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So flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and 
peace, along with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart.

2 Timothy 2:22

Sierra Leone Report
Hear how the trip went with 
our Sierra Leone team. 

Back To School Supplies 
For Somali Refugees
We'll be collecting school 
supplies for local refugees. 

Missionary Prayer Night
We'll be hosting a prayer night 
to pray for the missionaries that 
we support. 

Two New Hires 
We are happy to announce  
two new staff members.
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FEATURES

Did you know that Amelia Jane Burkholder was born on July 6 to Ben and Jen.....
that around twenty NPC folks are gathering most Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. for Tuesday 
JOY (Just Older Youth), Bible study, worship and fellowship…..that Jeffrey Dunkel 
was elected mayor of Mt. Carbon, PA at age 18…..that Ben Blum is planning to 
attend Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary in the Boston area.....that Erin Daly 
plans to marry Paul Hooker on January 4, 2020…..that Dorothy Geeben was mayor 
of Ocean Breeze, FL at age 96…..that Andy and Joyce Kish sold their home in one 
weekend and are closing on a new home this month…..that we go back to regular 
Sunday hours on September 8…..that Benedict IX was pope at age 11 in 1032…..
that Pat Malcolm recently turned 95…..that Sandy Richardson worked for the 
Chamber of Commerce in Hanover, PA for many years…..that Tim Holt has been 
retired for 33 years…..that both Rocky and Bullwinkle have the same middle initial 
“J”…..that Manny Velarde used to commute from Dayton to Mexico City…..that 
Gabe Hopkins is now a flight attendant for Delta…..that Brian and Jillian Bane 
are moving back to England…..that baseball great Reggie Jackson was considered 
for the role of Geordi on Star Trek the Next Generation…..that the highest blood 
temperature for a mammal is 105ᵒ F for wolves and the lowest is 73ᵒ F in the spiny 
anteater…..that those who read the FYI have 7% cooler blood than those who do 
not? Did you know these things? I thought you should.
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CONGREGATIONAL 
MEEETING 
AUGUST 25 
 Plan to stay an extra hour after 
worship on Sunday, August 25 for 
our annual congregational meeting. 
Session is recommending that our 
congregation call Ben Burkholder as 
an Associate Pastor. Other matters 
to deal with include: Election of 
officers, approval of Sr. Pastor’s 
Salary, Presentation of Budget, 
and consideration of a change to 
our bylaws. Nursery will stay open 
during the meeting. Young children 
can join in.

Features

CONNECT WITH US 

@NORTHPARKEPC

WWW.NORTHPARKEPC.ORG

DID YOU KNOW? 
By Dan Hendley

TWO JOIN NPC STAFF  
 Receptionist - Lori Meek has 
started at the receptionist desk in our 
office. Lori and her husband Jeff have 
been married for 20 years, and have 3 
teenagers. She is a member of Grace 
Community Church in Cranberry, and 
volunteers at The Asservo Project. 
She is a graduate of WVU, has spent 
many years in sales, marketing and 
customer service, and spent the past 5 
years as a realtor for Coldwell banker. 
We are pleased the Lord led her our 
way. Say “hi” to Lori next time you 
visit during office hours.   
Children's Ministries Director - Long-
time NPC member, Kelly Laird has 
agreed to be our Director of Children’s 
Ministries. Kelly comes to us with a 

great deal of volunteer experience 
in our church and 16 years teaching 
at Eden Christian Academy. She has 
a deep love for kids and a desire to 
help families along in their efforts 
to raise them up in the way they 
should go. Kelly is a graduate of Pitt 
Johnstown in Elementary Ed and 
holds a certification in Health & PE.  
She is married to Gary and they have 
threes sons. JD is married to Jules and 
working in Ohio. Drew is at Messiah 
College and Josh at Eden. 

