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Luke 12:6-12 12-29-19 

Valued by God   

 

 As we prepare to embark on a journey into another year, even another decade, what are 

your feelings? Enthusiastic? Concerned? Maybe, for some of us, the primary emotion is fear. In 

light of that, I have chosen to speak to us from the teaching of our Lord. Luke 12:1-12 

Under these circumstances, after so many thousands of people had gathered together that they 

were stepping on one another, He began saying to His disciples first of all, "Beware of the 

leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 2But there is nothing covered up that will not be 

revealed, and hidden that will not be known. 3Accordingly, whatever you have said in the dark 

will be heard in the light, and what you have whispered in the inner rooms will be proclaimed 

upon the housetops. 4I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and 

after that have no more that they can do. 5But I will warn you whom to fear: fear the One who, 

after He has killed, has authority to cast into hell; yes, I tell you, fear Him! 6Are not five 

sparrows sold for two cents? Yet not one of them is forgotten before God. 7Indeed, the very 

hairs of your head are all numbered. Do not fear; you are more valuable than many sparrows. 
8And I say to you, everyone who confesses Me before men, the Son of Man will confess him also 

before the angels of God; 9but he who denies Me before men will be denied before the angels of 

God. 10And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but he 

who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him. 11When they bring you 

before the synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, do not worry about how or what you 

are to speak in your defense, or what you are to say; 12for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that 

very hour what you ought to say.  

 

      Our focus this morning will be on 6-7 Are not five sparrows sold for two cents? Yet not 

one of them is forgotten before God. 7Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Do 

not fear; you are more valuable than many sparrows. Now in those two verses there is only one 

command of Jesus. What is it? Don’t be afraid to say it. 7b Do not fear; you are more valuable 

than many sparrows. Don’t be afraid. Ever have someone say that to you? Maybe you’re about 

to give a speech and your buddy says, “Don’t be nervous.” How much help was that? Or you’re 

having major surgery and someone says, “Don’t be afraid” like their saying it will change the 

facts. People don’t quit fearing something just because they are so exhorted. The mind 

generating the fear must have some reasons given to it. A person is fearful for a reason and if he 

is to be fearless he must have a reason also. The exhortation does no good without the 

explanation. The “what” is powerless without the “why.”  Just saying, “Don’t fear” is like trying 

to push a nail through wood by hand. It won’t work. You need a hammer to drive that thing 

home and the hammer is the basis, the reason why you should not fear. Verses 6 and 7 give an 
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exhortation Are not five sparrows sold for two cents? Yet not one of them is forgotten before 

God. Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Do not fear; you are more valuable 

than many sparrows. 3 words: “Do not fear.” And an explanation or reason behind the 

command. The command is so simple I want to move on to emphasize what Jesus emphasized – 

the reason to fear not.  

     Now, I think at this point in Luke’s story of Jesus and the disciples, the reasons for the 

Jesus-people to fear were becoming quite evident. The quarrel between Jesus and the Jewish 

hierarchy was becoming an all-out war. Followers of Jesus were banned from the synagogues 

and berated. The possible costs of discipleship were starting to sink in for Christ’s men and so 

Jesus speaks to the subject. Luke 12:11 When they bring you before the synagogues and the 

rulers and the authorities, do not worry about how or what you are to speak in your defense, or 

what you are to say. Jesus is trying to prepare his men for the frightful things ahead for them.  

Back in verse 4 he said, “Don’t fear men.” And the reason? All they can do is kill your body.  

And again, in verse 7 “do not fear” period and the basis for this is described.  

      Jesus begins his argument by pointing the people to the birds, specifically the sparrow.  

6a Are not five sparrows sold for two cents? The answer to that was, “yes.” The going rate for 

sparrows was actually two for a penny, but they had a buy four get one free deal going. Now 

this represents more than a penny would buy in our society, but the point is, sparrows are cheap.  

They aren’t worth much. And yet, here’s the point – God remembers them all. Now that’s a 

staggering thought. How many sparrows do you suppose there are in the world? And if God is 

mindful of sparrows, surely also robins and bluejays and pigeons. God is no respecter of birds.  

He remembers them all. But Jesus isn’t interested in us knowing that. He wants His disciples to 

know that God cares for them and He presents the, “If this is true how much more is this true” 

argument. We find this style of reasoning many times in the Bible. In Romans 8 it says, “If God 

loved you so much that He gave you His son, how will He withhold any good thing?”  

