigness of our great and mighty God. We’ll discuss and unpack the following attributes of God: He is 
transcendent, incomprehensible, eternal, unchanging, sovereign, awesome, glorious, omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent. After this 
topical study comes to a close in February, we will begin an expositional series through the Old Testament book of Ecclesiastes. This is 
a particularly applicable book for teenagers as Solomon teaches that the things of this world cannot truly satisfy our deepest longings. 
Meaning and everlasting joy can only be found in a loving and reverential relationship with God Himself. On Wednesday, January 9, 
our Middle and High School small groups will start up again and meet every other Wednesday night at the church from 7:00-8:30 p.m. 

Please be in prayer for our ministry to the youth of North Park and the Wexford area. Here’s how you can pray for this upcoming 
winter/spring:  
 • Pray that the Lord would help Taylor and the other adult leaders to lovingly shepherd and mentor our students 
 • Pray that our ministry will help and equip parents to be effective disciple-makers at home 
 • Pray against a spirit of weariness and indifference. This is a busy time of year that has a tendency to tire students out and 
    discourage them 
 • Pray that our winter retreat will be an impactful weekend of spiritual growth (February 1 – 3)

Children’s Ministry Update

Youth Group Update

Children & WOrship 
is held each Sunday during 
the church service. We’ve been 
working our way through 
the early parts of the Old 
Testament this year, focusing 
mostly on stories in Genesis 
so far. We’ll finish our study 
of Genesis with three weeks 
on Joseph this January and 
then will move to stories from 
Exodus,  Joshua, Judges, and Job.

Nursery
for infants through 3-year-
olds is available each Sunday 
during Sunday School and 
church. We currently offer three 
nursery rooms: Infants/Toddlers 
(newborn to 18 months), Tykes 
(2 year-olds) are in the main 
nursery room and Preschoolers 
(age 3 and potty trained) are 
in the Preschool nursery in the 
Children’s Ministry hallway.

Trekkers 
is held monthly for our  
3rd – 5th Grade students.  
There is a time of fun, food, 
small groups and a Bible 
lesson. This year we’ve been 
studying the Beatitudes. 
Trekkers meets from 4 
:30 – 6:30 p.m., on the third 
Sunday of the month in Room 
301. Dinner is served during 
this time.

The new year puts us another 
step closer to VBS 2019! Be 
on the lookout in the coming 
months for details about how 
you can help out with this 
program. VBS will be held June 
17-21. Our theme this year will 
be Athens: Paul’s Dangerous 
Journey to Share the Truth.

2 Year Olds
Tyke Nursery

God Loves Me Storybooks
Mrs. Rachel Sharpnack

3 & 4 Year Olds
Room 206

Dwell: Play Curriculum
Mrs. Stacy Altmyer

5 & 6 Year Olds
Room 208

Dwell: Imagine Curriculum
Ms. Susan O’Leary

1st & 2nd Grades
Room 302

Dwell: Wonder Curriculum
Ms. Susan Burke &

Mrs. Joyce Kish
3rd – 5th Grade girls

Room 309
Pre-Teen Ministry Curriculum

Mrs. Leslie Van Newkirk

3rd – 5th Grade boys
Room 301

Dwell: Marvel Curriculum
Mr. Rob O’Brien

Vacation Bible School
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Leviticus 
with Jim Yoder and Dale Wiggins

Leviticus describes the sacrificial system dictated by 
God to Moses as the basis for fellowship after bringing 
the Israelites out of Egypt. The latter chapters detail 
the walk of fellowship—separation from the peoples 
around them. The value of it all lies in this, that it was 
a picture drawn by the hand of God Himself of the plan 
of salvation. It is a prefiguring of Christ—His graces, 
actions, sufferings, and benefits. It is useful for our 
understanding of the work of Christ in and for us today.

Missional Living for 
the Rest of Us 
with Ben Burkholder

Are you feeling stuck in your “Comfort Circle” and wish 
you could make more of an impact in your world for 
Christ? Please, join us for a journey through Michael 
Frost’s book, Surprise the World: The Five Habits of Highly 
Missional People. Together we will practice five simple 
spiritual disciplines that will turn ordinary activities into 
being salt and light in the world. You too can have a 
profoundly missional life. The cost for the book is $7.

