
He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

Micah 6:8 (ESV)

Gingerbread House 
Construction Co. 
It's time for the annual 
Gingerbread House competition.

Parenting The 
Next Generation 
This new quarterly class 
helps parents with teens.

December Calender 
What's happening this 
month at NPC?
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FEATURES
DID YOU KNOW?

Features

Did you know that Bev Slais is engaged to be married to Thomas Hanrahan in Florida on February 
15……that Chad Fairfield is planning to work for Deerfoot Camp in the Blue Ridge Mountains starting in 
2020……that the University of Nebraska’s football team was called the Bugeaters in the 1890s…..that the 
Burkholders just moved into a new home near their old place……that the Karrs just moved into a new 
home in Mars……that apples float but pears sink…..that Andy and Joyce Kish are going to Israel with Bob 
Stauffer’s group in early 2020…..that Janet Allison is a trained nurse…..that Jane Anzaldi is still working 
as a nurse…..that Airforce One is any aircraft carrying POTUS…..that Ed Rivero married Keely Anthony 
at NPC on November 23……that Ned Fairfield is on the NA volleyball team……that Kelly Laird plays in 
womens volleyball tournaments……that it is bad luck to be superstitious…..that Lauren Fowler has a 
degree from Hope College in Education…..that Rose Timmer is on our youth leadership team…..that the 
longest word with just one vowel is “strengths”…..that Michael Card will perform a Christmas concert at 
Memorial Park Church on December 6…..that the Gettys are in concert with many NPC singers helping 
on December 12 at the Benedum….. that the only English word with a triple letter is “goddessship”….that 
those who read the FYI are 33% less likely to ever use the word “goddessship” than those who do not? Did 
you know these things? I thought you should - Dan Hendley

EVENT & FACILITY USE PLANNING 
AND POLICIES
Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. It certainly has been an honor and a privilege to 
work at North Park Church and to assist you all as you reach out to the community, plan your meaningful, Christ 
centered events, and attend or lead adult and child Christian education. 
 
While the goal has always been to play a supporting role and really be a silent member of the team it appears 
that I have been the one that you hear from most frequently, other than Tom, when you are preparing for an 
event. Recently we have updated the policies and procedures and I would like to inform you of the changes 
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ONCE YOUR REQUEST HAS BEEN RECEIVED THIS IS THE PROCESS:  
1. Pastor Dan approves the facility use. 
2. You receive an email verifying that your event has been scheduled as long as there are no                               
conflicts. I will contact you if the room/time you request is unavailable, and work with you to secure an 
appropriate alternative date. 
3. Susan Meeneghan will contact you regarding any Kitchen use requests, and once she has approved 
your request I will add that to the calendar. 
4. Kelly Laird will contact you regarding any Nursery use requests, and once she has approved your 
request I will add the room(s) to the calendar. 
5. Taylor Brown approves any requests to use Rooms 304 or 306, and once he has approved your 
request I will add that to the calendar. 
6. Brooke Hopkins approves any requests to use Room 107 and/or sound equipment, and once he has 
approved your request I will add that to the calendar.

The Lord has truly blessed us with an incredible facility, the original building (Blue Room, Kitchen, Blackburn) 
to the main building, and we (Pastor Dan, Mark, Tom and myself) are committed to making your experience 
a pleasant one. Recently we have had a few hiccups due to an increase in facility use and the addition of Bible 
Study Fellowship (BSF) on Tuesday nights. Please note that our intention is not to be controlling in any way, but 
we have events Sunday-Thursday and Saturday every week. Due to the increase in facility usage, we ask that you 
request all the rooms you would like to use rather than using them unexpectedly. This is not meant to prevent 
you from using the facility, but instead to ensure that the people who have requested a room will find their room 
in perfect order.

