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Philippians 3:2-11 8-18-19 

Beware of the Dogs 
 

We return this morning to our study of the book of Philippians, the epistle of the apostle to 

the church at Philippi. This was a study that took us from August through February before we took a 

little break. Having finished the first two chapters of the book, we begin today to cover the latter two 

chapters. Let’s read the word of the Lord. Philippians 3:1-11   

Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things again is no trouble to me, and it 

is a safeguard for you. 2Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of the false 

circumcision; 3for we are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and glory in 

Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh, 4although I myself might have confidence even in the 

flesh. If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, I far more: 5circumcised the eighth 

day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a 

Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found 

blameless. 7But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of 

Christ. 8More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing 

Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so 

that I may gain Christ, 9and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived 

from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on 

the basis of faith 10that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His 

sufferings, being conformed to His death; 11in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the 

dead. 

 

I had a good friend and dear brother at the University of Florida named Billy Kynes. Bill is possibly 

the most gifted man I have ever known – incredibly bright, a quarterback for the Florida Gator 

football team, and a devoted servant of Christ. Well, I used to go with Bill to meetings of the 

Fellowship of Christian Athletes on Wednesday evenings on campus. I’ll never forget one 

Wednesday evening, the week before Florida’s nationally televised conference championship game 

against the unbeaten Georgia Bulldogs. Bill came to the Wednesday group, many of whom were 

Florida football players and said, Men, God has really laid a verse on my heart this week that I want 

to share with you. It is Philippians 3:2 which says, “Beware of the dogs.” Now, whereas my friend 

quoted the verse in jest, when Paul first wrote it, he did so with grave seriousness. It says in verse 1 

that he wrote it as a safeguard and so they don’t miss the point and the seriousness of it, he says in 

verse 2, three times, Beware, beware, beware. Look out, look out, look out. Danger Will Robinson. 

It is obvious that Paul considers his warning here to be of extreme importance. Judging from verse 

one it seems that this is not the first of these warnings that Paul has issued. Possibly in a previous 

letter, or in his live and in-person contact he has warned them before of the same people. But, it is 
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important enough to merit another mention. 1b To write the same things again is no trouble to me, 

and it is a safeguard for you. The word for safeguard means a device to prevent one from falling. 

His repeated warning is to function like a guard-rail around a balcony. Its purpose is to keep the 

readers from the perils of a serious, possibly even a fatal fall. Then he goes on in verse 2 to give us 

this 3-fold beware. You get the impression that this is something he wants to make sure they do not 

miss. And so he issues this emphatic warning about false teachers, those who are out of accord with 

gospel truth. Paul says, watch out! He wants Christians to be bold in what they stand for, but careful 

about what they fall for.  

   Now, I really do think it is interesting to see what kind of language Paul chose to describe 

these false teachers. He doesn’t describe them as being theologically misguided. He doesn’t say they 

have a good heart but they are just confused or have sincere misunderstandings. He says they are 

dogs. Now, we use animals metaphorically all the time. There are chauvinist pigs and dirty rats. I 

remember hearing Beaver Cleaver one time call Jenny Preston a smelly old ape, but dogs seem 

especially descriptive. I had a roommate in seminary, James Saxon, who used to describe his degree 

of hunger by referring to dogs. If he was pretty hungry, he was hungry as a dog. But if he was real 

hungry, he was hungry as a big dog. And it was quite a night in our dorm-house when James came to 

supper and announced that he was hungry as a big, ugly dog in the night. We knew then he was 

some kind of hungry.  

     Well, to a person in the ancient near-East, a dog, not only was a picture of ravenous hunger, 

but the epitome of vileness. They didn’t have these poochy parlors we have today. Not many dogs 

were neat and clean and cute like my Buddy and Willy were. You couldn’t dress these critters up 

and pretend they were human. Their dogs were filthy, nasty, often rabid scavengers who were like 

big rats. They not only could be vicious, but they also spread disease. And there was nothing more 

cutting you could say about a person than to call him a dog. But Paul isn’t timid. He says if the shoe 

fits- and he labels these false teachers dogs. Isaiah, in a similar way, uses this term to describe the 

apostate leaders of Judah in his day. In Isaiah 56:10-11 His watchmen are blind, all of them know 

nothing. All of them are mute dogs unable to bark, dreamers lying down, who love to slumber; 11and 

the dogs are greedy, they are not satisfied. And they are shepherds who have no understanding.  

Isaiah and Paul weren’t afraid to call a spade a spade and a dog a dog.  

