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Philippians 3:20 10-6-19 

Citizens of Heaven 
 

Philippians 3:20-21 our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a 

Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; 21who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity 

with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to 

Himself. It is characteristic of people everywhere to brag on their hometown and to consider it the 

best of all places. So strong is a man’s allegiance to home that he may brag about home to anyone 

who will listen. Today I have a whole audience and I have the privilege of bragging on my 

homeland, not Central Florida, but my city and home in heaven. In verse 20 Paul says of himself and 

all believers in Jesus that our citizenship is in heaven. Today let’s consider our heavenly citizenship 

and see if we can unpack it in a way that will prove a blessing. First, the privileges and secondly the 

responsibilities of heavenly citizenship 

    First then, the privileges, and I will mention but four. #1 - If you are a citizen of heaven then 

heaven is your birthplace. Quicky poll – who here was born in Western Pennsylvania? Who was 

born in another country? Interesting. Anybody here born in a really unusual place? My son has had 

to go through life telling people he was born in Flowood, Mississippi. He’s a Flowood boy. But, as 

Christians, we have the honor of knowing that heaven is our birthplace. Jesus told Nicodemus in 

John 3:3 that unless one is born again from above, he cannot see the kingdom of God. But just such 

a heavenly rebirth is the experience of the believer. Paul was of Tarsus according to the flesh, but of 

heaven according to the Spirit. And just as your name may be registered in the courthouse as a 

citizen of this county, our names are enrolled in heaven. And when the roll is called up yonder I’ll be 

there. What about you? I warn you, there will be no immigrants in heaven, legal or otherwise. To 

live there you must be born there. And you are going to need more than a passport to enter in; you 

will need a birth certificate. John 3:3 Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, 

unless one is born again (also translated “from above”) he cannot see the kingdom of God. If you 

would be heaven-bound you must be heaven-born. You must be changed by a work of God, you 

must repent of your sin and cling to Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord. Have you ever done that? 

Behold, today is the day of salvation. Christ is still receiving sinners. I invite you to Him and to His 

city.  
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    Secondly now, if you are a citizen of heaven then you are under heaven’s government. The 

apostle Paul and his friends in Philippi were citizens of Rome yes, but their ultimate Lord and King 

was not the Caesar in Rome, but the King in glory whose name is Jesus. It is His law that we obey 

and it is under His rule that we enjoy justice and righteousness and peace. Colossians 1 tells us that 

we have been rescued from the domain of darkness, and transferred to the kingdom of God’s Son. 

No more under the rule and authority of the powers of darkness, we are now transferred out of 

slavery to a cruel tyrant into freedom under the rule of our wonderful and blessed King Jesus. There 

is incredible freedom in this, but it is the freedom of utter allegiance to the law of One who is 

perfectly just and perfectly wise. We may follow the laws of the state as He directs, but we are not 

bound to them. We are bound to Him. Christians make a lot of people uncomfortable. We make 

governments uncomfortable for this very reason – we answer to a kingdom which they cannot see.  

    Thirdly, if you are a citizen of heaven you will share in heaven’s honors. Paul knew the 

honors of Roman citizenship, but it is obvious that to him they were rubbish compared to being a 

citizen of heaven. I remember my graduation exercises at the University of Florida and how 

President Marston said, this degree entitles you to all the privileges, honors and emoluments 

hereunto bestowed. And I thought “big deal.” I have all the privileges, honors and emoluments of a 

citizen of the city of God. I don’t even know what an emolument is, but as a heavenly citizen I know 

I’ve got lots of ’em. Now here is some Beatles solid gold from 1965. (play Nowhere Man) He's a 

real nowhere Man, sitting in his Nowhere Land, making all his nowhere plans for nobody. Doesn't 

have a point of view, knows not where he's going to, isn't he a bit like you and me? No, no. John 