There have been a few policy and procedural changes that are affecting 
the access that you have experienced in the past. Due to the requested 
room set-up and usage, all doors are now locked. Additionally, if you 
would like Tom to set-up your room, a member of your team must be 
present with him to complete the room set-up. Tear down, clean up, 
vacuuming, trash removal, and returning the room to its original set-up 
is the responsibility of the user. You can view the Checklist for Facility 
Use form on the Resources page of the church website. Please note that 
any requests for equipment: tables, chairs, etc. should go to Pastor Dan.

While this all may appear as controlling and sterile, rest assured that the intention is that everyone will have a 
positive experience while using the facility. Please let Pastor Dan know if you have any questions or concerns, 
and feel free to call or email me any time. May the Lord bless you abundantly in all of your endeavors as we work 
together to reach the lost, thrive in caring community, and grow in His knowledge and power. To God be the 
Glory! - Diana Rush, NPC Office Manager

and how to request a room(s) for your meetings and events. You can view the church calendar and events by 
going to the News and Events page (https://northparkepc.org/about-us/news-and-events) and scrolling to the bottom 
of the page. To submit a request for building usage please complete the form on the Resources page(https://
northparkepc.org/resources/event-facility-use). While there are forms in the office, this is the most efficient way to 
submit your request and the response time is faster as well.

THE LORD HAS TRULY 
BLESSED US WITH AN 

INCREDIBLE FACILITY...AND 
WE ARE COMMITTED TO 

MAKING YOUR EXPERIENCE 
A PLEASANT ONE. 

- DIANA RUSH
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FAMILY OF THE 
MONTH: SHARPNACK 
 
You would have to be a new member at NPC to have 
not met this humble quiet couple. They are not quite 
founding members but they are in many ways the 
cement that has held together the founding stones and 
all of the bricks that have been laid on top. Hopefully 
even old timers may learn something they didn’t know 
about Mark and Rachel. 
 
Mark grew up in Washington, PA and Rachel in Parma 
Heights, OH. They both chose to attend Grove City 
College, and had seen each other at F.C.A. events. They 
first met at a dance when Rachel was a senior, and 
they dated some after that, but when Rachel graduated 
two years before Mark she figured it was a good time 
to end the relationship. After majoring in Social Work 
and Sociology, Rachel went to a vocational school and 
became a dental assistant in her hometown, Parma 
Heights. Mark graduated from Grove 
City College majoring in Economics 
and Accounting, and began what 
would be a long distinguished 
career as a CPA with the IRS doing 
auditing. He worked with the State 
of Pennsylvania for three years and 
then the Federal IRS for 30 years. 
 
Looking back it is easy to see that 
God had a plan for Mark and Rachel 
all along, but it unfolded in His time. 
Mark’s auditing job sent him to Ohio 
two years after his graduation, and 
he decided to look up Rachel. Their 
relationship grew, and Rachel’s 
Lutheran pastor father married them in 1985. They 
checked out some nearby Lutheran churches, but 
friends suggested they check out North Park Church 
where a young pastor, Jim Morrison, was preaching in 
what used to be thr Sportsman Club. 

 
In 1990, while still working with the IRS, Mark began 
to take classes at the Reformed Theological Seminary. 
After a time, then Pastor Dan Lacich suggested that 
Mark serve God and the church as an elder. In 1993, 
Mark began the first of many 6 year stints as an elder 
and Clerk of Session. In between session terms, he 
had positions with the EPC at the General Assembly. 
At the age of 40 while God was preparing him for his 
current position at NPC as Director of Administration 
and Connection, Mark suffered a stroke. He could not 
speak or move half of his body, but only 72 hours after 
the stroke, Mark had an amazing recovery. 
 
Meanwhile, Rachel ended her dental assistant position 
when they were blessed with their son, Adam, who is 
now 29, and lives in Raleigh, NC with his wife Abby.  
Adam is a teacher and a soccer coach. Three years 
after Adam was born they adopted Sarah from South 
Korea. Sarah is now 26 and has given them their first 
grandchild, Maejor. After the kids reached school 

age, Rachel worked for Chick-Fil-A 
for twelve years. She has quietly and 
faithfully served the church in every 
way she could…nursery, Children and 
Worship, choir, bell choir, multiple 
terms as a Deacon, meal ministry, 
long range planning, and now as a 
Stephen’s Minister. She has played 
chair volleyball and the cello, and is a 
regular at CBS. 