   Again in verse 2, Paul has two other choice names for his enemies. He says they are evil 

workers. Again, not just misled but evil. We live in a day when our leaders in the church and society 
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are afraid of calling anything evil. It was considered an extraordinary thing in 1983 when Ronald 

Reagan dare call the Soviet Union “the evil empire.” George W. Bush, in Reaganesque fashion 

surprised the press again in 2002 when he spoke of an axis of evil in the world. Here Paul uses the 

term to refer to certain religious teachers and we don’t need to be squeamish about doing this kind of 

thing. And he calls them the false circumcision or better yet, the mutilators of the flesh, as the NIV 

has it. In saying this, Paul is mocking them in accord with the heresy that they taught. What was that 

heresy? Well, a major part of it had to do with their view of circumcision, that mark on the male 

which was a sign of the covenant, and the distinguishing mark of a Jew, of an Israelite. Now, I will 

leave the explanation of what physical circumcision is up to you parents. But I can at least help with 

a little joke. Seems there were these two little boys waiting in the doctor’s office. One looks at the 

other and says, Hey, what you in here for? The boy said, I came to be circumcised. Oooh, says the 

other, That’s rough. They did that to me when I was real young and I couldn’t walk for a year. Okay. 

These people, these false teachers, had two erroneous views about circumcision. First of all, they 

saw it purely as an outward act and they missed the spiritual significance, the heart-relevance of it. 

Circumcision should have been seen as a spiritual act represented in the flesh, but these people 

missed that. But even more serious was their second error, and that is, they taught that circumcision 

was necessary for salvation, so that all these Gentile converts had to be circumcised. These false 

teachers have been called, for this reason, Judaizers. That is, they tried to make everyone a Jew 

before he could be a Christian. That was really the idea. Their basic error in teaching this was that, to 

them, Jesus wasn’t enough. His sacrifice on the cross wasn’t sufficient to make us acceptable to 

God, so we must do more, namely be circumcised. It is a faith plus works view of salvation, and the 

same thing is being taught today by certain churches. You must have faith and be baptized into our 

church. That is the idea. There is a prevalent teaching among many so-called Christians, which is 

known as sacerdotalism. Sacerdotalism claims that the sacraments, the ceremonies of the church, 

whether it be circumcision or baptism or communion have an innate power to confer grace and even 

salvation. Rather than representing spiritual realities, these sacraments allegedly change reality. 

Those who teach in this way have added a ceremony to the simplicity of faith, and in so doing have 

devalued the blood of Christ and committed the same wretched error as these dogs, evil workers and 

mutilators of the flesh referred to in Philippians.  

    Well, that is strong language for a Christian to use isn’t it? Why did Paul have to grow 

verbally violent and blast these people with such strong language? Before I answer that I would 
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point out that Paul is not the first prophet to do this. Elijah, Isaiah, Jeremiah and others, including 

Jesus, spoke with hard words against the heretics of their day. Neither is Philippians 3 the only case 

of Paul doing this. Galatians 1:6-9 I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called 

you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel; 7which is really not another; only there are some 

who are disturbing you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 8But even if we, or an angel from 

heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be 

accursed! 9As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel 

contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed! Paul says, I don’t care who it is, if someone 

preaches another gospel, another salvation or another Savior, let him be accursed, or, if you will, let 

him go to hell. Uh, careful what you say, Paul. Why are you speaking that way? Well, why does he 

speak that way? Is he a narrow-minded bigot? Paul tells us in Philippians 3:1 that what he says, he 

says for us, as a safeguard. He uses strong language for us, for the Philippians. It was not hate for the 

heretics but love for the Philippians that brought out these words. Because Paul recognized that these 

liars were jeopardizing the eternal well-being of his friends he used strong words for these men who 

were murderers, not of body, but of soul, whose Satanic work did more than put a man in the grave, 

it could send a man to hell forever. How would you describe such people?  

    Oh, but today we are so accepting. We speak kindly of everyone, and we call it love. The 

perspective must be that Paul was too tight, too rigid about some things. Maybe someone says, Look 

to Jesus instead of Paul. And so I look to Jesus who said to the Pharisees, Matthew 23:27 Woe to 

you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which on the outside 

appear beautiful, but inside they are full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness. Look at John the 

Baptist saying, you brood of vipers. I hear the apostle John, the one they called the apostle of love, I 

hear him say in II John 10-11 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not 

receive him into your house, and do not give him a greeting; 11for the one who gives him a greeting 

participates in his evil deeds. But  we, in the name of love, violate the command of God and 

condemn the example of men of God, including our Lord.  

