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Philippians 3:17-21 9-29-19 

The Eager Believer 
 

Philippians 3:17-21 Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who walk 

according to the pattern you have in us. 18For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you 

even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ, 19whose end is destruction, whose god is 

their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, who set their minds on earthly things. 20For our 

citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; 21who 

will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the 

exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself. In light of the New 

Testament, one of the most obvious deficiencies in today’s church is this attitude of eager 

anticipation of the return of the Lord Jesus. It has been a lack in my life and in the church in general, 

at least where I have been. For some time, the church I grew up in, every Sunday, sang the chorus, 

Coming Again, Coming Again. May be morning, may be noon, may be evening and may be soon. 

Coming again, coming again. O what a wonderful day it will be. Jesus is coming again. So, we 

sang. But as far as I could see, no one really longed for that great event. And the same was true of 

my churches since then– no evident longing for and anticipation of the Lord’s return. But this does 

not fit the attitude of the New Testament writers. Paul, Peter and John all sound like children waiting 

for Christmas when they mention the second coming. Paul writes 20 Our citizenship is in heaven, 

from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. Can we today admit that this is 

not nearly so true of us and thus take step one in correcting our lack by seeking to find out why we 

are not eagerly waiting? Consider three possible reasons why we don’t eagerly wait for the Lord’s 

return.  

    The first possible block to eager anticipation is ignorance. Ignorance first, of Christ’s 

coming. That is, you just don’t know about the second coming of Christ. Some of you may have a 

vague knowledge of it, but you really have never been taught, and/or you just have failed to learn it. 

And then, some who lack much biblical training may not even know. If that is you, it is now my 

privilege to declare to you that according to His wondrous promise, Jesus Christ is going to return to 

earth in a glorified state at which time He will judge all men, bringing a judgment of eternal 
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salvation to the Christian and of eternal condemnation to the unrepentant sinner. Now, you know. 

And now you know.  

     Of those who have already known about the second coming, it is interesting to see how many 

think this doctrine was invented by Hal Lindsey in response to World War II, or by Tim LaHaye in 

response to 9-11. But the truth is that is it mentioned over 300 times in the New Testament, and has 

been a major doctrine of the church from the beginning. Nowadays, it is denied, but only by 

doubters and a few theological outliers. I encountered a man once who claimed to be an apostle, 

pastored the Church of Acts and taught that the Pentecost event of Acts 2 was the second coming. 

He kept saying “there is no third coming.” But such as him are rare. Bible-believing Christians 

pretty much all believe in a literal, physical, visible return of Jesus Christ. Now, don’t let ignorance 

of that truth prevent eager longing.  

   The second thing of which people are ignorant is the sickening river of sin in the world. We 

live in a protective bubble here in the sub-culture of suburban Pittsburgh, where we just aren’t 

exposed to the full horror of our fallen world. We tend to block out all the horrible facts and 

statistics we hear on TV or read in the newspaper. Middle-class Americana has run from society’s 

problems and looked for an escape. But we do know don’t we? We do know about all the trafficked 

women, the abandoned kids, the rapes, the murders, the addictions, the divorces, the suicides. All of 

these are just an expression of the misery within. This world is a mess. And this in one of the 

greatest nations of them all, the land of the free and the home of the brave. How much worse are 

things in places like North Korea, Afghanistan and Sudan? When I contemplate it all, I cannot wait 

for Jesus to come back and make it all right. I can’t wait for His kingdom to come and His will to be 

done and for justice to roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. Think of 

the millions of persecuted Christians all over the world. They sure look forward to Christ’s return. 

To them it is like the coming of the cavalry, like Superman coming to Lois Lane. You watch these 

shows with the great avenging hero, John Wayne, Clint Eastwood, Spider Man, it’s like here are the 

poor, righteous people being picked on and then along comes our hero and the righteous rejoice. 

Faith teaches us not to hate but pity those who pick on us, because boy are they going to catch it 

when our Big Brother comes. Paul says, we eagerly await a Savior.  
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      Now that may strike you as odd that Paul says, we wait for a Savior. I mean, why a Savior?  

