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Philippians 4:10-20 11-24-19 

Perspective on Giving 
 

If you have been around the church very long you have participated in stewardship 

campaigns in which you are challenged about your commitment to give to the Lord and to your 

church. A friend of mine suggested a different approach -- corporate sponsorships. You know this is 

a big thing these days, especially in professional sports. All the stadiums and the bowl games are 

named after some company now. And someone suggested the church look into this. We could have 

the Home Depot offertory, or the Best Buy Scripture Sheet. Here is one church that took this idea to 

its logical conclusion – the Doritos Cool Ranch Assembly of God. This church is in California, of 

course. But here at North Park Church we try to do things according to the book, and God’s plan for 

funding His church is for His people to give. Today we want to get some perspectives on giving 

from the pen of the apostle Paul. Let’s read Philippians 4:10-20 

But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at last you have revived your concern for me; indeed, 

you were concerned before, but you lacked opportunity. 11Not that I speak from want, for I have 

learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am. 12I know how to get along with humble 

means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have learned the 

secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need. 13I can do all 

things through Him who strengthens me. 14Nevertheless, you have done well to share with me in my 

affliction. 15You yourselves also know, Philippians, that at the first preaching of the gospel, after I 

left Macedonia, no church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving but you alone; 16for 

even in Thessalonica you sent a gift more than once for my needs. 17Not that I seek the gift itself, but 

I seek for the profit which increases to your account. 18But I have received everything in full and 

have an abundance; I am amply supplied, having received from Epaphroditus what you have sent, a 

fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God. 19And my God will supply all your 

needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 20Now to our God and Father be the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

As I grew up, I was not much of a letter-writer. Outside of sending my parents post-cards from camp 

I can’t recall writing a single personal letter until I was out of high-school, except for thank-you 

notes. My mother always made me write thank-you notes for gifts I had received and sometimes that 

was a drag! Some gifts didn’t seem to be worth the effort to write a note for, but I had to anyway. 

So, not only did I face a return to school after Christmas, I also had a long list of thank-you notes 

waiting to be written. And usually I would finish sometime in April. Now, every occasion and every 

gift does not necessarily call for the writing of a note, but thank-you notes are still a good habit, and 

it may have helped my attitude toward this task, as a youngster, if I had known that thank-you notes 
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had a Biblical precedent and basis. In fact, one book of the Bible, Philippians, is, in part, a thank-you 

note. And we find that the apostle reserves this closing portion of his letter to express his gratitude 

for the gift sent to him from the Philippian church. Now your application of this passage may be to 

go home and write thank-you notes. But there is something else in these closing verses for us. 

Because, as he gives thanks for the gift, the apostle also teaches and he provides for us a biblical 

perspective on giving.  

      How do you view your monetary support of the Lord’s work? What does it mean to you? 

How do you perceive it? Let’s dig in and see in our text, a Biblical perspective on giving. This 

passage and my comments on it are far from comprehensive but ponder four thoughts drawn straight 

from the text.  

     #1 is that financial giving is an expression of concern. We see this from verse 10. 10ab But 

I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at last you have revived your concern for me. When he says 

“concern” he means “financial support.” There is this close of a relation between the two. But then 

he does make a distinction 10c you were concerned before, but you lacked opportunity. Now, for 

some reason, either their own poverty or Paul’s travels or lack of a courier, they could not send Paul 

a gift, but when they could, they did. So, we see that concern plus opportunity results in a gift. 

Concern is the state of the heart and giving is the outward expression of it. Jesus said, where your 

treasure is, your heart is. And the relation of these two means that giving is a thermometer of our 

love. You can give without loving, but you, normally, cannot love without giving.  

      Now, as an expression of concern, giving is also an expression of your values. You are 

concerned about what you think is important. So, would you not agree that  a reasonably accurate 

account of your values would be seen in your bank statement? When you look at your cancelled 

checks, or maybe at your online bank statement, what do you see? You see that you consider your 

family housing to be important, and you value your health, but you do like to keep your taste buds 

happy, and ah-ha, you pay your taxes, so you value your freedom too. What else would? Does the 

rest reveal a person who, like the Philippians, is concerned for the needs of fellow Christians? Does 

it reveal that you are someone who is concerned about the work of the gospel and the word of God? 