     Years ago, in one of my radio programs I happened to speak unfavorably of a particular cult 

for which I was rebuked by a caller. Don’t shoot your fellow-soldiers, I was told. And I thought I 

was shooting at the enemy. I’ve been warned that it’s okay in my public ministry to point out error, 

but I should not mention names. But Jesus didn’t say, be careful of legalism. He said to his disciples, 

beware of the leaven of the Pharisees. And when we warn of false teachers the names must remain 
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the same to protect the innocent. I’ve heard it suggested that convicted drunk drivers be assigned 

front-bumper, flashing license plates to warn people, here comes a potential highway killer. Do you 

think maybe a warming like that is appropriate when it comes to heresy too?  

    Look back again to Philippians 3:3a For we are the true circumcision. Before we go on, I 

want to explain this. He says, we – the followers of Christ- are the true circumcision. You could 

replace the word circumcision here with the word Israel. It means the people of God, the group set 

apart as holy to Him. Look at some Scripture on this – Colossians 2:11a In Him you were also 

circumcised with a circumcision made without hands. Here the apostle refers to our being 

circumcised, set apart for God and cut off from sin, in a spiritual sense. In Galatians 3:7 we are told 

that we are sons of Abraham, a term which is a synonym for a Jew. 7 Therefore, be sure that it is 

those who are of faith who are sons of Abraham. So, in this sense, we who believe in Christ are the 

true Israel, we are the circumcision. Circumcision outwardly is a seal on the skin, but God’s word 

tells us that we have been sealed in the heart by the Holy Spirit, not outwardly, but inwardly in the 

way that truly matters. Romans 2:28-29 He is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision 

that which is outward in the flesh. 29But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that 

which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from men, but from God. 

So, may I say to my fellow Jews, shalom, ya’ll. We are the real Israel, the heirs of Abraham by 

virtue of our faith. Some there are in the church today who still want to make a big deal over 

whether someone is Jewish or not, but that is no longer relevant. The dividing line among men is not 

Jew and Gentile, but believer and unbeliever. The circumcised of heart and those who are not.  

     Now, having finished my introduction, shall we go back to Philippians 3 and look together at 

verse 3. This verse gives a 3 point test to determine whether you are the true circumcision or not, 

whether indeed you are one of God’s people. 3 For we are the true circumcision, who worship in the 

Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh. The first characteristic of 

the true believer is that he worships in the Spirit of God. This is contrasted with a worship that is 

only in form. The false teachers, these Judaizers, worshipped, but it was false worship, only outward 

and formal. It was not done in the Spirit. And Jesus had said in John 4:23-24 An hour is coming, and 

now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the 

Father seeks to be His worshipers. 24God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in 

spirit and truth. These phonies had the form, but no Spirit. They said their prayers, but they didn’t 

pray. And there’s a world of difference between those things. When you pray the Lord’s Prayer do 
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you say it or pray it? I find it fascinating that when Paul describes the true Christian he does it by 

saying, we are the true circumcision, who worship. That’s what we were redeemed to do, and a true 

Christian is a worshipper. Do you have a heart for worship? Private worship, corporate worship? Is 

going to church for you a duty or a joy? According to this verse, if you are one who ho-hums your 

way through the service, going through the motions, do you have reason to wonder whether you 

have ever been born again of God’s Spirit? Are you pretending there is life when none is evident? 

Paul says that the true Christian worships, not in a building, but in the Spirit of God 

     The second mark of the true believer is that he glories in Christ Jesus. This is opposed to 

glorying in one’s self and self’s accomplishments. To glory means also to brag or to boast. Have 

you ever had a hero? And you just loved to brag about that hero? When I was young I had lots of 

heroes, most of which were athletes. But I guess my biggest hero as a youngster was a football 

quarterback at the University of Florida named John Reaves. I collected articles that praised John 

Reaves, put his picture on my wall, wrote letters to the editor extolling him and even penned a poem 

about him. I wouldn’t toot my horn, but I tooted his and bragged on him, and gloried in him. And 

that is how the true Christian is with Jesus Christ. He is our hero of heroes. We glory in Him. When 

someone asks, “What’s so great about Christianity?” We point to Christ, not to anything else, but to 

Him. What is my claim to greatness? My righteousness before God? Jesus. He is my All in All. The 

Christian must never be a self-righteous person. He doesn’t pray, Lord, thank you I’m not a sinner, 

but thank You that although I do sin, Jesus is perfect. The Christian realizes the truth of Ephesians 

2:8-9 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of 

God; 9not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. And he can say with Paul in Galatians 

6:14a May it never be that I would boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

    Closely related to this is the third mark of the true believer. He puts no confidence in the 

flesh. That is, he places no stock in the value of human righteousness. He realizes that outward 

deeds, the works of the law or religious ceremonies, are unable to gain points with a holy god who 

says that even your righteous deeds are to Him as filthy rags. This idea of putting confidence in the 

flesh contrasts with that of glorying in Christ. You see, you either have confidence in what you have 

done or in what Christ has done. There is such immense confusion here, even in the church. You ask 

people, Are you right with God? And they will say Oh yeah, I was baptized and confirmed. Or they 

say I think so, I’ve really done my best, treated others with respect ya know. When we think like that 

we are putting confidence in the flesh, in what we did and we are forgetting Christ. Yet these 



