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Philippians 3:9-11 9-1-19 

Union with Christ 
 

We return this morning to our study of the book of Philippians, the epistle of the apostle to 

the church at Philippi. Philippians 3:2-12   

Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things again is no trouble to me, and it 

is a safeguard for you. 2Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of the false 

circumcision; 3for we are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and glory in 

Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh, 4although I myself might have confidence even in the 

flesh. If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, I far more: 5circumcised the eighth 

day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a 

Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found 

blameless. 7But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of 

Christ. 8More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing 

Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so 

that I may gain Christ, 9and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived 

from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on 

the basis of faith 10that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His 

sufferings, being conformed to His death; 11in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the 

dead. 12Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I press on so that I 

may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. 

 

We continue to ponder the inspired testimony of Paul the Christian. Last time we saw Paul’s 

estimate of the value of a relationship with Christ, that is of surpassing value and all else is rubbish 

by comparison. Today we come to verses 9-11 which, at first glance, may seem to be a 

conglomeration of unconnected parts but I find herein a unity rooted in the first phrase of verse 9. 

Paul has said in verse 8 that he counts all as loss in order that I may gain Christ – then in verse 9  

and may be found in Him. Now, don’t let the language confuse you. Paul is explaining his motives 

for counting all as loss; but gaining Christ and being found in Him were not mere possibilities for 

Paul, but present realities. These are the blessings he has received since he counted all else loss to 

gain Christ. And in verses 9-11 he goes on to elaborate about what he has since he is in Christ. Now, 

the simple prepositional phrase in Christ is Paul’s favorite term for the status of a Christian. It is 

found nearly 100 times in the writings of Paul and it is packed with meaning because it is a synonym 

for what theologians call our union with Christ or our identification with Christ. Now listen, all of 

the blessings of salvation flow from this -  that, by faith, we are now one with Jesus Christ. Our 

passage speaks of three aspects of our union with Christ, that we are one with Him legally, 

relationally, and experientially.  



 2 

     First, we are united with Christ legally. Verse 9 expresses the apostle’s desire that he 9 may 

be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is 

through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith. Before Paul 

met Jesus Christ he was pursuing righteousness, or a right standing before God by careful obedience 

to Judaic law. That is, he was trying to gain his salvation by being good. That is so very common.  

But when he met Jesus he realized that by the works of the law no man will be justified because 

God’s legal standard is perfection and no man had ever been perfect, except one – Jesus Christ. And 

the good news of the gospel is that although nothing you can do will earn righteousness, God offers 

the righteousness of Christ to you, as a gift, a gift which is received by faith. Verse 9 speaks of the 

righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith. The word of God teaches that when you 

place your trust in God’s son, His, that is Christ’s, perfect righteousness is credited to your account. 

I can tell from your reaction that you don’t believe me. Or you don’t understand me. This is the most 

amazing and wonderful truth you will ever hear. It is what we call gospel. Again, for believers in 

Jesus, when God the judge looks at the record of your life instead of seeing a book full of sin He 

sees the perfection of His Son and declares you to be righteous. Understand, the term righteousness 

here does not refer to the inward quality of a person, but to one’s judicial record in the court of 

heaven. And not only do Christians have a clean slate in heaven’s court, we have been graciously 

supplied a credit that we can never spend out.  

     Any of you remember a cartoon entitle Zits? It was about a teenage boy named Jeremy and 

he appears here sitting with his buddy Pierce, who says I don’t think people appreciate me for who I 

am. That’s a very common feeling. Jeremy responds, that’s too bad. Who are you? Pierce now 

speaks for the entire race and says someone who needs a lot of undeserved appreciation. That is so 

good. We are a people who need to be loved but we are unlovely. We need to be righteous but we 

are unrighteous. We need to be appreciated and accepted but we are unacceptable. To get what we 

need we must count on getting something undeserved. And in the church we call that kind of stuff 

what? GRACE! Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saves what? A wretch. A wretch like me. 

