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Philippians 3:2-11 8-25-19 

Surpassing Value 
 

We return this morning to the epistle of the apostle to the church at Philippi, where we will 

be through Thanksgiving. And we read as we begin starting at verse 2-11  

Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of the false circumcision; 3for we are the 

true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence 

in the flesh, 4although I myself might have confidence even in the flesh. If anyone else has a mind to 

put confidence in the flesh, I far more: 5circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the 

tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the 

church; as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless. 7But whatever things were 

gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8More than that, I count all 

things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have 

suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, 9and may be 

found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through 

faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith 10that I may know Him 

and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His 

death; 11in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.  

 

If you have spent much time at all around Christian groups you have heard what we call testimonies. 

These are typically stories of how an individual came to personal faith in Christ. They usually tell 

something of a before and after story, a little about life without Christ and a little about life with 

Christ. And there are those in the church who have star testimonies. That is, their story is particularly 

stirring and their conversion usually quite dramatic. Most of these exciting testimonies tell of a life 

before Christ marked by the grossest of sin, of a life filled with violence and drugs. I think, for 

example of Nicky Cruz the famous New York City gang leader whose life was changed thru the 

ministry of David Wilkerson. Cruz has such a star testimony for sure. Here in Philippians 3:4-11 you 

have the star testimony of the apostle Paul, but it is quite different. For Paul doesn’t tell of a history 

of immorality and debauchery. He doesn’t say, I was really bad, but God changed me. Instead, he 

says, I was really good and God changed me. He describes himself as the most morally upright of 

men. 6c as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless. Then he says in 7ab but 

whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss. His personal goodness, his 

Jewish-style morality, you see, is what Paul considered his profits, his gains. These things which he 

describes in verse 5-6, things related to being an ideal Jew, are what he trusted in for his happiness 

and peace in life. These are those things which made Paul think God must be on his side, must be 

indebted to him. But his commentary on them is that he came to consider them as loss rather than 

gain. Now, what about you? Are you trusting in your goodness to make you blessed? Or is it your 
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wealth, or your charm, or your special skills? Is your hope for happiness a relationship with someone 

or someones? Are you filling your life with sensual pleasure, thinking that this will be your gain? 

You see, for Paul there was this morality kick, but all of us are looking to something, all of us are 

placing our hopes on something in our lives, which we consider our profit, our gain. What is it for 

you?  

    Many years ago, in a small town in the US, a Mayberry sort of town, they had a special 

Christmas tradition of gathering together to exchange gifts. On Christmas Eve they came together in 

the town square and piled all the gifts up front and then the mayor would call folks forward for their 

gifts. And one Christmas there was a special, big beautiful box that stood out in size and beauty and 

everyone wondered whose gift that would be. When the mayor came to it, he called the name of a 14 

year old mentally challenged young man whose eyes lit up when he heard his name. He ran forward, 

just thrilled and so excited. But when he opened the box, he discovered within another box, and he 

opened that only to find another box, and when he opened that, yet another box, and finally he 

opened the fourth and smallest box only to find it was empty. While the boy began to sob in deep 

disappointment several other boys from the town starting laughing and hooting and mightily 

enjoying the trick they had played. In just that way, Satan tricks millions of fools who long for his 

box, his deceptive gift, so big, so attractive, but so empty. He holds before you the box of wealth, of 

success, of pleasure, of so-called “freedom” or even of human righteousness – any of which you 

may have, at the price of your soul. Jesus said in Matthew 16:26 What will it profit a man if he gains 

the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? You say, 

Hey, I know that preacher. That’s why I’ve got Jesus. I’m smart you see. I know that along with the 

pleasure and the money you need Jesus too. And after all, money can’t buy love. And as you say it 

you feel oh so spiritual. But Paul did not say that his self-righteous history enhanced his faith or 

added to it, instead he calls it “loss” in verse 7, and “rubbish” in verse 8. His was the attitude of the 

Christian medieval philosopher Gregory who said, I’m glad I knew so much so I had a philosophy to 

throw away for Christ. What humans tend to value is often insignificant in God’s eyes. Material 

wealth is clutter. Physical beauty can be a curse. Pleasure a drug which leaves you frustrated. 