 7 

Judaizers in Philippi, although Christian by name, had confidence in their flesh or in their own deeds 

to make them right before God. This is a favorite point of many heresies. Hinduism, Buddhism, 

Islam, Christian Science, Mormonism, Jehovah’s Witnessism, all teach a works salvation. To a 

lesser degree so do most Roman Catholics. Official Roman doctrine teaches salvation by faith, by 

sacraments and by good deeds and 61% of Roman Catholic priests surveyed in the US called true a 

statement that said salvation is earned by good deeds. Beware, beware, beware! Thankfully, there 

are some in the Catholic church who understand grace and faith in a New Testament way, but when 

I did spiritual perspective surveys in malls and on campuses in 2004, what I found was that an 

amazing 0% of Roman Catholics understood what Christ has to do with someone getting to heaven. 

Not one of 25 I spoke with got it. Their thinking was all about what they had done to merit heaven. 

But to add anything to the simplicity and purity of faith in Christ and His work is un-Christian. To 

insist, as some Protestants do, upon water baptism as necessary for salvation is anti-gospel. And that 

error parallels nicely that of the Judaizers. Paul wrote in Galatians 5:2 I, Paul, say to you that if you 

receive circumcision, Christ will be of no benefit to you. That is, if you receive anything else as the 

way to life, you have lost Christ. You receive Jesus as alone sufficient or you have not received Him 

at all.  

    Now, I’ve mentioned several religions that officially teach salvation by works, but I am 

afraid that many Presbyterians, Baptists, Methodists, and Anglicans believe in their hearts the same 

kind of thing. Ask someone, “are you a Christian?” Well, I try to be. I’m no angel, but I don’t do 

this, that and the other. I try to do yada, yada, yada. And they show by their answer they are trusting 

in their own good deeds and righteousness. But what’s more, even those of us who know better than 

to speak that way, often think that way. We really think that our standing with God depends upon 

our doings and omissions rather than upon Christ. But if I am putting no confidence in the flesh it 

means that I don’t think to myself, “Oh, God will really be available to me this Sunday, I had a good 

week.” No-no. And don’t think the opposite either. Your standing with God Christian has been 

established by Christ. If you are in Him, you can’t change that and you can’t improve that. No 

matter how you behaved this week you need Jesus. And you will never outgrow that dependence. 

You will never reach a point where you can do enough good stuff that you don’t need to trust in 

Christ any more. We glory in Him! We put confidence in Him!  

    Paul goes on in verse 4 of our text and says 4-6 Although I myself might have confidence 

even in the flesh. If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, I far more: 5circumcised 
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the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, 

a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which is in the Law, 

found blameless. What’s he saying? He’s saying, Listen folks, I am Paul Purebred, a spotless Jewish 

pedigree, I’ve had all the right sacraments, know all the right people. I am a Pharisee, strictly 

obedient to the letter of Jewish law. As to zeal, a persecutor of the church. If zeal is going to save, 

like the Jehovah’s Witnesses suggest, Paul was in. As to the righteousness in the law, found 

blameless. Paul is saying, if anybody was ever going to be saved by doing right, I was. By Jewish 

standards he was at the top of his class, he had it all. But then in verses 7-9 But whatever things were 

gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8More than that, I count all 

things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have 

suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, 9and may be 

found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through 

faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith. Paul says, the only 

thing, the only righteousness that makes it with God is not the self-righteousness of good deeds but 

the righteousness of Christ, which you get only by faith in Him. A right standing before the Almighty 

is not something you earn, it is a gift to the one who believes, who trusts in Jesus alone.  

    Have you wisely given up on yourself and accepted that gift? Where do you stand today – 

with Paul or the dogs? Where will you stand tomorrow? What will be your confidence, your 

righteousness? Who will dress you for judgment? Yourself? Or Jesus. You may not have to put all 

your eggs in one basket, but you can only build your house on one lot. So, I ask you, our text asks us 

all, will you build your house in the quicksand of self-righteousness to self-glory or will you build 

your house on the solid rock of Christ’s righteousness to Christ’s glory? In whom will be your 

confidence? Our closing hymn says it all 

 My hope is in the Lord, who gave Himself for me  

 And paid the price of all my sin at Calvary 

 No merit of my own, His anger to suppress  

 My only hope is found in Jesus’ righteousness 

 His grace has planned it all, tis mine but to believe 

 And recognize His work of love and Christ receive  

 