And He does this by taking all the badness that is mine and gives it to Jesus. Then He takes all the 

goodness in Jesus and gives it to me. So that I who was dirty am now clean. I who was condemned 

am now free. I who was poor am now rich. I who was dead am now alive. I who was an outcasts am 

now accepted in the Beloved Christ and made like him, a son or daughter of the King.  
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     All this is a result of union with Christ. Again, it is, in part, a legal transaction. Tell me 

something – how can a person become rich? Huh? There aren’t that many ways really. One way, is 

that you can earn your money. Another way is to win it – the lottery or something. A third way to 

get rich is to steal. A fourth way is to inherit your money, and then there is one more way. You know 

what that is? Think John Kerry. The fifth way to wealth is to marry into it. Right? The simplest and 

most profound picture of the union we have with Christ is the union of a man and woman in 

marriage. And when you marry you thereby takes to yourself all your spouse’s debts. The married 

person’s legal status is now changed. Your taxes are different now. If your spouse owes money to 

the bank – that bank can take away your car because you are now united, so that legally you are one, 

for better or for worse. And I guess the lesson here is to marry rich. Christian I have good news for 

you. You did. You married very rich. Though our debt of sin could fill an ocean, Christ our 

Bridegroom, can, and in fact, does pay it all the moment you become, by faith, one with Him. United 

with Jesus, you are righteous, for His name is the Lord our Righteousness. This means that your 

standing with God is not about you, it’s not about how you behaved today, it’s grounded in the 

merits of Christ and all His worthiness. And oh my friend, if you ever grasp that what awesome 

freedom you will know. When I am enabled to see it I realize that God the Father can no more 

condemn me than He could condemn His own Son. Why? Because I am in Christ. We are bound 

together so that we are not two, but One. I get a chuckle when I hear Woody Allen say that he is at 

two with nature. I feel like that a lot. At two with nature. But I am one with my Lord. And that 

means everything He gets I get. I am one who needs a lot of undeserved appreciation – especially 

from God. And in Christ that is exactly what I have found. Glorious! 

      Now, if Paul stopped at verse 9 some people would be quite happy. They think that 

justification, or the forgiveness of sins is all Christianity is about. They think, I have received the gift 

of eternal life. I am saved and satisfied. But Paul goes on to tell of a salvation that is more than 

forgiveness, that is a personal relationship and a personal, ongoing experience. You see, the 

salvation which God offers is not a once-for-all deal so that your Christianity can rest on what you 

did at such and such an hour on such and such a day in 1994. Instead, salvation is a full, complete, 

rich idea that is more than forgiveness before the eternal Judge, it is a relationship with our Savior 

that continues and grows deeper. It is an ever-growing experience of His power invigorating and 

controlling our lives.  
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     So Paul says, “I count all things loss that I may know Him” This is our second consideration 

– that we are united to Christ relationally. We know Him. Now, being a Christian does not simply 

mean that you know about Him. It means you know Him. And you know the difference. I know all 

about Dr. James Dobson. I know His life-story. I know how he looks. I know about his mission in 

life. But do I know him? No. And you can grow up in church, know the Jesus story upside down and 

sideways, quote Scripture, explain the vicarious atonement of Christ, the dual natures of Christ, the 

miracles of Christ, but still not know Christ. For this word know means more than head-knowledge; 

it means more than acquaintance, it means more than friendship even. This is the language of marital 

love. The word know when used like this refers to a deep intimacy and oneness. You think of 

Genesis 4:1 where it says, (NKJV) 1a Adam knew his wife Eve and she conceived and gave birth to 

Cain. Now you know enough biology to realize that Eve did not conceive because Adam became 

cognitively aware of her presence. Oh no. He knew her in the intimacy of physical oneness. And I’m 

not stretching my point to say that to know Christ is to enjoy with Him a spiritual union. The Bible, 

in many ways, speaks of Christ in me and I in Christ. So, He is called our Bridegroom. Ephesians 

5:31-32 A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND SHALL BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE, AND THE 

TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH. 32This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ 

and the church. We are one with Jesus. When you become wed to Jesus, there is no more dating 

around, no more seeing other men. I Corinthians 6 explains that our oneness or union with Jesus 

Christ makes adultery so very ugly. I Corinthians 6:15 Do you not know that your bodies are 

members of Christ? Shall I then take away the members of Christ and make them members of a 

prostitute? May it never be! 17 But the one who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with Him. 