Haven’t we already been saved? Well, yes and no. The whole truth is that our salvation in Christ is 

not yet complete until we are glorified. And that is the third thing of which you may be ignorant, 

namely our glorification. That is what Paul is talking about when he says in 21 who will transform 

the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power 

that He has even to subject all things to Himself. It is a transformation of the believer that takes 

place upon the Lord’s return. Now we have a lowly, humble body, then a glorious one. The most 

extensive teaching on this in the New Testament is found in I Corinthians 15:41-44 There is one 

glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs from 

star in glory. 42So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown a perishable body, it is raised an 

imperishable body; 43it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised 

in power; 44it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is 

also a spiritual body. 50-54 Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the 

kingdom of God; nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51Behold, I tell you a mystery; we 

will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, 52in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 

trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be 

changed. 53For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on 

immortality. 54But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have 

put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, "DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP 

in victory. This passage teaches that glorification happens for every believer instantaneously when 

Christ returns. It includes not the removal of the body, but a transforming of it into a state of greater 

glory. The details of that new body aren’t given but it will be imperishable, and I know that Ed 

Muzyn will throw away his cane, Ruth Ponsonby will see clearly and Dad Dupee can play basketball 

again. And whatever ails you will be gone. You will look and feel and be spectacular. This is the 

meaning of our resurrection.  

     Now you may be wondering what happens between one’s death and the coming back of 

Christ. Good question. There is a pre-resurrection state of paradise wherein one is, as Paul puts it, 

absent from the body, but present with the Lord. It is a body-less, spirit-state of blessedness, but still 
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waiting completion when the new body is given on the day of resurrection. Westminster Confession, 

Chapter 32 says this.  

1. The bodies of men, after death, return to dust, and see corruption: but their souls, which neither 

die nor sleep, having an immortal subsistence, immediately return to God who gave them: the souls 

of the righteous, being then made perfect in holiness, are received into the highest heavens, where 

they behold the face of God, in light and glory, waiting for the full redemption of their bodies 

2. At the last day, such as are found alive shall not die, but be changed: and all the dead shall be 

raised up, with the self-same bodies, and none other (although with different qualities), which shall 

be united again to their souls forever.  

3. The bodies of the unjust shall, by the power of Christ, be raised to dishonor: the bodies of the just, 

by His Spirit, unto honor; and be made conformable to His own glorious body.  

It is the day of resurrection, at the return of Jesus, that Paul has in view when he says 21a will 

transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory. The model for 

our new body is the glorious body of Jesus Christ. You may remember after His resurrection, Jesus 

came to His disciples in a body, but it was different. He appeared and disappeared. He was able to 

disguise Himself or reveal Himself. It maintained the general character of His old body, but was 

clearly different and more wonderful. I John 3:2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not 

appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we 

will see Him just as He is. This is the truth regarding our glorification. Let ignorance no more keep 

you from eagerly anticipating the Lord’s return. Not ignorance of the second coming of Christ, or of 

the sin and suffering of this world, or of the marvelous promise of our glorification. and don’t forget 

these truths, but think upon them and then watch the plant of eager waiting for your Savior blossom 

in your heart. Two men who were talking on a plane, Bob and Joe. Joe said he had nine children, to 

which Bob replies. “Oh, I wish I had nine children.” Joe says, “Oh no, you don’t know what you are 

wishing for.” Bob says, “Yes, I do, I have 13.” Okay. I guess Bob did know, and so did Paul. He 

knew exactly what he was wishing for, the return of his Savior, the end of sin, the resurrection of his 

body, the making all things new.                                                                                                                                                                                    

     Apart from ignorance of Christ’s coming, the devil has come to use argument about the 

circumstances of Christ’s coming to squelch anticipation. What’s happened is sort of like this. 

Suppose a man has been overseas for two years away from his family. Suddenly a message arrives 
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for the family, my work is completed, I will be home today. Then after some hours he arrives at the 

front door and instead of finding a joyful, eager group he finds the members of his family in a 

turmoil. There had been a great argument as to whether he would arrive in the afternoon or evening. 