Lennon maybe, but not me. I’m a somebody – a heavenly citizen. Martyn Lloyd-Jones writes about 

an event in 1739. It was called the War of Jenkins’ Ear. Seems there was a certain Captain Jenkins 

sailing the high seas and a Spanish coast-guard attacked him without any justification at all, and for 

a brief time occupied his ship. And, to add to the infamy of their action, they cut off one of the ears 

of Captain Jenkins. Jenkins eventually returned to his homeland of England. He had kept his ear in a 

bottle of spirits, and when he returned he presented it to parliament. And because of that, his 

country, Great Britain, declared war on Spain in 1739 – the War of Jenkins’ Ear. Who was Captain 

Jenkins? It doesn’t matter, he was a citizen of Great Britain, and he was not to be insulted by Spain 

or by any other country, and because they had insulted him, all the might and the power of his 

country was turned upon Spain in defense of that individual citizen. There is a certain honor behind 
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citizenship. As followers of the King of Kings you and I share in heaven’s honors. Paul said this to 

the Gentile Christians in Ephesians 2:19 You are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow 

citizens with the saints, and are of God's household. What a blessed thing to remember! Of God’s 

household. We sang a song in our youth group that I think is excellent for drilling this important 

truth into and beyond our heads, on down to our hearts. It said, God is my Father and Jesus is my 

Brother and the blessed Holy Spirit is my Guide. The devil’s no relation, for I’m a new creation, I’m 

a member of the family in the sky. And thus we share in the honors of that family and of that city.  

    Fourthly, if you are a citizen of heaven then you have an inheritance waiting for you there. I 

Peter 1:3-4 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great 

mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 

the dead, 4to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, 

reserved in heaven for you. And the Scriptures also call us fellow-heirs with Christ and with all the 

saints. Together we will share as the redeemed of God the eternal city of God. Hebrews 12:22-23  

You have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to 

myriads of angels, 23to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven.  

This is our inheritance and what a glorious company of those who share it – angels, righteous men 

made perfect, and most of all, our Savior and our God! 

     These are the privileges of our citizenship. And, as always, privileges bring responsibilities. 

Consider seven things that should come naturally as you understand your citizenship. Last time, we 

learned of the sensuous man, the citizen of the earth. Today we look at the citizen of heaven. The 

main thought that influenced my seven applications is that as a citizen of heaven we are on earth as 

strangers and aliens. This is not our home. The idea of God’s people being strangers and aliens in the 

earth is a biblical theme that runs from Abraham all through the nation of Israel, on to the Christian 

church. It goes from Genesis to Revelation. And all of the following points relate to this theme, that 

as citizens of heaven, we are strangers, aliens, sojourners on the earth.  

    Point one – since you are a citizen of heaven, you are called to stand out and be different, 

like a zebra in Pittsburgh. Your life is to be as different from the non-believer as is your eternal 

destiny. Look at I Peter 2:9 You are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, 

A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who 

has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 11 Beloved, I urge you as aliens and 
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strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul. Can we demonstrate the 

difference faith in Christ can make in a life? Others should be able to know where you are from by 

your walk and by your talk. If a man from Ireland visited us you would know it immediately by his 

accent. Cities are known by their trademarks. You know the man from Dallas by his boots, the 

Burgher by his terrible towel. The mark of the man from heaven is that he is seeking to be holy. We 

are called a holy nation. A few years ago I had a once-in-my-life experience at a Deli in Wexford. I 

went in there to get a sub or something and the owner asked me if I was from Florida. I confirmed 

his suspicion but asked him why he would think that. He said it was my accent. Never has anyone 

suggested I have an accent. What’s more, I don’t know what a Florida accent even is. But this guy 

knew. Do folks know where you are from by the way you talk? There is an interesting word in Acts 

4 about how the apostles were viewed. Acts 4:13 As they observed the confidence of Peter and John 

and understood that they were uneducated and untrained men, they were amazed, and began to 

recognize them as having been with Jesus. Isn’t that cool? After observing Peter and John they 

concluded that these men have been with Jesus. They wore the marks of a citizen of heaven. 