How much clearer could it be? Christian, what a position is ours! One with the Lord of glory. He in 

me. I in Him. In John 14:20 Jesus says 20 I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. Relational 

union.  

    Some of you don’t know Christ like this. You and Jesus are acquaintances at best. Please, 

don’t settle for a second-hand spirituality. It is a rotten, soul-deceiving deception. Listen, if you 

know you don’t really have this kind of relationship to Christ, then forget all else and seek Him. 

Seek Him till you find Him and can rest in His love as His own – knowing and being known by 

Jesus Christ. And if you have tasted of the sweetness of Christ, then my friend, don’t settle for 

anything less in this life. Don’t let the passion of that love wane. So often, young lovers become old 

teammates. I mean, they are still together, and they help each other, but the romance is all gone. 
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What a loss! Don’t let it happen. Not in your marriages, not in your relationship with your Lord. 

And the method for stoking the fires is pretty much the same in both places. Time alone together, the 

pouring out of soul, the confessing of sin, the listening to one another. I love the words of Hosea 6:3 

where the prophet exhorts us 3 So let us know, let us press on to know the Lord.  

    Okay, we are united to Christ legally and relationally and thirdly experientially. The true 

believer wants to know not just the doctrine of the resurrection, he has to experience the power of 

the resurrection. He isn’t content to know about the sufferings of Christ, he wants to fellowship with 

Christ in suffering. 10-11 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship 

of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 11in order that I may attain to the resurrection from 

the dead.   

    First then, Paul knows and knows experientially the power of His resurrection. That same 

holy power that raised Christ from the dead has touched Paul in the same wonder-working way: the 

power of His resurrection here refers to the power of the resurrected Christ, which forms the 

principle of new life in a Christian and works toward the renewal of the whole man. It is the truth of 

Ephesians 2, where it says in 1 you were dead in your trespasses and sins. And then in verse 4-6 But 

God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5even when we were 

dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6and 

raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus. You see here 

again that our rebirth results from our union with Christ. It is with Christ that we are made alive. 

And that same power of Christ that defeated demons and death is our power to overcome all the 

enemy.  

     But resurrection power does not come alone. It is accompanied by the fellowship of His 

sufferings. When I read that I think of the story in Daniel of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego who, 

for loyalty to their God, were thrown into the fire. And if you recall the story, King Nebuchadnezzar, 

looked into the furnace and said Daniel 3:25 "Look! I see four men loosed and walking about in the 

midst of the fire without harm, and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods! And these 

three came out of the fire unhurt, not covered with the smell of smoke, but with the fragrance of 

Christ with whom they had fellowshipped. These three are a picture of union with Christ, suffering 

with Him and then living with Him. Suffering with Christ ultimately gives way to glory with Christ. 

And sharing His suffering is necessary if you hope to share His glory. Several Scriptures for this: 

Romans 8:16-18 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if 
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children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that 

we may also be glorified with Him. 18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 

worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. Suffering for Christ leads to glory 

with Christ. 1 Peter 4:13 to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so 

that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation. Now in Philippians 3 it says 

we know the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His 

death. We not only suffer with, we die with Christ. Romans 6:8 if we have died with Christ, we 

believe that we shall also live with Him. Paul here is writing to living people and says 8a we have 

died with Christ. He cannot mean physical death, but He is talking about a spiritual death, that which 

he calls the crucifixion of the old self. This is the beauty of union with Christ. It is union in 

everything. Death – yes, but life and glory too.  