Lori Meek Kelly Laird
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YOUTH GROUP  
AUGUST SCHEDULE  

 

August 1  
Summer Bible Study 

11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Longjohn's House  

112 Buehner Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

August 4 
Summer Sunday #7 

6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Ben & Stacy Reaoch's House 

217 Ennerdale Lane, Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

August 8 
Summer Bible Study 

11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Longjohn's House  

112 Buehner Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

August 11 
Summer Sunday #8 

6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Craig & Leeanne Schweiger's House 

1552 Barrington Drive, Wexford, PA 15090 

August 15 
Last Summer Bible Study 

11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Longjohn's House  

112 Buehner Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

August 18 
Summer Sunday #9  

6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Ross and Christie Wilkin's House 

823 Wellington Drive, Seven Fields, PA 16046 

August 25 
No Youth Group

FAMILY OF THE 
MONTH: 
by Kelly Laird 
 Our family of the month is the 
Sherwins. Let’s jump right into the 
pool! Heide and Dan Sherwin are both 
native to our city. They met in 1976 
through a mutual friend. The couple 
would later find out that they attended 
high school together and actually were 
in the same graduating class. 
 However, the class was so large 
that it was impossible to know 
everyone. They married a few years 
later, on April 25. Kevin was born in 
1988, which makes him 31 as of July 
28. The family lives in Franklin Park. 
 Dan is still working as a 
Manufacturer’s Representative in 
the electrical industry as one of his 
company’s founders since 1977. Today 
the company has two additional 
partners and ten employees. Dan 
studied at the University of Pittsburgh, 
Robert Morris, and Penn Technical 
over a ten year period, attending 
mostly at night due to daytime work 
requirements. Dan does not travel as 
much for work as in the past and is 
generally home four days a week. 
 Heide has been a homemaker 
since Kevin was born after graduating 
from Point Park College and a 
teaching career in the inner city. She 
enjoys reading, cooking, knitting, and 
completing puzzles. Heide’s a United 
States and World history buff and she 
started her teaching in the History 
field. Dan says that the family is 
spoiled because Heide always makes 
homemade meals for them! 

 The Sherwins began attending 
North Park Church in 2003. You can 
find Dan volunteering at Light of Life 
or with the Sonshine ministry. He is 
also a deacon and an usher. 
 Dan was very adventurous 
growing up, participating in 
motorcycling, spelunking, and sky 
diving. Fun fact: Dan loves to go 
skiing in the western U.S. once a 
year, although he hasn’t participated 
in the last few. In his own words, 
“For those that are old enough to 
remember, there was a ski lift tragedy 
in the 1980’s in Vail, Colorado where 
chairlifts plummeted to the ground 
two hundred plus feet, killing multiple 
people. Me and a few friends were 
on the same lift, experiencing violent 
bouncing but were spared the chair 
falling off the rail. This must be one of 
the many times God spared me for a 
future purpose.” Aren’t we glad He did! 
 Kevin is also an usher too. His 
favorite activities include playing 
Wii Sports in the family game room 
and golf. Listening to Kevin’s varied 
collection of music is part of his 
daily routine. Kevin works at Mercy 
Behavioral Center. He loves working 
and has missed only three days in the 
last eight years! Kevin’s best friend is 
Zoe, the family Sheltie. 
 A typical day for Heide includes 
getting Kevin ready for work, 
completing all of her own tasks and 
then being back home in time for 
Kevin to arrive in the afternoon. 
Sounds like an active family! 
 One way to pray for the family 
is the challenge of knowing that one 
day, Dan and Heide will need to allow 

Kevin to move away from themselves 
to a support home. Prayer toward that 
end is always welcome. Say hello to 
Dan, Heide, and Kevin Sherwin next 
time to see them!
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STEPHEN MINISTRY 
MINUTE 
by Denise Velarde 
 Last month we introduced you to 
the new course being offered during 
the upcoming Sunday School hour, 
Discovering God’s Vision for Your Life. 
You will have a variety of teachers 
covering the content and an opportunity 
to hear from North Park ministry leaders 
on serving opportunities and answer any 
questions you might have.

