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 The Eager Believer
Philippians 3:17-21

Reasons We May Not be Eager about the Lord’s Return

I. I_______________ 
   
 A. Of Christ’s p_______________ to return
 
 B. Of the sin and mess of this world

 C. Of our future g_______________

II. A_______________ about Christ’s second coming
 
 • Three things to remember
 
  A. No one ________________ the time 
  
  B. Living in expectation is not the same as   
  believing return is _______________
  
  C. D________________ could come at any time

III. S_______________



Philippians 3:17-21 
Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who walk 
according to the pattern you have in us. 18For many walk, of whom I often 
told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the 
cross of Christ, 19whose end is destruction, whose god is their appetite, and 
whose glory is in their shame, who set their minds on earthly things. 20For 
our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, 
the Lord Jesus Christ; 21who will transform the body of our humble state 
into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power 
that He has even to subject all things to Himself. 

1 Corinthians 15:41-44 
There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another 
glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory.
42So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown a perishable body,  
it is raised an imperishable body; 43it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in 
glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 44it is sown a natural 
body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also  
a spiritual body. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54 
Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 
of God; nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51Behold, I tell you 
a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, 52in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, 
and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53For 
this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on 
immortality. 54But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, 
and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the 
saying that is written, “Death is swallowed up in victory.
 
I John 3:2 
Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what 
we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because 
we will see Him just as He is.
 
Matthew 24:36 
But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor 
the Son, but the Father alone.

Acts 1:6-7
When they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, “Lord, is it at 
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this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them,  
“It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by 
His own authority.”

Matthew 24:42-44
“Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which day your Lord is 
coming. 43But be sure of this, that if the head of the house had known at 
what time of the night the thief was coming, he would have been on the 
alert and would not have allowed his house to be broken into. 44For this 
reason you also must be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour 
when you do not think He will.

Romans 7:24
Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death?

1 John 3:2-3
Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what 
we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because 
we will see Him just as He is. 3And everyone who has this hope fixed on 
Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.

Philippians 4:1
Therefore, my beloved brethren whom I long to see, my joy and crown, in 
this way stand firm in the Lord, my beloved.

1 Corinthians 15:58 
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in  
vain in the Lord.

Isaiah 35:1-10 
The wilderness and the desert will be glad, and the Arabah will rejoice and 
blossom; like the crocus 2it will blossom profusely and rejoice with rejoicing 
and shout of joy. The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, the majesty of 
Carmel and Sharon. They will see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our 
God. 3Encourage the exhausted, and strengthen the feeble. 4Say to those 
with anxious heart, “Take courage, fear not. Behold, your God will come 
with vengeance; the recompense of God will come, but He will save you.” 
5Then the eyes of the blind will be opened and the ears of the deaf will 
be unstopped. 6Then the lame will leap like a deer, and the tongue of the 
mute will shout for joy. For waters will break forth in the wilderness and 
streams in the Arabah. 7The scorched land will become a pool and the 
thirsty ground springs of water; in the haunt of jackals, its resting place, 
grass becomes reeds and rushes. 8A highway will be there, a roadway, and 
it will be called the Highway of Holiness. The unclean will not travel on it, 
but it will be for him who walks that way, and fools will not wander on it.
9No lion will be there nor will any vicious beast go up on it; these will not 



be found there. But the redeemed will walk there, 10and the ransomed of 
the Lord will return and come with joyful shouting to Zion, with everlasting 
joy upon their heads. They will find gladness and joy, and sorrow and 
sighing will flee away.
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