They do find time for each other, and 
take good care of their marriage.  They 
have attended, and promote to others, 
the 'Weekend to Remember' marriage 
conference.  You might find them 

together on a local bicycle trail, at the Symphony, or at 
every Riverhounds' game.  Rachel’s favorite scripture 
is Romans 15:13 and Mark’s is Lamentations 3:22-23. 
Introduce yourself. If you are one of the few that 
haven’t met them, tell them thanks for allowing God to 
use their gifts in service to the Body before you became 
a part of it. - Jim Ludwig
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December 1 
No Youth 

Group due to 
Thanksgiving 

December 4 
Middle + 

High School 
Small Groups 
7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

North Park Church

December 8 
Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

North Park Church

December 15 
Youth Group 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

Youth Group Christmas 
Party  

 

December 22 
No Youth Group 

due to Christmas 
 

December 29 
No Youth Group 

due to the Holidays

YOUTH 
GROUP 

DECEMBER 
SCHEDULE

CONNECT
Connect

GINGERBREAD HOUSE 
CONSTRUCTION, CO. 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7 
3:00 & 6:00 p.m. | BLUE ROOM 
 
On Saturday, December 7, we will have our annual Gingerbread House 
Construction Party. This is a fun evening of refreshments, storytelling, and 
making gingerbread houses. It’s also an opportunity for you to invite your 
friends and family — especially ones that don’t come to our church — to 
experience a fun family night and to celebrate Jesus’ coming to earth. 
 
To better accommodate more guests this year (that’s why we need you to 
invite them!), we are offering two separate occasions on the same day: 
3:00 and 6:00 p.m. We anticipate each wave of gingerbread builders to  
take a little over an hour. If you know you’re going to come, please, let us 
know either by signing up in the lobby or by emailing at Lori Meek  
at lorimeek@northparkepc.org. 
 
All you need to bring is one can of vanilla icing per person to serve as the 
glue and cement for their tasty creations. Other building supplies will be 
provided by donors. If you’d like to donate candy for the gingerbread houses, 
see the table in the lobby to sign up for the needed supplies. Finally– Please 
pray about whom you should invite! Invite cards are available at the table in 
the lobby.  - Ben Burkholder
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    CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
   SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8 | 2:45 P.M. 

Christmas is a time that many of us will enjoy special events with family and friends. Unfortunately, not 
everyone is able to do so. Many folks are confined to assisted living and skilled care facilities, without family and 
friends. This can be a lonely time for them. Visiting with these folks and singing with them the carols that we all 
love is a wonderful opportunity to brighten their day. It really doesn’t matter how well you sing, it simply matters 
that you share your time and your joy! And bring the kids. Folks love to see the little ones! This is a wonderful 
opportunity for the entire family to be a blessing! 
 
We are scheduled to carol at 3:00 p.m. at local area senior homes (Cumberland Crossing, Vincentian Home, and 
Wexford House) all within 10 minutes of the church. They have all expressed their appreciation for us coming 
and are eagerly looking forward to it. On Sunday, December 8, we will meet at the church at 2:45 p.m., get our 
assignments and song sheets, and depart to sing and visit. We will be finished by 4:00 p.m. 
 
We are also looking for peoplecouples to serve as “leaders/coordinators” for each of the teams. You can sign-up 
to carol at the Information Counter or contact Ben Burkholder at benburkholder@northparkepc.org. 
- Ben Burkholder

PARENTING THE NEXT GENERATION:
MANAGING SCREENS AND TECHNOLOGY  
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8 | 6:30 P.M. | ROOM 112
 
Parenting children and teenagers in an ever-changing society is a very challenging job that generates a lot of 
questions: How do I raise my children in the truth without turning them off to Christianity? How do I teach my 
kids to navigate the difficulties of living in post-modern culture? Pastor Ben Burkholder and Director of Student 
Ministries Taylor Brown have created a new event series that will help parents find biblical answers to these 
timely questions: Parenting the Next Generation.  
 