September 8 - December 8, 2019. 
The class will be taught during the 
Sunday School hour and cover the 
following topics: 
 • Introduction and Sign-up 
 • Module 1: What Does God Want Me  
  to Do With My Life? 
 • Module 2: Who Am I? 
 • Module 3: What Makes Me Unique? 
 • Module 4: Unwrapping Your  
  Gifts Package 
 • Module 5: Spiritual Gifts in 
  the Spotlight 
 • Module 6: Love Personified 
 • Module 7: Your Calling

 Discovering God’s Vision for Your 
Life: You and Your Spiritual Gifts can help 
you live your faith more effectively and 
completely. Be part of this opportunity 
for personal and spiritual growth. 
 If you have additional questions 
you may contact: Mark Sharpnack 
(marksharpnack@northparkepc.org) 
or (412) 367-5000 ext. 223.

IMPACT
UNITE WITH US IN PRAYER FOR OUR 
MISSIONARIES 
by Ben Burkholder

At North Park, we have the wonderful opportunity of financially supporting 
a number of outstanding missionaries. While they are all indeed grateful for 
the financial support, they have always surprised me by how much they desire 
people to pray for them even more than the financial support. They believe that 
their ministries only thrive if God is in them and that is why they truly want you 
to pray for the work they do. 
 On Wednesday, August 21 from 7:00 - 8:15 p.m., we are going to do just 
that in Room 112. We will join together to pray for each of our missionaries 
individually and our longterm projects. There will be some informational 
updates regarding our various missionaries, but our goal is to spend most of our 
time in prayer for these people who have chosen to devote their lives to taking 
the message of Christ all over the globe. 
 If you cannot make it that evening but still want to be praying for our 
missionaries, be sure to get the updated 2019 missionary prayer guide available 
at the Information Counter.

BACK TO SCHOOL FOR SOMALI REFUGEES 
By Ben Burkholder 
 As you get your children equipped for school this fall with a host of new 
supplies, imagine what it would be like to go to school without all of those 
new pencils and crayons in tow in a fancy new backpack. Some of our Somali 
friends that we met this past year with “In the Steps of Boaz” aren’t able to 
send their kids to school with new supplies. As you shop this year for your kids’ 
supplies, could you pick up supplies for just one more child? Here are the items 
they’re collecting (one set per child): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 We’ll be collecting items in the lobby August 4, 11, and 18. Questions? Email 
benburkholder@northparkepc.org.

 • 1 Backpack 
 • 24 Pencils 
 • 3 Spiral Notebooks 
 • 5 Folders 
 • 6 Glue Sticks 
 • 2 Erasers 

 • 24 Count pack of crayons 
 • 2 Composition notebooks 
 • 1 Pencil box 
 • 3 Dry erase markers 
 • 3 Highlighters 
 • 6 Pens

Somali Refugees
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SIERRA LEONE REPORT 
by Stacy Tessaro 
 Kushe! (“Hello” in Krio). I do not have Krio words to 
describe how much we enjoyed our time in Sierra Leone. 
We accomplished what we set out to do: visited several 
schools, began to understand the culture, and delivered 
a three-day teacher training. Going forward, we will have 
lots of helpful information to share with those who visit in 
the future. 
 We are looking forward to sharing many stories and 
pictures from our extremely rewarding visit. And I hope 
that many of you are able to speak to the one of the team 
members, Nicole Bright, Adam Bright, Mike Bright, Kristin 
Brown, and Stacy Tessaro, to hear more about our trip. In 
lieu of details about the training and our other adventures, 
two main themes stood out to us from the trip. We were 
overwhelmed with the gratitude of the people, and we were 
extremely impressed with the importance of the work that 
EduNations is doing in Sierra Leone. 
 The theme verse for EduNations is Jeremiah 29:11, “I 
know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for 
your welfare and not for calamity, to give you a future and 
a hope.” Sierra Leone is a very poor country whose people 
have little hope. Approximately 40% of children in Sierra 
Leone have no access to education and over 50% of people 
are unemployed. Thus, the main way that EduNations is 
bringing hope is by providing FREE Christian education 
to roughly 2,700 students who have no other school to 
attend. These are children in extreme poverty, some of 
whom walk up to thirteen miles to school, and many attend 
without eating breakfast and/or lunch. EduNations builds 
the buildings, recruits and pays the teachers, and provides 