There had been arguments about what form of transportation he would be using. As a result, there 

were no little noses pushing against the window glass, no one looking to be able to catch the first 

glimpse of returning daddy. This is the situation in various segments of the Christian community 

today. People arguing with each other about what’s happening in Palestine and who is Gog and 

Magog, and who is the anti-Christ. This is the work of the devil, to make Christians argue and forget 

the most important things. Now, the study of prophecy is of great value, for sure. But, there are three 

things you must not forget as you consider the second coming. The first is in Matthew 24:36 But of 

that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.  

No one knows the time of Christ’s return. Could it be any clearer? And yet we hear every few years 

someone setting down dates and years. Some of you remember the book by Edgar Whisenant that 

caused a stir. 88 reasons Christ will return in 1988. It was a hot-seller, but didn’t become a classic. 

Radio preacher, Harold Camping predicted May 21, 2011. Now, to deny the second coming is 

heresy, but to set a date for it is folly. Sure it is only natural to be curious. In Acts 1 the disciples 

were already bugging Jesus about it. Acts 1:6-7 when they had come together, they were asking Him, 

saying, "Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel? 7He said to them, "It is not 

for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority.” Well, if it’s not 

for us to know, why worry. Jesus said time and again, His coming will be sudden, and at a time 

when He is not expected.  

     Second thing to remember is that living in expectation is not the same as believing His return 

is near. We are everywhere exhorted to live expectantly. It could be today, but the reason for this 

expectancy is not to be our confidence in the soon coming of our Lord, but our ignorance of the time 

of His coming. Matthew 24:42-44 Be on the alert, for you do not know which day your Lord is 

coming. 43"But be sure of this, that if the head of the house had known at what time of the night the 

thief was coming, he would have been on the alert and would not have allowed his house to be 

broken into. 44"For this reason you also must be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour 

when you do not think He will. We must be ready now. It could happen today. And brethren, if 
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someone teaches that something must happen first that hasn’t happened yet, like the return of all 

Jerusalem to the Jews, listen with wariness. If it removes the possibility of His return today, it is 

suspect to be sure.  

    Third point to remember – death is always imminent, and for each individual that is as final 

as the Lord’s return. So, we ought always to be ready. Jesus or death could come at any moment. 

Don’t let argument prevent eager waiting. Don’t debate, anticipate.  

     The third major contributor to our admitted lack of eager waiting is sensuality. And this may 

be the biggest reason of all. Paul buffeted his body and made it his slave. We pamper our bodies and 

often become their slaves. Our bodies are already glorified, or so we think they should be. But to 

Paul, his body was just something he could burn up as a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God. 

To Paul, having a natural body meant continual struggle. His spirit was willing, but the flesh was 

weak and Paul cried out in Romans 7:24 Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the 

body of this death? Is it any wonder that he looked forward to resurrection and glorification? Is it 

any wonder you do not? The sanctified body, as opposed to the sensual, cries out for transformation. 

The biography of George Whitefield is a tremendous story about a man of unceasing labor and 

unquenchable zeal. His body to him was just an instrument for the service of God and man. Time 

and again he cried out to God for relief from a weak physicality. And maybe if we were living like 

Paul or like Whitefield, if we were living like the Lord Jesus, we too would be eagerly waiting for a 

Savior who would set us free from this earthly house. Furthermore, if we really fought and struggled 

against sin, we would hate the sinful, selfish, debased lurings and tugs of this flesh and our war 

within would make us long for conflict ended at the coming of our Savior. I John 3:2-3a Beloved, 

now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He 

appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. 3And everyone who has this 

hope. What hope? The hope of the appearing of Jesus and our transformation into His likeness. 3 

And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. Our sensuality is a 

barrier to eager waiting, but I know from verse 3 that if the truth you have heard this day seeps down 

into your heart, you will flee sensuality and purify yourself, having this hope fixed upon you.  