This will be an event that occurs once a semester and each session will focus upon an important issue that 
parents are facing in this modern world. The kickoff event will be on Sunday, December 8 and it will run 
concurrently with youth group from 6:30-8:30 p.m. in Room 112.  

For the inaugural event, a guest speaker from Anchorpoint Counseling, Dante Massey, will come to present 
upon a very important topic: Managing Screens and Technology. Dante will speak on the effects of screens and 
how parents can have productive conversations with their children about technology. There will also be a time 
of Q & A. This event is free, but you do need to register. You can sign up in one of two ways: email Taylor Brown 
at taylorbrown@northparkepc.org or sign up in the lobby. Please inform Taylor if you need childcare. Invite your 
friends to this event and utilize the flyer's that are at the table in the lobby. - Taylor Brown
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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24 | 5:00 & 7:00 P.M. 
 
The first service, which will offer a nursery for those under four begins 
at 5:00 p.m. with the later service at 7:00  p.m. with no child-care. We 
are planning for one hour (or less) services, with Pastor Dan preaching 
and great traditional Christmas hymnody. Both services will end with 
a candlelight singing of Silent Night. Please plan to come with your 
family and bring a friend for a great evening of Christmas joy and 
praise, as well as a brief gospel message. Please contact Kelly Laird at 
kellylaird@northparkepc.org if you are available to assist in the nursery 
for the early service or for Sunday morning, December 22.

NPC DECEMBER CALENDAR
 

Friday, December 6 | 7:00 p.m. | Memorial Park Church 
Michael Card concert benefiting Edunations (Sierra Leone) 

 
Saturday, December 7 | 3:00 & 6:00 p.m. | Blue Room 

Gingerbread House Construction Co. 
 

Sunday, December 8 | 1:45 p.m. | Meet at NPC 
Christmas Caroling at local senior centers and nursing homes. 

 
Thursday, December 12 | 7:30 p.m. | Benedum Center 

Getty's SING! An Irish Christmas Concert 
 

Sunday, December 15 | 9:00 a.m. | Blue Room 
Advent Brunch replaces Sunday School 

 
Sunday, December 22 | 10:15 a.m. | NPC 

Sunday Worship (No Sunday School)
 

Tuesday, December 24 | 5:00 & 7:00 p.m. | NPC 
Christmas Eve Service (Nursery provided at 5:00 p.m. only) 

 
Sunday, December 29 | 10:15 a.m. | NPC 

Sunday Worship (No Sunday School)
 

Sunday, January 5 - All ages begin Sunday School anew

Connect
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MADE TO FLOURISH: ALL CHURCH RETREAT
APRIL 17-19, 2020 | LAURELVILLE CAMP AND CONFERENCE CENTER

When you start penciling in your 2020 calendar (or adding to your Google calendar), remember to add the All 
Church Retreat the weekend after Easter. Make it a priority for your family! You won’t regret a special time of 
faith building, worship, campfires, small groups and fun!  

As for our speaker Terry Timm, here is what Ben Burkholder says:

“Terry Timm and his ministry capture what most endeared our hearts to Pittsburgh 
in 2009 when we moved from L.A. The first sermon I ever heard in this city was 
about seeking its welfare, and instantly I knew something was different about 
Pittsburgh. That was just not how people talked about Los Angeles nor was it how 
we talked about cities in my rural upbringing. As I was soon to discover, the rich 
Presbyterian influence had cultivated a strong integration between faith and work 
in Pittsburgh’s people of faith that I found deeply compelling.