Elsewhere Jesus says, “If God feeds the birds and clothes the lilies surely He will feed and 

clothe you who are worth much more than these.” That’s the same argument we have in Luke 

12.  If God cares so for sparrows how much more does He care for His disciples! Jesus says 

God values you. Did you know that? For some of you it’s as old as Jesus loved me this I know, 

for the Bible tells me so.” For some of you that is a brand-new thought. “God values me?” For 

all of us it is a truth we can think about and soak in for a while. The Scriptures do give us a 
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basis for a healthy self-image, but if the Bible ever addresses the value of the person, as an 

issue, it is right here in this very short passage.  

     Tell me this – why, why is it in our day that this matter of self-esteem has become such a 

hot topic? Why do people feel a need for self-esteem like they have at no other point in history?  

Maybe it’s the sheer number of us. We feel lost in a sea of humanity. There’s nothing special 

about me. I’m just a number on some computer. One of six billion people on planet earth. That 

can sap your self-esteem. Or maybe it’s the recognition of the size of the universe. Endless 

galaxies bigger than our own. Compared with this, to say that we are a speck of dust is to 

overrate us. It’s the same sentiment David expressed when he said Psalm 8:3-4a When I 

consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars, which You have 

ordained; 4What is man that You take thought of him. It does make you wonder if you matter at 

all. But I think unquestionably the biggest reason why we, in our day, are experiencing a self-

esteem crisis is the impact of evolutionary theory on our world. The precepts of evolution rob 

men of any special place in the cosmos. Even the statement that the disciples of Jesus are more 

valuable than sparrows is contradicted by the evolutionist. If you buy into evolution and its 

implications you have no basis for self-esteem. I mean, who do you think you are? Your daddy 

was a monkey, your granddaddy was a fish, and your great-granddaddy was a hydrogen 

molecule. The difference between beings can only be found in their degree of complexity.  

We’re told that the idea of man’s special creation in the image of God is unscientific religious 

nonsense. But please -- evolutionists have no right at all to talk about self-worth or human 

dignity. If man comes from slime and will return to slime what possible basis do I have for a 

healthy self-image? That teenager who feels like a big nobody, the one who takes his own life in 

suicide and maybe shoots up his class before he does, what had he done or felt that is not 

supported by his science teacher? If you are an overgrown germ, you have no value. All the 

shootings in our schools the last decade have raised some serious questions. What are we to do 

about it? What is the solution? It could be that the truth is the solution, the truth that you and I 

were made by God in His image, to live for His glory. Scriptural truth taken intravenously will 

solve the problem. Jesus here teaches plainly that we are of great value, of great value to the 

very God who made all the galaxies and all the men and all the sparrows. When you realize that, 

your life takes on new meaning. You know you’re somebody. But God’s voice in Scripture isn’t 

the only voice people listen to. They are tuned in to music and teachers and TV shows and 

advertisements that say, in various ways, “you are nobody. You are worthless.” When I was a 
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kid I love the Peanuts cartoon strip. I remember a series of Peanut cartoons in which Snoopy 

picked up the nickname, “ole Dime a dozen.” Schroeder remarked on how expensive a certain 

dog was, and asked Charlie Brown, “How much is Snoopy worth?” He said, “Oh, dogs like 

Snoopy are a dime a dozen;” and from that point the kids called him, “old dime-a-dozen.”  

Well, Snoopy didn’t go for that at all. A few days later and he said to himself, “If one more 

person calls me ole dime-a-dozen I think I’ll bite em”. And you know, that’s what always 

happens. Someone keeps getting put down and put down and put down until they can’t take it 

and they bite - with drugs or crime or suicide or rebellion. 

     Yes, we do have a self-esteem crisis because we have a beliefs crisis. We have chosen to 

listen to what the world says about us instead of believing God. And what does the world say 

we should base our self-esteem on? When someone who speaks apart from Scripture on this 

subject exhorts you to feel good about yourself what reasons do they give? They list your 

abilities, or your positive qualities. They say you are valuable because you’re good or helpful or 

useful. But, I have a warning for you. The world grades on the curve and a lot of us won’t cut it.  

You are tested on success, wealth, prestige – this is what they think matters and some of us 

don’t have those things. The not-so-bright student or the not-so-athletic boy, or the not-so-pretty 

girl hear it from TV and their peers: “dime-a-dozen” and it eats away at you till you’re ready to 

bite someone, or bite yourself. Success and the approval of others becomes so critical because 

your emotional health depends on it.   