    You see, the doctrine of the second coming and of our glorification is perfectly practical. Go 

back to our text in Philippians. After saying what he has, Paul concludes his point in 4:1 Therefore, 
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my beloved brethren whom I long to see, my joy and crown, in this way stand firm in the Lord, my 

beloved. You see, the truth of a coming Savior results in your standing firm. Paul says, “We’re 

going to be transformed, brethren, so hang tough.” I Corinthians 15:51-52 Behold, I tell you a 

mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, 52in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 

at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will 

be changed. I Corinthians 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always 

abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord. This is the 

application to your life, Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding 

in the work of the Lord. And don’t give up, thinking it is all for naught and useless; your toil is not in 

vain in the Lord. Isn’t that neat? Those things we eagerly wait for are to be our strength and our 

anchor in tough times. To be ignorant of his coming, to doubt it, deny it, to be indifferent to, or 

disinterested in it is to miss the divine equipment for the distress and pressure of these ever-

darkening days. The greatness of our coming salvation is to strengthen us. Listen to Isaiah 35:3-4 

Encourage the exhausted, and strengthen the feeble. 4Say to those with anxious heart, "Take 

courage, fear not. Behold, your God will come with vengeance; the recompense of God will come, 

But He will save you.” What a hope! Listen, I can’t help myself. I want you to see the beauty of 

what is to come. Let’s read this whole chapter. It is short, but sweet. Isaiah 35:1-10  

The wilderness and the desert will be glad, and the Arabah will rejoice and blossom; like the crocus 
2it will blossom profusely and rejoice with rejoicing and shout of joy. The glory of Lebanon will be 

given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They will see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of 

our God. 3Encourage the exhausted, and strengthen the feeble. 4Say to those with anxious heart, 

"Take courage, fear not. Behold, your God will come with vengeance; the recompense of God will 

come, but He will save you." 5Then the eyes of the blind will be opened and the ears of the deaf will 

be unstopped. 6Then the lame will leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute will shout for joy. For 

waters will break forth in the wilderness and streams in the Arabah. 7The scorched land will become 

a pool and the thirsty ground springs of water; in the haunt of jackals, its resting place, grass 

becomes reeds and rushes. 8A highway will be there, a roadway, and it will be called the Highway of 

Holiness. The unclean will not travel on it, but it will be for him who walks that way, and fools will 

not wander on it. 9No lion will be there, nor will any vicious beast go up on it; these will not be 

found there. But the redeemed will walk there, 10and the ransomed of the LORD will return and 

come with joyful shouting to Zion, with everlasting joy upon their heads. They will find gladness and 

joy, and sorrow and sighing will flee away. 

 

     Do you want to see justice in the earth? Do you long to see Christ glorified and honored 

among all mankind? Do you long to see sin and Satan cast down and misery ended? Well, beloved, 
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such a day is coming. So you hang tough, stand firm and abound in the work of the Lord, patiently 

waiting, and eagerly too. WORLD magazine tells about a Moroccan soldier named Abderrahim and 

his bride Bahia who were engaged to be married for 24 years. They were married late in 2003 after 

not seeing each other since Abderrahim’s 1979 capture by separatist guerrillas. 24 years later he was 

released with 300 others. The groom said he was convinced his bride would wait for him. As for her, 

Bahia said, “I never thought I had lost my husband, I knew he would come back one day.” What a 

day that must have been! What a day awaits the faithful lover of Jesus who patiently waits, and 

eagerly waits. 

  I close with a quote from Tozer who writes: So, we live between two mighty events – that of 

His incarnation, death and resurrection, and that of His ultimate appearing and the glorification of 

those He died to save. This is the interim time for the saints—but it is not a vacuum. He has given us 

much to do and He asks for our faithfulness. In the meantime, we are to be  zealous of good works, 

living soberly, righteously, godly in this present world, looking unto Him and His promise. In the 

midst of our lives, and between the two great mountain peaks of God’s acts in the world, we look 

back and remember, and we look forward and hope. And what a motivation that is. Looking back to 

His grace and love, looking forward to His coming and glory; meanwhile actively working and 

joyously hoping, until He comes! Let’s pray: 

O Father, turn our eyes toward the skies, that we might be able to live on earth. Abolish ignorance, 

argument, sensuality and all that opposes eager waiting. Enable us to understand the breadth and 

length and height and depth of our salvation that we might stand firm, walk and work for You.  