Terry Timm has been a mentor in my own thinking of integrating faith and work. In 
short, he has been a great asset in helping others understand how their 9 to 5 on 
Monday through Friday relates to what happens on Sunday. We’ve met for lunch 
on occasion where he has never failed to inspire me to help make that connection 
for people whether they were in their retirement years or just starting into their 
careers. Every time I felt stuck, Terry had some insightful gem or stunning story to 
open up a new realm of possibility. No doubt, you’ll find him to be insightful and 
engaging.

I’ve also seen him preach at his church and call his people to take what they 
believe by faith and live it out in the warp and woof of daily life. In fact, his church 
commissions people to their vocations in the workforce to be salt and light in the 
world of business, finance, and the like. I still have much to learn from people like 
Terry and I have no doubt that he’ll be a blessing to us as a church on the retreat. 
I wouldn’t want to miss an opportunity to learn from him, and I don’t think you 
should either.”

Registration will begin in February. Looking forward to a wonderful weekend of relaxation, spiritual 
recharging, and fun! If you have any questions or would like to join the planning team, email Joyce Kish  
at joycemkish@gmail.com  
- Joyce Kish
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IMPACT
ALPHA 
COMING TO A 
CHURCH NEAR YOU 
IN JANUARY 2020 
 
Are you wondering what the next step might be for you 
and the friend for whom you’ve been praying to see 
come to faith in Christ? Perhaps you’ve had some good 
conversations but wish you had more opportunities 
or maybe your friend has shown some interest in the 
faith, but your schedule has not allowed you to get 
together. This is the perfect opportunity for you to take 
the conversation deeper. 
 
In January 2020, we will be starting another Alpha 
course, which introduces the core beliefs of the 
Christian faith in a safe, conversational setting over 
the casual context of a family style meal. Please, 
consider and pray for opportunities to invite your 
friends, coworkers, and family to be a part of this 
exciting adventure of exploring faith together. Details 
will be forthcoming in the December bulletins on how 
to invite others and when we will be kicking it off. 
- Ben Burkholder

NEW HOPE 
CHRISTMAS 
STORE TREE
 
It is our privilege once again to partner with our 
former church plant, New Hope Church, located on 
the North Side in the “New Hope Christmas Store” as 
a part of outreach. Through our church’s donations, 
low-income families on the North Side are able to 
afford presents for their children that they would not 
be able to purchase otherwise. 
 
Those wishing to donate can take an ornament from 
the Christmas tree in the lobby marked with the age 
and gender of a child and purchase an appropriate 
gift. Donations will need to be returned to the church 
by Sunday, December 8. If you are unable to grab an 
ornament, gift cards and cash donations can also 
be given along with hats, gloves, and scarves for  
winter weather. 
 
In addition to collecting gifts, we are also looking 
for people to bake cookies for the weekend of the 
store and to help facilitate the event. See the table 
in the lobby for more details on these opportunities. 
Questions can be directed to Janie Koska 
at janekoska@yahoo.com. - Ben Burkholder
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WORSHIP
STEPHEN MINISTRY MINUTE 
 
Almost everyone knows that Stephen was stoned for upsetting the Jewish leaders, but did you know that he was 
selected as one of the first to serve as a Deacon? His role was to serve those whom the elders did not have time to 
adequately care for because they needed to focus on teaching and leading. 
 
Do you ever wish that you knew what to say or how to act when you meet someone struggling with something 
that has recently happened to them? Well there is hope. I value my Stephen Ministry training for how it equipped 
me for everyday interactions for my opportunity to serve one specific “care receiver.” The training helped me 
to become a better and more compassionate listener. I still mentally rush to judgement sometimes, but I don’t 
verbalize it as often. I also learned that I cannot cure anyone’s problems. I get to be the willing tool that God uses. 
Do you know how to walk with someone, holding their hand, encouraging them without judging them or telling 
them what to do? Would you like to learn how to be process oriented and allow God to be the healer? There is 
going to be another training session starting in February for potential Stephen’s Ministers. 
 