Intelligence puffs up and makes you blind. Even one’s morality can lead to a damning pride.  

    But wait a minute! These things aren’t necessarily bad are they? Well, no. When used and 

viewed properly the kinds of things I am talking about are good. Verse 8 says I count all things to be 

loss, but it doesn’t say the all things are bad. In fact, Paul’s were very good. He says however that 

they are accounted as a debit, as a loss in view of, from the perspective of the knowledge of Jesus 
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Christ. 8ab I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ. Which 

brings up the subject of spam. You know about spam, that protein product in a can. To a starving 

man, spam is beautiful. It is of tremendous value, even a delicacy. To a rich man, used to prime rib 

and lobster, spam is despicable and uneatable. The same item, objectively equal but subjectively 

opposite. Spam is good, but compared to New York strip it is rubbish. The point I am getting at is 

that Paul here is not down on the all things; he is just up on Christ. What makes the “all things” 

rubbish is their comparison to Christ. Do you know the story of Paul’s conversion? His original 

name was Saul. And in the book of Acts we read of Saul the Pharisee, in all his popular esteem, with 

all his vast scholarship and self-righteousness going with his entourage down the road to Damascus 

where, as the champion of Judaism, he plans to crush this Christianity cult. And on his way, he is 

met by Jesus Christ whose radiance blinds him and drops him on his knees. And, no doubt, it is this 

experience which he has in mind when he says 7 But whatever things were gain to me, those things I 

have counted as loss for the sake of Christ. In Jesus Christ Paul discovered something greater than 

he had ever known, something of transcendent worth and it radically and permanently altered his 

values. He had a close encounter of the Jesus kind and he knew when he saw the glory of the exalted 

Christ that his academics, his family pedigree, his personal morality and his blind zeal were all 

worthless garbage – rubbish- loss in comparison to this One.  

     You see, the main point here in Paul’s testimony is not the worthlessness of other things, it is 

the surpassing value of knowing Christ, the riches of a relationship with Him. Christ is the treasure 

of treasures. And JC Ryle says the holy man will value everything and place and company in 

proportion as it draws him near to God. In his book entitled Holiness he writes: the man whose soul 

is growing takes more interest in spiritual things. He does not neglect his duty in the world. He 

discharges faithfully, diligently, and conscientiously every relation of life, whether at home or 

abroad. But the things he loves best are spiritual things. The ways and fashions, and amusements 

and recreations of the world have a continually decreasing place in his heart. He does not condemn 

them as downright sinful, nor say that those who have anything to do with them are going to hell. He 

only feels that they have a constantly diminishing hold on his own affections, and gradually seem 

smaller and more trifling in his eyes. Spiritual companions, spiritual occupations, spiritual 

conversation, appear of ever-increasing value to him. I love what Jim Elliot wrote in his journal. He 

says To that soul which has tasted of Christ, the jaunty laugh, the tempting music of mingled voices, 

the haunting appeal of smiling eyes – all these lack flavor. And I would drink deeply of Him. Fill me 

O Spirit of Christ, with all the fullness of God. Having tasted of Christ, Paul says, the rest is rubbish 
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and that will be our testimony as well when we fall in love with our Savior. When you were wed to 

your wife or husband, did you consider it a loss or a gain? I mean, on the day you did it, not now. 

Some of you ladies gave up the attention of many young men in order to marry that one special man. 

Did you, at that time, dwell on how you were losing your freedoms of singleness? No. In your eyes 

your fiancé was of far greater value than all those things and so it is when we love Christ. Enamored 

with Him we care not whether we are rich or poor, sick or healthy, popular or alone – so long as we 

are His and He is ours. That one relationship overshadows all others.  

    I wonder if this seems like just a bunch of pious talk to you. Maybe you think that if a man 

really lost all those things I have called rubbish, he wouldn’t love Christ. That is exactly what Satan 

said to God in the book of Job. But Job proved Satan wrong. And my friend, the one who wrote 

these words not only says he counted all things loss, but he actually suffered the loss of all things. 

He wrote these words from prison. And you can imagine the scoffing of the wordling. Hey, Paul, 

what do you say about your Jesus now huh? You’ve lost your respect and your popularity and your 

money; your body’s been ravaged and you’re in prison. What do you say about Jesus now? And 

Paul says 8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing 

Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so 

that I may gain Christ, that I may know Him.  