Living in the Light of God’s Love: 
A Study of 1 John 

with Jen Burkholder & Kristin Barnes Brown
Have you wondered what it really means to live in 
fellowship with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in the 
midst of a dark and confusing world? Have you felt 
overwhelmed by the darkness of sin, the confusion of so 
many competing ideas and wondered, “where is God?” 
Join us as we learn more about who God is and how He 
teaches us to live confidently in light of His love so that 
our joy may be complete.
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On October 27, 2018, a mass shooting occurred at the Tree 
of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh, shocking our city not only 

because of the violence but also because of the anti-Semitism 
that motivated the shooter.  When the tragic shooting occurred, 
our very own Doug Malcolm was narrating a book called Steel 
City Jews written by Barbara Burstin. While he was immersed 
in the fascinating narrative of the Jewish people in our city, 
Doug was struck by how many misconceptions abound about 
the Jewish people in our community.
     As a result, on Sunday, January 27 starting at 6:30 p.m., 
Doug is going to give a short lecture of what he has learned 
about the Jewish immigration to, settlement, and ultimately 
flourishing community in the Pittsburgh environs. Please, 
join us to hear about the stimulating history of the Jewish 
community and our own city.

by Ben Burkholder

History of the Jewish 
Community in Pittsburgh 

with Doug Malcolm

Sunday, January 6 | 9:00 a.m.

Are you a young adult looking for community? We    
  will kick off a group for young adults (18-26 years 

old), that meets every other week. We’ll have fun, eat 
some food, make new friends, and work our way through 
For the Life of the World. If you have questions, ask Pastor 
Ben at benburkholder@northparkepc.org.

by Ben Burkholder
Young Adult Ministry Kick off!

fun | fellowship | food

Sunday, January 20 
| 6:00 - 7:45 p.m.

Theology and Devotion in the 
Middle Ages
with Dawson Haytock

The Christians of the church in the Middle Ages wrestled 
with many of the big questions that we face today: 
the Great Commission, faith and reason, church and 
state, grace and works . . .  Many wrestled with more 
fundamental questions: Who is God? What does He want 
from me?   How should I live my life as a Christian?  In 
this study we will explore the devotions of the great and 
simple believers in church history,  AD 500 - 1300.
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It has been an exciting few months after our initial training was complete – five of our six Stephen Ministers have been assigned a 
care receiver and are serving them joyfully to be the extension of our Lord’s love and care in their lives. For 2019, the leadership team 

will begin planning for the next phase of training more ministers and leaders for the growing needs of our community. Stay tuned!
      We are thankful for our Stephen Ministry Team at North Park Church because of their commitment to do the best they can and 
willingness to be guided by the Holy Spirit to support others in distress by being present, listening and sharing a care receiver’s burden. 
      If you are going through one of the ‘rough patches’ that all of us encounter in our busy, complex lives and would like someone to 
share the load for a while, consider speaking to one of our pastors to see if talking to a Stephen Minister would be appropriate. Email 
Mark Sharpnack at marksharpnack@northparkepc.org to receive additional information and to set up a meeting with a Stephen Minister.

by Denise Velarde
Stephen Ministry

Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 
Galatians 6:2

“The thing I 
appreciated most about my Stephen Minister was that she showed up.”

“…he was there 
for me and with 
me and it was a 
very, very special 
relationship.” 

“I really look 
forward to that 
one hour - an hour 
I guess of sanity in 
a time of the world 
upside down.”

“I really did need 
a miracle and my 
miracle came in 
the form of my 
Stephen Minister.”

“It was the 
interaction and I 
think the Christian 
connection that 
really made me 
feel comfortable to 
actually open up.”

“I think of my 
Stephen Minister as 
a representative of 
Jesus for me and as 
a representative of 
the church for me.”

"…and the Stephen 
Minister and the 
Stephen Ministry 
program not only saved 
to my life but changed 
my life and I’ll forever 
be grateful in having 
had a Stephen Minister.”

“Sometimes I would look 

at her and I would just 

almost see God you know 

- because she was just; 

she was grace; she was 

faith; she was trust; she 

was love; she was all of 

the things that God wants 

us to be.”

 “If you’re under anything like the pressure that I was under then wouldn’t you like to be where I am now. You can get there if you take on a Stephen Minister, but you can’t have the one that I have.”