Or, does it reveal a streak of selfishness? Does it show that you value personal pleasure more than 

the well-being of others?  

      It is a sad commentary on the state of our national values that last year more money was 

spent on cocaine than was given to all the charities put together. And maybe, for church people the 
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object of affection isn’t cocaine but it is too often personal pleasure of another sort in which we 

invest in a big, big way. The missionary and martyr, Jim Elliot, said of American church-goers that 

“their condemnation is written in their bank books and in the dust of their Bible-covers.” I hope that 

your bank account shows something better of you. I hope it shows godly concerns. And I hope that, 

as you plan out your budget for future months and future years that you ask yourself, “What things 

are most important, what really counts?”  

     The second perspective on giving that Paul gives us here is that it is a basis for reward. 15-

17 You yourselves also know, Philippians, that at the first preaching of the gospel, after I left 

Macedonia, no church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving but you alone; 16 for 

even in Thessalonica you sent a gift more than once for my needs. 17Not that I seek the gift itself, but 

I seek for the profit which increases to your account.  Well, here the apostle is dispensing investment 

advice isn’t he? He is telling you how to turn a profit, where to invest your money. How many of 

you here invest in the stock market? Did you hear the latest stock market report? Here is the report 

going into the weekend, helium was up, feathers were down. (get it “down”) Paper was stationary. 

Elevators rose, while escalators continued their slow decline. Mining equipment hit rock bottom. 

The market for raisins dried up. Coca-Cola fizzled. Balloon prices were inflated. There you go. But 

the world is always looking for a better investment. And so should we. Well here it is. The apostle 

envisions some heavenly accountant who keeps careful records of the deeds of the saints, in order 

that the Sovereign God might dispense his rewards accordingly. And the clear implication here is 

that the Philippians will have a reward for their generosity. Now they’re not going to be saved or 

justified by giving. Justification is by grace thru faith. Rewards however are by grace – according to 

works. By grace, according to works. And one of those good works is giving. Paul says clearly that 

there is a profit that increases to your account. Proverbs 11:24-25 There is one who scatters, and yet 

increases all the more, and there is one who withholds what is justly due, and yet it results only in 

want. 25The generous man will be prosperous, and he who waters will himself be watered. This is a 

strange principle to the worldling. It is understood only by divine reasoning. It says the more you 

give away the more you receive. And if you are stingy you lose out. Proverbs 19:17 One who is 

gracious to a poor man lends to the LORD, and He will repay him for his good deed. What kind of 

interest rate do you think God pays? He is the God who multiplies. So, how much are you going to 

invest in God? That depends on how much you want to receive. II Corinthians 9:6 Now this I say, 

he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap 
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bountifully. You reap what you sow. 10-11 Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for 

food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness; 

11you will be enriched in everything for all liberality, which through us is producing thanksgiving to 

God. It is pretty clear isn’t it? Monetary giving, if done rightly, results in rewards for the giver. God 

determines the timing of the reward and God determines the nature of the reward. You may 

experience financial reward, but according to the passage we just read God promises givers that he 

will increase the harvest of their what? Their silver? Their wheat? Their jewels? No, their 

righteousness. Give money, get back righteousness? What a bargain that is! The worldly man won’t 

go for that, but the man of God says, “Let’s make a deal!” My point is – God will reward as He 

pleases. And I would also say when He pleases. Your reward may be in this life, but Scripture points 

more frequently toward the life beyond. Luke 12:33 Sell your possessions and give to charity; make 

yourselves money belts which do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes 

near nor moth destroys. This is the financial advice of Jesus Christ. And when Jesus Christ talks, 

people listen. Oh no they don’t. They plug their ears and run away. That’s what the rich young ruler 

did when Jesus gave him this advice. Luke 18:22-23 Jesus said to him, "One thing you still lack; sell 

all that you possess and distribute it to the poor, and you shall have treasure in heaven; and come, 

follow Me.” 23But when he had heard these things, he became very sad, for he was extremely rich. 

This guy knew that the treasure referred to in verse 22 wasn’t money and his investment would not 

be repaid in this life and that there was substantial penalty for early withdrawal and he said, “No 

go.” but to the man of faith, this is an exciting investment opportunity. Heaven is your bank and God 

is your banker. But, you can’t take it with you, right? But did you hear the one about the fella who 

decided to try? What he did was gather together three preachers whom he figured he could trust. 