    Point two – Since you are a citizen of heaven you will love the company of your fellow-

citizens and fellow-aliens. There is a certain joy that comes when you find someone who “knows.” 

There is a gentleman in Gainesville, FL named Toby Sorrels who leads a ministry to international 

students on the campus there. Toby and I go way back. We knew each other from elementary school 

and were casual friends on through high-school although I’m not really sure he liked me. He hung 

around Jim Williams and so did I. But then, while he was in college, Toby came to Christ. I heard a 

report of his having experienced a radical conversion, but had not seen him until one day I was 

driving down 17th street and saw a car that looked like his parked near an ATM. I pulled in and, sure 

enough, turning away from the ATM was Toby Sorrels. Immediately, upon seeing me his eyes lit up 

and I could tell that he was so pumped to see me, because now he now knew what I knew and I 

knew what he knew and it was neat and our relationship since has been entirely different than 

before. There is delight in finding a fellow-countryman in a strange land. This is especially true if 

you are in a place that does not speak your native tongue. In a situation like that you seek out those 

who share your language. And the Christian looks for fellow-worshippers, for praise is the language 

of heaven. If you know you are a stranger, you’ll love meeting others like you. I think that is why 

our Christian fellowship in Gainesville, at the university there was so sweet. On that campus, we 
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Christians knew we were different, knew we were aliens – so we delighted more in one another. And 

so it should be, that we love the company of our fellow-citizens and fellow-strangers.  

     Point three –since you are a citizen of heaven, you will delight in hearing about your 

homeland. When I have had correspondence with folks overseas, at least in the pre-internet days, 

these folks cherished news from America. I remember an old friend who spent two years in Europe 

and he always wanted me to write to him about American football and other such news from home. 

How does this relate to citizens of heaven? Well, do those passages in Revelation that describe 

heaven thrill your soul? I tell you – no passage in all the Bible turns me on like Revelation 19 where 

it describes the triumphant praises of God’s people. Revelation 19:6 Then I heard something like the 

voice of a great multitude and like the sound of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of 

thunder, saying, "Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns. I gotta tell ya, folks, I live 

for that. This is what my life is all about – directed toward the day when we will stand in the 

heavenlies and lose ourselves in wonder, love and praise. Some Sunday mornings around here, I get 

a foretaste of that, and there is just nothing so sweet to me, nothing so fulfilling, so rich. And when I 

read of it in Revelation 19 my heart just cries, “Yes! Bring it on!” And then the passage goes on to 

picture the exalted Christ in all of His awesome splendor and radiant beauty, King of Kings and 

Lord of Lords. And when I read that chapter with the eyes of faith, that scene becomes more real to 

me and more a part of me than anything on earth could possibly be.  

     Point four – since you are a citizen of heaven you will anticipate your trip home. A 

distinguishing mark of the Christian is our view of death. You remember that Paul referred to death 

as gain, because it would be going home to Christ. And we are going home for our wedding, to be 

the bride of Christ. Boy, we have had a lot of weddings around here lately, and they always get me 

thinking of my own. I was in Jackson, Mississippi waiting to finish my Fall term at seminary so that 

I might return home to marry Beth. I could hardly wait. Some weeks before the blessed event, I 

made out a big list of all my remaining assignments for school and marked them off one by one, 

clearing away what stood between me and my trip home to join my new bride. That was a season of 

anticipation. Hebrews 11, speaks of the Old Testament saints, it says Hebrews 11:13-14 All these 

died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having welcomed them from 

a distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 14For those who 

say such things make it clear that they are seeking a country of their own. There in verse 9, we read 
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of Abraham Hebrews 11:9-10 By faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a foreign 

land, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise; 10for he was looking 

for the city which has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. Why is it that we don’t look 

forward to heaven more than we do? It is mostly that we do not see ourselves as strangers here. We 

like this place. One of the best ways to grow your love for America is to live for a while in another 

land where you don’t feel so comfortable. But some of us don’t miss our heavenly homeland 

because we have so well-adapted ourselves to life on this planet. We have learned the world’s talk, 

its music, its diet and customs. We fit in now, so why should we want to change? Tozer, in speaking 

of the battle between good and evil says of olden days Men looked forward to heaven as a return 

from the wars, a laying down of the sword to enjoy in peace the home prepared for them. Sermons 

and songs in those days often had a martial quality about them, or perhaps a trace of homesickness. 