all of the students’ supplies and uniforms. Is it any wonder 
that one village surrounded our cars with songs, clapping 
and singing out of pure gratitude for what is being done 
in their village? Others welcomed us with banners and 
gifts. In Rokassa, the local village chief and prominent 
community members presented us with two live chickens 
(which subsequently became our lunch) in a ceremony of 
gratitude, welcome, and approval. The smiles alone were 
priceless! 
 The staff at EduNations is very thankful for our 
support. They are also pursuing ways to use local resources 
to fund the organization while helping with unemployment 
in the community. We visited the farming project where 
they are growing pineapples, cassava, groundnuts, 
cashews, oranges, and producing palm oil. The hope is 
that their farming efforts will provide funds, give students 
practical agricultural experience, and also employ some 
villagers. EduNations also runs a micro-finance office 
that gives small short-term loans to individuals for small 
businesses. This new venture is already raising money 
for the schools while allowing citizens to create their own 
badly needed jobs and income. 
 We were overwhelmed by the gratitude from both staff 
and community members in the villages that EduNations 
serves. And that gratitude is really for you, the members 
of North Park Church. So, we, the Sierra Leone team, want 
you to know that your support of EduNations is VERY much 
appreciated by several entire communities. And we want 
you to know that this work matters a great deal and thus 
is worthy of our continued and even increased support. 
Additionally, we thank you for your support and prayers 
that made this trip possible and successful. Tenki!

Teachers from teacher training

In Rokassa with the church leaders including Pastor Thomas 
in middle.

At the micro-finance office with EduNations



 BIRTHDAYS 
 Doug Malcolm 
 Natalie Karr 
 Mia Wickard 
 Stacy Tessaro 
 Walter Weimann 
 Sara Holtgraver 
 Rhoda Grossman 
 Wayne Castor 
 Paige Longmore 
 Landon Pinkerton 
 Bob Arnold 
 Moriah Burkholder 
 Kristin Lukas 
 Helen Menhorn 
 Brian Osmond 
 Joanne Rimmel 
 Chloe Sanders 
 Peggy Anderson 
 Elias Bolibruck 
 Adam Bright 
 Luther Hopkins 
 Claire McKinney 
 Brooke Hopkins 
 Linda Ludwig 
 Tim Blackburn 
 Shannon Bolibruck 
 Ed Hilderhoff 
 Samuel Miller 
 Lydia Miller 
 Ned Fairfield 

 Michelle Longmore 
 Linnea Fairfield 
 Barbara Hipsley 
 Joey Brown 
 Daniel Haytock 
 Cindi Gregory 
 Joel Morley 
 Evelyn Osmond 
 Victor Ilnicki 
 Allison Gilbert 
 Ian Miller

 ANNIVERSARIES 
 Jim & Kathy Schadel 
 Ryan & Bethany Mitchell 
 Brandon & Mandie Payne 
 Philip & Nancy Van Sickel 
 Steven & Jill Benson 
 Steve & Amy Kendall 
 Adam & Nicole Bright 
 Charly & Helga Klenk 
 Dick & Nellie Luther 
 Ian & Pam Miller 
 Ben & Jen Burkholder 
 Chris & Norma Lamperski 
 Rob & Jessica O'Brien 
 Wade & Rebecca Leakey 
 Frank & Kiley Librich 
 Nate & Holly Fairfield 
 Josh & Julianna Kish 
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