There was a Catholic and a Baptist and a Presbyterian. And this very wealthy man gave to each of 

these preachers $100,000 in cash and asked them when they came to his funeral to slip that cash 

inside his coffin. So, the day came when the man died and was buried. The three preachers attended 

the funeral and each of them walked by the casket and placed something inside. Afterwards they 

were talking and the Catholic fella was feeling so guilty he had to confess to the other two. He said, 

"I've got to confess to you men that I didn't put in the entire $100,000. I took out 10% for the 

church." The Baptist fella said, "Well, yea, now that you mention it, I did too, except I took out half 

the money." Well, the Presbyterian was indignant, he said, "Shame on you men. I can't believe you 

would do that. Why the very day I was given the money I put all of it in the bank and today as I 
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passed the coffin I slipped in a check for the entire amount." But what's the problem with that? You 

can't cash out of state checks in heaven. You can't take it with you - but what Jesus wants us to know 

is that we can send it on ahead by investing it in His kingdom. That is how you lay up treasure in 

heaven, where it is totally safe and where the interest rate is out of this world. Proper giving means 

reward – the what and the when of the reward are up to God.  

     Now some people have problems with this whole reward business. They want to do good 

just for goodness sake and don’t care for the rewards. That’s fine. I’ll be happy to take your rewards. 

The fact is, Jesus presents heavenly reward as an incentive. It must be okay. The reward motive is 

legitimate although it is very sad if it is your only motive for giving. The act of giving has several 

motivations. And that brings us to perspective #3.  

      Our third perspective on giving is that it is a form of worship. 18 But I have received 

everything in full and have an abundance; I am amply supplied, having received from Epaphroditus 

what you have sent, a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God. Now, don’t 

conclude from this that they sent Paul scented candles or perfumed sheep. This is just the language 

of worship, and Paul is saying that the gift he received was received by God, as a worship-gift. You 

see, the words “fragrant aroma” and “acceptable sacrifice” come from the language of Old 

Testament sacrifice. And in Scripture, sacrifice is worship and worship is sacrifice. In Genesis 4, 

Cain and Abel came to worship God, bringing sacrifices. Noah sacrificed as worship. Abraham 

offered animal sacrifices to worship. In the day of Moses, God gave specific instruction concerning 

worship, which was to be done with sacrifices. And in all these cases, it was crucial that the sacrifice 

was “acceptable, pleasing to God.” And, if it was, we read that the gift was a fragrant aroma to the 

Lord. This is how they worshipped – by sacrifice. And this is how we worship as well. New 

Testament worship involves sacrifice of oneself. Romans 12:1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the 

mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your 

spiritual service of worship. This was the essence of worship. But also there is the sacrifice of praise 

and thanksgiving mentioned in Hebrews 13:15 Through Him then, let us continually offer up a 

sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name. In Revelation 5 we 

read of the prayers of the saints being offered as incense to God and here in Philippians 4 we see that 

giving of one’s wealth is an acceptable sacrifice, an acceptable and desirable form of worship. This 

is precisely why a collection of the offering is included as part of the worship service. It isn’t simply 

the best way to get people to give, it is true worship, and should be treated and seen as such.  
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      Now, since our giving is a form of worship and sacrifice, to make it acceptable we must be 

sure we follow the cardinal principles for sacrificial worship. Two Scriptural guidelines come to 

mind right away. First, for a sacrifice to be acceptable it must cost you something. If it doesn’t cost 

you anything it is not acceptable. Are you ready for Thanksgiving? Your turkey all set? Gonna 

smoke it? Fry it? Bake it? One year it seems the Butterball Turkey Company set up a telephone 

hotline to answer consumer questions about preparing holiday turkeys. One woman called to inquire 

about cooking a turkey that had been in the bottom of her freezer for 23 years. That's right—23 

years. The Butterball representative told her the turkey would probably be safe to eat if the freezer 

had been kept below zero for the entire 23 years. But the Butterball representative warned her that 

even if the turkey was safe to eat, the flavor would probably have deteriorated to such a degree that 

she would not recommend eating it. The caller replied, "That's what I thought. We'll give the turkey 

to our church." That kind of thinking isn’t new. The prophets of the Old Testament were angered at 

the people of Israel because they offered sick and lame animal for sacrifice when they were 

supposed to offer to God the best of the flock. Their sacrifice was to cost them something. They 

should feel it. There is an interesting story in II Samuel 24. David the king had sinned and was 

preparing to worship God and pray that God would take away the plague He had sent on the land. 

and this prophet named Gad came to David and told him to build an altar on the property of a man 

named Araunah. When David arrived at the property Araunah offered the land to the king as a gift, 

and he offered his animals for sacrifice, but David said to the man that he could not accept the gift 

because he could not offer to God sacrifices that had cost him nothing. You see the spiritual 

principle there? If your attitude is “easy-come, easy-go” that’s not a sacrifice is it?  