     Knowing Jesus is the surpassing value. Why? Because when you know Jesus you know One 

who loves and forgives and is patient without end. You know a friend who is always there, who 

knows you fully. I cannot express how awesome that is, how empowering. To know Jesus is to know 

One who strengthens me and carries me, even over and through death. He is my Champion! He 

teaches me and even makes me wise with His wisdom. In knowing Jesus I know one so wonderful, 

so pure, so powerful that my growing attachment to Him increasingly breaks the power of all those 

things that seem to suck the life out of so many. In Jesus I know a friend who is so great that I can 

trust Him fully, rest on Him and in Him and abandon myself to Him, and in Him find the fulfillment 

of my humanness which is to lose myself in wonder, love and praise. He is the Source, the Meaning, 

the End of all my existence. Romans 11:36 For from Him and through Him and to Him are all 

things. To Him be the glory forever.  

     Notice three things about knowing Jesus, about the surpassing value. First, it is knowledge of 

Jesus, of a person. You see, Christianity is not just a set of beliefs, or a code of ethics, it is a 

relationship with Jesus Christ. It is knowing, having an intimate communion with, the Lord. 

Whatever it is you call your Christianity, if you don’t know Christ as a person, you are no Christian. 
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If there is no relationship there is no reality. And understand that the essence of a relationship is 

found in communication. If you know the Lord you are on a speaking basis. You listen to Him, you 

speak to Him with an inward assurance that He is real and He is with you. That is knowing Christ.               

       Secondly, this surpassing value is a knowledge of Jesus as Lord. Jesus is more than just a 

wonderful friend. He is the ruling Lord of heaven and earth. Paul says 8ab I count all things to be 

loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. I have heard Christian 

teachers, trying to emphasize this notion of Christianity being a relationship and they will sometimes 

tell you, that the Christian life is not about rules but about relationship. And you know, I appreciate 

the basic sentiment behind that. But most every relationship I know of involves rules, normally 

unwritten, but real nevertheless. And when the rules are broken the relationship suffers. When God 

rescued Israel from bondage to Pharaoh, He brought them out and said, I will be your God and you 

will be my people. And here are ten rules of our relationship. And the basic rule was that one of the 

two parties was going to be boss, right? Absolutely. So, being a Christian doesn’t just mean you will 

be the Lord’s buddy. It means you are subject to Him and His laws. And He is not only the Lord, He 

is my Lord. And the personal pronoun makes all the difference to Paul and it will for you too. Jesus 

is Lord. But is He your Lord? Is He Master and you servant? Again, if not you are no Christian.  

     Thirdly, the surpassing value is a knowledge of Jesus as Lord that is eternal life. John 17:3 

This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have 

sent. This is eternal life! This is what this life is all about. This is what heaven is all about! It’s not 

about getting wings and seeing your dearly departed. It is knowing Christ. The light of heaven is the 

face of Jesus. The joy of heaven is the presence of Jesus. The melody of heaven is the name of Jesus. 

The harmony of heaven is the praise of Jesus. The theme of heaven is the work of Jesus. The 

employment of heaven is the service of Jesus. The fullness of heaven is Jesus Himself. Knowing 

Jesus  - that is what eternal life is.  

    So important is this knowledge of Christ that it is a life or death matter if ever there was one. 

In Philippians 3 Paul says I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I 

may gain Christ, that I may know Him. If, listen to me please, if in your heart of hearts you must 

acknowledge that you really don’t know Christ – you need to fear for your soul. And let nothing 

stand in your way. Get to know Christ. Call me a fool, but I say with Paul – an eternal, love 

relationship with Christ Jesus my Lord will make all else look like worthless rabble. Don’t rest until 

you know Him. Jeremiah 9:23-24 Thus says the LORD, "Let not a wise man boast of his wisdom, 

and let not the mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his riches; 24but let him 
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who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am the LORD who exercises 

lovingkindness, justice and righteousness on earth; for I delight in these things," declares the 

LORD.   