   Enough about the world’s lies. Let’s talk about God’s truth – the truth that gives 

significance and security to a believer is simply but powerfully that God loves you. Your Maker 

cares about you. Jesus even goes so far as to call God our Father! Amazing facts! Jesus says in 

Luke 12:7 Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Do not fear; you are more 

valuable than many sparrows.That says we are valued – but why? Not because we’re at the 

head of the class, or we’ve done well or anything like that. It’s not about what we achieve, but 

what we receive. It’s not about any position or any achievement. My self-worth as a Christian is 

something I can neither gain nor lose. My worth is found in God’s loving care over me, in my 

relationship to the Lord of heaven and earth. Jesus expresses this in a couple of ways. In so 

many words He says, “God doesn’t forget you.” He says of sparrows, “not one is forgotten by 

God – you are worth more than sparrows – so you aren’t forgotten either.” God, remember, is 

mindful, He thinks of me. Wow that’s neat! When I read this, I thought of two pastors I know 

who are well-known, with large churches. One of them I’ve met a dozen times and every time 



 5 

for him is like the first time. He doesn’t remember my name, my face, my rank or my serial 

number. Every time I re-meet him I think, “surely he will at least recognize me” but no sir, and 

frankly it makes me feel like a nobody. The other pastor is just the opposite. Every time I see 

him he comes right up and says, “Hey, Dan, how’s it going?” I know he remembers me and that 

makes me feel important. Jesus here says that the King of heaven, who moves the hand of 

history, who directs the stars, this great and awesome God remembers you. Who cares whether 

the town mayor knows your name or not? God knows all about you. And this is to be a source 

of comfort for us. We sometimes feel deserted by God, forgotten. We may refer to a certain 

place as a “God-forsaken wilderness.” Sometimes your life feels like that but Jesus promises us 

it is not true. You may forget God but He hasn’t forgotten you and when you turn to the Lord at 

a time of need it’s because He has gotten your attention – not the other way around. 

      The second way Jesus expresses our value to God further proves the point 7a Indeed, the 

very hairs of your head are all numbered. Does anybody know you this well? God has detailed 

knowledge about you. Most of you have quite a few hairs on your head. How many depends on 

the color of your hair. I’ve heard that blondes have more fun, but I’ve also learned that blondes 

have more hair. Your average blonde has 145,000 head hairs. If your hair is dark 120,000. Red-

heads average a mere 90,000 hairs. Of course, some of you brothers wouldn’t keep God 

occupied in counting very long at all. But the whole point of this is that God greatly values you.  

You are so very precious to Him that every hair matters. Charles Spurgeon writes this: “If you 

sold a farm you might count the trees, but not the branches and the leaves; but if you sold a 

jeweler’s shop, you would count all the pins, and all the diamond rings, because everything is 

precious there; now God reckons everything about his people to be so precious that He even 

takes stock of the hairs of their heads.  How precious in the sight of the Master his saints are!” 

If the hairs are so valuable what is the head worth?  If the head is so valuable what is the soul 

worth?   

      How do you answer a question like that? What is something worth? How do you 

determine value? Typically, we do it by calculating what you could buy or sell it for. What is 

your house worth? Not as much as it was a year ago is it? An item’s value is what someone will 

pay for it. What did God pay for your soul? I Peter 1:18-19 You were not redeemed with 

perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 

19but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. Friend, 

that should strike a death blow forever to your negative self-image. If you are a child of God 
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you are the most precious commodity on earth. Acts 20:20 says the church has been purchased 

with the blood of God. Christian, you are a precious treasure in God’s sight. Can you look at the 

New Testament, claim to be one of the saved, one of God’s children and then bemoan your own 

worthlessness? God forbid. John 8:32 You will know the truth, and the truth will what? The 

truth will make you free. Free from self-pity and self-hate and self-degradation. The truth of 

God’s immeasurable love doesn’t make us proud, but it does make us valuable. Here in the vast, 

wonderful, detailed care and fatherly love of God for us is every reason to have a healthy dose 

of Christian, Biblical self-esteem. 

     Here also is reason not to fear. And we go back where we began. The command of our 

Lord is, “Don’t fear.” The basis is our value in God’s eyes. Now, let’s tie the two together.  