I often hear myself and others repeat the simple phrase, “I want to do God’s will and I’m trying to figure out what 
God wants me to do.” Well maybe the way to do God’s will is to prepare yourself to help God do His thing and not 
try to do yours. I have recently been blessed in many small ways when I am open to engage others, not with my 
agenda in mind, but as a reflection of God’s love and allow Him to accomplish his agenda. Being “used” is a great 
thing when it is God using you. I would encourage you to pray about joining the upcoming training class or at 
least talking to one of the current Stephen’s Ministers or Leaders. - Jim Ludwig

Are you looking for God's blessing, or are you looking 
to help others who are hurting? Stephen Ministry says 
they may be the same thing. Most men and women 
who become a Stephen Minister as a way to help 
others who are hurting quickly discover that God 
blesses them in amazing ways in return. Would 
 you like to be trained to join the team providing  
one-to-one Christian care to people in our 
congregation and community who are experiencing 
difficulties in their lives? 
 
Stephen Ministers are trained to provide emotional 
and spiritual care for those facing a crisis or difficulty 
such as — loss of a loved one, hospitalization, divorce 

or separation, loneliness or discouragement, spiritual 
crisis, job crisis, terminal illness, incarceration, aging, 
chronic illness, birth, relocation, and recovery after an 
accident or disaster. 
 
To hear more information about Christ caring for 
people through people, a Stephen Ministry Meeting 
is scheduled for Sunday, December 8 at 11:45 a.m. in 
Room 106. A new class in 2020 is planned for Thursday 
evenings. - Mark Sharpnack

STEPHEN MINISTRY — GOD'S LOVE IN ACTION 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8 | 11:45 A.M. | ROOM 106

LEADERS 
Mark Sharpnack 

Susan Meeneghan 
Denise Velarde 

MINISTERS 
Rachel Sharpnack 

Manny Velarde 
Nancy Van Sickle 
Mushira Mikhael 

             Jim Ludwig  
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VBS 2020 
THE KING IS COMING 

JUNE 22-26, 2020 
 

It’s not too soon to start planning for VBS 2020 
The name of our camp will be The King is Coming!  

 
Start thinking royal, medieval, kings, princes, knights, princesses, 

and dragons! Please keep an eye out for anything you think might 
be related - crowns at a dollar store, scrolls, ‘jewels’, etc...If you see 

something that you think we can use, please pick it up or let 
one of the directors know about it. Can’t wait for the King to arrive! 

VBS Director: Kelly Laird 
Senior Camp Director: Alison Sanders 

Junior Camp Director: Kim Mycyk

A to Z Challenge — Coming in January 2020
Would you like your child to 'hide God’s word' in their heart? Are they up for 

a challenge? If so, keep an eye out for next month’s FYI and information 
on the A to Z Challenge.

CHALLE
NGE



Patricia Schaefer 
Natalie Smalley 
Joan Castillo 
Daniel Satariano 
Elaine Longjohn 
Judy Brooks 
Katie Wilkin 
Nadia Wickard 
William Wickard Jr. 
Lindsay Altmyer 
Laura Dzadovsky 
John Holt 
Scott Dzadovsky 
Jennie Mycyk

1 
 

2 
3 
 

5 
6 
 
 
 

8 
9 

14 
15

Todd Murphy 
Frank Librich 
Wade Leakey 
Denny Koska 
Jim Baldauff 
Chad Fairfield 
Jon Gay 
Aubrey Mitchell 
Nancy Van Sickel 
Abigail Buirge 
Nicole Hoover 
Kristin Brown 
Laura Wiggins 
Anna Fowler

16 
19 
20 
21 

 
22 
23 

 
24 
24 
25 
27 
31

BIRTHDAYS

11 
12 

 
14 
27 

 
29

James & Mary Warmbrodt 
Bill & Pat Hargest 
Gary & Kelly Laird 
Paul & Jane Anzaldi 
Timothy & Rosemary Craft 
Chris & Annette Wu 
Nick & Rachael Piett

ANNIVERSARIES