     I’ve spoken of that which is loss. I’ve spoken of that which is gain. Let me ask you now 

about your budget. Does your spiritual budget reflect the values of Philippians 3? Is Jesus Christ to 

you the pearl of great price for which you have sold all to gain Him? There is a Bible character who 

stands in stark contrast to the apostle Paul. We call him the rich young ruler who came to Jesus 

seeking – well, what did he seek? Eternal life. And Jesus said eternal life is a love relationship with 

Me which you may have only if you give up your love relationship with money. Sell all you have and 

follow Me. And the rich young fool walked away depressed. But in that encounter Jesus shows that 

you can’t love the rubbish and obtain the pearl. Some lose Christ for money, some for popularity, 

some for pleasure, some for pride. The man of God says these are rubbish compared to knowing 

Jesus. And no loyalty, no love, no possession should be allowed to stand between you and Jesus. If 

you let that happen you lose in the biggest way a man can lose. The rich young ruler would not let 

go of money in order to have Jesus. Some of you won’t give up your petty lusts in order to have 

Jesus. Some of you won’t give up your personal peace in order to have Jesus. Some of you won’t 

give up your personal autonomy in order to have Jesus. Some of you won’t give up a temporal 

human relationship to have Jesus. You will feel the supreme fool on the day of judgment. But your 

gracious Lord, even now, is watching your folly with pity, as you cling to your rubbish and miss out 

on the pearl of greatest price. Won’t you give up that rubbish, whatever your particular rubbish may 

be. Won’t you give it up, for your own good and because Jesus Christ is worthy. What do you need 

to lose, to count as loss, in order to know Christ, or in order to know Christ better? Whatever it is, 

remember, he is no fool who gives up what he cannot keep, to gain what he cannot lose.  

     Christian, do you value Jesus Christ? Like this? Is knowing Him surpassing greatness to 

you? How’s your devotional life? Do you take time to enjoy this relationship, to nourish it and 

delight in it? I would hope that as you read what Paul wrote that maybe your heart would be stirred 

up to say, “Wowwee, kazowwy, if knowing Christ is so great, I have got to experience this for 

myself.” And, if Christ is so valuable to you, do you not also desire Him for others? Brethren, faith 

means believing that Jesus is the Way to happiness, despite what the world says. I challenge you to 

invest in a relationship with Jesus Christ and to experience the surpassing greatness of knowing 

Him. To believe in Him is to buy His stock. What’s it cost? Funny thing – the Bible gives two 

answers. On the one hand, we read that it costs nothing. He is free. On the other hand we read that it 
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costs everything you’ve got. And that is no contradiction, for when you, with Paul, lose everything 

to gain Christ you will, with him, look back and say I gave up nothing but rubbish in view of the 

surpassing value of knowing Jesus Christ my Lord.  

    You know, I believe that all of God’s book is inspired by Him. I believe it is all profitable, all 

valuable. I have no favorite book of the Bible. I really have no one favorite verse. But if you pushed 

me on it, I would pick this one. I love Philippians 3:8 because I relate to it so totally. It is not just 

Paul’s testimony, it is mine as well. As I look back over my life, there have been some obvious up 

times and some obvious down times. My life has been marked by the usual ebbs and flow of human 

existence. There were seasons of plenty and seasons of want. But through it all, through it all, this 

has been the grand reality of my life – I have known Christ Jesus my Lord. He was with me in those 

lonely days on the farm as a child. He was there as I went through the trials of adolescence. He drew 

me near to Him during those formative college years. And He has been my faithful friend every day 

since. And I have found that to be the greatest thing in all my life. And you know, nobody, nobody 

can take that away. So precious is this to me that I have devoted my life to helping others discover 

the beauty of Jesus as I have been privileged to know Him. It is just too great not to share. If you 

desire it for yourself and need some guidance I would be happy to offer that to you. Years ago we 

used to sing a little chorus, very simple, but the first verse expresses the most basic cry of my soul. It 

simply says, the greatest thing in all my life is knowing You. Some of you remember it, so would you 

join me to sing it.  

 

Prayer: Father, give us all by Your Spirit’s illumination a vision of the greatness and graciousness of 

Jesus that would melt away all the competing loves and draw our hearts fully towards Him as our 

Master, Savior, Lord, even our All in All. And we’ll give the praise to Him who alone is worthy.  