When you know you are valued, you are secure. The wife who knows her husband loves her 

more than all else is secure with him. The worker who knows his company really values him 

feels a job security. But if you don’t believe your spouse or your company values you, what do 

you fear? Getting dumped, or forgotten. God doesn’t want us living with that fear. You don’t 

want you kids living with that fear. You hope they know you treasure them and God wants us to 

know He treasures us and to be secure in that. You may have heard this: Said the robin to the 

sparrow, I should really like to know why those anxious human beings rush about and worry so. 

Said the sparrow to the robin, Well, I think that it must be that they have no heavenly Father 

such as cares for you and me. 

     No commentary needed. Trust in a sovereign God, and fear of people and things are 

mutually exclusive. You know Psalm 23:4 Yea though I walk through the valley of the shadow 

of death, I shall fear no evil, for Thou art with me; thy rod and Thy staff, they comfort me. 23:1a 

The LORD is my shepherd. The Lord cares for us. Romans 8:31-39 What then shall we say to 

these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32He who did not spare His own Son, but 

delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things? 33Who 

will bring a charge against God's elect? God is the one who justifies; 34who is the one who 

condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of 

God, who also intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will 

tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36Just as it 

is written, “FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY LONG; WE WERE 

CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED." 37But in all these things we 

overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, 
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nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor 

height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, 

which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.     

      Oh, let that speak sweetness to your soul. Don’t let this world tear you down. Don’t let 

this world make you fear. Say to yourself over and again, “I am precious to my Lord, I am 

precious to my Lord.” He has shown His love at Calvary. He has told it in His Word. Let the 

truth Christ speaks sink in. You are valued by the King. In the play “Man of LaMancha” Don 

Quixote sees a certain woman. Aldonza is her name. She’s a waitress by day and a prostitute by 

night. She serves the drunken camel drivers. The man of La Mancha says to this harlot, “My 

Lady.” She looks at him and exclaims, “Lady?” Some camel driver makes a pass at her and she 

squeals, she laughs. The Man of La Mancha says, “Yes, you are My Lady, and I shall give you a 

new name. I shall call you Dulcinea. You are My Lady… you are My Lady, Dulcinea.” Once, in 

distress, not comprehending him, when they are alone, she says, “why do you do and say these 

things? Why do you treat me the way you do? What do you want from me? I know men. I’ve 

seen them all; I’ve had them all; they’re all the same. They all want something from me. Why 

do you say these things? Why do you call me Dulcinea? Why do you call me your Lady? What 

do you want?” He says, “I just want to call you what you are…you are My Lady, Dulcinea.” 

      Later there is a horrible scene backstage. You hear screams … she is being raped. She 

runs onto the stage. She has been insulted with the ultimate indignity and she’s crying and 

hysterical, dirty and disheveled. Her blouse has been torn off and her skirt is ripped. He sees her 

and says compassionately, “My Lady, Dulcinea, Oh, My Lady, My Lady.” She can’t stand it 

and cries, “Don’t call me a Lady. Oh God, don’t call me a Lady. Can’t you 

see me for what I am? I was born in a ditch by a mother who left me there naked and cold 

- too hungry to cry. I never blamed her. She left me there hoping I’d have the good sense to die. 

Don’t call me a Lady. I’m only a kitchen wench reeking with sweat. I’m only a harlot men use 

and forget. Don’t call me your Lady. I’m only Aldonza. I am nothing at all.” As she runs into 

the night of self-flagellation he calls out, “But you are My Lady.” The curtain drops. The 

curtain rises, The Man of La Mancha is dying, like our Lord, from a broken heart, despised and 

rejected of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. To his deathbed comes a Spanish 

Queen with a mantilla of lace. She kneels, makes the sign of the cross, and prays. He opens his 

eyes and says, “Who are you?” She replied, “My Lord, don’t you remember? You sang a song, 

don’t you remember? ‘To dream the impossible dream, to fight the unbeatable foe, to bear the 
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unbearable sorrow, to run where the brave dare not go….’  My Lord, don’t you remember?  

You gave me a new name, you called me Dulcinea.” She stands proudly, “I am your Lady.” 

     God calls us His beloved children and His bride. We are prone not to take Him 

seriously. At times we even say, “Lord, don’t call me that. I’m not worthy of that.” But God 

continues to call us His children and affirm His love. And as the truth finally sinks in we are 

transformed by it. Like Aldonza the kitchen harlot became Aldonza the Spanish queen, so we 

may rise in newness of life and be more than conquerors through Him who loves us. 

  

 