The Christian soldier thought of home and rest and reunion, and his voice grew plaintive as he sang 

of battle ended and victory won. But whether he was charging into enemy guns or dreaming of war’s 

end and the Father’s welcome home, he never forgot what kind of world he lived in. It was a 

battleground, and many were the wounded and slain. That view of things is unquestionably the 

Scriptural one… How different today: the fact remains the same, but the interpretation has changed 

completely. Men think of this world, not as a battleground but as a playground. We are not here to 

fight, we are here to frolic. We are not in a foreign land, we are at home. I think that, if for no other 

reason, God brings hard times to me and to many of you to get us to look up to glory and anticipate 

our trip home as we remember that this place is not our home. The author of Amazing Grace, John 

Newton, wrote this to a friend about her afflictions. He says, they are useful, and in a degree 

necessary, to keep alive in us a conviction of the vanity and unsatisfying nature of the present world, 

and all its enjoyments; to remind us that this is not our rest, and to call our thoughts upwards, where 

our true treasure is.   

     Point five – since you are a citizen of heaven you will become more spiritual and less carnal. 

Of course, in some sense you are both, but do you see yourself as primarily a spiritual being or a 

physical one? There is a big difference between seeing yourself as a body with a soul and seeing 

yourself as a soul with a body. I Peter 2:11 I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly 

lusts which wage war against the soul. In other words, when you visit earth, don’t drink the water. 

Don’t get yourself soul-sick by indulging in the poisons and passions this world has to offer.  
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     Point six – since you are a citizen of heaven you don’t need to store up for yourself treasure 

here so much as in heaven. Matthew 6:20 Store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 

moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal. Lay-up treasure in heaven and 

you do that by laying down treasures on earth. And you can’t cash any checks in heaven’s bank 

without having made some deposits there. It is sacrifice here that makes you rich toward God and 

great in the kingdom of heaven. And it is faith in this truth, heart belief in the doctrine of heaven, 

that makes sacrifice here smart and psychologically possible. Hebrews 10:32-34a Remember the 

former days, when, after being enlightened, you endured a great conflict of sufferings, 33partly by 

being made a public spectacle through reproaches and tribulations, and partly by becoming sharers 

with those who were so treated. 34For you showed sympathy to the prisoners and accepted joyfully 

the seizure of your property. Now just stop for a second and ponder how people could live like this? 

How can they endure reproaches and imprisonment and the taking of all they had worked for? Listen 

to what is next. 34b-37 For you showed sympathy to the prisoners and accepted joyfully the seizure 

of your property, knowing that you have for yourselves a better possession and a lasting one. 

35Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. 36For you have need of 

endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.  37For 

yet in a very little while, He who is coming will come, and will not delay. 34c Knowing that you have 

for yourselves a better possession and a lasting one. In other words, you are citizens of heaven with 

a one-way ticket back for the time of God’s choosing. Does this make a difference in how we live 

now? You bet it does.  

     So tell me, is all this too spiritual? Does this just sound too other worldly for you? I mean, 

we have to live in this world, you know. True. No exemption is granted to the Christian. Visitors to 

earth are affected by rising prices too. All that I know and I would not side with those who take our 

heavenly citizenship as a reason to be uninvolved in this world, in its affairs, its politics, etc. Heaven 

may be our home address, but Pittsburgh, PA is our business address. This is where we do our work 

and where we strive to improve this world in whatever way we can. However, remember that the 

kingdom of Christ ultimately is not of this world and if we desire to do men eternal good we must be 

recruiters for the Savior’s service, to win them to King Jesus and to the city of heaven that they may, 

with us, share His victories after having fought his battles.  

  