      How does that apply to your giving? No one can really say how much you ought to give, 

but I think CS Lewis is on target when he writes this in Mere Christianity. (pg.81-82) I am afraid the 

only safe rule is to give more than we can spare. In other words, if our expenditure on comforts, 

luxuries, amusements, etc, is up to the standard common among those with the same income as our 

own, we are probably giving away too little. If our charities do not at all pinch or hamper us, I 

should say they are too small. There ought to be things we would like to do and cannot do because 

our charitable expenditure excludes them. You want to feel it. It is to really be a sacrifice.  

     The second rule for giving that can be derived from the sacrificial system of the Old 

Testament is that it must not be simply an outward service, but an expression of your heart’s 

devotion. Worship is to be in Spirit; it is to be joyful and so it is with giving. II Corinthians 9:7 Each 
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one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves 

a cheerful giver. Just be glad you have enough to give to God, and rejoice as you do it. But it says 

also, “not grudgingly or under compulsion.” Such giving may help the church but it is not pleasing 

to God. It’s not true worship. I remember years ago a friend telling me about a letter his son wrote to 

his parents from camp. The parents got the letter and were so thrilled that their boy had written them. 

He told all about his time at camp and how appreciative he was of them as parents and you can 

imagine that Mom and Dad were just  beaming as they read this. And then, on the bottom of the 

page it said, “P.S. My counselor made me write this.” Boy did the kid ever blow it! And you will 

blow it too unless your giving to God is done willingly, gladly, not under compulsion. For a 

monetary gift to the Lord’s church, to His people, to the needy is a form of sacrifice and worship. It 

is worth doing right.  

     Our fourth and final perspective on worship from Philippians 4 is that it is a fruit of our 

trust in God. 19 My God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 

This is not only a word of blessing and assurance from Paul, but it is a truth that lives within the 

heart of every giving saint. You may recognize that it is more blessed to give than to receive, but the 

average man is always willing to let the other fellow have the blessing. Why is that? Because you 

don’t believe God’s word, you don’t trust Him when He says He will take care of you and reward 

you.  

  Take a look at this advertisement. This company promises 150% off?! How many of you 

believe you will collect on that one? We know better. We encounter promises like this all the time, 

that we know are not true. But we must recognize that our God is unable to lie. He is the God of all 

faithfulness whose promises in Christ are Yea and Amen. There is no reason to be skeptical, but 

some of you surely are. You are afraid that if you give away what you’ve got, God will pull the rug 

out from under you tomorrow and you’ll starve. But the giving Christian is one who knows the truth, 

who knows His God, and knows that His needs will be met today, tomorrow, forever. And assured 

that God is looking out for him he can look out for others. Philippians 4:19 says what? Say it with 

me. My God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. Again - My 

God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.  

     That is a perspective that you must have in order to heed the call to be a giver, to be one 

who sacrifices for the sake of the kingdom. As 2019 comes to an end your church is in need of your 

financial support. Would you pray about a special end of year sacrifice for the Lord? For the 
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ministry of North Park Church? To support your staff, to support your missionaries, to maintain our 

much-used campus? It is my privilege to request your giving, to urge it for your own sake, but I 

know you can’t really respond in a way that pleases God if you aren’t thinking Biblically about your 

money and your giving. We will need the mind of the giver before we share in the ministry of the 

giver. Because giving of your wealth is so very contrary to the patterns of this world, it must be 

viewed by us as an expression of concern, a basis for reward, a form of worship and a fruit of our 

trust in God. A man there was, they thought him mad. The more he gave, the more he had. May God 

visit us all with this form of saintly madness –for it is life indeed. Let’s pray.  

 

 

 

 

 