     Now, you should certainly see from this that Christianity not only involves the death of the 

Christ, but the death of the Christian. And death, whether in the realm of the physical or the spiritual 

isn’t fun. And the biggest problem with this killing off the old man is that it is a continual thing. Paul 

says in 1 Corinthians 15:31 I die daily. With Him we die. With Him we live. Galatians 2:20 I have 

been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me. Paul says all this is 

11 in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead. Now Paul isn’t doubting whether he 

has eternal life. When Paul says in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead  he 

means that I may attain to the state of the resurrection from the dead. That is, Paul wants to achieve 

that state of perfection and blessedness which every believer will have at the resurrection. It is the 

becoming perfect that he has in view. Paul is looking and pressing forward to the completion of his 

union with Christ when he will actually be fully like Jesus in his character.  

    But our experiential union with Christ means that even now we are to be experiencing what 

He experienced. When you marry a man not only does your legal status and your relationship 

change, but so does your actual experience of life. You move into his house. Where he lives you 

live. If he moves, you move. His financial level is your financial level. His friends, your friends, His 

enemies, your enemies. Your oneness means a oneness of experience. And so with Christ. The 

invitation which Jesus offered to men was come, follow Me. It was a call to go wherever He wants. 

Have you answered His call? Are you His follower? You can go to Palestine and walk today where 

Jesus walked, but if you really want to do something spectacular, walk today as Jesus walked. That’s 

following Him. That’s discipleship. You follow Him in a sacrificial life. You follow Him to a garden 
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of self-denial in bloody sweat and tears and you follow Him to a cross of death and shame. That’s 

where Jesus went. That’s where His followers go too. Even to the death. So, Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

said, when Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die.  So complete brethren is our union with 

our Lord. Yes, so complete is it that we follow Him beyond death, to resurrection and beyond 

resurrection to glory. Jesus said in John 14 Because I live; you will live since you and I are one. We 

brethren are the body of Christ and just as the body is One with the Head so are we. When the Head 

dies, the whole body dies, and when the Head comes back to life…? This is the greatness of 

following Christ – we follow Him all the way – even to eternal glory, a glory with which the 

sufferings of this world, however severe, cannot be compared. All this is ours when Christ is ours. 

His experience becomes ours. That hymn by Wesley says it well. Soaring now where Christ has led, 

following our exalted Head. Made like Him, like Him we rise. Ours the cross, the grave the skies. 

The cross – suffering and death is ours, yes, but then he says ours the skies – the symbol of heaven. 

Alleluia Amen! 

    I sum up: United with Christ our legal status changes, united with Christ our relationships 

change, and united with Christ our experience changes as we are united legally, relationally and 

experientially. True Christianity is a righteousness of faith, a relationship with Christ, and the 

experience of death to self, new life and glory to come. You go back to verse 9 and you see the 

apostle writing about two kinds of righteousness. One is the kind that comes from keeping God’s 

law. Let me tell ya, it’s too late for any of us to get that kind. But this other kind, requires only faith.  

In a moment we will close with a favorite hymn that we once made our family theme song. The 

second stanza is a prayer to God that says this: Now my heart’s desire is to know You more, to be 

found in You and known as Yours. To possess by faith, what I could not earn. All surpassing gift of 

righteousness. Oh my friend, there is no gift that can compare. Please, I urge you, please reach out 

your hand to Jesus and take from the Savior life and rest and joy and peace. You can do that right 

now as we go to pray. Just say in your spirit, “Yes, Lord.” Say it to Him. “Yes Lord, I accept that gift 

of righteousness. I have none of my own. I am sinful and unclean and bankrupt, but now I want to be 

one with You, to share in in your purity, in your wealth in your perfection. I turn from all those 

foolish things that have distracted me so. From all those idols, from all my pride. Take me now as 

your servant. Forgive me, cleanse me, and open my heart to know You, the power of your 

resurrection, the fellowship of your sufferings. For all that You are, I lay down all that I was. Yes, 

Lord, Yes.” Amen 