“…it seemed like I 
could go on again 
with life - there 
was hope again.”

Things Care Receivers are saying about their Stephen Ministers:

North Park Church has four strategic mission partnerships with 
organizations and projects seeking to take the light of the 

Gospel to a specific part of the world. One of these partnerships 
is with Living Stone Reformed Mission (LSRM) based in Gonaϊves, 
Haiti. LSRM exists “to establish a reformed church planting 
movement” in Haiti. To accomplish this, LSRM has established a 
seminary to train future pastors, created a grade school to provide 
quality Christian education for the local children, and is looking to 
start its fourth church plant in 2019. God is truly at work advancing 
His kingdom in Haiti. 
      Thanks to your generosity, at the end of 2018, we have been 
able to contribute some much needed money for the ongoing 
function of the Christian Academy of Dociné, the school arm of 
LSRM. As you may be aware, Haiti has been in significant turmoil 
due to lack of work, inflation, and other economic factors, which 
has only increased the needs in Haiti. We are grateful for the work 
we have been able to support, and we look forward to seeing 
other ways we can be connected to the great work that Living Stone 
Reformed Mission is doing in Haiti.

by Ben Burkholder
Missions Partnership in Haiti
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On Wednesday, January 30 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m., we will host 
a talent show, featuring the best talent North Park Church has 

to offer. 
     Solo and group acts are welcome; they can be music, dance, 
comedy, spoken word, drama, etc. We do ask that your performance 
be “as unto the Lord,” with appropriate dress and content; also, 
try and keep it to 5 minutes or less. If you are interested in 
participating, please email Brooke Hopkins at brookehopkins@
northparkepc.org with information on your act, and to find out 
more about the show. 
     We want this to be a festive occasion, so come dressed up, as 
if you were going to a special performance. A meal of pizza will 
be served in the Multipurpose Room starting at 6:00 p.m. The cost 
will be $4 per person or $10 per family, whichever is cheapest. 
If you’d like to bring something to share with others, bring some 
cookies, which will be served after the show!  Otherwise come 
and enjoy the show. 
      Sign up in the lobby (if you’re coming for the pizza dinner) and 
pay ahead of time if you’re able. We look forward to seeing you 
there, under the lights!

Did you know that we are blessed to have several published authors in our church?  All you have to do is take a walk down to the 
Library to find their works!  

     In our new “North Park Authors” section, you’ll find: 

·	 Dan Dupee’s book, It’s Not Too Late, a book about parenting teens so that they continue in the faith into their adult years 

·	 Debbie Furey’s, Refresh Me with Apples, which is a beautiful collection of poems reflecting her deep and artistic ponderings 
from her walk with God 

·	 Doug Malcolm’s, The Virginia Valley, which journeys into the conflicted issues of race and will stimulate good questions about 
the racial issues we face today

·	 Pastor Ben’s Bloodless Atonement? which engages contemporary critics of atonement theology from the Gospels 

     If you need some engaging reading this winter, stop in and check out one of these wonderful pieces. You might just make someone’s        
     day when you tell them you’ve read their work too!

North Park Authors 
Now available in the Library

Stars of the Park 
A Showcase of North Park's Stunning Talent

Upcoming Compass Event: Honoring Local Veterans on 2/25/19



Happy New Year

2019

1 Sally Hilderhoff
 Rachael Piett
 Julianna Kish
2 James Yoder
3 Brandon Gilbert
5 Pam Miller
6 Mushira Mikhael
7 Hunter McGlothlin
 Susan Meeneghan
 Rob O’Brien
10 Joyce Wanninger
11 Suzanne Lish

12 Brandon McGlothlin
 Lisa Arnold
 Kim Mycyk
14 Mike Stitt
 Haley Dzadovsky
 Kim Zaiser
16 Janet Lochner
18 Alana Stites
20 Colin Bright
21 Aaron Sullivan

22 Scott Barber
 Amelia Gilbert
24 Chris Wu
 Rosemary Craft
27 Jeff Longmore
 Anna Fox
 Nick Carey
 Will Fowler
28 Dawson Haytock

BIRTHDAYS

5   Daniel & Beth Fox
8   Jeff & Lauren Fowler
23   Philip & Carla Rooke

Anniversaries


